
 

Last year, Duke University enjoyed its latest string of 

triumphs—from seeing two more Duke undergraduates win 

prestigious Rhodes Scholarships, to having the sharpest rise in NIH 

funding among top medical schools, to becoming one of only five 

American universities ever to raise $2 billion in a single fundraising 

campaign.

The achievements were remarkable, but not unexpected: They grew 

from goals set by by Duke's president, Nannerl O. Keohane, when 

she took office in 1993. Today, one decade later, we invite you to 

consider the highlights of 2002-2003 as steps in a longer journey 

along the path of progress and leadership that Duke University has 

been forging for ten years.

Questions or comments? Please contact Susan Kauffman, Office of Public Affairs, at susan.kauffman@duke.edu or (919) 661-
8975. © Copyright Duke University, 2003 



 

In many ways, it seems like only yesterday that I stood in 

front of our magnificent Duke Chapel to be inaugurated as 

president of this remarkable intellectual community.

The ceremony reminded all of us that day of Duke’s august 

traditions, and of the hopes and dreams of the founders of the 

institution. I was also aware then, and have been every day of 

my presidency, that the modern, elite research university is not 

only a place of strong traditions but also a place of endless 

exploration, with an eager focus on the future. The university is 

rational and skeptical, yet daring and hopeful. Its approach to the 

mission of creating new knowledge must be idealistic without 

being ideological, because truth--even hard, scientific knowledge--

is provisional, discovered and developed in intellectual, historical 

and political contexts that change over the years.

A great university nourishes the productive tension between 

preserving and transmitting a canon while encouraging 

exploration, peer review and research that could potentially 



undermine it. I spoke of these issues in my inaugural address and 

also touched on other themes that are crucial elements of a great 

and flourishing institution. Among them were the importance of 

the undergraduate experience, which lies at the heart of any 

major teaching university; the key role of research in all 

disciplines; the need to apply advances in knowledge to enrich 

people’s lives; productive engagement with our host city; 

diversity as both a moral imperative and a means of expanding 

our horizons; and a strong national and international presence.

You will see in this year’s annual report that we have chosen to 

use the academic year just ended as a lens through which to 

focus on a decade of often stunning progress in each of these 

arenas. Even the challenges (and there have been a few) have 

provided educational opportunities--for this president, as well as 

the youngest scholar. 

I hope you enjoy reading about this past year’s many 

accomplishments, and that this report also leads you to reflect 

not only on Duke’s rise to a position of real leadership, but its 

extraordinary potential for even greater accomplishments. It has 

been a tremendously exciting time to be at Duke--a decade of 

profound growth and development. Yet amidst great change, we 

have never lost sight of our founders’ vision that Duke would 

achieve “a place of real leadership in the educational world.” 

Together, we are turning that vision into reality day by day and 

year by year.

Questions or comments? Please contact Susan Kauffman, Office of Public Affairs, at susan.kauffman@duke.edu or (919) 661-
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1995: Duke begins housing all first-
year students on East Campus, building 
a sense of community that crosses 
racial and ethnic lines. 

1995: The university creates the 
Graduate and Professional Students 
Council to foster a sense of community 
among graduate and professional 
students, promote communication, and 
represent student concerns to 
university administrators. 

1995: Duke launches the Kenan 
Institute for Ethics, a university-wide 
initiative that provides students with a 
focus on academic integrity; 
encourages ethical inquiry and service-
learning opportunities within many 
disciplines; calls attention to 
humanitarian challenges at home and 
abroad; and fosters debate around the 
moral and civic mission of institutions. 

1998: Nearly one-fourth of Duke’s first-
year students enroll in the FOCUS 
program--intensive, interdisciplinary 
seminar-oriented programs of study 
guided by senior faculty members. 

 

It’s an August tradition—every year, just before classes start, a 

fleet of overstuffed vans and station wagons pulls onto the Duke 

campus and a flurry of unloading begins. In 2002, though, 

moving-in week looked a bit different than in years past. For the 

first time ever, all sophomores unpacked their bags on West 

Campus, where they would spend the next year living, working 

and learning together as part of Duke’s ongoing plan to improve 

the undergraduate residential experience.

Made possible by the opening of the new, 350-bed West-Edens 

Link residence hall, the gathering of all sophomores on West 

Campus aims to build on Duke’s highly successful policy of 

housing all first-year students on East Campus, established in 

1995. The new sophomore arrangement was celebrated in a year-

long series of lectures, weekly dinners and special events just for 

the Class of 2005, dubbed Sophomore Experience 2002 . . . 

beginning a new tradition. “We wanted to foster a campus living 

environment that is more socially vibrant, engaged in more 

academic endeavors outside the classroom and focused on more 

civic leadership opportunities,” said Vice President for Student 

Affairs Larry Moneta. “Now, we can start building momentum.”



1998: The Campaign for Duke 
establishes a priority to raise funds for 
scholarships and financial aid to support 
Duke’s need-blind admissions policy. 
Since 1993 the university’s annual 
financial aid contribution has jumped 
from $17 million to $34 million. 

1999: The new $20 million Wilson 
Recreation Center energizes student life 
on West campus. 

2000: Curriculum 2000, the result of 
three years of planning, mandates 
foreign language study, intensive 
writing and research experience and 
deeper requirements for ethical, cross-
cultural, science and society studies for 
Trinity College students. 

2001: A record 448 Duke students 
participate in fall semester Study 
Abroad programs in 28 countries. More 
than 45 percent of the Duke student 
body studies overseas. 

2001: Duke continues to increase its 
support for women athletes as part of a 
commitment to Title IX: By 2001, 41 
percent of the $8 million in student aid 
for athletes went to support women, up 
from 27 percent in 1995-96. Of the 695 
students participating in intercollegiate 
athletics, 43 percent were women, up 
from 34 percent in 1995-96. 

2003: Planning begins for West 
Campus student village--a major 
construction project to expand meeting, 
support services and social space.

Joining other initiatives started in the past decade to enhance 

student scholarship, promote diversity, expand opportunities for 

undergraduate research and encourage student voluntarism (see 

timeline), the housing improvements are a major part of Duke’s 

overarching plan to “Nurture the personal and intellectual growth 

of students by building community in social, civic and academic 

realms."

Questions or comments? Please contact Susan Kauffman, Office of Public Affairs, at susan.kauffman@duke.edu or (919) 661-
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1993: Duke selects Nannerl O. 
Keohane as its eighth president. She 
becomes only the second woman ever 
to lead a major private research 
university in the United States. 

1995: Historian John Hope Franklin, 
James B. Duke professor emeritus of 
history, receives the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian 
honor, for his long and distinguished 
career as a scholar, intellectual leader 
and civil rights advocate. 

1995: The National Research Council 
ranks eight Duke graduate programs--
literature, Spanish, French, religion, 
English, biomedical engineering, 
ecology-evolution-behavior and 
pharmacology--among the top five in 
the nation. The ranking, which takes 
place only once in a decade, placed 
Duke’s Graduate School as a whole in 
the country’s top 20 for the first time. 

1996: Duke alumnus Robert 
Richardson PhD ’66 receives a Nobel 
Prize in Physics for the discovery of 
superfluidity in the isotope helium-3. 

 

Duke is younger than all of America’s other most prestigious 

universities, but its national reputation has soared in the past 

decade--bolstered by a string of major achievements in areas 

academic, athletic, scientific and societal. One of the 

accomplishments most critical to achieving the university’s long-

term ambitions was announced on January 16, 2003.

As of that week, the Campaign for Duke had raised 

$2,006,684,498—surpassing the $2 billion goal nearly a full year 

before the campaign’s scheduled completion. Thanks to 

tremendous support from its friends and alumni, Duke is one of 

only five American universities ever to have raised $2 billion in a 

single fundraising campaign. Only Harvard, Columbia, the 

University of California at Los Angeles and the University of 

Southern California had achieved such an ambitious goal, 

according to the Chronicle of Higher Education.

The stunningly successful campaign is helping to fuel Duke’s 

continuing pursuit of excellence in scholarship, teaching and 

service to society. As President Nannerl O. Keohane put it, 

campaign gifts allow Duke to “reach out for new goals, in order to 

claim our great future”—and to continue along its ever-inclining 



1996: The Fuqua School of Business 
launches the successful Duke MBA-
Global Executive program, making Duke 
a world leader in business education. In 
2001, Fuqua starts the Cross Continent 
MBA with a campus in Frankfurt, 
Germany, extending Duke’s global 
reach even further. 

1999: Duke becomes the first school 
ever to place both its men and women’s 
basketball teams in the national 
championship games. In 2003, the 
women’s basketball team becomes the 
first women’s team to win four 
consecutive ACC tournaments, a record 
feat the men’s team had accomplished 
the year before. 

2002: A record-breaking four Duke 
undergraduates and one graduate 
student land Rhodes scholarships, 
followed by two more in 2003. Since 
1996, Duke has been one of only two 
American universities (Harvard is the 
other) to have had as many Rhodes 
Scholars in a single year. 

2002: Senior Melanie Wood becomes 
the first U.S.-born woman to become a 
William Lowell Putman Fellow, the most 
prestigious math honor for 
undergraduates. She also leads a team 
of three Duke students to third place in 
the 63rd annual Putnam mathematical 
competition--the eighth time since 1990 
that a Duke team placed among the top 
ten schools. Only Harvard University 
has won the competition more often 
than Duke. 

2003: More students apply for 
admission to Duke than at any other 
time in history. This year’s application 
total of 16,656 surpasses by more than 
750 the record set last year (15,894). 

2003: During the past decade, Duke 
University, the Fuqua School of 
Business, Duke University Medical 
Center and the School of Medicine 
consistently ranked among the top ten 
in the nation in surveys conducted by 
U.S. News & World Report and Business 
Week.

trajectory as one of the world’s foremost research universities.

Questions or comments? Please contact Susan Kauffman, Office of Public Affairs, at susan.kauffman@duke.edu or (919) 661-
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1994: Duke opens a LifeFlight satellite 
office at Southeastern Regional Medical 
Center in Lumberton, bringing 
specialized medical care to the region 
so more patients can receive treatment 
without leaving home. Other satellites 
have since opened around the state. 

1995: The Duke Clinical Research 
Institute is founded to coordinate the 
large-scale clinical trials needed to 
bring new medical therapies into 
practice, improving treatment for 
patients worldwide. 

1997: To guarantee children’s access 
to care, Duke and community partners 
start a primary care clinic inside a 
Durham Elementary School. The Watts 
Wellness Center has since been joined 
by other Duke-operated school-based 
clinics at Glenn Elementary and 
Southern High School. 

1998: Duke University Health System 
is created. Including primary care 
practices, home care and hospice care 
agencies, two community hospitals and 
the tertiary-care Duke University 

 

“Our nation is currently spending $1.5 trillion a year for 

health care, and it is not getting its money's worth,” Chancellor 

Ralph Snyderman, MD, told thousands of physicians in his 

November 2002 Chair’s Address to the Association of American 

Medical Colleges. More than 75 percent of each health care dollar 

is spent treating late-stage chronic disease, which is often 

preventable, he pointed out—yet physicians are not adequately 

reimbursed for preventive care. Meanwhile, health care costs 

skyrocket even as millions of Americans remain uninsured.

Can the crisis in health care be resolved? Leaders at Duke believe 

they’ve identified a potential solution: prospective health planning 

(PHP). By creating new models of care that use scientific and 

genomic advances to predict and prevent disease on an individual 

level, leaders say, caregivers could radically improve people’s 

health while controlling costs. The PHP initiative took off in 

earnest over the past year: In September 2002, Duke and the 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services launched a pilot study 

of PHP to test its effectiveness; Snyderman called on the AAMC to 

form a national Institute on Prospective Care; and Duke leaders 

introduced the PHP concept to physicians and policymakers 



Hospital, it provides a coordinated 
continuum of high-quality health care 
for patients across the region. 

2000: Duke launches the $200-million 
Institute for Genome Sciences and 
Policy, a campus-wide effort to help 
society reap the benefits of genomic 
advances in health care while 
anticipating potential ethical quandaries 
brought about by the genomic 
revolution. 

2000: Duke and community partners 
found Promising Practices to improve 
care for people with asthma, diabetes 
and high blood pressure in four Durham 
zip codes with a high proportion of 
uninsured residents and a high 
incidence of late complications from 
these diseases. The program is 
presented as a national model at the 
Healthy People 2010 conference in 
Washington, D.C. 

2001: The Kate B. Reynolds Charitable 
Trust awards Duke $10 million in grants 
to fund 16 projects designed to lower 
chronic disease rates in low-income 
areas across North Carolina through an 
initiative called the SELF (Smoking, 
Education, Lifestyle, Fitness) 
Improvement Program. 

2002: Duke and community partners 
start a new program, LATCH, to help 
Durham Latino residents access primary 
care and learn about healthy lifestyle 
choices. 

2003: Duke and the Center for the 
Advancement of Genomics, headed by 
J. Craig Venter, announce a formal 
collaboration to create the first fully 
integrated, comprehensive practice of 
genomic-based prospective medicine.

nationwide through editorials in Science, newspapers, radio 

programs and other media.

One of numerous Duke initiatives to improve health care locally 

and nationally, prospective health planning is a major example 

how the medical center has been working over the past decade to 

fulfill its broad mission of improving societal health.

Questions or comments? Please contact Susan Kauffman, Office of Public Affairs, at susan.kauffman@duke.edu or (919) 661-
8975. © Copyright Duke University, 2003 



 

1993: Duke establishes the Office of 
Science and Technology to oversee 
patenting and licensing of University 
technology, set up commercially 
sponsored research and develop new 
venture activity. By 2002 Duke 
discoveries, mainly biomedical, have 
spawned some 22 companies. 

1994: The $80-million Levine Science 
Research Center opens, adding 
laboratories, faculty offices and 
classrooms and fostering 
interdisciplinary collaboration between 
research and administrative units. 

1995: The Duke Clinical Research 
Institute is launched to help 
investigators mount studies of new 
pharmaceuticals and other treatments. 
Unique among academic medical 
centers, the Institute has conducted 
studies at more than 3,120 sites in 59 
countries, has over 5,000 investigators 
worldwide and has over 300,000 
patients enrolled. 

1999: Duke creates the Center for 
Instructional Technology to work with 

 

In recent years cranes and bulldozers have become as 

ubiquitous a sight on the Duke campus as gargoyles and Gothic 

arches—and nowhere are they more visible than along Research 

Drive. Last year alone, construction crews put the finishing 

touches on the $35-million Genome Sciences Research Building I, 

which will house the Center for Human Genetics, and the $41-

million Genome Sciences Research Building II for the Center for 

Human Disease Models—both part of the university-wide Institute 

for Genome Sciences and Policy. Duke also began building the 

$97-million, 320,000-square-foot Center for Interdisciplinary 

Engineering, Medicine and Applied Sciences (CIEMAS), which will 

bring together Duke medical and engineering researchers to 

pursue advances in areas such as heart disease and cancer 

treatment, photonics and prosthetics after it opens in August 

2004.

More than bricks and mortar, these new buildings are tangible 

signs of Duke’s investment in research and in our faculty. Over 

the past decade, Duke has not only built or broken ground on 

more than a half-dozen major research facilities, but launched 

sweeping research initiatives in such areas as genomics and 



faculty and with academic and 
administrative departments across the 
university to effectively apply 
information technology in the 
classroom. 

1999: Edmund T. Pratt Jr., the retired 
chairman and chief executive officer of 
Pfizer Inc., gives the second largest gift 
in university history--$35 million--to 
endow the Duke University School of 
Engineering, which is named in his 
honor. A year later, high-tech 
entrepreneur Michael J. Fitzpatrick and 
his wife, Patty, donate $25 million to 
the school to establish an innovative 
center for advanced photonics and 
communications. 

2000: Trinity College of Arts and 
Sciences opens the Office of 
Undergraduate Research Support to 
coordinate and facilitate opportunities 
for undergraduate research. Since 
1999, the number of funded programs 
to which Duke students may apply for 
research support has increased 67 
percent. In 2003, 29 percent of the 
graduating class had been engaged in a 
mentored research experience while at 
Duke. 

2000: Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation gives Duke a five-year, $1.5 
million grant to fund a Summer 
Biomedical Science Institute that aims 
to increase the numbers of under-
represented minorities in future medical 
school applicant pools. Duke provides 
an additional $2.8 million in funding for 
the program. 

2001: Duke University Libraries 
surpasses the five-million-volume mark 
and trustees approve the Perkins 
Renovation, a major library expansion. 

2001: Duke adopts Building on 
Excellence, a five-year, $700-million 
strategic plan which sets as institutional 
priorities the advancement of campus-
wide initiatives in genomics, 
computational biology, neural analysis 
and engineering, photonics and 
communications, materials sciences and 
engineering, and environmental 
sciences and policy. 

2002: The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation gives Duke $30 million to 
support a new science facility and 
another $5 million for student life 
initiatives. The majority of the funds 
will help unite undergraduate 

photonics and committed to invest hundreds of millions of dollars 

raised through the Campaign for Duke for “advancing the quest 

for knowledge” and attracting top faculty researchers and 

teachers. 

Such investments are reaping results. In 2002-2003, Duke 

achieved the highest rate of growth in NIH funding of the nation’s 

top 15 medical schools, attracting more than $245 million. Its 

medicine and biomedical engineering graduate programs were 

once again ranked among the top 10 in the nation by U.S.News & 

World Report. And numerous faculty researchers were elected to 

prestigious organizations such as the American Academy of Arts 

and Sciences, Institute of Medicine and the National Academy of 

Sciences in recognition of their contributions to research and to 

society. As these and other events of the decade illustrate, Duke’s 

standing in research is rising as fast as its new buildings.



instruction in the natural “life” sciences 
and hire excellent research and 
teaching faculty in these fields.

Questions or comments? Please contact Susan Kauffman, Office of Public Affairs, at susan.kauffman@duke.edu or (919) 661-
8975. © Copyright Duke University, 2003 



 

1993: In her inaugural address, 
President Keohane identifies 
constructive engagement with Durham 
as one of her highest priorities. 

1994: Duke makes a $2 million 
affordable housing loan to Self Help 
Community Development Corporation 
to increase housing opportunities for 
low-income residents. By 2003, Self-
Help has purchased, renovated and sold 
44 houses in the Walltown 
neighborhood to first-time, low-income 
homeowners (a third of whom are Duke 
employees). Habitat for Humanity, 
encouraged by the activity, has built 12 
houses in Walltown as of 2003. 

1996: Duke University Board of 
Trustees formally approves the Duke-
Durham Neighborhood Partnership, with 
the goals of working with residents to 
improve the quality of life in 12 
neighborhoods closest to campus and to 
boost student achievement in the seven 
public schools that serve those 
neighborhoods. In 2001, trustees 
recommit to the Neighborhood 
Partnership in campus strategic plan, 

 

“Romeo and Juliet” is 

required reading for many 

American high-school 

students, but dozens of 

youth in Durham recently 

experienced the play in a 

way that didn’t go by the 

book. In April, the Walltown 

Children’s Theatre staged a 

Spanish-language production 

of “Romeo y Julieta,” 

embellished with Latino 

music and dancing. The first 

regional play to be performed in Spanish in more than a decade, 

“Romeo y Julieta” was created to reach out to Durham’s growing 

Hispanic population, said theater co-director Joseph Henderson.

Located in the predominantly African-American Walltown 

neighborhood--one block from Duke’s East Campus--the Walltown 

Theatre brings new meaning to the term “community theater.” 

Founded in 2000 to make performance opportunities available to 

children who might not otherwise have them, the Theatre stages 

community-minded productions such as last year’s Bangin’, an 

original play--inspired by a local child’s violent death--that 

brought an anti-gang message to thousands of residents at 

performances at Durham’s Carolina Theater.

The Walltown Children’s Theatre is one of many community 

improvement initiatives launched in recent years with the support 

of the Duke-Durham Neighborhood Partnership, which has also 

created more affordable housing, established community centers 

and coordinated mentoring and tutoring projects in Durham 

neighborhoods, among other projects. The Council for 



“Building on Excellence,” which promises 
to raise $10 million for support of the 
program. 

1997: Duke helps Durham Public 
Schools acquire two technology grants: 
$875,000 from IBM and $250,000 from 
AT&T. Later, PepsiCo Foundation gives 
$1 million to a technology program 
linking Duke and Durham Public 
Schools. 

1998: Walltown revitalization: An 
abandoned school and a former 
neighborhood grocery that attracted 
crime are purchased with about 
$500,000 from Duke. They become the 
St. James Family Life Center and the 
headquarters for the Walltown 
Neighborhood Ministries. 

1999: A grant from Duke leads to the 
purchase of a former law office that is 
converted into the Joseph Alston and 
Juanita McNeil West End Community 
Center, a neighborhood teen center. 

2001: A $185,000 science lab opens at 
E.K. Powe Elementary School, thanks to 
a Duke partnership with Durham Public 
Schools, Home Depot, United Way and 
the North Carolina Museum of Life and 
Science. 

2001: In a neighborhood stabilization 
effort that adds an annual $100,000 to 
the Durham tax base, 40 award-
winning houses and townhouses in the 
Trinity Heights Homesites next to East 
Campus are sold to Duke faculty and 
staff. 

2002: W.K. Kellogg Foundation gives 
$4.5 million to Duke and N.C. Central 
University to fund programs for at-risk 
Durham youngsters. 

2003: Lyon Park Clinic, a satellite of 
Lincoln Community Health Center and 
partnership between Lincoln and the 
Duke Community Health Division, opens 
in the Community and Family Life 
Center at Lyon Park to provide health 
care for low-income residents.

Advancement and Support of Education has recognized Duke's 

community-university partnerships as a "model for colleges and 

universities across the nation" and bestowed an unprecedented 

four awards on its programs. Along with other major programs 

that have strengthened Duke-Durham relationships over the past 

decade, the Partnership is a direct outgrowth of a priority 

established at the outset of Nan Keohane’s presidency: to 

increase Duke’s constructive engagement with its hometown for 

the benefit of all.

Questions or comments? Please contact Susan Kauffman, Office of Public Affairs, at susan.kauffman@duke.edu or (919) 661-
8975. © Copyright Duke University, 2003 



 

1993: Duke launches the Black Faculty 
Strategic Initiative with the goal of 
doubling the number of black faculty 
(44) by 2003. The goal is met a year 
ahead of schedule, in 2002, with a total 
of 88 black faculty members. 

1993: The Women In Science and 
Engineering Group (WISE), an all-
volunteer organization composed of 
women graduate students and post-
doctoral associates, forms to improve 
the climate for women in sciences and 
engineering at Duke. 

1994: The Center for Lesbian, Gay and 
Bisexual Life opens on campus. In 
1995, Duke becomes the first university 
in the South to extend employee 
benefits to domestic partners of gay 
employees. In 2000, officials say same-
sex unions can be held in Duke Chapel. 

1998: President Keohane encourages 
unprecedented collaboration between 
Duke and N.C. Central University, 
Durham’s prominent historically black 
institution of higher education, and in 
leading racial discussions in Durham 

 

When Bill Clinton opened his office in Harlem, some residents 

hailed him as "America's first black president," others were 

thinking, "There goes the neighborhood"--and John Jackson was 

capturing the controversy on tape. One of Duke's newest faculty 

members, Jackson, author of Harlemworld: Doing Race and Class 

in Contemporary Black America, is working on a documentary 

about the gentrification of the legendary community and its 

residents’ wildly varied responses to their changing neighborhood.

Jackson is one of two new cultural anthropology faculty members 

who attempt to use an artistic medium to achieve scholarly ends. 

His goal, he said, is to find ways "to integrate my identity as an 

urban anthropologist with my other half--my identity as an 

ethnographic filmmaker. Duke is a place that seems amenable to 

me thinking through the connections between those two 

identities." The other new faculty member, Deborah Thomas--

Jackson's wife--also found the university a crucible for forging 

academic and artistic pursuits. A scholar, social activist and 

former dancer with the ensemble “Urban Bush Women,” Thomas 

seeks to integrate all her passions in studying how artists attempt 

to bring about social change.



with Julius Chambers, the former 
chancellor of NCCU. 

1998: The School of Medicine ranks 
first among leading national medical 
schools in diversity, with 25 percent of 
the entering class consisting of 
underrepresented minorities – twice the 
national average. 

2001: African-Americans make up 11.2 
percent of the freshman class, up from 
7.8 percent five years prior and among 
the highest percentages of Duke’s peer 
group of institutions. 

2002: The Journal of Blacks in Higher 
Education, in a survey of the nation's 
top universities, ranks Duke top in the 
nation for its success in integrating 
African-American students and faculty. 

2002: The Graduate School’s 
innovative outreach program attracts 
top minority candidates. The entering 
class includes 89 U.S. minority students 
(14 percent), of whom 29 are African-
American. Between 2000-2002, Duke 
awards Ph.D.s to 27 African-American 
students, by far the highest two-year 
total in Duke history. 

2002: Duke starts offering 
undergraduate financial aid to foreign 
students, which increases the caliber of 
the pool of international applicants. 

2003: The prestigious American 
Economic Association’s Summer 
Minority Program for undergraduates 
considering graduate school selects 
Duke’s Department of Economics as 
host for a minimum of three years, 
starting in 2004.

Besides bringing new depth to the Duke faculty and curriculum, 

the hiring of John Jackson and Deborah Thomas last fall helped 

Duke reach an important milestone one year ahead of schedule. 

In 1993, Duke adopted a Black Faculty Strategic Initiative aimed 

at doubling the number of black faculty from 44 to at least 88 by 

2003. Under Provost Peter Lange’s leadership, it actually met the 

goal in 2002. Meanwhile, related initiatives had brought the 

diversity of Duke’s undergraduate and graduate student bodies to 

all-time highs. University leaders caution that much work needs 

to be done to continue recruiting and retaining top minority 

faculty and students, but the achievements show clear progress 

toward Duke’s ultimate goals: “ . to draw the best faculty to Duke, 

along with the best students; to create an environment that 

engages, and hence retains, these talented teachers and 

researchers; and to ensure that our education prepares our 

students for life in a diverse society."

Questions or comments? Please contact Susan Kauffman, Office of Public Affairs, at susan.kauffman@duke.edu or (919) 661-
8975. © Copyright Duke University, 2003 
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