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Abstract
Established in 1922, the Soviet women’s jourRalbotnitsa i Krest'ianka(\Woman

Worker and Peasant Woman) acted as an agent of the CommunjidiyPsupporting its effort to
assume the role of mothers and take full responsibility tmie® children via state-supported
institutions. As the nature of the Communist Party’s viewaraf policies on women and the
family changed, so did the journal. By 1925, it became cleartiba®arty could not sustain the
vision of totally socialized childcare. The journal conseqyeaticouraged mothers to become
more educated about proper childcare practices and to sharénavishate the responsibility of
caring for and educating children. Although historians have notesghifiein policies regarding
motherhood in the 1920s, there has been little to no analysis of Hese thanges were
pragmatically presented to women living in the Soviet Unidns Thesis discusses how the two
approaches are represented in the articles, short storiesestimdonials of the journal by

summarizing and analyzing examples from the primary text.
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Dedication

To Mum, may she rest in peace.
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I ntroduction

The Regional Committee of the Communist Party in Leningradlediad the
Soviet women’s journaRabotnitsa i Krest'iankgWoman Worker and Peasant Woman)
in 1922. The Communist Party hoped that by reading women’s journalsgrweauld
learn about politics and the new laws and regulations passed Bypviet government.
Lenin avidly believed that the success of any political movemsgntired the support of
women! He was also well aware of the power of the press to reachabses effectively
and efficiently. As a result, journals likeabotnitsa i Krest'iankashared many similar
attributes with other magazines published by the Communist Partyhi$ case,
Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankavery much resembles two contemporary and very popular
journals for women in RussiaRabotnitsa and Krest'ianka These three journals
functioned as ideological weapons; the Party intended for them totrimdde Soviet
women and spread the Bolshevik message. Thus, the journals refleCormaunist
Party’s intention to recruit and educate women about the goals 8bthet government
and their relevance to women.

Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankadiverges from other women’s journals of its time
because of its unique goal to attract the dual audiences of wworé&ers and peasant
women, which were in all other cases considered mutually excfudikie. editors and

contributors approach women workers and peasant women as two djstinps. Yet,

! Vladimir Lenin,On the Emancipation of Woméhustralia: Resistance Books, 2003): 60-61.
2 In my research | did not find any other journalttattempted to attract two groups of men or wotherway this
journal does. LikdRabotnitsaor Krest'ianka,all other journals | encountered were geared tosvarsingle group.
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throughout the journal these women are presented as only able tdoutghta union in
which women workers are superior. The journal includes articktsate clearly intended
for either rural or urban readers and further differentiabes ibtended audience by
dividing the journal in half. The demarcation is not explicit, butdhe a clear pattern.
Articles related to urban events and political topics aretédcan the front half of the
journal, while articles about rural families and agriculture appear irettand half.

It appears as though the journal intends to unite working and peasargnw
based on its encouragement for such a union. Yet, the journal re;mtbecelegrading
stereotypes of peasant women in relation to the superiority of warokers and tries to
foster a uniongmychka between them that is hierarchical in nature. Women workers are
depicted as educated and politically conscious as a result of their expms@de unions
and politics in urban areas and factories. Peasant women, in coarteasgpresented or
implied to be illiterate, religious, and uneducated. In severtnnoss, the journal simply
refers to them as backwards. The hierarchy was likely maeddor both practical and
prejudiced reason§he Communist Party could interact with women workers in urban
environments in a multitude of ways, and, to a degree, assumed that theyendl|Rdirty
meetings and events voluntarily. This is not the case with peasanen, who are
assumed to be more difficult to reach physically and ideoldgitalhus, the journal

encourages women workers to build a union with peasant women and preasritse

3 Reading hutsitba chitatal’nig were one of the main methods the Communist Rese to liquidate illiteracy and
raise political consciousness among the peasartigydirector of the reading hut, thebach was expected to provide
literature, such aRabotnitsa i Krest'iankand newspapers, for villagers to read in additioproviding lessons on
reading and writing and hold discussion grouplsachsfaced several obstacles as they tried to estatdisting huts
and build relationships with the villagers, who &nown to distruszbachsand refuse to attend lectures or lessons.
Peter KenezThe Birth of the Propaganda Stgt@ambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985)-139.
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key to raising peasant women to the standard level of intelleandl political
development expected of women workérs.

As the decrees and policies of the Communist Party changed hlorguthe
1920s,Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankavas one publication which presented and encouraged the
journal’s readership to adopt new behavioral norms. This essay dhgiiéom 1922 to
1928, the journaRabotnitsa i Krest'iankaeflected the change in policies regarding
motherhood as they shifted in 1924 from an approach that supported totakzedcial
childcare to one of shared responsibility between mothers anthtee By summarizing
its contents and then analyzing a series of examples from uh&ajp! will show how
articles, testimonials, and columns in the journal between 1922 to 192drisapMarxist
feminist approach to childcare and motherhood, but then shifts in 1925 to promote greater
individual responsibility among mothers and more emphasis on traditeondy values.

The specific time span of this research is framed fyghb establishment of the journal
in 1922, and second, by the start of Stalin’s First Five Year Rl&828, which resulted
in a new set of ideological goals that are beyond the scope of this essay.

Rabotnitsa i Krestiankaaddresses the trials and tribulations mothers in Russia
experienced throughout the 1920s. Articles and columns support the Comnautyi'st P
attempt to teach women more hygienic and medically sound childcertcps in order

to ease the birthing process and decrease the chances of chidditynofhe Party

4 The union between worker and peasant women wasstied in botRabotnitsaandKrest'ianka although these
journals approached it differently. According te tthescriptions provided by Lynne Attwood, each fjaltried to
focus on the role of its target audience, whichtiasts to the way it was presentedRiabotnitsa i Krest'iank&decause
the journal emphasized the roles of both groupgashen and their participation in building and sgtrening the
union. Lynne AttwoodCreating the New Soviet Man and Won(lew York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999): 72-3.
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planned to construct a mass network of daycares and nurseries thdtsemd as the
primary source of food, care, and education for all children, and rhakele of mothers
and nannies moot. The rationale was that socialized childcare in cbojuwith the
overall socialization of society was a more rational and efficapproach to life and
would enable women to fulfill their educational and occupational gdws Wwere
previously unattainable due to the patriarchal structure of life in tsaristaRus

In 1925 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankadecreases the extent to which it encourages
socialized childcare due to the lack of funds and necessary inttase to support such
a plan. The changing approach to motherhood and childcare does not metne that
journal ceased all efforts to promote socialized childcare oeatode farms, only that
there is a decreased emphasis on these subjects and a greainfdhe importance of a
broader education and how it can help peasant women raise litt@ierw and become
better citizens. Articles after 1925 continue to encourage motbetse communal
nurseries and daycares but with an implicit understanding that wilkages still lack the
necessary resources and funds.

Historians have noted that the Communist Party adopted a lesmexdpproach
to the performance of motherhood and the family in the mid-1920s. larhiele on
motherhood, Elizabeth Waters commented on the new emphasis on the indaidibyal
in 1924 to 1925.

The family was recognized to be, for the time being, [as] #fest and
best environment for the child, and with the relegalization of fiostend

5 H. Kent GeigerThe Family in Soviet UniofCambridge: Harvard University Press, 1968): 45-47
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adoption in the mid-1920s the children’s home became the last resort,
even for the orphah.

It is no coincidence that the same period saw a similar shithe Party’s policy
regarding orphaned childrehdzprizornikj. Just as the state initially planned to socialize
the care of children who were not orphans, it also planned to praade, board, and
education folbezprizornikiin children’s homesdetskii dom. By 1924, the state realized
that it did not have the funds to build and support the necessary infrastrta house,
feed, and educate the massive numbelsepprizornikiin Russia. The state subsequently
re-legalized adoption and encouraged individual families to become twsteloptive
parents. Wendy Goldman called this change in policy the first retnederring to the
Great Retreat Stalin implemented in 1936 that called for anrébuconservative family
values. Building on the comments and observations of Waters and Goldmaessthys
aims to expand on their theses by showing preclsalythese changes were envisioned

and executed iRabotnitsa i Krest'ianka

6 Elizabeth Waters, “The Modernization of Russiantthshood, 1917-1937 Soviet Studied/ol. 44, Nol. 1 (1992):
129.
" Wendy GoldmanyWomen, the State and Revoluti@ambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993): 90.
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Transforming Motherhood
Motherhood after the Revolution

When Rabotnitsa i Krestiankafirst appeared on the newsstands in the
northwestern regions of Russia in 1922, the economy was in transitiothemation
devastated. Women were disproportionately affected by Lenin’sgtterashange from a
war to peacetime economy and the famine and fuel crisis thaea@hshe resources that
had been available to mothers during the Civil War were dissipakimg.number of
daycares and public cafeterias decreased in the first gedine 1920s, which made it
difficult for the few mothers still working to fulfill their digs as mothers and workeérs.
As the birth rate significantly decreased, the rate of didldndonment increased. The
Soviet government establishedkhrana Materinstva i Mladenchestv@®MM), the
Society for the Protection of Maternity and Infancy, which providedch needed
resources for mothers. With the Bolshevik feminist AleksandraoKtl at its head,
OMM intended to fulfill the following three functions:

1) To save the mother for the child — the best ‘drop of milk’ for thanhis from

the mother’s breast.

2) To train the child in an atmosphere of wide understanding for mempenshi

the socialist family.

3) To create conditions for the child which will lay the foundationssound
mental and physical development and a joyous attitude toward life.

8 Elizabeth WoodGender and politics in Soviet Union: Women workerder the New Economic Polic}918-1928
(PhD Dissertation: University of Michigan, 199156l

® Wood (1991): 158-9. Wood notes that complaintsatedged against NEP and the fact that women were
disproportionately affected by the transition fpemcetime economy in the Soviet women’s politicatfal
Kommunistka

10 Jessica Smithivomen in Soviet UniofNew York: Vanguard Press, 1928): 174.
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Rabotnitsa i Krest’iankalemonstrates its support for OMM’s mission by introducing the
organization to its readers in the journal’s very first issue amdirmies to encourage
them to make use of the organization’s services in subsequent’issues.

The Communist Party’s endeavor to transform the performance of rnotike
responded to the centuries old traditions that prevailed among peashetanotost of
whom had not received even the most rudimentary educatidfilldge Mothers David
Ransel provides an in-depth description of the practices of peasdhers and how
doctors had aimed to improve them with limited success. Due t@¢keof education
and limited access to medical care, these well-intended doctbreotialways succeed.
There were still many problems regarding motherhood to be saiv&é818 when the
Soviet government was established. For example, child mortalithighsand a serious
cause for concern among government authorities and health oftfcisthermore, in
the event of pregnancy or labor women were not excused from thedrinvthe fields or
permitted to rest. They were expected to return to work imnedgiatter giving birth.
Mothers often gave birth in the barn, on the way to work, or while workitige fields.
The concept of maternity leave simply did not exist.

Given such expectations, it is not surprising that as many aso8@k& babies
born during the summer months in the countryside died within theiryiat of life.
During the day, infants remained home alone while their motherkedddong hours

unless there was a grandparent too old to work or an older siblingsinotd enough to

1 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 1 (1922): 15.
12 For a more in-depth reading of the problems olffitdiith in the villages see Ransel (2000): 20-88 discusses
problems prevalent in the pre-revolutionary yeard the Soviet efforts to ameliorate them.
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work.*® The rate of child mortality in the villages was linked to thechéor better
childcare during the day. Further compromising a child’s chance of survival was the
fact that deadly epidemics of diarrhea and dysentery occurréteisummer montHs.
Access to and the availability of proper nutrition for infantsenadditional problems.
Some mothers chose not to breastfeed their infants and immediatédd them on solid
food. Babies were often given a chaachk which consisted of rag wrapped around
moistened bread okasha The chaw served as the primary method of feeding and
pacifying children while women worked long hodfsMany of the articles published in
Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankaespond directly to these problems and encourage mothers to
take advantage of state-run nurseries and daycares so thainfaeis and young
children can stay happy and healthy throughout the summer months.rijhissees of

the journal reflect a sense of urgency within the Soviet governioetransform the

performance of motherhood in early Soviet Union.

Introducing the New Life

The short stories, testimonials, columns and articles in the éssles of

Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankaare straightforward’ In many cases they provide minimalistic

13 Ransel (2000): 28-30. Although much of David Réesesearch deals with the"1@entury, there is evidence that
many of these practices he described continuedimtelthe 1920s.

14 Smith (1928): 161. Also see Ransel (2000): 27 sebsmresearch shows that this problem of childreing left
without breast milk or supervision during the summenths had long been present in Russian soSetjth’'s
observations reveal that it had not been fully Ikembby the late 1920s.

15 Ransel (2000): 29.

16 Ransel (2000): 29.

7| define columns as the features are titled aqmbapregularly in each issue of the journal, atidlas as those
which do not.
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descriptions of the characters and settings of short stories aotyedilittle if any
information about the authot®.The early issues of the journal place a great deal of
emphasis on the need to eliminate any and all traits of th&el@taryi by) defined by

its worst traits: the oppression of the peasantry, speculationmidnaipulated and took
advantage of the working class, and the bourgeois nature of thesthéglogo-economic
classes. In contrast, the new lifieoyyi by} would bring freedom and equality to all.
Especially in the case of women, the new life would not only ealfige them as full
citizens of Soviet Union but also emancipate them from the bondagetbérnood that
prevented them receiving an education and fulfilling their personalpasfgssional
dreams.

Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankainstructed its readers to emulate the real-life and
fictitious characters it presented who integrate Bolshevik idedldgytheir daily lives.
The journal emphasized the benefits of the Soviet government andbddstrow
women’s lives change for the better once they cease to olikeivéraditional practices
and adopt the new life. Many short stories and testimonials follstaralardized pattern
in which women are first described in a state of misery, boundhéybtrdens of
motherhood. Then, when they attend a meeting of Bolshevik activists andhpi
Communist Party, they become enlightened and begin to live fil@alse these women

begin to work in professions that were predominantly male, theyresented as not

18 |n many instances, authors were only identifiedHgyr initials, which were not always legible.
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having to worry about feeding their children because they are inugtevorthy hands of
state-run nurseries and daycares.

Two testimonials printed in a 1923 issue of the journal describe the
transformation of peasant women from ignorant to enlightened and shothé&gournal
portrayed this theme differently based on its audience and placentbetjournal itself.

In the first testimonial;The Zhenotdel Came{Zhenotdel PriekhdJ the author describes
how theZhenotdel the women’s organ of the Communist Party, organized a meeting
among peasant woménh The testimonial is organized so that the author recounts the
events leading up to the meeting, quotes from the speech given, seribeke the
activities in which the peasant women participated. An eldedynan, who remains
unnamed throughout the testimonial, gives a speech entitled, “What tiees BWHill
Discuss” © Chem Tut Baby Tolkovat’ BuduThe author notes that everyone was silent
and listened attentively as the speaker described her hoiféleefore the revolution.
Now that the Soviet Union has formed, she continues, it is impertitatepeasant
women drive out of themselves the past ghosts of slavery and showtpeasahat they

can do more than sew and reap the fields. Peasant women can read mdoks a
newspapers, discuss politics, and understand questions about taxes #lfiert break

the peasant women joined with the activists to read from the jokirestianka,another
publication of the Communist Party. After discussing the journgt aigreat deal of

interest, the peasant women collectively decide to subscriBaliotnitsa i Krest'ianka

1 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 4 (1923): 10.
10



In the last paragraph, the author quotes one peasant woman who askedgatesielot
to forget about them and to return so that they could continue to dispehngeoand
darkness among peasant wom&n.

The second testimonial is by E. Belova of Ulianovskii. She descrier
transformation from a stereotypically ignorant and religious pgeas@man into a
woman worker as a result of her job at a dynamite factory.e$plains that when she
first began work at the factory everything seemed wdi#ii) to her; she did not even
understand what dynamite was. After her boss gave her the cltanse &8 machine,
everything began to make sense. Nowhere in the text is the maldsoebed. Belova
simply explains that after learn to use the machine, she manageecome quite a
skilled (umely) worker?* As Belova continues to discuss the factory, she repeatedly uses
the first person plural possessive pronoun, stating that it is ‘oash( factory,
solidifying her identity with the other workers in the factory ded status as a woman
worker.

True to the aforementioned pattern, Belova describes her fibecb&nd after the
Bolshevik Revolution. She claims that the tsar repregsekgniat) the peasantry, but
since the formation of the Soviet Union, peasants have been ablgetdrdely
(svobodnd. Belova correlates the freedom in her own life to when sineedther work at

the factory. She notes all of the benefits she has been abletadeantage of since she

20 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 4 (1923): 10-11.

21 She provides no explanation for what type of maetthis is or its role in the production of dynamithis could be
due to the need to shorten testimonials so thtfihim the allotted space on the page or a liteteol to generalize
the role of machinery as a symbol of industriabzadnd modernization of Russia.
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started work at the factory. For example, she can eat &dtwry cafeteria and continue
her personal education by reading the journals and newspapers thataye r@adily
available. She also describes how women workers and their children benefit froewthe
life. Mothers can send their children to daycare and not worry ahenit during the day.
Furthermore, the mothers have noticed positive improvements in ¢hédren’s
development.

Although it is not possible to know whether Belova or the editors ojotnmaal
decided to use the first person plural possessive promast) (when referring to the
factory, the choice remains significant. It represents a sanakegiance to the factory
and solidarity with other women workers. The solidarity amongfdbtory women is
exemplified by the fact that they take it upon themselves tmmagavomen’s meetings
that discuss their needs and interésturthermore, Belova’s comment aboaglizing
what interests her highlights the very self-actualization that Communist Party
believed women would be able to experience after they were emancipated.

These two testimonials used the negative stereotypes ofmpeesaen and the
equally stereotypical and presumed positive influence of the CommBaisy on
women’s daily lives to encourage readers to adopt Party ideolNgtably, the
testimonials are placed in different sections of the journal inrdodeapitalize on the
presumed wants and needs of the intended audience. The finstoteatj which is

located in the front half of the journal, focuses on the role ofZtienotdeland the

22 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 4 (1923): 19.
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importance of Zhenotdel activists in the transformation of peasant women into
enlightened individuals. Given the location of the testimonial, theyligelal of the
testimonial is to encourage women workers to go to the villagesate peasant women,
and help build a union between them. The extent to which the peasant \abriien
meeting express thanks and appreciation for the efforts aZhbrotdelactivists is an
example of how the journal wants them to receive activists andap®rthe entire
experience as one that is not only worthwhile but gratifying.

The elderly and unnamed peasant woman who speaks at the meeting ni@anages
universalize her experiences and legitimize the Soviet govetnni@roughout the
testimonial she is only referred to as the “(female) spedkekladchitsy. The fact that
her identity remains unknown conveys to the audience that many, ifllngeasant
women experienced similar repression under the tsar. The spgeserence to slavery
could be a device to remind readers of the oppression of the peasaadidition to the
misogynistic nature of laws under the tsarist government. Consequilyspeaker
functions as a maternal figure who has learned from the méstdkegimes past and can
guide young women and tell them that they ought to take advantége wéw laws that
benefit women. On the one hand, the testimonial reinforces the notibrpehsant
women are illiterate and backwards and that they need to betediuna politically
conscious women who are not necessarily educated in agriculture drestimeethods to
increase production. On the other hand, it clearly makes an attemghato to peasant

women, albeit from the point of view of someone who has learned from the past.
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Furthermore, as a result of working with tEdenotdel the peasant women
become aware of their ignorance and the consequent need to readranmddesaabout
the Communist Party. The journal provides examples of women achignvmgyoals so
that readers might imitate their actions and become Partybersnor activists. The
implication is that any peasant woman who chooses not to adopt théenewll remain
ignorant and is considered to have done so by choice. The peasant women discussed here
however, voluntarily attend the meeting and interact with Zlhenotdel workers,
demonstrating that they are either already somewhat pdijticahscious or express a
desire to become politically conscious.

Belova’s testimonial portrays the negative stereotype ofapeéasomen and
shows how a peasant woman can overcome the stereotype througl featk. This
testimonial is strategically located in the latter halthe journal to function a source of
motivation for a presumably peasant readership. As a resdlbeg not focus on the
interaction between peasant women and women workers in a wayexpetdsses
appreciation for women workers’s involvement. Rather, it triesngpite a mass of
peasant women through the success of one.

It is unlikely that many peasant women worked in a dynaraitofy, and so it is
understandable that the author did not know how the machinery worked whérstshe
began at the factory. Her ignorance is revealed, however, wieedescribes it as wild.
Rather than seeing the machine as a product a modern technologynphe cannot
understand what it is or how it works. Despite her ignorance, Béoahle to prevalil

when she learns how to work the machine and eventually becomes @ skitler. Her
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advancement from a peasant woman shocked by machinery to a skillest senves as
a metaphor for the intellectual and economic development of Sovietysdder role as a
worker parallels that of a Communist Party member, who understhadstional and
pragmatic logic of Bolshevik ideology and how it is intended toteraasocialist Soviet
Union just as the machine creates dynamite.

Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankgrovides such different depictions of peasant women’s
transformation to show that women can change as a result of titediadtion with
activists or their work at a factory. It is notable, however, pe@sant women are never
described as being self-motivated in educating themselves and bgcpuaiitically
conscious. There is always a catalyst, be it an activistawtaery. Either way, the journal
uses the different approaches to relate to both of its audienoeserwand peasant
women, and encourages them to take part in the greater intdllectdapolitical

development of peasant women.

Health and Education

The testimonial and short story discussed in the next section efyemmiv
Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankaused agitation to encourage mothers to meet the health and
educational needs of their children. The journal emphasizes the neadtfars to take
advantage of the resources provided by the state to ensure thahildeen are born into
healthy environments and are raised to become independent and educated individuals.

In an early issue from 1923 the journal describes one woman’s ingpredsan

exhibit at the Museum of Public Health in Leningrad. The exhibitptbving Children’s
15



Health” (Ozdorovlenie Rebenkdocuses on matters of health and hygiene in the early
stages of a child’'s development. The article is located in thex laalf of the journal,
making its target audience more likely to be peasant women. Tier autT., begins by
recalling her conversation with her daughter just before entdrengxhibit. She and her
daughter were enticed by the exhibit's window display. V.T. desctifoe configuration
of the exhibit and her impressions. She notes her surprise that arzatiganike OMM
exists because no such organization had ever existed under the ¢saoss Bre present
at the museum to answer any questions and explain anythingdhadtdinake sense to
the visitors. The exhibit strongly emphasized the importance oftfeedmg infants and
that women shouldnly breastfeed for the first six months. V.T. also describes the othe
groups of people who attended the exhibit: mothers with their chitwitean excursion
from the Toddlers’ HomeJom Maliutk) and a group of children who stood together and
read aloud from one of the posters. In the last paragraph V.T.irexpiet the exhibit
was very interesting and informative, though it would only be open fiewanore days.
In the event that there are more equally informative and valexbibits, she notes that
the museum is open to the public every day and free of charge.

V.T’s description of the exhibit shows how the journal uses testimonials as a more
detailed and personal way of advertising events. V.T. is not presastany sort of
authority. Instead, she writes as an everyday woman who livesnimgrad and just

happened upon the exhibit. Yet even she is surprised when she compawek tbe |

2 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 2 (1923): 19-20.
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government resources for women under the tsars and the abundance assucbes
under the Soviet government. She implicitly urges her readers to the exhibit and
learn about proper childcare techniques when she notes the streeddmenuseum
and that there would be doctors ready to answer any questions. V&8s asra model for
this call to action, even if her visit to the museum was accidental. She didamat iotgo

to the exhibit, but her description shows she was pleasantly sarfnysit and that she
and her daughter left the exhibit having learned something.

Although Rabotnitsa i Krest’iankalid encourage mothers to learn about basic
health needs, it also devalued the role of the mother once childadredea certain age.
In the last pages of one 1924 issue of the journal the short ‘$tomy, Vaniutka Became
an Octobrist” Kak Vaniutka Popal v Oktiabriatydescribes a young boy who wants to
become a Pioneer. One day, the Pioneers come through the viliege ke is staying
with his aunt, Malan’ia. Vaniutka is very interested in the drumsPibeeers play and
tells his aunt that he wants to become a Pioneer. Malan’ia dsoid&r wanting to be
godless like the Pioneers, but Vaniutka pays no attention. He liké&ddheers because
they are articulate and educated, unlike Vaniutka, who is still utal&ad or write. He
sees joining the Pioneers as a means to becoming a member of an educated group.

When Vaniutka returns to Leningrad, where he lives with his motheghsed a
plan to join the Pioneers. After his mother leaves for work he tgoéad the district
committee, where he can register for the Pioneers. On théevggts lost and has to ask

for directions. The first man he asks for directions is a Nepniemsimply responds that
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he does not understand the questfoifthe second man, who is older and friendlier,
shows him the way. He asks how old Vaniutka is, and Vaniutka tellghathe is 8
years old. The man explains to him that he is not yet old enoughdd’ioneer; he must
become an Octobrist firét. Regardless of whether it is the Octobrists or the Pioneers,
Vaniutka is excited to become a member of a youth organizatiofedtseas though he is
well on his way to becoming an important member of society.MWraniutka’s mother
returns from work to find that he is not there, she runs through thenaggarch of him.
Unable to find him, she curses herself for not having signed him uthdoPioneers
sooner like the old womarbdbg at the factory had told her to do. In the end, she sees
Vaniutka marching past her with other Octobrists. He is so edgag&hat he is doing
that he does not even notice his motfier.

Vaniutka’s endeavor to become a Pioneer exhibits certain stersobyme
expectations of the Communist Party that permeate the issueRalodtnitsa i
Krest'ianka First, Malan’ia is a peasant woman and is consequently dedceb
someone who dislikes the Pioneers because they are an atheiszaiiganand
discourages Vaniutka from becoming a Pioneer solely for thainme&gcond, the mother
is a woman worker who still has ties with her peasant sig@gn’ia, and does not sign
Vaniutka up for the Pioneers when it is suggested the first Boiewhen she sees how

content her son is walking with the other Octobrists, she redteesnistake. She

24 A Nepman is someone who took advantage of theasnimnfreedoms during the New Economic Policy andena
money by exploiting others. In Soviet culture saedn were looked down upon as the scum of society.

% The Pioneers were for children aged 10-14.

2 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 9 (1924): 25-6.
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represents the midpoint on the continuum between her backwards aisteher
progressive son. Third, Vaniutka fulfills the hopes and expectatiotfseo€ommunist
Party; as a youth surrounded by Bolshevik ideology he acts aattigst who forces his
mother to realize the importance of youth organizations. He embodieswhgeneration
of Soviet children who do not need their mothers to educate them aindtinsty know
that to join the Octobrists or the Pioneers is the right thirtptdt will help him become

a good Soviet citizen and a future member of the Communist Party.
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Putting Control in the Hands of Peasant Women

In 1925, the journal began to instruct peasant mothers to use it as atioedilica
source and to take responsibility for the care and education ofcttikeiren in order to
decrease pressure on the Soviet government to provide childcare ahdristailttions.

The Soviet government implemented its new approach to the family thtbegnew
marriage code enacted in 1926 and its greater emphasis on educalion.nkers
realized that “talk of emancipating women through the transfoomati the family and
socialization of the childcare was seen as increasingly inapg®f’ The state
downsized children’s homes for theezprizorniki and encouraged urban and rural
families to adopt therff Popular opinion seems to have reflected and supported the
Communist Party’s decision to establish shared responsibilityebet the state and
individual families?®® The members of OMM wanted to put greater emphasis on the
ability of women to care for their own children propefl\Since OMM was responsible
for the creation of nurseries and educational campaigns to weacten about proper
childcare, it wanted to ensure that it could have a profound andgasfiuence in the
villages. Since there were only 1,853 summer nurseries in 1925, andrmanpet

village day nurseries, it was imperative that peasant motheeblbeto care for their

2T \Waters (1992): 129.

28 Goldman (1993): 84-100.

2 Goldman (1993): 90.

%0 Jessica Smith notes that the original plan forstge to take over the responsibility of raisingdren became
impossible at one point. She does not, howeverjigecan exact date or reason for stating this.iSkkearly, however,
writing after 1924 and refers to a conversationtsi with Lebedeva, the head of OMM, in which sitedcthe lack of
resources as a serious problem. Smith (1928): 785-1
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children and work towards lowering the high rates of child moytdliring the summer
months®*

Wendy Goldman'’s characterization of 1924 as the government'sdirsat from
the state-centered approach to child rearing and the eliminattbe &mily is supported
by an analysis of family law in the Soviet Union by Becky<sl and Margaret Stolee.
They refer to the new strategy in which the state and th#yfaimare responsibility?
When asked about the discrepancy between the ideals of the ComPantysand the
reality of the mid-1920s, the head of OMM, Vera Lebedeva, explained:

At the present time, the principle of collective education can only be

partially applied, first, because of lack of funds, second, becdese t

methods of social training have not been properly worked out, and, third,

because of the character and psychology of the population who aret not y

ready for collective training. We use, and will continue to useteviea

method proves best for the child in actual practice.

Recognizing the impossibility of applying the principle of the abie® education
completely,Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankeemphasized the role of the family in lieu of the
promised state-run institutions. Columns such as “Mother and Chudt (i Ditia)
explained to the reader how to do simple tasks, including laundryngewooking
nutritious meals, and providing basic medical care. The column vekesi ad the mid-

1920s and generally placed in the last pages of the jollrilie goal of these

instructions was two fold: the state wanted to eliminate akets of traditional peasant

31 Smith (1928): 177.

32 Becky Glass and Margaret Stolee, “Family Law iwvi8bUnion, 1917-1945,Journal of Marriage and Familyol.
49, No. 4 (November, 1987): 894.

33 Smith (1928): 179.

34 In the few instances when the “Mother and Childiswot in the last pages of the journal it waserlts the center,
but still in the latter half of the journal.
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culture that were considered backwards, such as using villagersheateer than
professionally trained doctors, and it also wished to provide coner&teictions for
peasant womerr.

In 1926 the state passed a new marriage code that legislatd approach to
marriage and the needs of families. The code’s most well kn@aeat fwas the
recognition of de-facto marriages. This meant that when a man andnaanhabiteénd
announced their cohabitation to a third party their relationship woeldonsidered a
legal marriage in the eyes of the law. The code also allowedcdivgron the petition of
one spouse and specified alimony requirements after divorce. Althloaidggngth of time
for which the male was responsible for paying alimony to hiwiéx-decreased with the
new code, he was required to pay alimony for a year in the #vanhis ex-wife could
not work. If she was simply unemployed, he was still required tcapaony, but only
for six months. Furthermore, ex-wives were entitled to halflgirabperty acquired since
the couple married. Beatrice Farnsworth describes the lawidenee that “the switch in
Communist rhetoric signaling that the family would not wither away] that the
institution of marriage and the mother’s role in it would remasemsally unchanged,

coincided with the consolidation of the Stalin revolution in the 193'She argues that

%5 In 1925 the Commissariat of Health tried to anelie the overcrowding of orphanages by encouratiag
placement of infants with urban, wage-earning feesilEven though few families seemed to want te takhe
bezprizornikj the very suggestion reveals the extent to whiehstate could not provide for even the most
downtrodden of Russian society and the way it haded away from the idea of taking responsibility faising
children in a socialized and communal manner. Webdlgiman Women, the State and Revolut{@ambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1993): 97.

36 Atkinson, Dallin, and Lapidus¥omen in Russigstanford: Stanford University Press, 1977): 16Ml5he event that
parents were unable to support their children, dparents were expected to do so. It appears taahl was to
reassert that the state was not going to assuideésponsbility for children and try to encouramilies to do so,
even if it meant extended family.
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all of the new regulations were part of an effort to expand on thesdoft relatives to
care for each other.

Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankaresponded to the change in the Communist Party’s
rhetoric by including more educational articles and columns disduss nutrition,
hygiene, and childcare, and also answer relevant questions fra@anpe@omen. The
articles encourage women to learn about their rights as wongdemathers, and that they
take it upon themselves to learn medically sound methods of childdaeejournal
included more self-help or how-to articles that cast a cle@hasis on the mother as the
primary caretaker of the children. Lastly, it continued to supportutiee of state-run

daycares, cafeterias, and OMM, but also discussed their absence.

Knowing Their Rights

Many women workers and peasant women were not well-informed dbaut t
rights as women, mothers, and ex-wivRsbotnitsa i Krest'iankdamented this reality
and published articles specifically to explain marriage and divianes and how women
could take advantage of them in order to protect themselves ancchiidien in the
event of a divorce. The article “Our RightN4&she Pravpappears in a 1925 issue. The
article discusses problems regarding alimony and child suppothwiere often more
applicable to urban women workers than rural peasant women. Most peasaen at
the time continued to rely on large families to work the land. The articlecdossstently
refer to women workers and peasant women and the need for both of them to use the laws

enacted to protect themselves and their children, but the placentikatasticle suggests
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that it is intended for a more rural audience; it appearekeimast pages of the journal’s
issue between “Village Economy” and “Mother and Child.” Nevee$®l the discussions
of divorce, alimony, and child support laws were an important aspettteobroader
discussion of mothers at the time, and their ability to finalyciptovide for their
children. The family had not been replaced by the state, but naained the main
source of support for children.

“Our Right” acknowledged that many husbands were choosing to abandion the
families and that mothers, consequently, were unable to provide far ciédren.
Fathers were expected to provide financial support for their childftendivorcing their
wives or even abandoning whole families. The article expredsappointment K
sozhaleniiy that many women do not know they are able to sue their ex-huskmands f
alimony and child support. In response, the author, Nakhimson, tells dergéa make
use of Soviet laws and sue for alimony and child support. She #iatesothers have
the right to go to the People’s CouNgrodnyi Sull with a petition to receive child
support, which could be half of the father's monthly salary. If a judg&déle that a
father must pay child support, it is supposed to be paid until the child is 18 ye#rs old.

Nakhimson attempts to relate to her readers in the laggnaplaof the article by
using similar language to other articles that discuss the unitwmede worker and
peasant women. She uses the phtas@as meaning in our [country] in contrast to the

laws in the rest of the world/és’ mif). The sentence serves two functions. First, it makes

%7 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 5 (1925): 27-28.
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a positive association between laws instituted to benefit women landSoviet
government specifically. Second, it detaches the reader fromdiefrine world saying
that, “Women workers and peasant women should remember that our pa@tpsit the
interests of mothers and children more than all the laws invtréd.”®® These two
functions help a reader assume a superior attitude toward other raatoos develop a
sense of national pride. The paragraph’s last sentence emphéasizesed to spread
education by stating that it is necessary for readers to peorpodpogandirovat)

knowledge and use of these laws, particularly among more backward women.

Strengthening the Union

The campaign to unite worker and peasant women faced severe abstatle
setbacks. In a 1927 article entitled, “Why it is necessaryeéngihen the union between
the workers and the peasants?” the author, A.K. directs women wtokeosne to the
aid of their peasant sisters. Like “The Zhenotdel Cameihesial discussed earlier, this
article is located in the earlier pages of the journal and fesomsehe actions of women
workers in relation to peasant women. The article explains thainibe is essential for
economic improvement of the nation and the defeat of all capital&tsgentry who
impede the Soviet people's struggle to build a socialist n&ti®imce a woman worker is

more likely to be politically conscious, it is her duty to go tohkage and “help the

% Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 5 (1925): 28. RaGOTHHIIb! ¥ KPECTHIHKH JOKHBI IOMHHTE, UTO eCITH HALI 3aKOH
OXpaHseT HHTEPEChl MAaCTPH U peOeHKa GOJIbIIIE, YEM BCE 3aKOHBI MUPA...»
%9 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 7 (1927): 4.
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backward ¢tstal'naid) peasant woman in the practical implementation of the
construction in the village®® The article continues to call on the “literate and intelldctua
Woman worker” to encourage peasant women to read newspaper®undls; to
discuss methods to improve local agriculture; and to explain the tamgerof the union
between workers and peasants. Workers are described as those whmadahides,
which can increase the economic production of the peasants tivthgroups worked
together.

The article’s emphasis on the importance of a strong union betwader and
peasant women implies that resistance and a lack of communicatiieeebhenorker and
peasant women were significant problems. Even though the jourmajeshés approach
to motherhood and the way it encouraged women to care for their childeeadlear that
the journal has not changed its opinion of peasant wéhiEne fact that articles in the
front half of the journal literally refer to peasant women askwaods assumes that
peasant women do not read these statements and that they aremdé¢cdftittests to the
lack of respect and consideration the editors show towards peasargnwPeasant
women are continually portrayed as uneducated and in desperatefrgggdance and
erudition about the Communist Party, economics, and the construction of socialism.

The union thaRabotnitsa i Krest'iankdries to build between worker and peasant

women does not ever seem to come to fruition. For the most pgduthal continues to

0 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 9 (1927): 6.

“1 The rhetoric used in this article is very simiam call on women workers to go to the villagesriutheir holidays
in 1925.Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 5 (1925): 6. The example from 1925 is tit&tto dolzhno delat’ v otpcuske v
derevne
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talk about the need to build or strengthen the union, but does not announceessfsilicc
formation. Despite these setbacks, the journal use the letteeseives letters from
women who want to take part in the reading huts and attend cluingsediut cannot
because there are none in their village or reffidror these women there are no positive
answers. Perhaps the editors still publish the calls for hetp Zhenotdeldelegates to
encourage women to organize amongst themselves and raise mangh tehows and
appeals to the cooperati{&The journal does have clear instructions for women workers,
such as becoming more involved in shop production of the Pioneers, but whhtever

instructions, women workers remain superior to peasant w8tmen.

Pregnancy and Birth

The Soviet government was seriously concerned about the birthratkeahidjh
mortality rates that plagued rural Russia. In order to amadé the situatiorRabotnitsa i
Krest'ianka published a vast number of articles that discuss pre-natal cat@ndpi
methods, and overall hygiene so that peasant women could takef dhemnselves as
well as possible in the villages where there were no propercaiddcilities. In an issue

from 1928, the columriin Our Village” published a featur€;The Struggle for a

42 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 6 (1928): 24. A peasant woman in lablonovoterto the journal and said that the
committee for peasant understanding organizedtaeré tvere still no reading huts, no money. There naihing in
general.

43 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 20 (1927): 30. The journal published a couplestimonials from women who had
managed to organize enough women and raise enooigéynto open a nursery.

44 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 1 (1928): 13-15.
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Cultured Village,” in which the author seeks to teach peasant women the need for
maternal self-care during pregnancy.

The author describes the unequal advantages between women workers and
peasant women when it comes to maternity leave. She explainsetsant women do
not have the ability to take maternity leave and are expectaaro throughout their
pregnancy. The physically arduous work in the fields sometimege<dbem to grow
sick and miscarry. The author also discusses the problems #$&tdrén women carry
their pregnancies to term. Most peasant women do not delivercthi&dren in their
homes, let alone in medical clinics. Rather, they gave birth in barns, storage co@ut
on the fields. There are few midwives in the villages to helmtti@ough labor. To
rectify this, the author suggests that more lectures and disosdse held in villages so
that women can be better prepared for pregnancy and childbirth, andui@ ¢hat they
can give birth in clean environments and have healthy b&bies.

It is curious that the topics of personal care and hygienagyriegnancy and
childbirth would appear in issues only after so much discussion of appeomags of
raising children. Whether this is a government response to an iedreasnber of
spontaneous abortions or high infant mortality is unclear. It applear peasant women
continued to abide by their old traditions and cultural practicesli®2®g, ten years after

the establishment of the Soviet government. In respoRabptnitsa i Krest'ianka

%5 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankapo. 10 (1928): 27.
28



continued the struggle to transform and thus control the way in whitdren were born
and raised by insisting that their way is not just the better way btigtitevay.

In addition to providing expectant mothers with advice about to give taorth
healthy babies, the journal also endeavors to help mothers mdimahealth of their
newborn babies. The columirMother and Child” addresses common issues such as
diarrhea in the summer and steps that mothers could take to n@nomigrevent the
illness. The column recommends that mothers should keep the house cleaelland
ventilated, open the windows, watch what they feed their childrahnot swaddle their
children. Doctors cited bad air and heavy swaddling as detrimentdde health of
children for almost a centufy.

The articles regarding women’s health issues urge women tomaskrn
medicine and avoid the unsanitary and traditional practices that caog®ications and
even the death of mothers and their children. At times the artiplsfically note that
women should stay away from traditional healers and go to doctersstoe that their
children were well taken care of by means of modern medicine. Inssnoe of the
column “Doctor’s ConversationsBgsedy Vracha which was introduced to the journal
in the latter half of the 1920s, there are clear instructionisoanto use medical helf.
Generally located in the back of the journal, the column is writie a doctor, who
discusses basic medical issues. The example discussed here 11926 issue of the

journal, provides a set of five steps to demarcate what to deermairc situations.

46 Ransel (2000): 25.
47 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 23 (1927): 29.
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Unfortunately, peasant women who read the article would soon réadizét was not
possible to follow the instructions. The steps involve seeking help froedical
professionals and visiting clinics that were unavailable in nwiiges. In other
instances the column provides information useful for everyone, such ahdentify

and treat the fld® The different approaches to giving advice show how some contributors
to the journal try to cater more to the logistical obstattiasmake it difficult for peasant

women to receive proper or modern medical attention, whereas others ignore them.

A Proper Upbringing

In the first decade of Soviet Union’s existence, it became thed one of the
most important duties of women was to bear children and ensure thatetteved a
proper upbringing ospitani¢. By 1926 most peasant women still did not receive
maternity leave, financial subsidies, or the help of nurseries aychma’® Peasant
women were forced to balance the responsibilities of work and motherhidiooluiv
assistance from the state. To counter the problems faced lkagevilctivists who
struggled to teach peasant women how to raise their childrenptineaj added the
column, “Mother and Child” Nat' i Ditia). The column consistently provided
information about proper ways to care for infants and to prepare theye@aration of
Soviet citizens for their respective duties as men and womeltroftgsy emphasized

hygiene and instructed mothers to make that their children’sateses not decorated with

“8 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 22 (1926): 24.
49 Atkinson, Dalin, and Lapidu&¥omen in RussigStanford: Stanford University Press, 1977): 172.

30



paint (assuming that it was toxic) and that they were easlgan because children often
put toys in their mouth¥. For mothers of children who were past the breastfeeding stage
of development, “Mother and Child” also provided recipes for soft foodsitbed easy

for children to swallow, such as carrot purée.

In 1926, two issues devote more than the usual number of pagedotitsa i
Krest'ianka to proper methods of raising children. The articles included disitigss
extent to which children should be required to help around the house and vduat to
when children are sick. The column “We Discus®bguzhdaein which was generally
located in the middle to latter pages of the journal, includes a muohlexcerpts from
letters sent to the journd.In one of the letters, a peasant woman asks how she should
raise her child since there are no daycares in her vilge.expresses concern because
there are no playgrounds and the children exhibit serious behavioral psollbey
follow the examples of their drunken parents and fight with othens. &ditor who
compiled the excerpts of letters offers no advice to help this p@oried mother.
Instead, the editor simply comments below the excerpt that tiee Vetiter's concerns
are not the concerns of peasant women alone, but also the concehosisainds of
women workers?

Rabotnitsa i Krestiankadid not completely abandon the notion of state-run

nurseries and daycares in the second half of the 1920s. In liegiog unothers to use

50 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 3 (1925): 46.

51 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 4 (1925): 32.

%2 This column started in the mid-1920s and is gelyeirathe middle section of the journal where @lgts and columns
that could relate to both peasant and women workersocated.

%3 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 22 (1926): 18.
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them, the journal decided to discuss daycare in general, emphasiziventfes for the
children and their mothers. One “Mother and Child” column tries taages mothers’
concerns by ensuring readers that in daycares children wedlivee nutritious meals and
participate in daily activities, including games, naptime and eway 8tme. The article
on the page immediately following describes how a dayslameldbe run in the village,
implying that there are still many to be bdfttPerhaps the goal here was to encourage
women to create daycares in their own communities. The agtiplains that there needs
to be an appropriate ratio between the number of rooms and childrea, thibi author
presumes to be high. The article also identifies different tgbefood that children
should eat, including milk, eggs, bread, vegetables and berries. The aldlsuggests
that from 3 to 4 o’clock in the afternoon mothers come to the ceioténeastfeed their
children.>

Religion was a particular point of contention between the Commuaist Bnd
peasant women. The column “Page about Religi@ifafitsa o Relig)i discusses the
relationship between superstitious beliefs and helddbotnitsa i Krest'iankanaintained
that religious beliefs prevent peasant men and women from beindoatdke care of
themselves and their children properly when they becamgliil.order to prevent the
harm religion and superstitious beliefs can cause, the journal adsdbat parents make
sure to raise their children according to the principles of then@omst Party, which

blatantly abhors all religions and superstitiof&botnitsa i Krest'iankainstructed

54 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 6 (1925): 30.
%5 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 6 (1925): 28-29.
%6 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 14 (1926): 16.
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mothers to talk with their children about their fears and superstitso that children
could see how irrational their fears and superstitions realie.w@ne of the main
methods used by the Soviet government and discus$tabiotnitsa i Krest'iankavas to
create parallel holidays that were in accord with Bolshevik aigolFor example, the
Soviet government encouraged families to celebrate New iMsiad of Christmas and
have Octoberings instead of baptisms.

Two issues in October and November of 1927 used the regular column “Mother
and Child” to discuss the effects of superstitions on children andhi@tance of doing
away with then?” In one issue, the column tells the story of an eight-year-olchamed
Sergei. He is normal in all regards except for the facthtbas afraid to stay in his room
alone. The author describes one time when Sergei is alone and becoaheeg@dy fear
when he hears a knock on the door. He is afraid that the boogelyukahi$é going to eat
him. When nothing happens, however, he realizes that there is no rehsteve in the
boogeyman and overcomes his fear through rational and logical deduction.

An article following the short story instructs mothers not to réades about
monsters to their children. It reiterates that such stories wctaldren afraid of the dark
and cause them undue anxiety. Then, the article discusses different methouerdfrye
or ameliorating children’s fears. It emphasizes that fightwth and cursing at children
are not helpful parenting techniques. Mothers should talk with thédren and discuss

why they are scared and provide skills to help them overcomefé¢laes. The argument

57 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 22, (1927): 24.
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behind this more communicative method is that to ignore childrenis feauld only
increase their anxiety, whereas talking about their fears alssetheir anxiety and
enables them to see that they have no reason to be&fraid.

The article seems to have been published not only to give moheeskitls to
teach their children, but the skills to teach themselves. Supmerstitvere a part of
Russian peasant culture and associated with backward peasant wdroewene
uneducated. Since a large part of the journal’s anti-religidciestand discussions are to
educate exactly these women, it makes sense that thls attio functions as a means to
teach those women who still believe in Orthodox Christianity and vasioperstitions.
This is not to stay that Orthodoxy, or any religion, are one laddame as superstitions.
Rather, that th®abotnitsa i Krest'iankareated both as equally harmful to individual and
intellectual development and wanted to rid all persons of irrationigfdo@ot based on
scientific inquiry.

In another issue, the contributing author for “We Discuss” focasesamily
problems and potential solutions. The column is appropriately subtitled,e”sloout
Children’s Upbringing by the Family’Hshe o Semeinom Vospitanii Dgtefhe title
includes “more” because it is a continuation of the previous isdlisgassion of familial
topics. The problems discussed are fighting, alcoholism, and propertwagprimand
children. After elaborating on the potential problems, the column ergesigzarents to

understand that when children make mistakes it is not becausatiry to, but because

%8 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 22 (1927): 24-5; no. 23 (1927): 26.
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they are still developing and accidents happen. The example gitkatishildren are
unable to sit quietlysidi smirnom for an extended period of time and it is illogical to
expect children to be able to do so. Thus, parents should not punish cHddren
something that they cannot do. The column goes on to discuss thaefiteisto explain
to children why they are not supposed to do something the firsttiieyeerr and only
punish them if the action is repeated. Then, if punishment is warran®edpi necessary
to be cruef?

The journal tries to include children by publishing a page that specificalbgeng
them. The “Little Ones,”$tranichka Malishabegins in issues from 1926 and is located
in the latter half of the journ&f. Written either for (peasant) mothers to read to their
children or for children old enough to read, the feature is comprisethpleslanguage,
often rhymes, and pictures or drawings related to the sulfjéicé story or rhyme. The
journal used this column to encourage children to learn about new thingaskarghrt in
socially sanctioned activities, such as joining the Octobristgoorg to school. One
issue’s “Little Ones” page printed a poem entitled “To Schod!Shkolu). The rhyme
describes Shura on his first day of school and makes note of his n@nmuand the
notebook in his baflt There is no ending, only the expectation that Shura will go to
school and enjoy himself while he is there. The goal is simpputdhe idea of school

into the minds of children and foster a sense of enthusiasm aboutwhecheol year.

%9 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 23 (1926): 22-3.

%0 The journal also sometimes included boardgamésofah they were actually made of paper and notdsyzhat
children could cut out from the magazine and phs/one might expect, they were Communist themed.

61 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 19 (1926): 27.
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Other editions of the page discussed seasonally relevant issuegssuty the leaves
fall off the trees and the days get shorter in the fall andakiigiren should celebrate the

October Revolutio?

%2 Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankano. 20 (1927): 29; no. 21 (1926): 27.
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Conclusion

Rabotnitsa i Krest'iankavas just one small part of a larger campaign to transform
life in Soviet Union in the 1920s. From the very first issue publisiteel, journal
supported Bolshevik ideology and encouraged women to become active meimbers
Party. Through the publication of agitational articles, shoriestpand testimonials, the
journal intended to provoke women to act, to join the Communist Party and tahdopt
new life. When the Soviet government realized that their effodscbhene to naught and
that they did not have the funds to construct the necessary inftasér to socialize
childcare and eliminate the need for traditional family sedtitige Party adopted a new
approach that was clearly reflected in the articlesRabotnitsa i Krest'ianka The
initiative to socialize childcare was not totally abandoned, butritiative’s intensity
was decreased so that mothers and the state shared respomsitshiijdren. As a result,
it is possible to build on the work of Goldman and Waters and useuhaa] to show
how these changes in family policy in the 1920s were implemented asdnped to the
public. Furthermore, the transition to a “shared” responsibility blegsguestion about
the extent to which Stalin’s Great Retreat in 1936 was grédgtand if the regression to
a more conservative style of upbringing and family life was hetdy in the making a

decade earlier.
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