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Abstract
In the nineteenth century, New York State established poorhouses in each county. 
By the next century, most had been converted to elder care institutions or hospitals. 
Patients who died without family or means for burial elsewhere were interred on-
site in graves marked with small numbered grave stones or wooden markers. After 
the institutions closed, markers were lost and cemeteries were destroyed by develop-
ment. This paper describes an exception, the Brier Hill cemetery of the Dutchess 
County Poorhouse. Approximately 300 original concrete markers are present and 
remote sensing suggests an additional 500 individuals are in now unmarked graves. 
Efforts to document, preserve, and protect the Brier Hill cemetery, without disturb-
ing the dead, have revealed how social relationships shaped the cemetery popula-
tion. While most archaeological studies of poorhouses cemeteries focus on biology 
of poverty, our work suggests that having friends, literally or figuratively, may have 
made all the difference in how and where the poor were laid to rest.
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Introduction

A once-forgotten county poorhouse and pauper cemetery brought together an 
archaeologist, a historian, a genealogist, and a geophysicist in an almost 20 year-
long effort to restore and protect it. Individually, we each have interests and skill 
sets, but together our shared interests in preserving the lesser-known aspects of com-
munity heritage allow us to tell a more comprehensive story. This is research by a 
community, for our community, about our community. And it all began in Septem-
ber 2000, with a woman emailing local genealogist Ginny Buechele to ask for help 
locating the grave of her grandfather.

The Brier Hill cemetery at Oak Summit in the Town of Washington, Dutchess 
County, New York, is different from other poorhouse cemeteries reported on by 
archaeologists in that it has neither been threatened by development nor other-
wise excavated. Everyone buried here, between 1864 and 1955 is, as best we can 
tell, in their original grave. This paper documents just some of what we learned 
through surface survey, non-destructive remote sensing (subsurface survey), archival 
research, and talking with each other and with those who have memories to share. 
Buechele has put much of her research online through Facebook (Buechele n.d.) and 
previously through a personal website (no longer accessible). Beisaw has created a 
public ESRI Storymap (Beisaw 2020) that includes an interactive GIS map of the 
compiled cemetery data. Tatum has arranged for the installation of historical mark-
ers at the site and is creating a county-hosted website that will contain a wealth of 
information. Dutchess County has contributed sufficient resources to turn Brier Hill 
into an accessible park. As it draws new visitors we expect to learn more from them. 
This sort of community-engaged memory work is never complete.

This paper describes the methods used and results obtained. It also places the 
Dutchess County Poorhouse and Home within the context of similar sites investi-
gated by archaeologists. From this comparison we can learn more about how each 
county cared for their poor, and their dead. We hope that our detailed examination 
of the cemetery layout and management, reveals what is possible without ground 
disturbance and provides comparative data for those cemeteries whose markers were 
lost long before documentation. While the many projects that examine the skeletal 
remains of the dead look for patterns as to how the dead were organized, at Brier 
Hill all evidence suggests that the dead were one community. No segregation based 
on biographical, biological, or cultural traits has been found. There are patterns here, 
but they speak more to the management of the dead than of the biases of the living.

Creating the Dutchess County Poorhouse and Home

In the 1820s, the New York State Assembly passed a series of laws requiring coun-
ties to create special facilities, called poorhouses or homes, to support impoverished 
residents (Higgins 2001a). Some poorhouses received individuals looking for a 
home after manumission of the state’s last slaves in 1826. For example, in nearby 
Ulster County we found a document that discussed a very old man who had no place 
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to go after he was freed, and was put in that county’s Home. But the driving concern 
behind Poor Laws was the expense of at-home care for the poor versus centralized 
care at a county-run institution. State regulations distinguished between “paupers,” 
who were victims of circumstances beyond their control and deserving of support, 
and the “indolent,” who were lazy and did not merit aid.

In 1830, Dutchess County and the City of Poughkeepsie built a joint poorhouse 
on the north end of the city to care for paupers (Blouse 1995). It was just one of 51 
county poorhouses in the state (Higgins 2001a:4), no other state had as many. But 
the urban Poughkeepsie location was unsatisfactory as it placed a burden on one 
city to care for the county poor. In 1863, the Dutchess County Board of Supervisors 
voted to relocate the poorhouse to a more central location in the town of Washington 
(Fig. 1). A 74-ac (30-ha) working farm was purchased and buildings to house the 
poor, insane, and infirm were constructed (NYS Board of Social Services 1904:546). 
Two, two-story brick buildings would serve as a poorhouse and an 18-cell insane 
asylum (New York State Legislature 1865). A frame structure would be the keeper’s 
home. A 1908 report described the poorhouse farm, “a fair dairy farm” and its build-
ings (Board of Supervisors 1908) as “old but serviceable.” The principal crops were 

Fig. 1  Map showing the outline of Dutchess County and the location of the Brier Hill Cemetery. This 
location is in the center of the county, compared to the original poorhouse location in the city of Pough-
keepsie, which is at the western end along the Hudson River
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potatoes (1,000 bu;  35m3), vegetables, and hay. Livestock kept included four horses, 
eight cows, 25 pigs, 50 hens. A hog house and butcher shop were listed. The ruins 
of several farm buildings still stand on the property but all are surrounded by such 
heavy brush that they have neither been surveyed nor archaeologically examined.

The Dutchess County Poorhouse, later known as the Almshouse, Home, and 
Infirmary, operated from 1864 to 1998. It provided residential care for the desti-
tute, ill, and abandoned residents of the county and transients. The nearby Brier 
Hill Cemetery is the final resting place for some of these individuals. Interments 
occurred between 1864 and 1955, at which time the cemetery became inactive. 
Many residents arrived ill and succumbed to paralysis, blindness, frostbite, rheu-
matism, palsy, and general infirmity. Other people buried here lacked identification 
or local family. An unidentified man discovered dead at Chelsea, NY in December 
1940 is interred here (Grave Marker 684), as is Daniel Wright of North Carolina 
(Grave Marker 691), who died in an accident at Glenham in August 1941.

From the 1870s until the 1930s, government reports documented the continu-
ing struggle to provide adequate care for poorhouse residents. An 1878 New York 
Times article called it “A Poor-House To Be Ashamed Of” and included the follow-
ing description: “The stairway leading from the garret to the floor below is not over 
two feet [0.6 m] wide. There is an entire lack of fire-escapes. The ventilation of the 
building has been entirely neglected. There is no place on the premises on which 
to place the sick.” Attempts to upgrade the facilities included a 1903 renovation. 
In 1909, the New York Times declared “Paupers Badly Neglected” and said “there 
were found inmates in what seemed a helpless and hopeless condition, lying on their 
beds receiving only such casual attention as could be rendered by the keeper and 
his wife.”  Renovation in 1938 converted the East Wing of the poorhouse into an 
infirmary. Intended to provide in-patient care for ill or injured residents of the poor-
house, the infirmary swiftly became a nursing home for county residents who could 
not afford care elsewhere. In February 1961, the county completed work on a new 
60-bed wing for the infirmary, which projected from the front of the old infirmary 
and included updated medical equipment and office space. This facility closed in 
November 1998 and today houses the Eastern Dutchess Government Center.

Those Who Lived, Died, or Were Interred

Although the Dutchess County Poorhouse opened its doors in 1864, we know little 
about those early residents. Most records have been either intentionally destroyed or 
unintentionally lost. Through the efforts of genealogists and historians, like Ginny 
and Will, we have been able to piece together narratives of some former residents. 
Some are buried at Brier Hill, but for many their ultimate resting place is unknown.

In 1872, a pregnant woman of about 26 years of age arrived. Her name was Julia 
Goodwell and she gave birth to her only known child, Willie, around her admis-
sion date. Julia would spend the rest of her life in the poorhouse, without Willie 
who was sent to the Home of the Friendless in Poughkeepsie, where he died at the 
age of 4. Julia spent 55 years in the poorhouse, dying there at 81 years of age. She 
was remembered as an “old lady” who loved children, yet the location of her burial 
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within the poorhouse cemetery is unknown. This narrative of Julia and Willie Good-
well was compiled from US census records (1830–70), County Paupers Received 
and Discharged ledgers (1899–1927), County Board of Supervisors Proceedings 
(1873–82), Brier Hill Burial Permits, records of the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery 
(1871–1979), and an article by former Town of Washington Historian Louise Tomp-
kins (1950).

In 1873, “Old Lydia Johnson,” a “landmark” of the nearby town of Rhinebeck, 
according to the local gazette, was admitted to the poorhouse. Born into slavery 
around 1787, Lydia was freed in 1818 at around 31 years of age. She married and 
had seven children, the youngest being born when Lydia was 47 years old. In 1833 
she and her husband Peter purchased a lot in Rhinebeck but by 1840 Peter was no 
longer living there. In 1865 Lydia drew up a will in which she asked to be bur-
ied by her son and with a suitable stone. When admitted to the poorhouse in 1873, 
Lydia was listed as 96 years old and insane. She died in the poorhouse less than two 
months later. Exactly where she is buried remains unclear. This narrative of Lydia 
Johnson was compiled from US census records (1830–70), a New York State cen-
sus (1865), County Paupers Received and Discharged ledgers (1899–1927), County 
Board of Supervisors Proceedings (1873–82), County land and surrogate court 
records, two newspaper articles (Rhinebeck Gazette 1873, 1908), and a book on 
local history (Morse 1908).

Lewis Brown Hubbell also arrived at the poorhouse in 1873, dying within a year. 
Born in 1814, Lewis lost both his parents by the time he was 10 years old. Three of 
his four siblings also predeceased him. In 1842 his sister Caroline traveled to China 
as a missionary and spent much of her life there and in California. Lewis worked as 
a farm laborer and never married. At 59 years of age he was admitted to the poor-
house and was buried there a year later. When Caroline learned of Lewis’ death she 
paid to have a new gravestone erected, replacing the simple numbered marker with 
both a head and a foot stone. It reads “My Brother, Lewis B. Hubbell, Died, Mar 14 
1874, Aged 59 years.” Hubbell was a distant relation of astronomer Edwin Powell 
Hubble, namesake of the Hubble Space Telescope. This narrative of Lewis Hubbell 
was compiled from US census records (1810–60), a published Hubbell family his-
tory (Hubbell 1881), the records of the Hubbell Family Historical Society (Spring-
field, MO), and the work of McAdoo’s students as reported in McAdoo (2003).

In 1883, Stephen Bull was admitted in “poor health” and “broken down in spir-
its.” Born around 1804, Stephen married and had a son. His wife died in 1868 and 
Stephen moved to Canada for a time. He returned to New York around the time that 
his son died in 1879. Just before being admitted to the poorhouse Stephen gave a 
distant relative his family Bible. He made it known that upon death he was to be 
buried with his wife in a cemetery nearby. That plot was the only thing he owned. 
His death was announced in the local paper. It described him as a “once prominent 
man” whose funeral was held at the poorhouse. This narrative of Stephen Bull was 
compiled from the County Paupers Received and Discharged ledgers (1883–97), 
a Poughkeepsie Daily Eagle (1883) newspaper article, and communications with 
genealogist Dorothy Garven.

In 1894, Robert Scofield was admitted as a pauper with kidney disease. Born 
in 1818 in New York City, Robert worked in boating and farming until enlisting 
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into Company I of the 26th NY Colored Volunteers. An 1894 article in the Fishkill 
newspaper Robert was sent to the front and participated in three engagements. The 
article noted that he was wounded by a bayonet at the Battle of St. John’s Island, 
South Carolina. Almost 30 years after the war ended, his health was in such decline 
that citizens in Fishkill Landing, where Robert lived, attempted to secure a pension 
and admission into a government-operated Soldier’s Home for him. Unable to obtain 
either, Robert was admitted to the county poorhouse on February 19, 1894 and died 
18 days later. He is buried in the poorhouse cemetery but the location of his grave is 
unknown. This narrative of Robert Scofield was compiled from US census records 
(1850–70), a New York State census (1892), County Paupers Received and Dis-
charged ledgers (1883–97), veterans schedules of the US census (1890), Scofield’s 
enlistment document (1865) and death certificate (1894), and two Fishkill Standard 
newspaper articles (1894a, 1894b).

In 1910, George Winters was admitted to the poorhouse in very bad health. Born 
locally in 1848, George married Clara Belding and they soon had a daughter whom 
they named Flora. The family lived in Orange County, NY, where George worked in 
a hat factory. Three additional children, Libbie, George Jr., and Olive, were born in 
1876, 1878, and 1881, respectively, and the family moved to Poughkeepsie, in the 
vicinity of Wappingers. George’s occupation changed from carpenter to night watch-
man to mechanic. Clara was the mother of eight children with only four surviving 
her. In 1904 Clara died. In 1910 George was listed as an unemployed boarder, living 
without his children. Both Flora and Olive had married and moved away. His 1910 
admissions paperwork listed his occupation as “huckster” with “Fair” education and 
“Fair” habits but unable to perform labor. George spent six years, four months, and 
ten days in the poorhouse before dying from a stroke. The 68-year-old family man 
was buried with his wife Clara in a churchyard in Beacon, NY, approximately 30 mi 
(48 km) away from Brier Hill. This narrative of George Winters was compiled from 
US census records (1850–1910), County Paupers Received and Discharged ledgers 
(1899–1944), County Almshouse inmate certificates (1909–19), a local newspa-
per article (Sunday Courier 1904), Winters’ death certificate (1916), his tombstone 
inscription at St. Luke’s Cemetery in Beacon, and personal correspondence with 
Winters’ grandson.

In 1911, Margaret Mitchell was found living in a barn about 1 mi (1.6 km) from 
the campus of Vassar College (New York Times 1911). The 71-year-old was reported 
as having “escaped” the county poorhouse. Mitchell told the students that the barn 
was her home. After visiting with her, the students grew suspicious and reported 
their encounter to authorities. Mitchell was picked up by the police and brought to 
the county jail. She was readmitted to the poorhouse in 1913, as destitute, but dis-
charged in 1914. She died shortly after, on July 8, 1914. Her place of death was 
listed as Washington, NY, suggesting she died in or near the poorhouse. More archi-
val work is needed to tease out some of the details of Mitchell’s life, but she may 
have been married to Robert Mitchell, an Irish farm laborer, who also resided in the 
poorhouse and died in 1901. They had two children, Robert Jr. and Anna. This nar-
rative of Margaret Mitchell was compiled from a New York census (1875), County 
Paupers Received and Discharged ledgers (1899–1944), County Almshouse inmate 
certificates (1909–19), and the New York State death index (1901, 1914).
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In 1923, Wesley Phillips was admitted to the poorhouse, where he died on 
November 4. Wesley was only 42 years of age. Born in 1880 in Tennessee, he was 
listed in the 1915 census as a brickyard laborer of Orange County, NY with a per-
manent residence in Norfolk, Virginia. In the 1920 census he was listed as a boarder 
living with the Lambert family in Orange County. On November 7, 1923, a local 
newspaper reported (Beacon 1923) that Wesley’s sister contacted the Beacon police 
that day, over concerns that her brother was seriously ill. The police located Phillips’ 
body at the poorhouse, where he was buried the next day. The burial permit listed his 
cause of death as a pulmonary hemorrhage. The number and location of his grave is 
unknown. This narrative of Wesley Phillips was compiled from US census records 
(1920), an NY State census (1915), County Paupers Received and Discharged ledg-
ers (1899–1944), a local newspaper article (Beacon Daily Herald 1923), Phillips’ 
death certificate (1923), and his Brier Hill burial permit.

The shift from poorhouse to elder care facility was gradual. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed the Social Security Act in 1935, which provided financial benefits to those 
who had paid income taxes. That stipulation created a gap between those who did 
and did not qualify for poor relief. At the Dutchess County poorhouse, construction 
of a new elder care building occurred in 1938, and a new elder care wing was added 
to the original poorhouse structure in 1961. The former poorhouse and asylum prop-
erty became known simply as the County Home or the Infirmary.

In 1965, the Federal government launched Medicaid as a complement to Social 
Security, providing health coverage to low-income Americans. Medicaid then cov-
ered the costs of many who lived at the Dutchess County Home (Blouse 1995). The 
County Home closed in 1998. One of those final residents was local historian Louise 
Tompkins (1907–91). Louise suffered from osteoarthritis from the age of 19 and 
was bedridden for the remainder of her life. She worked with her friend Hilda Bauer, 
another resident of the poorhouse, and together they produced voluminous scholar-
ship. The 1961 wing that they lived in is the only building still in use on the prop-
erty, although its function has changed to that of an outpatient mental health ser-
vices administration building.

The Brier Hill Cemetery

The 1935 Social Security Act may have necessitated recording keeping, which might 
explain why a book containing records of all deaths at the institution between then 
and 1955 survives. From that burial book, we know who is buried in grave numbers 
607 to 748, but only 39% (n = 52) of their markers survive until today. From this we 
learned that many buried at Brier Hill were not poorhouse residents. Some were sim-
ply seeking a place to die. Grave 611 belongs to Charles Smith. Born around 1857 
to a German father and Canadian mother, Charles married Grace Smith in 1920 and 
worked as a factory janitor. He was admitted in 1934 and died two months later. 
Joseph Greenwood is interred at Grave 623. Born in 1854 to a French father and 
Irish mother, Joseph was employed as live-in help. He was widowed before being 
admitted in 1935 and died 15 months later. Grave 636 is that of Martin Maloney. 
Born around 1874 in Ireland, Martin immigrated to the US in 1886. In 1920 he was 
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working locally as a farm laborer. In 1937 he was admitted for being infirm. He died 
six months later. Grave 651 belongs to John W. Newman. Born in 1897, John was 
a laborer and World War I soldier. In 1939 he was admitted on account of infirmity. 
He died six months later, at 40 years of age. Paul Vrabja is interred at Grave 675. 
Born in 1867 in Holland, Paul worked as a cabinet maker in Cleveland. He was 
admitted to the county home in 1940 for being infirm, and died three weeks later.

The Brier Hill cemetery also received the bodies of individuals who could not be 
interred elsewhere. In 1939, premature twins Gerow and Agnes Griffin succumbed 
after just four days of life at the Vassar Hospital. They were buried together in Grave 
661. In 1941, the body of six-month old Patricia Jones was interred in Grave 680. 
She was found dead in her crib by her caretakers (Poughkeepsie Eagle News 1941), 
having choked on her bottle. In 1950, John F. Walker’s body was found near the 
railroad tracks in Poughkeepsie. John was just 44 years old and appeared to have 
fallen into a shallow creek. An article in the local paper (Poughkeepsie Journal 
1950) listed the cause of death as asphyxia due to submersion and acute intoxica-
tion. A bottle of liquor was found in his pocket. John was born in 1906 in the State 
of Michigan. He completed two years of high school. In 1930 he married Octava 
Louise Ray near Albany, NY, and they had six children together. He worked for 
D&H Trust Company and spent time in jail for domestic violence. On the 1939 cen-
sus, John’s income was listed as zero dollars, yet his children ranged from two to 
ten years in age. He was buried at Brier Hill, although he was never a resident of 
the poorhouse or elder care facility in life. His grave was assigned number 730 but 
that marker is lost and the location of his body is now unknown. This narrative of 
John F. Walker was compiled from US census records (1940), the County Home 
Burial Book (1934–55), Walker’s marriage certificate and death certificate, a local 
newspaper article (Beacon Daily Herald 1923), and personal communication with 
his granddaughter.

The last known burial made at Brier Hill is Grave 748, that of William Patterson 
who died at the County Home on May 6, 1955, at the age of 65. After that date, 
residents were buried elsewhere and the cemetery became overgrown from lack of 
use. The County Home shut down in 1998 and the cemetery was effectively forgot-
ten until Ginny Buechele and Lorraine Roberts, local historians and activists, cease-
lessly advocated for the County to document and restore the cemetery.

Working Together to Remember and Restore

In 2003, Brian McAdoo, a Vassar geology professor, used the Brier Hill cemetery to 
teach a course called “Digital Underground.” The following details about that course 
are taken from McAdoo’s (2003) report on its methodology and accomplishments. 
Students spent nine days in the field with Buechele, Roberts, and other community 
members. They began with a pedestrian survey, identifying grave locations by find-
ing markers and/or surface depressions. Next, they employed a combination of elec-
trical resistivity, magnetometry, and ground penetrating radar for subsurface survey. 
Together, the surface and subsurface investigations identified 838 grave-like anoma-
lies strewn across a 1.5-ac (0.6-ha) site. Only 270 markers were in place.
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Alone, the survey data was little more than a test of methodology. Fortunately, 
Buechele had created an invaluable summary of data from the 1872–1944 admit-
tance and discharge records, now held by the Dutchess County Historian’s Office 
(Buechele 2003). From that, Buechele and McAdoo estimated that 924 deaths 
occurred at the poor house, some portion of whom were buried in this cemetery. 
McAdoo’s students searched other historical documents, including accounting ledg-
ers, a 1934 cemetery survey map, a “burial book” which records the Poorhouse 
deaths and burial locations from 1934 to 1955, and burial permits of the Town of 
Washington (1919–2003). From those records, 246 known individuals were identi-
fied as likely buried at Brier Hill. The “burial book” provided names, dates of death 
and burial, home town, race, and cause of death, for those interred in graves 607 
through 748. Unfortunately the markers of only 50 of those individuals had been 
located by the 2003 research team. Table  1 summarizes these counts to illustrate 
why it is difficult to answer the question “How many people are buried here?”

Beisaw arrived at Vassar College in 2012, and was immediately contacted by 
McAdoo about continuing the cemetery mapping project. McAdoo brought Beisaw 
to the sites of both the Ulster County and Dutchess County cemeteries and explained 
how important it was for Vassar to continue to help protect and document these 
sites. (At the Ulster County poorhouse cemetery, he found evidence of over 2000 
burials. That property now serves as the County Fairgrounds and Swimming Pool.) 
Soon after, McAdoo left Vassar and moved to Singapore to join the Yale-NUS Col-
lege faculty there. In 2014, students from Vassar College and Ithaca College com-
bined forces to spend a day cutting briars at the Brier Hill cemetery. Despite the 
large group, approximately 30 people in all, little progress was made. The extensive 
briars, poison ivy, fallen trees, and stinging insects made clearing graves by hand it 
an impossible task. The project stalled.

In 2016, Robert Balkind became the new Dutchess County Commissioner of 
Public Works and under his leadership cemetery preservation became a reality. Bei-
saw used McAdoo’s survey data to help Balkind define cemetery boundaries. The 
area was then cleared of overgrowth and leveled using pea gravel. Grass seeds were 

Table 1  Counts of deaths and burials from historical sources as well as numbers of markers surveyed in 
1934, 2003, and 2019 and number of graves detected with remote sensing in 2003

Source of Data Count Clarifications

Deaths at Poorhouse 1872–1944 from Admis-
sion/Discharge Records

924

Burials at Brier Hill 1934–1955 from Burial 
Book

246 Only 50 of those markers present in 2003

Grave Markers Documented on 1934 survey 234
Grave Markers Documented in 2003 survey 270
Grave-like Anomalies Detected in 2003 568 Excluding those with markers
Grave Markers Documented in 2019 survey 233 Excluding 52 lost since 1934 or 2003 but 

whose locations are recorded
Best Estimate of Burial Count 800–1000
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spread across the cemetery and had a chance to sprout now that sunlight could reach 
the ground level with fewer trees and bushes. The cemetery entrance was marked 
with a wooden fence and a large boulder. Daniel Goldschmidt, an Eagle Scout, con-
structed an interpretive kiosk at the end of a .25-mi (0.4-km_ access road. Tatum has 
spearheaded the creation of interpretive panels that will be installed there and near 
the remaining poorhouse building. Unfortunately, between 2003 and 2019, many of 
the original structures went unmaintained and were eventually demolished. Only 
one of the original poorhouse structures remains and it is fenced off and covered in 
ivy. A few farm outbuildings and a springhouse remain, but they too are deteriorat-
ing and unlikely to stand much longer.

Surveying Loss and Recovering Memory

In 2019, the cleared and leveled cemetery was accessible for survey work to resume. 
More markers were found, with the total count of those present rising to 296 from 
the 270 found by McAdoo’s team in 2003. The 2019 surface survey of the ceme-
tery markers completed by Vassar students was able to document not only presence/
absence and latitude/longitude coordinates but also the condition and style of every 
marker present. A simple typology was used in the field to record if the marker was 
large (4 in, 10.16 cm) or small (2.75 in, 7 cm) in diameter and whether or not it was 
glazed. Figure 2 illustrates the range of marker types and conditions as present in 
2003 and 2020.

Of the markers present, 47 were identified as in need of preservation (see Fig. 2) 
or they will soon be illegible or otherwise lost. Several markers were not set well 

Fig. 2  Examples of Brier Hill grave markers to show variation in types and conditions. Grave 1 has a 
small glazed marker. Grave 546 has a small diameter maker with an unglazed surface
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into the ground and by November of 2020 some of these had been moved or lost. 
Using the 1934 and 2003 survey data, the 2019 Vassar crew was able to remark 
52 graves. Temporary white pin flags were placed at the location of lost markers 
and the correct grave number was written on the flag. Most of those flags had been 
lost by November 2020 but they can be replaced at any time using the survey data 
collected.

McAdoo used the 1934 survey map in his 2003 surface and subsurface survey. 
That data combined with the 2019 survey has provided us with a unique opportu-
nity to assess how the cemetery has deteriorated from 1934 to 2020, and how much 
of that deterioration has occurred in the last 15 years. By plotting the location and 
condition of each marker (Fig.  3), along with the subsurface survey locations of 
unmarked graves, we have created a map that captures the ongoing decay that could 
easily erase these people and this place from the landscape. The decay of markers 
is inevitable but this mapping project has allowed us to preserve and recover infor-
mation. Additional markers have recently come out of the ground as the pea gravel 
has shifted with two winters of freeze–thaw cycles. But our map can help relocate 
lost markers and allow us to study the cemetery without excavating it. Mapping has 
revealed what mattered most to those who had the grim task of burying the County’s 
least fortunate.

Mapping the simple marker typology of small/large and glazed/unglazed revealed 
clear patterning (see Fig. 3). Graves 1–100 are all small and glazed and occur in the 
center of the cemetery. Graves 508–748 are all small and unglazed and occur in dis-
crete areas, mainly around the edges of the cemetery. The large and glazed markers 
are numbered 427–504 but are unique in many ways. First, only a few numbers in 
the possible sequence of 400s are used (Table 2). Second, those used numbers are 
often used multiple times. Third, some markers contain two numbers (Fig. 4). Last, 

Fig. 3  Map showing the condition of grave markers at Brier Hill cemetery in 2020, including a typology 
of markers for those still present
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they occur in discrete areas but they seem to fill in gaps rather than extend the cem-
etery into new areas.

Although the burial book shows that those interred after December 1934 were 
given unique grave numbers, some before that were given identical numbers. This 
does not appear to have been in error, clerical or otherwise. For example, the reused 
numbers of 494 and 474 occur several times in close spatial proximity to each other 
(see Fig. 4), and do so in two different areas of the cemetery. These seem to be code 
numbers, not unique identifiers of named individuals. Further supporting evidence 
that these are code numbers is that both 474 and 494 often co-occur with a second 
number on a single grave marker. In one case, a marker is labeled 493/494. Adjacent 

Table 2  An accounting of the 
reused grave numbers at Brier 
Hill. Note that none of the 
numbers before 426 or after 
504 are used more than once. 
Number 494 is used the most, 
with five occurrences

Grave No Times Occurs 
Alone

Occurs With Other 
Number

Total 
Occur-
rences

426 0 427 1
427 0 426 1
443 0 450 1
445 0 446 1
446 0 445 1
450 0 443 1
457 0 474 1
458 0 473 1
473 0 458 1
474 0 457, 475, 479 3
475 0 474, 478 2
476 0 477 1
477 0 476 1
478 0 475, 492 2
479 0 474, 491 2
481 0 489 1
489 0 481 1
490 0 498 1
491 0 479 1
492 0 478 1
493 0 494, 495 2
494 4 493 5
495 0 493 1
497 0 498 1
498 0 490, 497 2
499 0 500 1
500 1 499, 504 3
503 3 3
504 1 500 2
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to that marker is one labeled 479/474. Evidence that these are not the graves of two 
individuals can be found in the burial book, which lists grave 661 as that of prema-
ture twins Gerow and Agnes Griffin. There is also little space for two individuals to 
be buried in these graves, whose markers are closer together than most single num-
bered graves.

It seems that reused numbers (see Table 2) must be codes for conditions, such 
as an unidentified body, that would occur with some frequency. Using the burial 
book as an indicator of what information officials deemed important to record for 
the dead, options are Name, Age, Town, Place of Death, and Date of Burial. If 
494 is code for John Doe and 474 is for Jane Doe, the second number that appears 
on the same marker may indicate the place where the body was found, such as 
Poughkeepsie. It is likely that the Social Security Act put an end to the use of 
codes for those interred at the poorhouse. From the burial book, we know that 
unidentified bodies continued to be buried at Brier Hill, but they were given the 
next grave number in the sequence based on burial date. For example, Grave 737 
is listed as that of an unidentified “colored” man who died on September 9, 1952. 
Place of death is listed as Hudson River.

These reused numbers, Beisaw believes, are the key to cracking the larger 
code of why there are so many unmarked graves at Brier Hill. If we exclude the 
possible coded 427–504 numbered graves from our dataset, there are (or were) 
markers for graves 1–100 and 505–748. That means that if all burials were at 
one time sequentially numbered, excluding the reused codes, there should be 
405 unmarked graves at the site (numbers 101–506). McAdoo detected 533. But 

Fig. 4  Closeup of reused grave numbers in close proximity to one another, suggesting that these are code 
numbers not clerical mistakes. Those using numbers 494 and 474 are highlighted. Rectangles are used 
here to symbolize the approximate size of a coffin to test the potential for graves with two numbers to 
contain two individuals
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Beisaw’s review of the survey data suggests that 97 of Graves 1–100 and 506–748 
had lost their markers by 2003 (or they were not found by the 2003 survey team, 
working in the thick overgrowth). Together, that accounts for roughly 502 of the 
533 subsurface anomalies McAdoo detected. Some of those anomalies may not 
be graves, or may be the same grave counted twice.

The head and foot stone of Lewis B. Hubbell and the will of Lydia Johnson sug-
gest that the unmarked graves are not those that occurred after burial 100 and before 
burial 508. Grave 1 seems to be simply the first burial to receive a concrete marker, 
not the first individual buried at Brier Hill. The evidence comes from the details of 
these stories. Hubbell was admitted to the poorhouse in 1873 and died there in 1874. 
His grave stands alone partially because it has a “suitable stone” as “Old Lydia John-
son” requested she have in her will. But Hubbell is also literally alone in that none of 
the burials around him have markers now or that existed during the earlier surveys. 
If interments at the Brier Hill cemetery began when the poorhouse relocated here in 
1864, Hubbell is likely in the oldest part of the cemetery. Grave 1 is 55-m (182-ft) 
away from Hubbell’s, although it lines up in the same row of graves. Johnson died 
at the poorhouse (or more likely the adjacent insane asylum) in 1873 but asked to 
be buried in a church cemetery where she could have a “suitable stone.” Hubbell’s 
sister responded to the news that her brother was buried in the poorhouse cemetery 
by paying for him to have a “suitable stone.”

Together, the stories of these individuals suggest that the earliest burials here 
did not include a durable marker or gravestone. The graves were likely marked with 
wood that deteriorated over time, but lasted long enough that existing burials were 
not disturbed by those that followed soon after. The same is likely true for the 48 
now unmarked burials of those assigned grave numbers between 607 and 748. For 
whatever reason, some individuals received concrete markers and others did not. As 
with most decisions, the reason was probably financial. Using the known individuals 
of the burial book, graves 607–748, every attempt to find any pattern to the organi-
zation of the cemetery by biographical information failed. The only area with any 
hint of organization is a cluster of infant and child graves. Six-month-old Patricia 
Jones, Grave 680, is buried near the premature Gerrow twins, Grave 661, and infant 
Alix Hancock, Grave 662, despite Jones being buried almost two years after Han-
cock and the Gerrow twins (Fig. 5). This implies that there was some effort to either 
keep children together or to make efficient use of the space where smaller coffins 
were in use.

Management of the Brier Hill cemetery has an air of practicality to it. The pat-
terns of burial are not based on the identity of the dead, instead they seem to be 
about efficiently managing the infilling of the space available. Assessment of the 
marker number sequence revealed that burials often alternated between the east and 
west sides of the cemetery (see Fig. 5), before they extended the cemetery north, 
toward the poorhouse and infirmary buildings. This alternating pattern occurred as 
early as Grave 1 and persisted into the 600s. This pattern did not correspond to seg-
regation based on sex, race, religion, country of origin, prior occupation, or home 
town. Even the unidentified bodies occur throughout the areas used from 1934 to 
1955. Instead, this alternating of space may simply have been about the logistics of 
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filling in freshly dug graves and the time necessary to allow the ground to resettle 
before adjacent internments were made.

The 507–617 burials extended the cemetery to the road that bound it on the west 
and the hillslope that bound it on the east. The central area of older (now unmarked) 
graves was respectfully avoided to prevent disturbance of the long-dead. In fact, when 
their existing supply of numbered concrete markers was exhausted, after Grave 100, the 
cemetery managers may have decided to count out the older burials before deciding to 
restart their concrete markers with 507. Once 507–617 had filled in the spaces around 
the older cemetery, burials 618–748 were made in a new area.

Instead of following the existing, somewhat haphazard pattern of rows, this new area 
was oriented to align with true north. This extension of the cemetery again followed 
the minor topographic shifts in ground surface. If these interpretations of the data are 
correct, this pattern suggests that each of the unique individuals whose stories ended 
with burial at Brier Hill were treated the same and with care. Biological or cultural 

Fig. 5  A closeup of the cemetery’s center showing only marked burials and their numbers to reveal loca-
tion patterning. The child graves are highlighted near the top, graves numbered 494 and 474 are high-
lighted to the right and left. To see the alternating east–west grave placement start with Grave 1 near the 
center. Grave 2 is three markers away from it. Grave 3 is near the bottom left, with Graves 4 and 5 adja-
cent to it. Grave 6 and 7 are back in the row containing Grave 1
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origins and identities mean little in the graveyard of the poor and unwanted. Following 
that logic, Beisaw believes that the true number of individuals buried here is quite close 
to 748, the counted-out markers. Those repeating codes possibly extend that count 
towards 800.

Placing Brier Hill in Larger Context

Many poorhouse and pauper cemeteries have been noted prior to new construc-
tion but not protected or studied. Many have been destroyed. For example, in 
1981 archaeologists had reported that an unmarked cemetery for paupers and the 
insane was associated with the Massachusetts Correctional Institute at Bridge-
water, but a follow up survey found nothing left (Garman and Russo 1999:133). 
Of New York State’s county poorhouses, archaeologists found little left of the 
cemeteries for Broome County (Killoran et  al. 1997), Livingston County (Pow-
ers 2019), Onondaga County (Seib 2012), Ontario County (Morton and Caretta 
2020), and Saratoga County (Selig 2018). Yet at two other county poorhouses, 
Monroe and Oneida County, archaeologists encountered a significant number of 
bodies in unmarked poorhouse cemeteries.

In 1984, archaeologists from the Rochester NY Museum and Science Center 
worked to recover 301 individuals from the Monroe County Almshouse’s High-
land Park Cemetery. That is believed to be about half of the cemetery population 
(DiGangi and Sirianni 2017:155). Although the Monroe County Poorhouse oper-
ated from 1826 until the 1930s, burials at Highland Park ended in 1863. Because 
the cemetery markers were lost long before archaeologists were called in, there 
was little to study other than the bodies, which could not be directly correlated to 
archival records (DiGangi and Sirianni 2017; Lanphear 1990; Sirianni and Hig-
gins 1995; Steegmann 1991). In 1989, 81 burials were encountered on the prop-
erty that was once home to the Oneida County Poorhouse then the Rome State 
Custodial Asylum (Manning 2015; Santangelo 1989). The unmarked burials were 
encountered in trenches dug for the installation of power and water lines. Analy-
sis of the bodies was conducted by the archaeologists at Syracuse University and 
the New York State Museum. They concluded that the remains were more likely 
associated with the asylum than with the poorhouse (Manning 2015:30).

Excavations at the New York’s Albany County Almshouse and Hospital cem-
etery occurred in 1989 and 2002. Together, archaeologists removed around 1500 
individuals, with a subset of those preserved well enough to facilitate study 
(Lowe 2017; Phillips 2001). Phillips pooled the Oneida County Poorhouse and 
the Albany County Almshouse data together to look for bioarchaeological evi-
dence of social stigma. Of the 113 discrete burials assessed, only three (2.7%) 
appeared to have been treated differently in death than the others interred at the 
two sites. Those three individuals had visible skeletal lesions, suggestive of syph-
ilis, and their bodies appeared to have been “casually tossed” into open graves 
(Phillips 2001:32). With the larger Albany collection from the 2002 excava-
tions, Lowe was able to assess the bodily treatment of 903 individuals from that 
almshouse alone. Fifty-one individuals (5.65%) displayed postmortem cutmarks 
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more consistent with the teaching of anatomy than for a typical autopsy. Archival 
records show that the nearby Albany Medical College was receiving almshouse 
dead and the state penitentiary for dissection and returning bodies to the alms-
house cemetery for burial. Lowe (2017:326)  found discrepancies between the 
records and the skeletal sample that suggest either poor record keeping or that 
some “dissected individuals were buried elsewhere or were disposed of by other 
means, such as cremation.”

The three largest American poorhouse cemetery projects all began after 1990. 
In 1990, archaeologists excavating in northwest Chicago, Illinois, uncovered part 
of the first cemetery of the Cook County Poor Farm and Insane Asylum (Grauer 
et al. 1998; Grauer and McNamara 1995). They recovered the remains of 120 indi-
viduals from 114 grave features. In 1991, a cultural resources management firm 
was contracted to remove 1,649 individuals from the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Poor 
Farm Cemetery (Drew 2018; Richards 1997;  Richards and Kaskell 1993; Rich-
ards et al. 2016, 2017). In 2013, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Historical 
Resource Management Services was contracted to remove an additional 665 indi-
viduals. Back in New York, the unmarked Erie County Poorhouse Cemetery was 
excavated by the University of Buffalo Archaeological Survey team between 2008 
and 2012 (Byrnes 2015;  Higgins 2001a; Knowles 2016; Mayberry 2017; Odien 
2015). The remains of 376 individuals were recovered when redevelopment of the 
University of Buffalo’s south campus required removal of the dead. From archi-
val records, it was estimated that more than 3,100 individuals were interred there 
between 1880 and 1913 (Knowles 2016:5). The poorhouse operated from 1829 to 
1913, changing locations in 1850 to move further from the growing urban center 
(Knowles 2016:29).

The cemeteries of these three American social welfare institutions, the Milwau-
kee Poor Farm, the Erie County Poorhouse, and the Monroe County Poorhouse, 
became the training grounds for bioarchaeologists and forensic anthropologists who 
conducted analyses of the remains (Byrnes 2015; DiGangi and Sirianni 2017; Hig-
gins 2001b; Higgins and Sirianni 1995; Killoran et al. 1997, 2001, Knowles 2016; 
Lanphear 1990; Mayberry 2017; Nystrom 2014; Odien 2015; Sirianni and Higgins 
1995; Steegmann 1991). From these studies we learned about the health of the poor 
in nineteenth - and early twentieth-century America. When Higgins (2001b:22) 
compared the Erie County Poorhouse dead to mortality profiles of the county com-
munity for the same years, she found that deaths due to infectious disease declined 
in the general population in 1890 and 1900 but not in the poorhouse population. For 
the preceding decades there was little difference between the two populations. At 
the Monroe County Poorhouse, Steegmann (1991) found little difference in stature 
between those buried there and data on American populations at the same time. The 
poorhouse cemetery population “looks remarkably normal in all of its dimensions” 
(Steegmann  1991:264). The conclusion was that inmates were “better off than 
expected, at least while they were growing” (Steegmann  1991:267). Such studies 
may not be finding the biological differences they expected because poorhouse cem-
eteries contain a cross-section of the living community, not only individuals who 
suffered from poverty or institutionalization for their majority of their lives.
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Brooke Drew’s (2018)  recent dissertation on the Milwaukee cemetery 
(1882–1925), provides much needed institution-specific knowledge for improving 
bioarchaeological assessments of its dead. Drew’s research included a thorough 
examination of its burial book, a leather-bound ledger now held by the Milwau-
kee County Historical Society. In it, all burials from 1882 to 1974 are docu-
mented with recorded unique alphanumeric grave numbers for each individual. 
Their system of numbering was sequential and the sequence changed over time, 
as we inferred for the Dutchess County cemetery. But the Milwaukee system was 
alphanumeric, which was necessary to create unique numbers for the more than 
7,000 dead. Starting in 1920, children were numbered separately from adults. 
Quoting from Drew (2018:47):

both subadult and adult burial grave numbers were alphanumeric and 
sequential despite the two groups being buried in different areas; the first 
Cemetery II grave number, “H33,” was listed for 69-year-old FRED W. 
THEDERAHN (d. 21 August 1882) … This practice continued until the 
burial of 67-year-old OWEN M. DAVIS (d. 22 January 1904) with grave 
number Z100. The system was restarted with A1 for the subsequent bur-
ial, ultimately resulting in the duplication of many numbers throughout the 
cemetery.
The simple alphanumeric grave numbers were utilized until October 1920, 
after which children’s graves were singled out with a “CS” prefix. This dual 
system continued until January 1923 when the first burial for that year, the 
premature infant of REINHARDT WIEDENHOFT (d. 7 January 1923), was 
listed as “C-1-23.” The following entry for 54-year-old JOHN BALAS (d. 
23 January 1923) contains the number “1-23”

As at Brier Hill, the Milwaukee system used sequential numbering, although 
the system changed over time and sometimes produced duplicate numbers. Unlike 
at Brier Hill, the Milwaukee cemetery used a different numbering system for chil-
dren, but only after 1920. Because the Milwaukee cemetery was unmarked at the 
time of excavation, archaeologists could not assess how the numbering system 
corresponded to placement of individuals in the cemetery or their health. But in 
the photo archives Drew  (2018:64) found evidence that a series of graves were 
pre-dug such as to be ready to easily receive the newly dead as needed. The in-
place markers at Brier Hill do not support an interpretation that rows were pre-
dug, because marker numbers suggest an alternating east–west pattern to ceme-
tery use. Archival records suggest that Brier Hill was actually not receiving many 
poorhouse dead per year.

Admittance and discharge records for the Dutchess County poorhouse are avail-
able for the year 1909 (NYS Board of Charities). There we see that 51 men were 
admitted, 17 discharged, and two died. Among the discharged were two children. 
Of the five listed as destitute, one (25-years of age) was discharged to his sister. Of 
the seven admitted for intemperance, three were discharged. Of the eight admitted 
for old age, two were discharged and one died. Of the 23 admitted for sickness, ten 
were discharged. For the women, eight were admitted, and three discharged. None 
died. Those discharged were two children and a teenager admitted for pregnancy. 
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The women who remained included a pregnant teen, a single woman aged 70 years, 
a married woman aged 63 years, and two widows aged 75 and 78 years. We do not 
have the burial records for Brier Hill in 1909 to know how many people from out-
side the poorhouse were interred there. But from the poorhouse population, as few 
as two internments may have been made.

Friends of the Deceased

The small yet relatively undisturbed Brier Hill cemetery, with the continued pres-
ence of almost 300 of its estimated 800 grave markers, allows us to ask differ-
ent archaeological questions about those that rest there. The personal narratives 
included above suggest that we should consider more than just the physical con-
dition of people at time of their death. Through the experiences of Lewis B. Hub-
bell, whose sister gave him a gravestone, and Old Lydia Johnson, who asked for 
a suitable stone in her will but which has yet to be located, we can see that poor-
houses were about relationships, not just health and economics. Poorhouses were 
where many Americans spent the last days of their lives when they could not 
afford care elsewhere (Higgins 2001a, b), but that did not mean that these people 
had no one who cared for them.

A review of the State Charities Aid Association (SCAA) report for 1891 pro-
vides a historical snapshot of how individuals transformed from living in a poor-
house to becoming one of their buried dead. The report enumerates the poor-
houses of each of New York’s counties, providing details on resident populations 
but also as to whether or not burial services were held for the dead. Of the 52 
counties included, only 23 said “yes,” burial services are always held. Some of 
those who said “no” provided clarification. For the Erie County poorhouse, it was 
reported that burial services occurred for all bodies not claimed in summer but 
in winter unclaimed bodies were given to the medical colleges (SCAA 1891:58). 
The Franklin County poorhouse reported “no burial services unless friends desire 
it” (SCAA 1891:62). For Suffolk County, “The dead are frequently removed by 
friends and given a Christian burial in their own cemetery” (SCAA 1891:107). 
For St. Lawrence County, “It is intended to hold burial services, but it is not 
known certainly whether such intention will be carried out” (SCAA 1891:100). 
The entry for Richmond County provides more insight into the entire process:

The dead are taken immediately after death to a room kept for the purpose, 
properly attended to and dressed in a shroud. Twelve hours after death they 
are buried. The family or friends are allowed to have the body if they desire. 
As no burial services of any kind were ever held at the death of an inmate, 
the Committee requested the Superintendent in case of death to notify 
a clergyman whose church the patient belonged; now a service is held at 
every burial [SCAA 1891:78].

We see here that the wishes of friends and relatives impacted whether or not 
the deceased became a resident of the poorhouse cemetery. This may explain 
why so many bioarchaeological studies of poorhouse populations fail to find the 
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biological indicators of poor health. Being buried at a poorhouse and pauper cem-
etery may have had more to do with whether or not an individual was survived by 
someone who had the means to claim their loved one and bury them elsewhere 
than with the health or poverty of themselves. The SCAA report uses the word 
“friends” 33 times, because friendship was a main factor in determining who did 
and did not end up in a poorhouse, and its cemetery. Friendship (literal or figura-
tive) may also have had some impact on the organization of a poorhouse cem-
etery, according to the SCAA report. The description of the Columbia County 
Poorhouse at Ghent includes the following details:

Had a very pleasant visit at the county house. The inmates were very glad to 
see us, seemed unusually cheerful and contented. Every part of the house was 
in perfect order; air pure, floors clean, counterpanes, especially in the insane 
department, spotless. Sarah P., an insane woman, was dying. She had been an 
inmate three years. There was a girl baby three weeks old, child and mother 
came from Hudson. Mary Jane was helping the nurse care for the little stran-
ger; the mother is very feeble yet. Mrs. T. had died, also Mr. P., both of whom 
were buried by the side of their friends (SCAA 1891:45).

In the Brier Hill burial book it is noted that Grave 669 is that of Joseph Beres, 
51  years of age, who died on April 30, 1940 and was buried May 2. Next to his 
name is written “could not locate any relatives.” Not interred at Brier Hill is Edna 
Woodruff, 66 years of age, whose body was “sent to Patchogue, L.I. [Long Island] 
by Mr. Allen [undertaker].” Patchogue is approximately 125 mi (201 km) away.

The dead of Brier Hill have been fortunate to have a community of county offi-
cials, residents, and scholars who are caring for their final resting place. We may not 
know exactly where each of the individual dead are buried, but we know the com-
munity is there and they are deserving of our continued care.

Conclusions and Future Directions

Since 1864, the Brier Hill cemetery has served as the final resting place for some 
residents of the adjacent Dutchess County poorhouse, asylum, and elder care facili-
ties. But the approximately 800 individuals interred there include many who sim-
ply needed a place to be buried. Between the years 1955 and 2000, the cemetery 
went unused and became so overgrown that it was essentially forgotten. This paper 
summarized how a community of researchers, county officials, local historians, col-
lege students, and an Eagle Scout came together to remake Brier Hill into a place 
of memory. The authors combined their skills in subsurface remote sensing, sur-
face mapping, artifact typology, genealogy, and archival research to document and 
protect Brier Hill. A community of the living caring for a community of the dead 
reflects the ideals of care that initiated the creation of poorhouses.

Archival research and genealogy allowed for the creation of brief narratives of 
those who came to the county poorhouse. From those we learned that many people 
spent just their last days in the institution, essentially seeking a place to die. Dying 
at the poorhouse did not necessarily lead to becoming buried there. If friends or 
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relatives could provide an alternative, burial occurred elsewhere – even as far as 
125 mi (201 km) away. Brier Hill also includes the remains of babies born prema-
ture at a hospital, individuals found dead in the Hudson River and along railroad 
tracks, a factory worker, a cabinet maker, a farm laborer, and others who were not 
institutionalized over long periods of time. This study therefore provide a counter-
point to the bioarchaeological approaches that expect to find evidence of long-term 
stress in poorhouse dead.

Remote sensing, mapping, and marker typology allowed for the assessment of 
how the cemetery was filled. The variety of markers were used revealed patterns 
of change over time. The grave marked number one with a concrete cylinder is not 
likely the first burial made but the first to use that type of marker. After that, intern-
ments were made in an alternating east–west pattern that efficiently used space, and 
presumably allowed for the settling of soils before adjacent graves were dug. After 
the 100th burial with a concrete cylinder, the system changed. Numbers repeat in a 
manner suggestive of codes before beginning again with sequential numbers, start-
ing in the 600s. The Social Security Act of 1935 may have necessitated improved 
record keeping, in the forms of a burial book, a cemetery survey map, and the return 
to unique burial numbers. Correlating these archival sources to the archaeological 
data show that burial locations did not vary based on age, sex, race, nationality, or 
any other documented category. The dead formed one community.

Although poorhouses were not often able to live up to the ideals that created 
them, genealogists, geologists, historians, and archaeologists have the methods to 
do right by those buried in their cemeteries. In New York State alone, as many as 40 
poorhouse cemeteries have yet to be documented by professional archaeologists or 
otherwise registered with the State Historic Preservation Office. If we can document 
these sites without excavation, we can help protect and preserve these sacred spots, 
the places of the not-entirely forgotten.
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