EBDM: COMMENTARY

Use of Reporting Guidelines Promotes
Accurate Dissemination

Nursing editors’ point of view

By Jayne Jennings Dunlap, DNP. FNP-C, EBP-C, CNE, FAANP, Staci Reynolds, PhD, ACNS-BC, CPHQ, FAAN, and

Julee Waldrop, DNP, FNP, PNP, FAANP, FAAN

We support and encourage the broad dissemination of
evidence-based practice and quality improvement
(EBPQI) initiatives so that others can learn from and adapt
practice changes to fit their own local setting. As this
month’s timely article “Dissemination: Sharing the Story”
by Zonsius and colleagues explains, dissemination involves
clear communication that can occur throughout the DNP
project. As editors of peer-reviewed journals, we offer addi-
tional insight that may be helpful to clinicians wishing to pub-
lish their work.

We agree with the authors that faculty must have structured
professional development opportunities if they are to guide DNP
students in submitting a manuscript to a peer-reviewed journal.™®
Submission should not be regarded as an academic exercise. The
student and faculty must undertake a serious and professional
experience of seeing the article through to publication, including
by addressing revisions based on reviewer comments. Not
following through with a manuscript after submission strains
valuable resources, including time spent by editorial staff and peer
reviewers.?

Abundant resources are available to assist authors in molding
their work into an article published in a professional journal—the
most enduring form of dissemination. In addition to the great
resources provided by the authors, readers can find extensive
faculty and student resource information in the dissemination
chapter of our recently published book, The Comprehensive DNP
Project Guidebook.*

Although dissemination is not explicitly listed on the DNP
project roadmap,® the authors of this model clearly support
dissemination, as evidenced in this month’s article. Another
model that prioritizes dissemination as the pinnacle of the
EBPQI process is the Mountain Model,* with new empirical evi-
dence strongly supporting its value in guiding EBPQI dissemi-
nation efforts.” In this bidirectional framework, dissemination
can occur through movement up and down “the mountain,”
but the ultimate goal is reached through sharing the impact of
the DNP project.®®
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Reporting guidelines can be found for all types of research (should
the project use research methods) and for EBPQI on the Enhancing
the QUAIity and Transparency Of health Research (EQUATOR)
network, which can be found at www.equator-network.org.” In
addition to following appropriate reporting guidelines, students
and faculty must adhere to author guidelines for the selected jour-
nal. Failure to do so can delay the peer review and editorial pro-
cesses.

Regardless of which model is used, the framework must align
with the DNP project methods so that misalignment is not per-
petuated in dissemination efforts. As promoted in this article,
authors must use appropriate language when writing a manu-
script for publication; as EBPQI or evidence-based quality
improvement (EBQI) initiatives are distinct from research,
research language should be avoided.” We reiterate this point
because in a recent review of 73 articles labeled as “quality
improvement,” six (8.2%) were found to use appropriate quality
improvement methods."

Abundant resources are available to
assist authors in molding their work
into an article published in a
professional journal—the most
enduring form of dissemination.

The authors of this article rightly convey the importance of shar-
ing the compelling stories of EBQI initiatives, but we wish to note
that clarity is key: Overly prescriptive attempts to provide all details
of aDNP project, some of which may not be relevant to the targeted
journal’s readership, should be avoided. Creatively shared stories
thatreport accurate methods and adhere to author guidelines have
a stronger likelihood of promoting DNP project publication and
lesser likelihood of contributing to research conflation. Findings
can be transferable at scale, ultimately decreasing research-to-
practice translation time.

We encourage DNP students and faculty to use this article and
other resources to disseminate EBPQI or EBQI initiatives, thereby
increasing the reach of important work designed to improve health
and health care. ¥
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