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ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORIAN WILLIAM CRONON TO SPEAK AT DUKE 
 
 
        DURHAM, N.C. -- Environmental historian and best-selling author William Cronon will 
speak at Duke University later this month on why he believes the environmental movement 
must be careful not to oppose humanism in its quest to protect the natural world. 

Cronon’s address, “Humanist Environmentalism: A Manifesto,” will be held at 4 p.m. 
April 30 in Love Auditorium in the Levine Science Research Center. The lecture is open to the 
public and jointly sponsored by Duke’s Nicholas School of the Environment, Department of 
History and the Forest History Society. A reception will follow. 

“Bill Cronon is the most distinguished historian of the environment,” said Norman L. 
Christensen Jr., dean of the Nicholas School of the Environment. “More than anyone I know, 
Bill Cronon has succeeded in uniting two very different worlds ─ the human-focused, 
narrative-driven world of history and the biocentric, data-driven world of ecology.” 

Cronon is a historian who studies American environmental history and the history of the 
American West. His research is concerned with the ways human communities modify the 
landscapes in which they live and people are in turn affected by changing geological, 
climatological, epidemiological and ecological conditions. 

“The environmental movement needs to be careful not to set itself in opposition to 
humanism, however strongly we may be committed to non-anthropocentric ways of thinking 
about the natural world and how best to protect it,” said Cronon, who will offer 10 theses for 
which“humanist environmentalism” ought to stand. 

Cronon is the Frederick Jackson Turner Professor of History, Geography and 
Environmental Studies at the University of Wisconsin at Madison, where he is also the 
founding faculty member of the new Chadbourne Residential College. He previously served 
for more than a decade in the history department at Yale University. 
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He is the author of several books, including Uncommon Ground: Toward 
Reinventing Nature (1995), Under an Open Sky: Rethinking America’s Western Past (1992), 
Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West (1991), and Changes in the Land: Indians, 
Colonists and the Ecology of New England (1983). 

He has won a number of awards for his books, including the Francis Parkman Prize of 
the Society of American Historians in 1984, the Chicago Tribune’s Heartland Prize for the best 
literary work of non-fiction in 1991 and the Bancroft Prize for the best work of American history 
in 1992. He was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in history. 

Cronon recently completed a three-year term as president of the American Society of 
Environmental History and serves as the general editor of the Weyerhaeuser Environmental 
Books Series for the University of Washington Press. 

Born in New Haven, Conn., Cronon earned his bachelor of arts degree from the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison and holds a master of arts degree, M.Phil. and Ph.D. from 
Yale and a D.Phil. from Oxford University. Cronon has been a Rhodes Scholar, Danforth 
Fellow and MacArthur Fellow. 
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