
  Skip to Main ContentSkip to SearchSkip to First ResultSkip to FiltersSkip to Admin SidebarDuke University Libraries
 DukeSpace  Scholarship by Duke Authors 



	 English 
	 Català 
	 Čeština 
	 Deutsch 
	 Español 
	 Français 
	 Gàidhlig 
	 Italiano 
	 Latviešu 
	 Magyar 
	 Nederlands 
	 Polski 
	 Português 
	 Português do Brasil 
	 Srpski (lat) 
	 Suomi 
	 Svenska 
	 Türkçe 
	 Tiếng Việt 
	 Қазақ 
	 বাংলা 
	 हिंदी 
	 Ελληνικά 
	 Српски 
	 Yкраї́нська 


	Log In Log in with Duke NetID

Email addressPassword Log in
 New user? Click here to register.  Have you forgotten your password? 









Communities & Collections
Browse
 How to Deposit 



	Home

	Duke Scholarly Works

	Scholarly Articles

	Do External Threats Unite or Divide? Security Crises, Rivalries, and Polarization in American Foreign Policy




 
Do External Threats Unite or Divide? Security Crises, Rivalries, and Polarization in American Foreign Policy


Loading...







View / Download661.94 KB



Date
2021-01-01


Authors
 Myrick, R 


Journal Title



Journal ISSN



Volume Title



Repository Usage Stats
61
views

1847
downloads

Citation Stats



Abstract
A common explanation for the increasing polarization in contemporary American foreign policy is the absence of external threat. I identify two mechanisms through which threats could reduce polarization: By revealing information about an adversary that elicits a bipartisan response from policymakers (information mechanism) and by heightening the salience of national relative to partisan identity (identity mechanism). To evaluate the information mechanism, study 1 uses computational text analysis of congressional speeches to explore whether security threats reduce partisanship in attitudes toward foreign adversaries. To evaluate the identity mechanism, study 2 uses public opinion polls to assess whether threats reduce affective polarization among the public. Study 3 tests both mechanisms in a survey experiment that heightens a security threat from China. I find that the external threat hypothesis has limited ability to explain either polarization in US foreign policy or affective polarization among the American public. Instead, responses to external threats reflect the domestic political environment in which they are introduced. The findings cast doubt on predictions that new foreign threats will inherently create partisan unity.
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Rachel Myrick is the Douglas and Ellen Lowey Assistant Professor of Political Science at Duke. Her research explores how partisan polarization affects foreign policymaking in democratic states, with an emphasis on U.S. national security policy. More broadly, she is interested in the interplay between domestic and international politics in matters of security and conflict. Her research is published at International Organization , The Journal of Politics, and International Studies Quarterly, among others.
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