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Abstract

The dissertation consists of a Piano Concerto, written for first performance in Fall
2008 by Blair McMillen, piano, and the Raleigh Civic Symphony conducted by Randolph
Foy. The three movement work is scored for piccolo, 2 flutes (1 doubling piccolo), 2
oboes, English horn, 2 clarinets in B-flat, bass clarinet in B-flat, 2 bassoons, 4 horns in F, 3
trumpets in C, 2 tenor trombones, bass trombone, tuba, timpani, 3 percussionists,
strings, and piano solo. The work is approximately twenty minutes in duration.

The first movement, “Fantod,” employs a neo-Romantic idiom, featuring the
soloist as both aggressive virtuoso and as a subtle residual resonance which emerges
from the orchestral texture. The second movement, “Lament,” serves as a simple,
pensive, and sorrowful aftermath to the frenzied first movement. In the third
movement, “Rondoburlesque,” the mood of the work becomes considerably more
lighthearted, and moments of the first two movements are caricatured.

The Concerto’s harmonic and melodic organization derives from a set theoretical
design. The first movement uses the harmonic minor scale and its inversion, the second
movement uses the melodic minor scale, and the last movement uses the natural minor
scale (the major scale). Important and unique subsets of these scales are used to provide
both contrast and interrelatedness between movements. In particular, the main melodic

theme of the first movement returns at the end of the last movement.
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PIANO CONCERTO
CARL SCHIMMEL

SCORED FOR:

Piccolo
Flute 1, Flute 2 dbl. Piccolo
Oboe 1, 2
English Horn
Clarinet in B-flat 1, 2
Bass Clarinet in B-flat
Bassoon 1, 2
HomninF 1,23, 4
Trumpetin C1,2,3
Tenor Trombone 1, 2
Bass Trombone
Tuba
Timpani
Percussion (3 players)
Piano Solo

Strings

PERCUSSION LIST:

Percussion 1: Vibraphone, Crotales, Crash Cymbals, Glockenspiel, Tam-Tam, Xylophone, Pop Gun, Duck Call

Percussion 2: Suspended Cymbal, Small Triangle, Brake Drum, Wood Blocks (2), Sleigh Bells, Snare Drum,
Glockenspiel, Small Metal Wind Chimes, Crotales, Bass Drum, Whip, Ratchet

Percussion 3: Bass Drum, Tam-Tam, Suspended Cymbal, Snare Drum, Brake Drum

(Players may share instruments)

PERFORMANCE NOTES
® Horn sounds a fifth lower than written, regardless of clef.

® During the large fermatas over the barlines toward the end of the second movement, only those
instruments whose notes are tied over the bar should remain sounding.
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