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Executive Summary 

Haley Jackson 

The 384-acre Sandy Point National Wildlife Refuge (SPNWR) on St. Croix, U.S. Virgin 

Islands (USVI), protects important nesting habitat for leatherback, hawksbill, and green sea 

turtles. The refuge works to create an understanding for sea turtles and their protection through 

education opportunities and community outreach. The objectives of the refuge were important to 

be reflected in the posters and material I was creating. Originally (pre-COVID) I was going to be 

doing a program evaluation of Sandy Pointôs Turtle Watch Program, but upon not being able to 

travel to St. Croix my masters project had to be updated. Through conversations with my clients 

and advisor, I was able to design a new masters project structure which would help the refuge in 

implementing programs they hope to have running soon.  

 Before updates to my project were made to account for COVID, I designed for the refuge 

a poster which advertises their Turtle Watch Program ï a program where St. Croix community 

groups get the opportunity to learn about leatherback sea turtles in a hands-on educational 

setting. Along with the posters was a handout which also was designed to help raise awareness 

on the Turtle Watch Program. I distributed these to schools and various community centers and 

was met with a positive response regarding interest in attending this educational program. While 

the program has been canceled for 2020 and 2021, I believe the same interest from the 

community will still be there when the program can safely run.  

 Within my updated project, I first designed two posters that will be distributed around the 

U.S. Virgin Islands. The first of these is a poster which is a call for reports of sea turtle tracks on 

USVI beaches. The goals of this poster are to provide SPNWR with data on where sea turtles are 

nesting in the USVI, while also trying to encourage beach goers to be more observational while 

on the beach. The second poster which will be distributed around the USVI is a poster for the 

Sea Turtle Assistance and Rescue (STAR) group. The objective of this poster is to have more 

information coverage of how and when to report to STAR. As a result, I expect to see more sea 

turtles being reported when they meet the criteria STAR has.  

 Material was also created through the form of an educational worksheet, which will 

provide teachers with material to distribute to their students about sea turtles. This worksheet 

educates on the seven species of sea turtles and provides information about the national wildlife 
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refuge system. Through a variety of activity pages, students can test the knowledge gained while 

reading through the worksheet.  

 Lastly, I created an outreach workplan using a template created by Enroll America. The 

objective of the outreach workplan is to have a space to plan and organize various programs and 

events that SPNWR plans to implement. The workplan provides details of each program and 

event by including information for what the expected outcomes are, and which staff will be 

responsible. The included outreach workplan provides the first step in creating these programs 

and events and after graduation I will be working with SPNWR to further readied these for 

implementation.  

Through the distribution and implementation of these various posters and materials I 

believe they will work to raise awareness of sea turtles in the U.S. Virgin Islands, encourage 

community participation and wildlife conservation, and provide opportunities for St. Croix 

students. 
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Sandy Point National Wildlife Refuge 

Established in 1984 the Sandy Point National Wildlife Refuge provides crucial habitat to 

endangered and threatened species. The land was specifically purchased from the West Indies 

Investment Company to protect nesting habitat for endangered leatherback sea turtles (USFWS, 

2020). The refuge consists of 383 acres and additionally protects the endangered Vahlôs 

boxwood tree and the Aklis pre-historic archaeological site (USFWS, 2020). With one of the 

longest sandy beaches in the USVI, Sandy Point provides critical habitat as well for nesting 

hawksbill and green sea turtles, which are endangered and threatened. 

To promote the protection and research of the leatherback sea turtle, a long-term 

leatherback sea turtle recovery program was started in 1977. The St. Croix Sea Turtle Project 

works to tag and document every leatherback sea turtle that nests on Sandy Point during the 

season. The Sandy Point Leatherback Project is the longest research and recovery project on 

leatherbacks in the world and additionally provides beach protection, nest management, and 

community outreach (USFWS, 2020). 

The refuge has four main objectives and I wanted to ensure my project would reflect 

these and what Sandy Point represents. The first of the objectives is to provide protection to 

threatened and endangered refuge species with a specific focus on the leatherback sea turtle 

(USFWS, 2020). Second, foster public commitment through an understanding about sea turtles 

and their need for protection through various educational opportunities (USFWS, 2020). Third, 

promote the vision of the U.S. FWS by executing sea turtle recovery plans (USFWS, 2020). 

Lastly, providing habitat and maintaining a healthy and natural habitat for the diverse range of 

wildlife and plant species on Sandy Point (USFWS, 2020). I believe my project reflects all these 
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through the outreach material, the educational worksheets, and the programs and events that will 

be implemented and planned at the refuge.  
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My Masters Project 

My original plan was to spend summer 2020 in St. Croix performing a program 

evaluation of Sandy Pointôs Turtle Watch Program. This program takes community and school 

groups out to the Sandy Point beach and teaches about leatherback sea turtle biology and 

conservation. The first step of this project was raising community awareness on this program. To 

do that I designed a poster and smaller handout which would be hung and distributed at the local 

St. Croix schools and community gathering places. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, I was 

unable to go to St. Croix in the summer and had to update the focus of my masters project. After 

talking with my clients, Dr. Kelly Stewart and Claudia Lombard, and advisor Dr. Matthew 

Godfrey, my project was updated to reflect the changes. Claudia, wildlife biologist at Sandy 

Point, and Kelly, director of the St. Croix Sea Turtle Project, are full of project and program 

ideas they would like to see implemented at the refuge. With the refuge lacking the staff capacity 

it needs to see all the ideas to fruition, few can be fully implemented in the hopeful timeframe. I 

wanted to help see out implementing the ideas and programs they have always envisioned for the 

refuge.  

Through a series of phone calls and emails, Claudia, Kelly, Matthew, and I revised my 

project to be able to meet those goals. I have been working to create different outreach posters 

that will increase awareness on where sea turtles are nesting and better promote the contact for 

reporting a sea turtle incident. Additionally, an educational worksheet was created for the 

students on St. Croix to gain a better understanding of sea turtle biology and conservation and 

history of Sandy Point. To help plan programs and projects at the refuge Iôve created an outreach 

workplan that will better organize those ideas.  
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2020 Turtle Watch Program 

 The 2020 Turtle Watch program allows St. Croix community groups and youth groups 

the opportunity to come out to the refuge and learn hands on about sea turtles. The program, 

broken up by date, consists of nesting turtle watch and hatching turtle watch. In the first half of 

the sea turtle nesting season, visiting groups get to learn at the refuge office about sea turtles and 

then come out to the beach and learn more while waiting to see if there will be a nesting sea 

turtle on the beach. If a nesting female comes ashore during the program the group gets to walk 

to the nesting female and see in-person the leatherback and learn about the nesting process. 

Hatchling watch is run similar, where the group learns at the refuge office and then gets to go to 

the beach and see hatchling leatherbacks up close and watch them be released into the ocean. 

This program aims to increase the awareness of the St. Croix community on sea turtles and their 

protection and hopes to spark a passion for conservation of the natural resources of the USVI.  

To increase the awareness of this program I created a poster and handout which gave the 

dates and details of the program (Figure 1 and 2). During my spring break in March 2020 (pre-

COVID) I was able to travel to St. Croix to help promote the program. To do this I traveled with 

a Sandy Point volunteer to 20+ K through 12th grades schools on St. Croix to distribute posters 

and handouts. I talked with principals and teachers and promoted this amazing program to them. 

Every conversation I had was nothing but positive and with interest in the program and hopes 

that they could make the opportunity available to their students. I also traveled to different after-

school organizations and community gathering places to hang up posters and handouts and 

encourage locals to sign up for the program.  Looking back, it was so promising to see such a 

positive response for the program, and I can only hope that same outlook will still be there when 

the program can run again safely.   
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Figure 1. The 2020 Turtle Watch poster.  
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Figure 2. The front side and back side of the 2020 Turtle Watch Handout. 



 
 

9 
 

 

 



 
 

10 
 

Sea Turtle Track Reporting 

 Talking with Kelly and Claudia, they expressed interest in having a poster designed 

which encourages the public to report any sea turtle tracks they see while out on any St. Thomas, 

St. Croix, and/or St. John beach (Figure 3). Through asking for these observations, the refuge 

will gain a better understanding of where sea turtles are nesting on the island, while also 

encouraging the public to be more observational while out on the beach. When designing the 

poster, it was important to have both textbook images of what the sea turtle crawls looked like, 

but also pictures that were taken of the crawls on the beach. This was to aid the reporter in 

determining what species made that particular crawl. The poster also included all the information 

we want the reporter to take note of when they are relaying their observation. The poster asks 

that reporters send the date and beach name, photos like the ones included on the poster and then 

the GPS coordinates of the crawl. This poster will be posted in high visibility areas near the 

beach as well as turned into a metal sign that will be posted on the beaches.  

Hopefully, this poster will allow for there to be more coverage and understanding of 

where sea turtles are nesting on St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St. John. This poster also has a 

variety of partners and sponsors, U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Planning and Natural 

Resources (DPNR), USVI DPNR Division of Fish and Wildlife, Saint Croix Foundation, the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sandy Point NWR, University of the Virgin Islands, and Coral 

World Ocean Park.  
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Figure 3. Sea Turtle Track Reporting.  
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Sea Turtle Assistance and Rescue 

Sea Turtle Assistance and Rescue (STAR) works to provide aid to any sick, injured, 

debilitated, dead, or disoriented sea turtle in the USVI. This poster will help to increase the 

information coverage about STAR and how and when to report about a sea turtle (Figure 4). The 

poster is being distributed on St. Croix, St. Thomas, and St. John and will work to increase 

public awareness of the services that STAR provides to in-need sea turtles. 

It was important that the poster outline exactly when was necessary to contact STAR and 

what to report when you do call. Other rules to follow when reporting an incident were included 

on the poster and hopefully it will allow for more sea turtles to receive aid. This poster was a 

joint effort between the U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Planning and Natural Resources 

(DPNR), USVI DPNR Division of Fish and Wildlife, Saint Croix Foundation, the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, The Ocean Foundation, and finally STAR.  
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Figure 4. Sea Turtle Assistance and Rescue. 
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Learning the Sea Turtles 

My idea for creating an educational worksheet for students on the island stemmed from 

wanting to provide supplemental material that teachers could use to educate about sea turtle 

biology and conservation in the classroom (Figure 5). This idea was implemented through the 

creation of a 23-page worksheet that discusses the following topics, 

¶ What are Sea Turtles 

¶ The Worldôs Sea Turtles 

o Recognize the Different Species 

¶ Sea Turtles... 

¶ Sea Turtle Crossword 

¶ Leatherback Nesting ï From Egg to Hatchling to Adult 

¶ Threats to Sea Turtles 

¶ Sea Turtle Vocab 

o Matching  

o Fill in the Blank 

¶ National Wildlife Refuge System 

¶ Sandy Point National Wildlife Refuge 

o Refuge Fast Facts 

The target audience for the worksheet is K-12 students on St. Croix, and so the worksheet 

is tailored for elementary school students, middle school students, and high school students. This 

way hopefully every age group can get the most information from the worksheets and learn the 

material while having fun going through the pages.   
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Figure 5. Learning the Sea Turtles. 
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