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Abstract

Between 1899 and 2018, nearly 3.8 million people were killed in motor vehicle
traffic crashes on roadways in the United States. An averaf@gieople died in wrecks every
day in the country in 2018. There are names and faces behind the figures datagtrephic
toll of the automobile has become normalized, dismissed as an expected consequence that comes
with the symbol of freedonThis studyexploresthe waysn which bereaved people cope and
maintainbonds through practices and remembrance objects after losing a loved one in a fatal
automobilecrash Through indepth interviews witminefamily members in North Carolina, and
an illustrative sampling of individual and community geepressiorfollowing passenger car
deaths over the past century, an original porisaifferedof the personal aftermath of deadiyr
crashes in North Carolin@his work isset in the broaddristoricalcontext of theise of the
motor carin the United Statesvhere sigificant automobile safety advances did not arrive until
the late 1960By drawing on archival collections, as well as photographic material and
historical newspaper accounts, this project offers a unique view of an area of research that has

received litte or insufficient study.
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Introduction

The Questions that Linger

Twenty-one years later, | still have the wall calendar, thewattedifferent
scenegaintedfor each month of theyelry Ramona Hookds son. She ha
of the calendaprinted aftether sonJasonwas killed in a car crash ahintersection irSt.
Petersburgk-lorida. Thedriver of a stolerChryslerfleeing a
policecarr an a red | ight and c
Volkswagen vanln thecalendaiportraitfor April, the month *
Jasordiedin 1999 a likeness of &r sonpeersoutof a
window as rain falloutside Jason drew phrasento the
scene AApril rained, so | p¢

i n s iAftee the@rash, a grieving Ramona told rdering

an interview in her homia 1999 il wi sh he

Figure 1: Jason Hook
poses by a sculpture at The
Hirshhorn Museum and
Sculpture Garden in
Washington, D.C . Source:
Ramona Hook.

been itnside. 0
Of all of the traumatic events | covered as a
newspaper journali$t murders, firesgrugoverdosesthe

devastatingvakeof Atlantic hurricane$ thefatal car crash

1+] EOOVUEwW, PO0&E@0OE0&UBEDPE]I O0w! UDOT U wst.petérdburgITingspEl @@ Daouddsar UUDUUOu
staff writer at the St. Petersburg Timesiow called the Tampa Bay Timesn Florida from April 1994 through mid -
October 2004. | covered the Jasomlook car crash, interviewed Ramona Hook, and others.
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was the rost disturbingexperiencdor me,andthe wllision that killedJason wasmongthem.
He was twentysix years old, aog lover andartist who painted human figures and gmftraits
with oils, watercolors, acrylicend pastelsThat dayin April 1999, Jasorhadjustfinished
showing arart galleryownertwo of his canvas paintingsd was driving in downtown St.
Petersburg when the driver of the stolen car crashedhismt@ngoing 80 mphThe force of the
collision sentlasorthrough theront windshield,knocked off his Airwalk sneakerand

decapitatdhim. In an instant, Jasomas goneHis family, left devastated, grasdfor

i . L,JLJLJL,,JL_I'L_J'LJsJ;_fs_JL_J;J,JL,J»f;iLiniuiP
explanationsand hismother e , .

ey

embarked om sevenyear e AN ; i
guestto try to change the : g |

way police pursuits were —
carried outl reconnected
with Ramonan 2020 She :" {3

lives in the same home in b‘_\j Jason hook

Florida andwill turnseventy = / '

Y
"

A%
]
"ﬁ"gs
™

ﬁr Vu
‘“‘ ¥

Figure 2: The cover of my year 2000wall calendar that
y e ar s found gumdsesin featured paintings by Jason Hook.

in 202L. For the past thirteen

humanitarian projectduring

visits to India and NepalComfortcomes at nightin bedwhenRamonaspeakdo Jasorthrough



prayes. dwhkha | 6 m coming to the edadfcoaorfethmegxcittmefte , 0

of beingabletoknowd | be witzh him again. o

| would notrealizethe extent to whickseeingshattered windshieldsyistedstee)
mangledoumpersandpersonabelongingsstrewnacross pavememtould affect me, or how
recountingtalesof human sufferinggatheredat kitchentablesof grieving family membersiould
stick with me, until after2004 wherl left journalism a career loved and miss every day
Several yearafter | left theSt. Petersburg Timewhere | had worked for nearly eleven yeéars,
hadstarted lightly
documentingupsetting
thoughtsabout traffic

crashesn a ersonal

diary AOver t
monthp | wr ote
Jamuaryl 2 , 2l@E@

have been times when e IS DS SF

Figure 3: The fatal crash scene in St. Petersburg, Florida, in

ldve wanted 1999. The force of the collision ejected Jason Hook from his
Volkswagen van and knocked off his sneakers. Source:Jonathan

Newton, Tampa Bay Times.

my experience because i

has seemed so important

2 Ramona Hook, Interview with author, Audio, July 30, 2020.
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to record. The experiences usually occur while driving and involve a fear of losititgeHeBaa
traffic crash. o

I metmy wife Heatherin St. Petersburg 2001, andwe moved to North Carolina
after | left theSt. Petersburg Timdser a job in strategic communicatioas Duke University
Over the yearany worry aboutHeatherdyingin a car crash grew more intense. If she was late
getting homdrom work, | convincednyselfshe was dead in altision, andl would
compulsivelycheckonlinetraffic crashmapsfor answersOnetimewh en | cobehldndot r
called a friend, frantithat the dreaded end had finally come. Anotivee, whenHeathemwas
late, Icalledher cell phone, buhecals went directly to voice mail, over and ovamnd over
again Thatday, | climbed into my1998Toyota 4Runner ipajamas andlippers and set dwn
North Carolina Highway 147 to finker. As | drove, my heart pumped, my mind racaagdmy
mouthfelt like a cavern of cottaruntil my phone buzzed. It was Heather, and she wa®itine
delayed at the officéAfter moredrainingexperiences like thak,ended upgn an anxiety
specialish s o f efpriescrbedmirtdful meditationexercisesanda probability log where |
documenteeachfearful thoughwith the likelihoodof the worrycoming true This was my
entry on December 21022:

What if Heather is killed in a car accident on her way home before the holidays? |

read in the paper (online) that traffic
and daylight so that lessens the probability of it occurring. But if Itavpst the
likelihood of this happening on a scale 6110 |, | 6d sh@ghanaettat A 50

she doesnbét come home to me at 2 p. m.
| continued thgournalentry withscribbledfindings from cursoryresearctabout fatality crashes
over winter holidaysandl personally deduced that the probability of her death was low because

she would not be impaired; it wag-aday, and the weather was clear. And yet, | continued,

€



AAnd so what i f actiderdthe weeként @&hdistma® Chastmagwallf f i c
never, ever be the same again. | would be dev
gifts | bought her. | would be done. o

As authorJoan Didiorwrotein her grief memoiiThe Year of Magical Thinking
after her husbanal s heart a#tdclat the dinnertablégi | i f e ¢ hang &lsordimryt he i n
instant®® Sudden death inmotor vehicldraffic crash thethird leadingcause ofnjury deathin
the United Statem 2019 is another example cAnunexpecte@dndthat happens in a routine
moment of time, forever altering the life of loved ones left behWhen | was a newspaper
journalist | left the homesof anguishedamily membersafterinterviews and wrote their stories,
which woul d usual | ynewaspppereHoweval, also tefwéh questiorithatd ay 6 s
have lingeredn my mindfor years. Howare people able tgo onafterlosing abelovedin acar
crast? How do theycope? How do theyremembetheir person®o they try to keep a
connection alive somehow?

This thesisis anexplomation oftheways bereaved people cope and maintain
bonds througlpracticesandremembrancebjectsafterlosinga loved one in datal motor
vehicle crashThroughin-depthinterviewswith surviving family members in North Carolina,
andanillustrative sampling oindividualand community grief practices followirngassengetcar

deathsover the past centyyl will providean original portrait othe personabftermathof

3 Joan Didion, The Year of Magical ThinkindNew York: Vintage Books, 2005), 3# PEDOOwb UOUI wEEOUUOwWI 1 Uwl U
possessions and other objects that reminded her of him.
426 (20 12w+l EEDOT w" EVUUT UwOIl w#1 ECT wil xOUUUO» WEEET UUI Ew) EOUEUA U
https://webappa.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/leadcause.html. Homicide by firearm was the fifth leading cause of injury
death in 2019.
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deadly automobile crashesNorth Carolinaset in the broader contextthe rise of the
automobilen the United States

Chapter One, titletotors for the Massesracks thaneteoricascenbf the motor
vehicle a machineghatoffered a new kind of independenes,well asthecorresponding
demand fogoodroadsin North Carolina Chapter Two, titled\ Deadly Love Affajrexploresthe
lossthat follows threefatal crashes ilNorth Carolina one in 1909, the others in 1930 and 1962.
A city grieved in1909 after an early modaltomobilehit a treeoff a saneclay road killing two
men In 1930, agrief-strickenwidow never recovered frora broken heariThe wreck in 1962
happened ardiNorth Carolina Governor Terry Sanfdrgush to changarising trajectoryof
road deaths in the stat@hapter Three, title®ortraits of Grief consists ohineintimate
sketchesonstructed from my interviewsith bereaved family membens North CarolinaThe
contemporaryortraitsexaminethe bereavemerjburneys, practices andremembrancebjectsof
six mothers, a daughter, a wife and a.gonvite readers to see and relate todeathtoll in
ways thafosterempathya deeper understandinglmimansufferingand more responsible
driving. The conclusionof this studyprovides a brief reflection on the implications and an appeal

for all drivers today.

Putting the Names and Faces to Numbers

This thesisaddresses aoverlooked area afiscussion imesearchWhile scholars
have examinedhanyaspects odutomobileand transportation safetyne ways in whictpeople
maintain a connection wittheir loved onesfter afatal carcrashi beyond roadsidenemorialsi

have received littleoncentratedtudy in the United State€ertainly,importantstudies have



beenpublishedon grief experiencesfter a crash, butistussions have fallen short of adequately
telling thepersonaktoriesof how people have grieved or remembered loved ones through
practicesand objects aftest deadlywreckin the United StateAmongthetexts thahave
exploredthe human miseryrailing theautomobilesa chapteriiP et er D .tholglkr t on 6 s
provokingbook, Fighting Traffic The Dawn of the Motor Age in the American CAynong the
themes, lie bookexamineghe clashbetweernpedestrians and motorisigertheright to the city
streetafterthe motor vehicl@appearedhn the early twentieth centumf. Wi t h t he sudden
the automobil e came a new Kk assodategpfofessoa af Bistodye at h ,
in theDepartment of Engineering and Society at the University of Virginilo st of t he de
were city people. Most of the cards urban vic
victims were children and youths. o

Nortonusesa chapterin his bookto put a human face asftendry statistics
describingsafetyparadessomeorganized by mothersp memorializegpedestrians who were
struck and killed by automobil@s big citiesbetween 1918 and 19240 r t on expl ai ns t
pedestriana horsedrawn wagon and a Model T of equal weight were not equally dangerous,
because the car was likely to be traveling three, four, or five times faster, even in the hands of a
prudent motorist. To many, therefore, the automobile was, l&kgui, inherently dangerous,

especial by in cities. o

5 peter D. Norton, Fighting Traffic The Dawn of the Motor Age in the American C{ffambridge, Massachusetts:
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2008), 11. O1 wOi w- OU VDGR U OBIOEOWEWDIT | OWEOEwW OT1 U0
empathetic view of the human toll, describing safety parades that served as public grief expressions in the early
twentieth century. | corresponded with Norton about his  book, which does not explore North Carolinaz UWEE Ox UD OO wdI u
the automobile. He noted a need for research around theaftermath of car casualties. In an emailin October 2020,
to them, and at the public character of the displays of grief. These things were entirely absent fOO wUT 1 wUET OOEUUT b x
6 Norton, 31.
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To putthe death#n perspective, étween 1899 and 201ere werenearly 3.8
million traffic fatalitiesin the United StatesFrom enforcemerdndhighway engineering to
public educatiorcampaignsinnumerablenitiatives have been undertakerncommunities
across the countrpr yearsto reduce the number of roadwegsualtiesEvenNorth Carolina
millworker Dorsey Dixo® s f a mosangi WO Bkt lme Hlatgr mada popudry
Roy Acuff, tried to raisgéheconsciousness by retellirgtale of a fatal crash in East
Rockingham, North CarolineTheDixonversiono r i gi nallDiydre @t | delam Anybo
Pr ay, oedhoe the singer hedracrashon the highway andentt o t he scene: #AA
was stamped on my heart | Whiskey and glass all together | Was mixed up with blood where they
lay|[Deat h pl ayed her hand in destruction | But
Furthermoreetiquette writer Emily Post todker pen tdhetraffic topicin 1949
ini Mot or ,b&Babooklettros i e n h an ce@tioosbigr o @ oulse hi ghways. 0
discouragedpeeding, weaving, passing on curaaghills, andpushedatwelvepointi c od e o f
c o0 u r to¢hse Angerican publionritingt hat -mafAwet €do dri vamd shared
never commandeerederight-of-way from other vehicles or pedestriaisBad mot or i ng
manner s ¢ arPosbwarnedu md el rsiihgle pduréesyrand consideration for others at

al | ti mes wil | make the use of streets ©®and hi

P3UVUEI I PEW2ETI T DAWBEEOUwW OOUEOwW1l xOUUW3EEOI UO> w4 OPUT Ew20E0T U w4
https://cdan.nhtsa.gov/tsftables/tsfar.htm#. The figure for 2018 is the most recent data available.
822 U00EVa WOl w3T 1 weUI EOwOOwWUT T w PTT PEAO?» WEEET UUT Ew, EVUET whiA OQuwl Y
https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/wreck/summary.html.
922000EVA WOl w3T 1T weUI EQwOOwWUi T w DT T PEAS?
O EMIily Post, $ OB Oaw/ OUUz Uw, OUOUwW, ESDI UU w§Wwashimtgrdn] Dud.: Qdlional Bighday Usens O w3 UE
Conference, Inc., 1949), 4416.1 read this in the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library at Duke University.
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Poor driver behavioremairs a plaguingproblembutis hiddenor dismissedn the
collective consciousneshk 2019 there were86,096motor vehicle traffiacleathson roadwaysn
theUnited StatesiNorth Carolinaranked fifthin the natiorfor total fatalitieswith 1,373 deaths+
While organizations such as NC Vision Zero work to elimiditeoadway deaths iNorth
Caroling sometop contributingcircumstances fatal crashesontinue to involvéhuman
behavior crossing the center linegckless drivingspeedingandimpaireddriving.:2 Mark
Ezzell, director of the North Carolina Govern
with reducing the number of fatal crasheaid that if drivers changed their behavior, most
crashes would be avoided.\W know that welbver 90 percent of traffic crashes are because
some mistake was made. Teaat why we tend to call them crashe
Ezzell, wheefather,North Carolinasenator dmes EEzzellJr, was killed in a car crash in
Ral eigh in 1991. @AAcci d&notulpabiitathes. Usually,shégsa nd | i k
some type of failure on the®part of someone I
Despitethe body countthe prevalence of fatal crashes segfgmanypeople
willfully dismiss the potential damage and devastation caused by actions behind thellagel
remainpsychologicallymmune totherisk, dangersandgrim costof driving, intoxicated bythe

liberatingactivity theyfell in love with more than one hundred years aggoite of passag®er so

Ou

12 . YT UYDI PpwOi w, OUOUwWS51 1T PEOT w" UEUT T UwbOuwl YRuN? wep6 EUT DOT UOOO w#
December 2020), https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPu blication/813060. Fatalities from motor vehicle

traffic crashes include occupants of passenger vehicles, light and large trucks, as well as motorcyclists, pedestrians,

and pedal cyclists. An important note about statistics: they vary slightly from sourc e to source. For example, while

the federal agency provides 1,373 for total fatalities in North Carolina in 2019, the number for people killed in the

?2-0U007T w" EUOODPOEW! YWNW3UET I PEw" UEUT W»EEUU» wEAwWUOT 1 estridd® 07T w" EVOO
account for 231 of the 1,470killed .

29 . OUUT w" EVOODPOEW! YUNWIUET I PEw" UEUT wEEOU» wep- OUUT w" EUOGOD OE w# -
29 - OU0T w" EUOODPOE wl Y hNaeutB Cakolink Bivisiort of NEotbi Vetticles€ Z011) , 10, 13 Mark Ezzell,

Interview with author, March 5, 2020.
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many. Perhaps the feeling of freedom inducedabayotorcar distortsadriverds common

sensibilities anghersonalaluesthatwould otherwisalictate their behavior toward fellow
humanontheroadl n hi st or i an D &amwistdoroBgh Bookded éndNVheels r d s

The Promise and Per i | olP4Q Aheecadivay & @ snig@eghysic&lu | t ur
placeg asort of modern meeting hall where the public tests, refinesyaithtes its own rules

and as s w@mshesare the tragic result of drivers testing lilmaéattention, speed and

U.S. Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities and Fatality
Rates, 1900-2018

concern for others and failing those tests,

causing immediate and permankatm And Vehicle Miles
Total Traveled Fatality Rate per
- - Fatalites  (VMT) Millions 100 Million VMT
the experiences of people left behafter a 1500 2% N "
1810 1,589 NI NI
fatal crashappear to be regarded much like tH18z0 12,155 m m
1830 31,204 206,320 15.12
- C Ari 1840 32,914 302,188 10.89
scene of a traffic crash: drivers slow down, 1950 TR 458,248 o
1860 36,399 718,762 5.06
acknowledge the wreckage and continue thel1s7o 52 627 1,108,724 4.74
1880 51,091 1,527,295 3.35
travels. 1880 44,598 2,144,362 2.08
2000 41,945 2,746,925 1.53
2010 32,999 2,967,266 1.1
Today, here are morgbbons  [z01s 36,560 3,240,327 1.13

Figure 4: Chart created by Leanora
Minai. Source:NHTSA, Traffic Safety Facts
Annual Report, June 30, 2020.

of roadway more vehicles on time, and

billions of miles traveledy motorists And
while thefatality rate in the United Statés much lowetthanprevious decadeshe statistical
decline illustrated in spreadshedtses not refledthe tragic reaivorld reality: thenumber of
lives violently cut shorthas not dramatically decreasaalthe whole Take for exampledata

separated by seventy years: there v@&696 peope killedas a result omotor vehiclsin 2019

14 David Blanke, HellonWheels3 T 1 w/ UOODPUT wEOE w/ 1 Ub O whd4(LadrbndeDMaisast w" EUw" UO0UUI

1940and focuses on the west and Texas.
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in the United Statesompared t&1,701killed in 1949,a timebeforelifesaving features such as
seat beltsandair bagss Thehuman lives that come to tragic eradsroadsremainfairly steady

andthe bell of griefcontinues taeverberag in homes across the country.

Continuing Bonds:Staying Camnecied After a Death

It is notmy aimin the space of this study to cover the more than one hundred
years of grief theory and countldssreavement studidy writers and researchers who have
soughtto betterunderstand hoyeopleexperience, procesand cope withoss However,some
relevantcontextaboutthe historical and evolving views on grieviggdthe bereavement process
will be helpful for the chapters that follgwndl draw upont he @A c ont ibereaavemgnt bonds
theoryinitiatedin 1996 The theoy, exploredthat yeatin an anthologyf studies Continuing
Bonds: New Understandings of Gristiggested broadened perspectieé the bereavement
procesdased on maintaininga@nnectiorto the deceasewhich wascontrary to the prevalent
belief up until then thad healthy resolution of grief requirdeltting go.2¢ Since1996 researchers
have built on theontinuing bondperspectivereducing thestigmaassociated withetaining a
link or relationship witra deadpbersonthroughsuch avenues gersonal possessigns
conversatiog, social mediaphilanthropic actsandmysticaland piritual experiences.

For mostof the twentieth century, Westetiminking and researchroundthe

resolution ofgrief centeredroundinterpretations oSigmund Freud, whwrote in 1917 about

59 - ' 3242w" 1 OUUUwW! UUI EVUOwW?' DUUOGUPEEOW2UEUDUUDE Lwhtbdstaled w4 ODUIT E
Census Bureau, accessed February 8, 2021,
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial -1970.html, 719.
18 Dennis Klass, Phyllis R. Silverman, and Steven L. Nickman, eds.,Continuing Bonds: New Understandings of Grief
(Washington, D.C.: Taylor & Francis, 1996), 45.
11



giving upattachmentso be able tanove ont” However, ashe 1996anthology editorsDennis
Klass, Phyllis R. SilvermargndSteven L. Nickman point out, Freud did nesthis ideaafter
actual death’el n f act , tréublesaftdrthe deathg of his daughter and grandson
later yearglid not validate higriginal suppositiorthat one mustutties to free oneself
AFreudds early theory, not his experience or
formulationsofappopr i at e gri eving b e arguen Continuiag Bérids v er ma |
ifThe theory took on a |ife of i1its own, and Fre
was not integrated iZnto psychoanalytic though
As a result, or most of thetwentieth centurymainstreantheories angbractices
were basedn the notion that maintamg ties withthedeceased such asoldingontoa chi | d 6 s
clothing or routinelygoing to a gravé wereproblematicsigns ofcomplicated grief: However,
Silverman and Klasasserthatcontinuingbondsarepart of an emotional process that occurs
with and includes the dead loved persbrh e y a r dhelpeocesshdaes nofiend, but in
different ways bereavement affects the mourner for the réwss ofher life. People are changed
by the experience; they do not get over it, and part of the change is a transformed but continuing
relationship with the deceaséd.
Two decades after the 1996 anthol@pntinuing Bonds: Newnderstandings of

Grief, Klass a death, dying and bereavement schalaediteda new collection of studies,

7/ 7a00PUwl1dw2DOY]I UCEOQWEOEwW#1 OOPUwW* OEUUG w? ( OUUOEUEUDPOOOwW6ET EUZ
and Steven L. Nickman, eds.,Continuing Bonds: New Undrstandings of Grief,-8.
18 |pid, 5-6.
19 |bid, 6-7.
20 |pid, 7.
21 |bid, 13.
22|bid, 19.
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Continuing Bonds in Bereavement: New Directions for Research and Pradtidbe volume in

2018 researchersxplore among otheareashow gieving people make sense of a death the
waysin which bondsarepracticedindividually andwithin communities and across cultures.

Several chapters, for instance, are dedicated to continuing bonds on social media, but
concentratediscussioraboutbonds after fateduto crashes isissingfrom the book

Researchers hambnsidered th&996continuing bondanthologya fcal | anstbo c |l i ni ci
documeninstances when bereavemeid dot represent the olagsychoanalytic theorgf
disengagemeritom the deadin thelatest workKlass and ceeditor Edith Maria Steffen

observehat theras more opportunity for research around continuing bonds in grief, and they
call on fApi oneer wentitelyu ma toaret d deuThidgpaper explores ag .t @
uncharteddomain.

Klass and Steffealsoacknowledgen themost recenainthologythatdespite
agreemenbverongoing bondservingasicent r all a sighatecaboutonfinuiggr i e f , 0
bondsin bereavementontinues? One area ofleliberation falls arounthe questiorof whether
postdeath bonds and relationshgr® healthy for the living perso@linical social worker

Phyllis S. Kosminskyoints outhatacontinuing bon@ eole in helping a person through grief

cannot be put into a good or bad buck&.he emphasi zesé tismawhetiiet he que:

23 Dennis Klass and Edith Maria Steffen, eds.,Continuing Bonds in Bereavement: New Directions for Research and Practice
(New York: Routledge, 2018).Klass, a professor emeritus at Webster University in Missouri, has studied bereavement
since 1968 when he served as an assistant in a seminar taught by Elisabeth KubleRoss at the University of Chicago
Hospitals, xxii.

24 Edith Maria Steffen and Dennis Klass."Reflections and Conclusions: Going Forward with Continuing Bonds" in

Dennis Klass, Phyllis R. Silverman, and Steven L. Nickman, eds.,Continuing Bonds: New Understandings of Gr{éfew

York: Routledge, 2018), 5, 345.

% 1bid, 1.

26 Phyllis S. Kosminsky,"Working with Continuing Bonds from an Attachment Theoretical Perspective" in  Continuing
Bonds in Bereavement: New Directions for Research and Prad#@eeYork: Routledge, 2018),112.
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CB [continuing bonds] are helpful or unhelpful in addipn to loss, but rathewhenandhow

they are helpful or unhelpfuz” 6

Remembranc®©bjects A Type ofContinuing Bond

A way grieving people remember theileadloved onsis through material
objects such as keepsakes and personal possessiods | illustrateas part of Chapter Three,
APortr ai tAler noyffath& diedeffcancder, his belongingmained and my family had
to decide what to do with them. | have bisca 1970<ustombuilt teak desk on which | wrote
this thesis. | also have his 196@sbriefcase and other assorigossessiond he belongings of
thedeparted objects such as clothing, jewelry, and photogrdptianscend space and time,
andarepowerfulmemorysymbols infused with thedea of, and maybe even theergy of the
deceasedeven though thpersormphysically ceasgto exist.In herfascinatingoook Objects of
the Dead cultural sociologisMargaret Gibson examingise meaning of objects am¢hat
happens tpossessionsfi@r deathsn Australia.Her discussiorincludesfir el i ¢s of t he b
such axremationrasheswhi ch al |l ow the bereaved#dGilisen,aihol d o
senior lectureat Griffith University in Queensland, Australsayst hat #fAf or t hose wh
loved one, the objects that ram are significant memory traces and offer a point of connection

with the absent 2body of the deceased. o

271bid, 113.
28 Margaret Gibson, Objects of the Dead: Mourning and Memory in Everyday [estralia: Mel bourne University Press,
2008), 2, 181.
2 1bid, 2.
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In her grief memoirJoan Didion wrote abotiow the possessions of her
husband,John Gregory Dunneeminded her of himAfter herh u s b databhéast attackn
2003 she couldnét part with his shoes because
and she couldndét thr ow a-ouapensathdhadgkwenter aslgiist m c¢ |
Didion started eating off old diges that belonged to her husband before they were matieed.
husband died thirtpne days before their fortieth anniversdryGr i ef has no di st an
describginherme moi r. A Gri ef comes in waves, paroxysn

thenees and blind the eyes 3and obliterate the

Methodology

My interest inthe topic ofmemorial practices and remembrance objects was
awakenedn the Duke GraduateSchoolseminar Aging and Death in Literature and Film. As
part ofclassc our sewor k, | r @ndRda uDi dK aagnmaPing] gtieheledasi, r
When Breath Becomes Apublishedn 2016after his deathKalanithi, a neurosurgeomho
documented his experiencetiwvstage four lung cancer,otg fideat h comes f or al
Most lives are lived with passivity towarddeditht 6 s s omet hing that happe
around youw?! With the broad implicationsd€ al ani t hi &rathih mindg etiogom i n g
better understanilow peoplehold onto ther loved onesafter sudden death imautomobile
crash My researcHor this papers mostlybased on primargources thafall within threemain

areas: iApersoninterviews,archival recordsind online collectionsand historial newspaperd.

30 Didion, The Year of Magical Thinkin@7.
31t Paul Kalanithi, When Breath Becomes AMew York: Random House, 2016), 114.
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draw onpublic crash investigationecords suppliedpon requedby the North Carolina Highway
Patrol, as welpublicly available court documen®sAs part of my research activitiescdnsulted
certified crash reportérom the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehiclés verify media
reports angupplementactsandcircumstances datal collisionsdiscussedn Chapter Threés

Additionally, o familiarizemyselfwith grief and bereavemeistsues| read
journal articles and bookbkat did noffind their wayinto this paper, includinghe Nature of
Grief by John ArcherDeath, Memory & Material Culturey Elizabeth Hallam and Jenny
Hockey;Bitter, Bitter Teardoy Paul C. RosenblatRoadside Crosses in Contemporary
Memorial Cultureby Holly Everettandl Wasn ot Re ad pyBtook NGehapnd Good by e
Pamela D. Blair.

My in-personinterviews with bereavethmily membersn North Carolinabegan
in January 202Mafter myqualitativeresearch protocol was approved by the Duke University
Campus Institutional Review Boaf2020-0036] To find peoplefor interviews | created a

study-specific Facebook pagBorth Carolina Fatal Car Crash Grief Research Stlitig page

included a link to @onfidentialonline contactform for people to voluntarilyeach out to me and
arrange a time techedule a interview In SeptembeR019, | began posting updatdsout my
researclon the Facebook study pagadthese postsicludedalink to the contact form.
ThroughSeptembe020,l postedpad updategargeted for Facebook users in North Carolina

since my work is set i rdeaturhon Faxdbednsiredipidies pai d i

32 During coronavirus quarantine, court clerks in Scotland and Halifax counties in North Carolina were kind enough
to scan and send me by email cout documents for two cases described in Chapter Three.

33 For research activities, | requested and receivedcertified DMV -349 crash reports from the North Carolina Division
of Motor Vehicles on November 13, 2020 These reports were reviewed after completion of my first interviews with
the nine bereaved participants. Personal information in the reports was not disclosed or used to contact people.
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https://www.facebook.com/NorthCarolinaFatalCarCrashGriefResearchStudy

would appear irsomenewsfeedsof North CarolinaresidentsWith the exception of one
interview, whichresulted thraghword-of-mouthcontact all of the interviewdor this study
originatedthroughFaceboolkstudy pageutreach

In addition toserving as a way timvite family members for interviews, the
Facebook study page createspace for expressions of grief and sparked conversations among
strangersOne of thebest exampleis what happened after | posted a picture of a roadsais
onAugust 23, 2020That dayamid the pandemid,drove to Rolling View State Recreation
Areain Durham County to take a stroll with my da&s | turned into the park,spottedawhite
crosson the roadsidd stopped on my way owf the parkandtook pictures of the cross
memory ofJennifer Ferrelat the intersection of Wake Forésighway and Baptist Road

| did not know at the time anything about Jennwenp was killed twentytwo
years prior on theame day happened upon the cross. When | got home, | shared the picture on
my Facebook study page aodntinued searching online tearn more aboutventy-six-yearold
Jennifer, whoaccording to newspaper repontgskilled whenthedriver of a Jeepurned in
front of heras she rode hétarley-Davidsonon August 23, 1998 he driverof the Jeepvas
chargedwith misdemeanor death logotorvehiclein connection with herdeath.e nni f er 6 s
obituary on Augst25,1998r ead i n part, AShe was a native o
her life. She was employed with CCB as a loan officer and collections aperdtt8nded the

Shady Grove Frewi | | Bapt¥#¥st Church. o

349 9%l U UrheGHéraldSwn, August 25, 1998, sec. Obituaries.
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After | posted the picturef herroadside memoriadn my Facebookstudy page
family andcommunity membershared memoriesf Jennifer sympathetic notes and emopsd
recollections of the crasl few people also shared pictures of roadside memorials for their
family membersSomeone who didnét know Jennifer wrote
memorial marker and | often wondered what happened.....God Restchadl e non ibroteer 6 s

. North Carolina Fatal Car Crash Grief Research Study shared ’ nyes terda y We

August 23, 2020 - Q@
Hello all, | hope you are well during these times. Today, | took a drive out to Rolling that happened and the day my heart

View State Recreation Area in #durhamnc to take a moment of reflection during the

pandemic and spotted this roadside memorial to Jennifer Ferrell at the intersection

of Wake Forest Highway and Baptist Road. | don’t know Jennifer or the story of what s ki ps My Sd)'%l(ﬁpitO.U D
tragically occurred in this spot but stopped to capture the cross and will research the

circumstances surrounding this memorial.

Have you erected a roadside memorial for your loved one in North Carolina? If so, encounter Wlth the roadSide
please post a photo of it here in remembrance if you would like.
RIP, Jennifer. i, - Leanora Minai memorlal anckgontaneous

Faceboolpostof the pictureof the
crossled toa rippleeffect of
connections after many years and
generated tributes tienniferfor
family and friends who still grieve
the loss

I had originally

hoped tckeep my Facebook

Figure 5: My post on the Facebook study page
about the roadside memorial for Jennifer Ferrell. Photo outreachgoing tointerview at least
by Leanora Minai.

fifteen bereaved people fthis
study, but the outbreak dhenovel coronavirus in the United States forced a sharp change of

course in March 202@ue to quarantind,had tocancel several schedulederviewsin March
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https://www.facebook.com/NorthCarolinaFatalCarCrashGriefResearchStudy/posts/341749003871995
https://www.facebook.com/NorthCarolinaFatalCarCrashGriefResearchStudy/posts/341749003871995

because | could not meet wipleoplein-person With theuncertainties around the pandepaind

theneed to completeesearchntimet o r ecei v e myldiscensnuesbut@achfodre gr e e
additionalinterviews BetweenJanuary and February 2Q2@onducédnine inperson

interviewswith bereaved family membetisatfollowed a set of serstructured openrended

guestions® Discussiondasted in duration from one to three and a half hduree took placen

graduate dwool offices andthe rest were conductedlnereaved a mi | y imenmsimer 0 s
Asheboro, Enfield, Canton, Laurinburg, Monroe, and Charlédeoart of the consent process

for researcheach family membeinterviewedfor Chapter Thre@rovidedpermissiorfor me to
includetheir names anghotographs itthis work.

Thedeathsof he f a mi |Ilgvedromesdeiereds érashebetween 1994
and 2019n North CarolinaThe ags of the deceased rangjom five to fifty-oneyears old
and theyweremostly offspring, followed by a mother, husband and fathepaired driving was
a contributing factor i majorityof the vehiclecrashes.

Each interview waaudiorecordedvith permissionand professionally
transcribed by Rev.com, a Dukkniversty-vetted serviceEach bereavethmily member
receivedby trackedJ.S. Postal Servicaprinted copy of thaudiotranscript to reviewA
follow-up conversation was conducted with each participangart of an opportunity clarify
or elaborate on the transcript.

To express my appreciatiomeach familymembey | provided a memorial

contributionthat related to their lost loved one: api for a memorial garden;Rxecious

35 Lauren J. Breen, an associate professor at Curtin Universityin Australia, was kind enough to share an article that

she coauthored in 2011 for the Journal of Family Therapgn grief experiences of Australia residents after a traffic

EUEUT w371 wWEUUDEOTI Ow? EODPOAWEOEWUOEDEOwWO]I UPOUOUwWET U1 UwET Ul EY
included an interview guide that helped me craft and arrange open -ended interview questions for my research.
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Momentsheartshaped garden stone; asrdallmonetary donations tdabitat for Humanity;
Mothers Against Drunk Driving; the Jane Goodall Institute; White Oak Head SaRatty
Bennett Memorial Scholarship Truthe Silas Wayne Luther GoFundMe fundraisardthe
Wounded Warrior Project

Since | had amallsetof interviews | opted to analyze the qualitative data
through notetaking on paper anse of arExcel spreadsheet. After | received the transcript of
eachinterview, | listened to the entire audiecording, makindgranscriptcorrectionshefore
sending the transcript to my participants. As | listened to thedimgp | took a detailedet of
handwritten notes. Later, | read each transcript in full ag@ikihg more notes anghtering
gualitative data and direct quotes from transcriptsamntBxcel spreadsheet, whererganizd
e ac h prememloran@ebjects practicesand otler elementsThe spreadsheet helped me
sort andocus themes and areas for discuss&mo@hapter Three

In addition tooriginal qualitative data collectetiring inperson interviews, |
relied on archival collections #braries, includinghe University 6 North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, East Carolina University, Duke University Libraries, and the State Archives of North
Carolina.Within printedanddigital materials | was able t@ource photographs andbble
together narratives about thdroductionanddevastatingffectsof themotor carin society

Finally, newspaperplayed a large role in my warkn journalism circles, |
remember hearinppwn e ws paper s provide a Thémledldcalr ough dr
journalismwas confimed for me while | worked on this project. With people no longer alive to
describecrashesn the early twentieth century dove into newspaper microfilm and online

newspaper databaseghere Irecoveedimportantdetailsof deadlycrastes
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Chapter One: Motor s for the Masses

At theend ofthenineteenth centuryexcitemenbverthehorseless vehicle
intensifiedasnewspagesacross the bited State$eatuedaccountsof the dawn ofa new
technology themotordrawn carriage. Some observeemarked how aendto the horsedrawn
vehiclewouldimprovethe condition otity pavement, reduce noisandenhancehe cleanliness
of streetstfi C a r rfor Allg | the Atchison Globén 1897 reportedon theemerging market
for this new mode of transpostith astorythatbegan A Hor sel ess carri ages
hope now held out to those who would ridmotor vehicles for the masses and every man his
own mot®r man. O

Inventor Thomas A. Edisgnvho was friends with Henry Fordyoted thafi o v e r
2,000m e ninthe United Statewere experimenting with motors foprselesyehicles® Edison
toowasbusyon his owni aversionofarfie | e ct r i ca$800 to $400ehidlethata
Acountry do cahautomobilgiatcduld gotwshee to fourteen miles per hour and
travel 150 miles on a char@@While a number otompanies formeth the United Stateat the
end of the nineteenth centuxy manufacture motorehicles brothers and bicycle builders
Charles E. and J. Frank Duryea are credited with building theéssiline cam thecountryin

1893+ Edison, intervieweth 1897, predicted that the horse wolidisappeaalmost entirely so

%2 OUUIT Ol UUMilsduke® BallylSeh@reldune 27, 1899, Nieteenth Century U.S. Newspapers,
http://link.gale.com/apps/doc/GT3003490740/NCNP?u=duke_perkins&sid=zotero&xid=23d07d0d.
-1 pw8 OUOwW) OUUOBE O O ukichigarlGlobdibyi 27] 180 7ONInateadt® Century U.S. Newspapers,
http://link .gale.com/apps/doc/GT3012426226/NCNP?u=duke_perkins&sid=zotero&xid=736bab00.
38 |bid.
PPS$EPUOOW3T OOUWEEOU U wwWeekly Rocky MountdincNOWBAEE 1899 (Ninateenth Century U.S.
Newspapers, http://link.gale.com/apps/doc/GT3017235323/NCNP?u=duke_perkins&sid=zotero&xid=0b3f2d40.
40 James J. Fhik, The Automobile AgeFirst (The MIT Press, 1990), 13.
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far as his use for streetr a v e | i s concerned. é 1t i s a revol

very early day. o

A North CarolinaBuggy Manufacturero6s I nvention

In North Carolinaa buggymanufacturewashoton theinventiontrail, building
what was believed to libe firstautomobilein the stateln 1899 New Bernresidentand buggy
makerGilbert S. Wateryisited Baltimore, Maryland, where he spotted a stpameredvehicle
When he returnetb New Bern he got to worlon building a fbuggym o b i fdr leiroself,
finishingit by the end oftheyeaii | t was the only such machine i
in the stateand | presume it was the only one of its kind in America at that titne Whtere r s
proclaimedz Meanwhilein 1899, North Carolinians kepp withthe advancesf autemaking
inEurope A Our consul at Pari s says owseirhFrahch,e way
the horse must godhe Weekly Stateclared taVilmingtonreaders in 1899But judging from
popular performances over there the ass can continue operatidfi'en Waters completed his
prototypein New Bern streets were cleared becouldshow offhismarvel A He may get i

started but he wil | neexclaimedst op i t!o friends

42 OUUIT Ol UU wivalkeebdiy Sertiir@pkMay 20, 1897, Nineteenth Century U.S. Newspapers,
http://link.gale.com/apps/doc/GT3003410952/NCNP?u=duke_perkins&sid=zotero&xid=e37d3abc.
42 Gilbert S. Waters Scrapbook. Private Collections, State Archives of North Carolina,
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/digital/collection/p16062coll28/id/3764/rec/1. Unless otherwise noted, quotes from Waters
EOQEWEUI wEUEPOwWI UOOWEwW@UI UOPOOOEDPUT wil wEOOxO1 Ul EwbOwx Ul xEUEUD
City in the late 1930s.
22371 w$sRx1 EOUI E w' TReONeekly StaHeliddary 007 1899, https://newspaperarchive.com/wilmington -
weekly -star-feb-10-1899p-2/.
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Yet, skepticzlimbed into the contraption foides, screamgi b | enoudryd e r 0
as the motor buggy mademsundsi They hel d tightly on the seat:
| ooked s c aWataslaterdesalitedOn at |east twseparat@ccasionsWaters ad
his passenger were thrown over the front of the moving madbumthey miraculously survived

T onceafter the vehicle hit a loose brick in the rpaddagainwhen the wheels struck a ditch.

amusing o0¢@
Waters reg
one wa% h

After
constructinghefirst

model in 1899,

Wat er s ftidavag
the machine and, in
1903,hebuilt a

second

Figure 6: Gilbert Waters on the "buggymobile" he invented in
i'buggy ntbeb i New Bern, North Carolina. Source:Gilbert S. Waters Scrapbook, State
Archives of North Carolina.

onehe drove for
more thar85 yearsDespitethefascinatiorwith his invention Watersdid not get supportfrom

his father or banker® convertG.H. Waters Buggy and Carriag@ctoryinto an automobile

44 Gilbert S. Waters Scrapbook. Private Collections, State Archives of North Carolina,
https://digital.ncd cr.gov/digital/collection/p16062coll28/id/3764/rec/1.
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plantin the early 19006 Hor ses and buggies wil|l al ways be
will never be practical, and they would be too expensive and dangehewgas told Instead
of Gilbert S. Waters of New Bern, Nor@arolina,earninga fortuneand lasting notorietfrom
his motorbuggymachine Henry Fordintroducedhe famous Model T in 1908narking the
dawnof themotor agewhen aitomobiles transformed cities and revolutionized traBgl1923,
FordMotor Companywasproducingnearly halfof the4.1 million Americanpassengetarsand
motortrucksin theUnited Statesnd Canadé
Yet, theNorth Carolineof the early 19008 where cities were lesgensely
populatedandtobacco and textilenanufacturing flourished was slowto embracehe
automobile In Entering the Auto Age: The Early Automobile in North Carqli#00 1930,
historian Robert E. Ireland pointed out that cars bought betweenab@1®10in the state
Atckeend t o be the playt hi ng%Among the finsautomebdidtstinhy , ur &
North Carolina was George Washington Vanderbilt, owner of the Biltmore mansion near
Asheville Hefell in love with cars while visiting Europevhere hdraveled ly car, takingn
sightsalong the coast in Spain andliondon England, Scotlan@&ndWales In Paris,
Vanderbilt boughtvhat might have been his firsar, perhaps@ Pan h ar d jethembst vas s or

popular maker of automobiles in France in the early 0 & Ehe\Wanderbilts were not the only

45 |bid.

#Blanke," 1 OOwWOOwW6ET 11 OUo w3711 w/ UOODUI wEDEWS4 DOOWOl WU @l UDEER Ow? EUED
EUUOUEEUWOl wOTl 1 waOPUOI Ew2UEUT Ub whuNI + O?2 w31 1 waOPUT Ew20ECI Uw"1 OU

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1927/compendia/statab/49ed.html.

47Robert E. Ireland, Entering the Auto Age: The Early Automobile North Carolina, 19001930(Raleigh, NC: Division of

Archives and History, North Carolina Dept. of Cultural Resources, 1990) ,33( Ul OEOEz UWEOOOwWx UOYDPET Ewl 1

for research.

#9&1 OUT 1 w5 EQEI UEPOUWEOGE W' DUw UUOOOEDOI UO» w! POUOOUIT Ow#1 ET OEI U1

vanderbilt -and-his-automobiles/.
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earlyautoenthusiastsThere were 3,220 motor vehicle registrationdlorth Carolinan 191Q
but that etewih tlienedrty 63000rmpNew Yorkwheresomepeople owned five to
ten car 8. nift e dndbterieglthe Aulo Agethdilove of speed was one reason for
the wealthy to own a competitive stable of automobiles in the early.g83r4915, the year
afterVanderbiltdied, his wife Edith ownefive automobileg?

While the motor buggy by Gerald S. Waters of New Bern, North Carolina, did not
make it to the garages of the rich, Watefsan impression on peopler decads. In February
1940,hereceived a handritten letteralong with a newspaper clippifigpm amanin Dearborn,
Michigan, home of Ford Motor Compariye told Watersof workingat For ddés &tgi gant
the River Roug®, a n d s$choalboy heleaddeeamedf fipowering a buggy with an
e n g i At e tineof hiswriting, the manwanted Waters to knothata markestill existed for
the kind of vehicle Waters invented four decades ptigven with3.6 million factory sales of
passenger vehicles in the countnil94Q the marwantedwWatersto knowpeopleneededah more
affordablecarand that he would work with Waters any suchventutédi Ther e i s sti | |
alowpricedst ur dy vehicl e s uc lwrotea ®Watecsiihetheaspaperi n mi nd,
clipping withthe mai® s  Irepdrtédyaamefrom the February 6, 1940, edition ®he Detroit
News and the headline reaBuggmobile[sic] of 1903 RunsHer eds St ory of Man
Have Been Ford The articlewasaboutWaters who, decades latestill drovehis 1903model

throuhNew Bern, wusing the vehiclebs steering sti

49 James J. Flink America Adopts the Automobile, 189910(The MIT Press, 1970) 75;Ireland, Entering the Auto Age35

50 Letter to Gilbert Waters, Feb. 7, 1940Gilbert S. Waters Scrapbook Private Collections, State Archives of North

"EUOOPOES wW3T 1T WEUDT OUzVUwx1 OOEOUI Dx wOEOT UwPUwWEDPI I PEUOUWUOOWEDUE
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gorged with bigger and better cars, slicker ones, with raylinders, big tires and streamlined
bodistes . 0

Allure Drives Call for Good Roads

National geriodicalsin the arly twentieth centurgapturedspecial featuresn
revolutionaryautomobile that were providingfe-changingexperiences and cging people to
newcornersOnereporinHa r p e r 0 highNybtexl &n lexcitingelement ora 1906car
mode| describingidevices economizing on space and weight, one of them, for instance, using its
dashboard for a st or agHheartcdealkofebtwradnewsxabouha gas ol e
touring carthatwasretrofittedasa fi s | -eaefgr anringalich avehiclethatserved asn
openair ambulancdor patients who needed fresh air the streets of New York i The car i s
arranged that a nurse may ride with the patietgscribedda r p e r 6 ,s anfienaugidoy
set on the front partition plays thegést popular airs from opera and conted 1521 . 0

Other earlymotoring literatureexpressd deeper reflectionfa he aut omobi | e
function asavehicleforper sonal autonomy and freedom from
for exploration and adventure. One such essaie from C. H. Claudy, whauthoredhe poetic
AMI dni ght NMNounto Life m dmeridinol®07.1n thefirst-person account of diing
an open car on an October night, guided by I
he promisedhe reader that all theyould need for agyoodnight drivewasthe car, people,

firewood and a mealClaudy urgedfé ehve behind all thought daily life, and live, instead,

, EOQOwei Ow, PTT Ow' EYT w! T 1 OwWwwOUES »
22 1 QUaw) Eaw" EUI Ow? 3CarOu 1ERIKIT u | Danibihy 11 @D 1996) U
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the | ife of the moment, the | if &Hisreviewmbsol ut e

featuredeightphotographslepictingan automobilearrying passengers oveark remote roads

and a roadsideampfireamiddescriptions that transported reagler the weg, tiny hours of the

morning, between one and thrée,
when the moon shines bright, when the road is deserted, when all the houses are
dead and all the people are asleep, when the cattle and the horsedsmektheir
prowling, when there is never a noise or a motion or a light to break the illusion
that you and you alone are the sole inhabitant of a lonely world. Then, if the road
is good and your time is long, you let the machine go, and the blood iegos |
and exults and you fairly writhe in your seat with the joy and splendor ofit all.
Therapidrisein thenumber ofpassenger cabrought a strongesire for roads

andin North Carolinagarly road construction was concentrated around arigfashe largest

populatiorsin the stateTheb e gi nni ngs of t he infiNgrih Catolinecansbd s 0 mo v

traced to Georg&/ashingtoriVanderbiltinBuncombe County. Vanderbil té

2" §' dw" OEUEaOw?, b Eaty Lifd imAnielicdQr®didei 1607,1683.
54 Claudy, 708.
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spanned 130,000 acrieswestern North Carolinand he built roads of macadanayers of

crushed stonmoldedby use and timé to get around the property whtre estatevas done in
1895%5Seei ng Vander bi |nedamplegoffinewraaddtee Geod Raadst s as a
Association of Asheville and Buncombe County raised $5,000 to constructraile®ad from

Asheville totheBiltmoreestate f Ashevi l l e citizens wer e, t o

bringing the country to Asheville as of openi

explained scholar Cecil Kenneth BrownTihe State Highway System of North Car

v W 7S i

aliwhich

j "

provides a history of roads ir |8
the states

Road builders
from across the state visited
Biltmore toseehow the
roads came to be ofi S
impressed with the smooth
ride and long wear of the

Biltmore roads were local

Figure 7: The river road, Bi ltmore [i.e. Asheville ], North
Carolina, ca. 1902.Source:Detroit Publishing Company,

County that they organized Library of Congress.

residents of Buncombe

S5 |reland, 64.
56 Cecil Kenneth Brown, The State Highway System of North Carolifde University of North Carolina Social Study
Series (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1931), 34.
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North Carolinads first Good Roads OkWelasdoci ati on
explained inEntering the Auto Age
During theearly years of motoring, periodicatsocarriedaccounts ofiriving
experiences on the best and worst raaasss the countrp make a case fdretterroads. A
Har per 0 articie 821 yi New Roads olield uphath Casolmados o ut h
Agi ving | es s on sinthexonstraction of gdod roadgMecklenburgdCounty
roads under constructiofor a number of yeaysveret he fAbest to be fsound i
The article continuediy The roads of this county have becom
many other States have come here to inspect.&iEnere werel 53,530 miles of surfacedral
roadsin the United States ih904 butlessthanone percenodf thosewere in North Carolinavith
few counties connected by thefA limited number ofoadimprovements would comaterin
1916 with passage of the Federal Aid Road, pobvidingNorth Carolinawith $114,381for its
first appropriation Thefigure doubled the following year, batterWorld War | broke out, road

construction withereé.

Promotional ToursBring Death

Communities, motoring enthusiasts and auto manufactuseis$ crossountry

automobile tours organized by the American Automobile Associatitwbby for betterroads

57 reland, 64.

8923711 w-1 PwlOEEUWOI uBIU A{ Tul 7, Ukugizit@ (18P D08

9937 Thuwd OEEUWOT wOT 1T w-1 Pw20OU0T O2 whuyt Yy 8
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January 29, 2021, 376.

61 Brown, The State Highway System of North CaroliiGd..
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sigrs to guide drivers and faautoregulationsThesecontestserved agationalpromotional
events, moving billboarddvertisementfor use ofAmericanautomobils and evidence for
justifying better roadsThe tourshecamdong distanceiutomobile reliability contests known as
the Glidden Tourdetween 1905 and 1913 and wasesned aftemillionaire businessmaand
autobuff Charles Glidderi2 The press covered theurs, and in 1907yriter M. Worth Colwell
of Outing Magazindlastedtheroad conditions in the fourth annual contest in his-pestson
account of the event. Hede inacar & it traversedhe entire 1,570nile journey over sand and
clay, and flat and mountainous terrain, from Cleveland and Chicago to New Y onlotétein
his piece tittedi Th e Wor st R goa dshhaihirty-siX of theeighty@ne carghat
startedthecourseadei t t o t he end, cr ossi ineppotHédescribedni s h |
roads in Ohio townasii 0 ¢ e a n s thatrequimdhaor®sto extractstuck vehicles i The car s
floundered around in it like so many mired p@Solwell described?
With adeadlineto make it to destinatiorenda trophywaiting, cars wreckedn
the route and onecrashresuledin thedeathof at least one ma®rganizers blamethe wrecks
onpoorroad conditiong@ndatime limit, not the driversColdwell wrote thathe crashes would
not have happened i f the r oaweswedtherdconditons. been ¢
TheendofCo | we | | for©OutingeMagazinencluded abrief reference to aftermath tie

fatal wreckthat begedfor more ink In the last aragraptof the article Colwell notedthat

62 Flink, The Automobile Age32.
8, w6 OUUT w" OO0PT OOOwW?3T 1T we OUUUwWw1OEEVUwWDOwW Ol UPEEOW#PUEOYI Ul EWE:
November 1907, http://search.proquest.com/docview/137400409/abstract/FO8690EDCA804958PQ/1.
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fitouriss talked in a nearly serious wayrafsinga fund for the widows anchildren of the non

survivors of the last Glidden tour, bothers have suggested that it would be a greater charity

raise a fund for rebuilding the fifte*en hundr
Four years latethe Glidden automobile tour of 19phssedhrough North

Caroling bringing runabouts and tong cars by Cadillac, For@Qldsmobile and PierceArrow

throughthe state, including Charlott€he contest featured severggven cars on a 1,454ile

course from New York City

to Floridas® The editor of

the Charlotte Chronicle

Col. Wade Hampton

Harris, coul

national exposureassuring

North Caroliniansfthe

ad

Figure 8: A crowd surround s cars in High Point, North
Carolina, during the 1911 Glidden Tour. Source:National
Automotive History Collection, Detroit Public Library.

Glidden tour will do more

24,379
to inspire the good roads

movement than any event
in the recent pasEven the
farmers will be on the lookout for the automobiles and some of them have picked the rocks from

theroad The Glidden tour is a good roé&kha advert.

64 Colwell.

5211 UUOUUWOT wlT $cierifid Ariekdardm, i) PDWIOL1 u4a227, www.jstor.org/stable/26009662.

66 \Winston-Salem JournalOctober 18, 1911,
http://newscomwc.newspapers.com/image/96119472/?terms=glidden%2Btour&pqsid=1SZdHUOfz9d2L0cmdXfSaA%
3A1808000%3A7836478.
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nearly daily account about the roukéotor Agegave theoads of the Tar Heel state mostly
positivereviews noti ng fANorth Car ol i naenolysomgosen df, pass
yellow clay, with a little red here and there, and the Glidden cars, detightful weather
conditions forthe first time during the run, made the schedule tad#yut much trouble®®

But tragedy struck after theavanof carsleft North Carolina. On October 25,
19117 the day before the contest was sdirish i the official pace cacarryingSamuel M.
Butler, chairman of théAmerican Automobile Associatiocontesttommitteg wrecked in
Georgiakilling Butler.
Passenger P.J. Walker, owne'\
of the 1911 Cunningham
touring cawith a$3,500price
tag and his wife, were injured

Thedriver survived claiming

thesteering geaon thecar

malfunctiored, butwitnesses C oY, 77&

Figure 9: Along a railroad, men and women look at the
overturned car that crashed during the 1911 Glidden Tour,
carcareened intaditch, killing Samuel M. Butler. Source:National Automotive
History Collection, Detroit Public Library.

saidhewas peeding wherhe

landingon Butlerandcrushing
him.i Mor e t han once ,®mnanksleadldednenade about thesfastpace setdy
the of f iThe New ok Timease port ed. Afé More than once t

that it swer ved Awadewipdints dretle hoatélrs. &Valkerefy thedpacecar

72#1 EOT w" EVOU0wW2 1 EE O vatdr BgesObrdbér B4, B11310 0 U 02 w
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Afbecause she thought @Aphotograph of the @ashesceneshodsoner e s
of theGlidden Tourcontestants, RoberMarks,the only female driver in the contebglding
the hand of an unidentified mavhose shoulderappear to beraped in a blanket.

Some contestants suggested stoppingteat butafter atwo-hourdelay, the
Glidden Tour continuedo Valdosta Georgia Tourists who gathereoh the nextstretchto see
theprocession of carnsass
throughtownsd i d n 6 t
fiThe tour has been spoiled b
a most tragic accident, news
of which at this time has beer
published throughout the
country,The r ep

Horseless Ag its dayby-

C 2k 777
Figure 10: Roberta Marks, center, holds the hand of a
contesion November 1, man after the crash that killed Samuel M. Butler during the
1911 Glidden Tour. Source:National Automotive History
1911 The subj ec Collection, Detroit Public Library.

day account of the Glidden

saddeningtodev| | UBwtnl. &r vasplated ahw freight train that stoppadtracks

alongthe crastsite, and he wasarriedto Tifton, Georgiaabout three miles awa resident of

New York,Butler servedas secretary of the American AutomolAssociationandoversaw the

8928, Bw! 43+$1wr (++$#w. - w&+ ( # # $GearSendslAGroulht@)Diteh@nd EDEupanisiAle U D O 1

317 UOP OwTh&/Nkd YarkiTimectober 26, 1911.

699 1 l@rta Marks and Motorists Gathered near Scene of Accident Involving Cunningham Automobile, 1911 Glidden

3O0UUwWh w#/ +w# , 202 WEEET UUI Ew, EVUET wt OQwl YI huOw

https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A192218.
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first ever automobile show in Madison Square Garden in New.Yt®kad awife and two
children.A threeline death notice iTheNewYork Timesioted a private funerébr Butler but

by

did notprovide amanner ofdeath only offering thathediedi s udd&nl y . o
TheGlidden Tourdhad endedby the timeautomobile productiomndownership
startedsoaing in the United State®y 192Q theannualproduction ofpassengetars andnotor

truckshadjumped to2.2 million from 4,000vehiclesin 190972 And more people owned cars,

too. Within two decadedptal motor vehicle registratiorggew from
8,000 at the start of the twentieth century to 9.2 million in I92@h
140,860registrationsn North CarolinaAlong with car ownership
camea call for the construction of more, and better, roads and
highwaysin North Carolinaii €t he aut omobi |l e
purpose of road buildingd o b GeeilBnovendn The State

Highway System of North Caroliria ntensepolitical workand

Figure 11:
lobbyingfor state highwayby the N.C. Good Roads Association an  ggmuel M. Butler.

Source:The Horseless

its 5,500 membersventuallyled to the passage of the state Highwa Age, 1911.

Act of 1921 With 135 miles of haréurface roads built or under
contract inNorth Carolinathestate Highway Act of 192authorized a gasoline tax a0

million in bonds to help pay faroncrete or asphaltroadsi Thi s bol d step

whol e

cat ap

712171 U000 0wWOT wiOT;PwE&OPHERLAwWSDWOE++$#w. - w&+( ##%- w3. 410w! Ul EOQwb O

Into Ditch and Occupants Are TT U O b O ur #IAI6ENé Kew ork TimeOctober 26, 1911.

242w" 1 OUUUVUwW! UUT EVUOwW?20EUPUUPEEOwW EUUUEEUWO! wUOT 1T wadpUI Ew20EUT |

December 5, 2019https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1930/compendia/statab/52ed.html, 385 , 387
73 Brown, The State Highway Sysm of North Carolina53.
74 Figures cited in Walter R. Turner, Paving Tobacco Road: A Century of Progress by the North Carolina Department of
Transportation(Raleigh, N.C.: North Carolina Dept. of Cultural Resources, Office of Archives and History; Spencer,
N.C.: North Carolina Transportation Museum Foundation, c2003., 2003), 12-13.
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Carolina into national leadership in the financing of highw@giserved historian Walter R.
Turner inhis book,Paving Tobacco Road

At the same timanillions of dollarsflowed into North Carolina from the federal
government. By 1926, the state had received $128 million to build roads, aridondthsedoad
construction, motor vehicle registrationsNorth Carolinasurgedo nearly half a million by
19307 Ireland, author oEntering the Auto Aggointed outhatfino other area of state funding
compared to the magnitude of highway spending: the state of North Carolina was investing more
tax funds in its roads than it had allocateddducation, health, welfare, and public safety
c o mb i "hAdodg.with the rise ohighwaysandmotor vehicle came théoss oflives, a
devastating consequende.Hell on Wheelsauthor and historiaDavid Blanke assert#hat
fimore reliable, modern roa@betted the rapid growth of automobility and added further

opportuniti®s for disaster. o

S Turner, 13.
6 Ireland, Entering the Auto Age73.
7 |reland, 74.
78 Blanke, Hell on Wheels133
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Chapter Two: A Deadly Love Affair

On a Friday afternoon in November 1909, Edward Gaskill Flanagan and three
friendstook a country drivén Flanagad s o p e n t o u.rFlamaganadbank exeowativei | e
andgeneral manager of the John Flanagan BuggyrO8reenville steered his early met
automobileonanewsandclay roadthato f f er ed fAan excelbiOathe tr ack f
returnhometo Greenvilleabout one mile outside @hetown inPitt County, North Carolina
Flanagartriedto pass lumber wagsias he traveleédbout 60 mphbutlost control ofhis carand
crastedinto an oaktree alongtheroadi The t e r r [sif] with theteatprsed the
machine over and it was a c¢omplTeédaDailyReflecork bei n
described in its fronpage stornthe following day Flanagarwaswedged under the vehichait
survived Left rear seat @ssenger andade senator James L. Fleminfprty-two, wasthrown
abouttwentyfeetand struck his heaah the roagbreaking his necknd killing him Passenger
and lawyemHarry Skinner Jr.thetwenty-sevenyearold son ofUnited States District Attorney
Harry Skinneysuffered a fractured skulHe sat up and talked about the criasimediately after
the collisionbut fell unconscious andas placed on Borfolk & Southerntrainin Greenville
He died before reachintipe hospitalin Wilson. Passenger and lawyer Stepl@nWooten
survived the crashut died the following yeaDespite the speed of the vehiclde Daily

Reflectorblamed the crash on a ridge in the side of the #oad.

7961 PUOIT E w3 O w# The DailyRefeaioMNbedi@r6u1909 Librarians at East Carolina University sent me
scars of The Daily Reflectofront pages during coronavirus quarantine .
80 A composite of injuries and circumstances surrounding the crash was created from The Daily Reflectgr Uw- OY1 OET Uw
6, 1909 account, as well as coverage on November 6, 1909, in tH@oldsboro Daily Argusand The WilmingtonMorning
Star, and the Carolina Watchmarand New Berne Weekly Journah November 9, 1909.
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Whennews of thevreckreachedGreenville residents responded the sene
joining witnessesvho hadgatheredo help Theylift edthe vehicle off Flanagarand adoctor
who happened to ken the road treatd Wooten, who was choking on hasvn blood. At
F 1 e miQuegproAndiomein Greenville his wife Loula, andtheir three younghildrenwere
expectinghim for supper buttheir gleefulanticipation turned tbeartbreak as thayaited forhis
body.In towns
across North
Carolina, people
|l earned
of the most fatal
automobile
accidents which

has occurred in

t hi s #8Jhea

Figure 12: The wreck that killed James L. Fleming and Harry
deaths of Skinner Jr. in 1909. Source:Frank M. Wooten Jr. Papers (#126), East
Carolina Manuscript Collection, East Carolina University.

Fleming and

812 %EUE Ow U 0 ONew HefhdWekekly Oddmalovember 9, 1909,
http://newscomwec.newspapers.com/image/61428778/?terms=James%2BL.%2BFleming&pgsid=xU9%eXYHnivK
Si3GBKTNTA%3A1014000%3A683295102.
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WHRLED TO
DEATH IN AUTO

Dashes ilgainst Tree ‘at
High Speed

,CASTS GLOOM OVER CITY
Ex-Senator Fleming Instantly Killed,
Mr. Harry Skinner, Jr., Dies en Route
to Hospital, Messts. Flanagan
and Wooten Near Death

MANY SYMPATHETIC MESSAGES

Being Reccived From All' Parts of N.
.C. and Other States by Families of
the Killed and Injared—Funsrals
Will be Held Sunday,,

Figure 13 The Daily

Reflector on November 6, 1909,
announces the crash that killed

James L. Fleming and Harry

Skinner Jr. Source:Joyner Library,

of

ACI ty

the dead ircasketdhardly visible under floral arrangementsf t e r

East Carolina University.

Skinneron that November day Greenville were among
1,174 motor vehicléraffic fatalitiesin the country in 1909
when therateof deathper 100million annualvehicle miles

traveledwasroughly forty timeshigher compared to

todaye2

In the week folloving the crashTheDaily

Reflectorpublished near dailyexpressions of grieh

Greenville atobaccoand cottormanufacturingownon

the Tar RiverAnyone reading thpapersaw thathe

communitywasin mourning shfouded in gloom by the

deplorable acciderand everyheart was touched with

sorrowo® The funeras for James L. Fleming and Harry

Skinner Jr. took place adhe Sunday after the craahtheir

homeswhilec hur ches

n

t own

c |

osed

respect fudifter theliuserattehe Raly Redlattordescribed Greenville as the

o f estinhaing tHatethousands of peopi®m near and fapaid their respects for

Ffuneratin msdame,

a procession of two hundred members of fraternal organizations and nearby lodgebdely

to Cherry Hill Cemeteryn Greenvillefor anfi i mp r egsagesiddvasonicburial ceremony.

Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration, accessed November 22, 2019,

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2007/fi200.cfm.
#8261 DUOI Ew3 Ow#d&EUT w( Ow
823 b OwwU bl UE GhewdailyRefieEtgiNdeember 8, 1909.
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The newspaper observd#very head wabowed in sorroywand every heart felt the touch of

sadness at the loss of two such men, mingled with sympathy for those most sorely b#feaved
Onthepages oft least three edition$he Daily Reflectoprinted fullresolutions

of esteem and respdor Flemingand Skinneras well asa tributeby a reverendin thebehalf

of the colored citizens of Greenvill eo fo

of this new city...0?¢ Resolutions witten by fraternal organizatiorier Flemingreflectedupon

N Thd E
i AR, 5
~ ¥

the profoundmpactof his unexpected death,
describinghow news of the wreckiiarrivedlike

i ghtning fr om athrawingaar
iquiet, peaceful, hap -'i'{
andleavingin its wake avidow andthree
fatherless childrefy In its decreeof respect, the
Knights ofPythigs, afraternal organizationreated
to Aheal the cultural wounds caused by the Civil
Waror esol ved Athat we

devoted wife and little children of our departed

Figure 14: James L. Fleming's grave
in Cherry Hill Cemetery in Greenville,

with the assurance that we will be ever mindfulo ~ N-C. Source:www.findagrave.com.

brother and extend to them or deesgshpathy

%261 DPUOT Ew3Ow#PBBOwedd! UEOU W2 UOEEAS»

%23 UPEUDT wi UO O w TKe®EIYRelieatgrNoGemitzi 9019a0.

87211 UOOUUPD O OTnd DailydReflddtgiNGvEmber 10, 1909 Afternoon edition.
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their comfortandpleasurex»e Demand folinformationsurroundinghe fatal crashkvas so high
thatThe Daily Reflectoran out ofcopiesof its November 6, 1909 editionxia copies ofa
weekly editionwith theoriginal crashaccountvereprintedand avai | abl e at
office more than a weelater.s°

While The Daily Reflectosharedreactions
of lossfrom the communityat large messages of sympathy
poured in from across the state by telegram and letter
F1 e mi n g @da whonfareiedFlemingin Memorial
Baptist Church in Greenvillehen shavas twentyone
Over theirtenyearmarriage, theouplehad a son and two

daughtersandFleming who grew up on a farim

Greenvilleand studied law at the University of North

Figure 15: James L.
Fleming: Source:University

deputygrand chancellor for Knights of Pythias amb Archives, East Carolina
University.

Caroling enjoyed an active political lifsening as district

termsas the representative fBitt County inthe North
Carolina Senate

Dignitaries from across the statgred their condolences to aula Governor
William Walton Kitchinrelayedin a telegramfAm distressed beyond expressimnyesterdays

[sic] tragedywe deeply sympathize with you in your saifféiction [sic].0 Secretary ofState J.

8211 UOOUUPD O O UrnegDiaily RdfléttgriNozethBer 16, 1909, Afternoon edition. The quoted description of the

founding of Kn ights of Pythias is from East Carolina University Libraries :

https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/special/ead/findingaids/0437#overview

8922 Ux x 0awoil w/ Ex1 UU wemebiwreflddoPNoveitiebls, 11904) Afternoon edition, sec. Afternoon.
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Bryan Grimescabledfi Your [ si c] have our deiegpairablelos®sender e
And Judge James Smith Manning offerl@ddc cept my sincere# sympathy
bereavement. 0o

Letters toL oulafrom community membereevealeda tone ofdisbelief, a
internalstruggle oveacceptinghe suddemnd ofF | e milife.dnG $andwritten letter on
business stationery, friend and lawyer George W. Cownate from Wilson, North Caroling
AHe was i n my of fiiawdlfiomditthgrd td raatize thawlesdat reegedagam
recei ve hi s Anetaerftiend, ie mdurarcerage@arey J. Huntesenta typed
letteronthe morning he learneaf the crasHirom theNews & Observeri | f eel so anxi o
or say something your great distress, and yet naturally we are so powerless and have to submit
to the unspeakabl elogptoihane s Pitt Goantyytwroantadvotabdoru s . 0
women SalliéSouthallCottenbeganher handwritten lettefi No wor ds ,dearbulaf el | vy o
how grieved | am at t he awiOnthedayatérthercrashy whi c h
Sallieopened hepersonal linea-day diaryto documenthetragedyin 1909 Dréadful auto
accident in Greenville. Jim Fleming + Harry Skinner Jr. killead/o others seriously hué
Awf ul bey&®nd words. o0

Atthetimeo f F I e mi, Grgendllenchslautishingwith abooming
tobacco markeg railroadstation andsoonto-be built Uhited State$ost Office The opening of
theEast Carolina Teachd&$raining Schoolvaspart ofthe growth, theculmination of work by

Fleming who introducedhebill in the North Carolina General Assemltycreate the school

9| etters, in James L. Fleming Papers (#437), East Carolina Manuscript Collection, J. Y. Joyner Library, East Carolina

University, Greenville, North Carolina, USA; Diary, inthe Sallie Southall Cotten Papers #2613, Southern Historical
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and then fought tbave itbuilt in Greenville* When Fleming pushed for the school, he argued
thatteacher training schools for Black studestsstedin eastern North Carolinautthere were
none for whitepupils?2 Thelegislationfor the schoglendorsedy Fleming and passed in 1907,
called for the Atrai ni ngThe<hooyopanedylo@dhithane men a
administrative building, two residence halls, dining feaiid infirmary to support 250 students in
training to become public school teachers in North Cardtina.
Fleming did not live tseethe inauguratiomnd installatioro f t he school 6s
president During ceremonies delayed by raindattended by iindredsa week aftethe
automobile crash F | e absencg waseferredtoasit h e s a godrelsath sgeéch n g
Apai d a triluteta hig merang 0 The Evening Chronicleeported After the audience
stoodand ang AThe OI Skcrebary ofState J. Btyan tGemedelivered his remarks,
calling Pitt County a leader in education dalling the crowdhat he hoped Fleming would be
h o n o r eame kind of finonument to his memory placed in the sabt¥®Al dormitory built in
1922 was officially named after Fleming193Q and East Carolina Teachéfgaining School
eventually grew into t®odayodés East Carolina Un
Pieced ogether a lessortan be observedith thesudden deaths dames L.

Fleming andHarry SkinnerJr. Thelossdid not become the sobeirden of immediate loved ones

91Henry T King, Sketches of Pitt CountjRaleigh: Edwards & Broughton Printing Company, 1911), 204.

27) EOI Uw+ 6 w0l 0DOT 02 wE Etfs/tblettit ecordd@Naiidgahall@éofallanyek heming.
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February 6, 2021, https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/exhibits/ecucent/foundin g/pr59/.

94King, A Brief History of the County204.
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13, 1909.

%237 1 w( OEUT UUE Ohe"Ebstéin GdliéapNove@rend9, 1909, http:/digital.lib.ecu.edu/18069.
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but insteadtheywere accepted asshared griebelonging tahewhole community.Without
access taertain primary source materidl,js difficult to conclude with certainthow the
Greenvillec o mmu n i t y 6expessmnsf grief and memorializatiomore than one
hundred years agonay haveassistedhe peoplemostpersonallydevastated the immediate
families ofthe men However,one coulddeducehat, duringsuchaterrible experiencef

untimely loss, feeling wrapped in public expressiovizuld be sustaining

Public Expressionsof Grief

Overthe course cAweek n 1925,TheNews and Observgrublishednear daily
noticesaboutiSafety Weeko a campaign thawvould take place inhie city of Raleighbeginning
on May 24. The goal of threventmarked bt he sl ogan AThe Demon Car el
Mai ms 0 wa smotorovehjlecshestiNationalstatistics wergrim with the newspaper
declaing, fiin the last three yearaore persons have been killed in avoidable automobile
accidents than there were American soldiers killed on the battieditklance during the World
Wa ro.Thie hope was that@mmunityparadewith fire trucks asafetyspeech to th€arent
Teacher Assciations andVo ma I€laks two-minutenightly radio broadcastsbanneracross
Fayetteville Stredbearingthew e e kldgan andposterdottingthe citywitht he phr ase, AF
Fair in Traffici Awai t Y owauld dosamethinganything,to alterthealarmingtrendof
death Automobile fatalities in North Carolina hgwimped183 percenin five years to 376in

the year oR a | e iSafey 3eelcampaigrio

%" OO0x Ol Ul w/ OE OU wTh&Newakd Obdeydvidyi16, TOF w
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Aniepi demi ¢ of a wextemadeddrasdireerichimthezdrly t i e s 0
decade®f the twentieth centupyaccording tdhistoian David Blanke author ofHell on
Wheels®t He connectsarisein deathsstarting about 191 thesuccess of thEordassembly
linesthatmadevehiclesmoreaffordableandaccessible to theasses2 By the early 1920s,
more than half oéll registered
automobilesacross the globe
were Ford vehicleementing
t he Mo legady asliles
carthatiput t he w
w h e ewlittsniore tharfifteen
million produced and sold
before productiomf the

Model Tended in 1927 The

price of the Model Thilled as Figure 16: Ford assembly plant under construction in
Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1924. A Ford branch was
a vehicle that could handle established in the city 1914, but it moved to another area in
the city in 1916, then this plant was built. Source:From the
mostroad conditios and reach collections of The Henry Ford .

speedsip to 40 mphhaddropped tdb260by 1924from its 1908debut price 068504 And in

1925 é Mo dselr ofl | ed of f the | ine aWithdaFerdr at e of

101 Blanke, Hell on Wheels91

102 Blanke, Hell on Wheels51.

103937 1 w, OET O wpdinte ate€ssell Marah 18, 2021, https://www.corporate.ford.com/articles/history/the-

model-t.html.

104Blanke; 36;? - E U PR2§idetof Historic Places Inventory --- OODOEUDP OO wwnOUO? wepd4 OPUT Ew2U0EUT Uw
Interior, June 2, 1978), https://catalog.archives.gov/id/25338791.
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branch inCharlotte North Carolinaassemblingars and truckbom 1914 throughthe 1932
models and530dealershipselling varioussehiclebrandsacross the statéhe autonobileage
had taken holth North Carolina wher e a Afondness for the Mode
the nationand Tar Heel automobile dealers fortunate enoughbtain them had no difficulty in
selling them.oo

However, herapidadoption of the automobile resulted in disastrous
consequencas communities across the countfhe late 1910s into the 1920s were accentuated
by public safety campaigns t@duce thenumber of deathsand n largercities someevents
served apublicdisplaysor memoriat to the deagdwhichPeterD. Nortondocumentsn a
chapter irhis book Fighting Traffic The Dawn of the Motor Age in the American City
Nortonexamirestheclashamong pedestrians, motoristssi\dautomaker®vertheuse ofurban
streetsafter the introduction of motor cairsthe early twentieth centuride points outthat
publicizingt h e fi human s uafcéntaktiategyodlochl ergaaizers, manyf evhom
wereparentsvhose childrenvere struck and killed bypeedingautosin free-for-all streetghat
were not designed for cars and hadted or no traffic laws®fi Wh public participation, safety

drives became heated expressions of grief and anger, such as one would expect at the burial of

062 #Ow8OUwW' EYI wWEwW3 DO O0POT wOi wwndU E w, WEHADe"uEEEE RO EG) 1EQEED auwnt AL
https://askus.thehenryfo rd.org/faq/140528; Ireland, Entering the Auto Age58, 55 the research center at The Henry
Ford provided me with a"History of Charlotte Branch," a one-page document from 1941
107 peter D. Norton, Fighting Traffic(Cambridge, Massachusetts: Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2008), 34n
Ol 1 wET ExUl UOw?! OOOEOwW&UDPI | OWEOEwW O1T1 UO? w- OUUOOWOI I 1 UVUWEOWI RE
expressions inthe early twentieth century. While he focuseson pedestrians, his analysis was refreshing becausehe
goes beyond statistics to put ahuman face on numbers.
108 Norton, Fighting Traffic,36.
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the victims of a massagred0 No r

writes. fAfter all, to many city

people, dead pedestrians, and

especially dead children, weltee

i nnocent Vvi c®i ms
In Cleveland, Ohio,

for instancethousandsnarchedo a

public squaren 1919 inafi s a f e

f i rparadahat included dloat Figure 17: People, automobiles and a horse-
drawn carriage on a street in New York, 1916. Source:

thatcaried local resident.eonora Paul Strand, Library of Congress.

Bortz,who actecasn Godess | s1 c|] oOf

Safetyoto Her armswere stretchedver two childreras if shieldingthemfrom fithe menacing

f i gur e Anotherflaat férriedafety council convention membeaviio werecovered in

bandage$it o represent what happen®2to those who |
In additionto parads, monuments werdisplayedin memory of the deaduring

c hi |l dr e safety watlaifleworbrk Cityin 1922, Dr. Royal S. Copelandyew York City

Commissioner of Public Healthddressed a crowd afore than 206 mo-e g endothers, who

hadgatheredn a meadovat aplastermonumentfor child victims In his dedication of the

memori al, Copeland reported that Al ast year a

109 Norton, Fighting Traffic, 37
10937 QUUEOEU W, EVUET woblévalhdRlain DaéaleDckbbeEE 199% @ U1 E wb O Righthg Trali® z Uw
w237 QUUEOEUwW, EVET wbOw2EIT T 0aw/ EUEEIT 67
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the city, a greater mortality than resulted from measles, scarlet fever and whooping cough
c o mb i nMaythetgnemoryof these children cause us to devise methods to save their
companions and others who willessus in the days to con?3

In another illustration of public grief, St. Louis, Missoymit up a monument

during safety week in 1923 tnournthirty-two children
killed by automobilesnt h e streetdhad yeanr
Nearby,a prop in the form o large speedometer
showed theaumber ofvehicledeathsn the city During

thededicationceremony attended by several hundred

peopleamilitary blimp dropped safety literatufeom
EVERY  ACCIDENTS

e g the air funeral dirgs played and children placed
DRIVE i

wsoron Pyl

o ¥ flowers at thdoot of the monumerttearingthe

inscription  fémoryof child life sacrificed on the

dtarofhast e and reckl essness. 0

Photogragh by courtesy of the St. Loals ‘"Star**

A MEMORIAL AND A REMINDER The mayor Of the Clty.'enry Klel

This monument, whose inscriptions tell of the tragedies that caused !

its erection, was dedicated on one of the busiest of St. Louis’s street-
corners during the city’s recent “‘Safety Week."”

addressed citizepsnploringp, AiHooch and gasol
Figure 18 A monument

erected during Safety Week in mix. Many an accident is caused by the mental condition
memory of children killed by cars
in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1923. of the driver. Careful driving should begin evasfore

Source:The Literary Digest.
t he mac hi nw@Buitre exbibits anglessto 0
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stop the fAdrceciadid at afecénauan gdsidive chang®. The openingf

safety weelsawfour peoplekilled in car crashes St. Louis Still, theovert displays ave

voice to the bereaved. Aforton maintainsn Fighting Trafficit he f ear and anger

people, their accusations against motorists and their cars, and their public displays of grief for the

innocent victims constituted a threat to the futuréhe automobile inthee r i ca®n ci ty. 0
By 1927, the United States had recorded 25,800 total motor vehicle traffic deaths

duringthat year alongith pedestrians accounting for 42 percent of the deatktoll.

An UnbearableSorrow

OscarArthur Kirkman Jr, a lawyer from High PointNorth Carolinawas
traveling to Raleigh withis father, OscarArthur Kirkman Sr, and mothet.ulu, on a late
Sunday afternoon in July of 193Qirkman Jr.was behindhe wheel of thear, traveling about
45 miles per houwhen, reara small townn Nash Countyhetriedtopass@ bi g gasol i ne
truck.0 Around the same time, thuck driver pulled to the left to turn into a road ahestdhat
point, heHigh Point Enterpriseecounted i Mr . Ki r koarsshort tp the rigreid anh i s

effort to avoid a crash by passing around the rear of the truck but finding the truck to be of such

w2208 w+OUPUZ VW, OOUOI O0wUBA" T POEU]I Ow* POOI EwEaw" EVUUO-»
189 2 U5 w+OUPUz Uw, OOUOT 60 wl BuFighrefer Eunbed of taaBat ofeniBgotiSafty Wiedkis
from the St. Joseph NewRressarticle on November 20, 1923
119 Norton, Fighting Traffic,24.
Bureau, accessed October 11, 2020, https://www.census.goV/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_coloniat
1970.html.
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length that he could not pass Mr. Kirkman drove his automobile into a sign board at the side of
the highway. o
An ambulancéransported the Kirkman familp Carolina General Hospital in
Wilson. Kirkman Sr, general manager of the High Point, Thomasville and Denton Railroad,
suffered dracturedskull and dieda few daydater. His son and wifesurvived the wreck, but
Kirkman Jr . biteakdbwidsafteitheecrasremdiLsilusuddenly became a widgust
daysbeforetheir 32" wedding anniversaryShewould never be the samg.
Correspondence in the Kirkman Family Papers atthigersity of North
Carolina at Chapel Hibuggests the struggle the family fadedhe aftermath ofhe crashhat
occurredn a year whemn average of eightfyve peoplewere killed every day by motor
vehicles in the United StateBhef a mi experiesceffersaglimpseinto thefallout fromthe
popularity ofautomobils, as well as view into howdoctorsat the timehandleda bereaved
widow and her reaction ttheunexpected deatbf her husbandn the months following the
crash friends andcitizensexpressedheir sorrowin telegrams and letteos/er the death of
Kirkman Sr.After learningfrom a newspapeabout the crash, a friend wroteell wishesto the
elder Kirkmanbeforeknowinghehaddiedfrom the injuries fiwe al most take our
hand every time we go on the roadather that you had started for an outing somewhere, and
am sorry that you have to undergo all this suffering + sibdclriendo f Ki r klamaenedJ r . 6 s

therise d theautomoblie, declaringin a letter fin other ages men were taken off by the plague,

219 .8 dw*DUOOEOwW! EE OBQI' uw VAAE B ud WAWEOB) Hie WighPBin Erdefpuise)@y\28,U1 E 02 w
1930, https://catalog.lib.unc.edu/catalog/UNCbh2767342.
29, 8§ Sw*PDUOOCEOW! EECdw EEBE[( OwW OB ®0 OB EMR O u'NAWE-EGD O Ow( Vw6
+OEEOQwW# OEUOUUWE OE w1 | Thé&High PdinUEDt@rAriseduty 306 BEU OO 0» w
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now it is the automobile! What can
be done to make them safer! | am
so sorry for you and your dear
mother.lt is fortunate for her that
she has so strong a figure as you to

stand by heg?3

Within two months

ofhi s f deathKekmanslr.
had given uphis law practiceand
succeeddhis father as general
manager othe High Point,
Thomasville and Denton Railroad

which his father foundedHe

continuedserving as a leader @

Figure 19: Portrait of Oscar Kirkman Sr., left, his
wife Lul u Kirkman, and their son, Oscar Kirkman Jr. , at
their home in High Point, North Carolina.  Date
unknown. Source:J. Larkin Kirkman.

business fraternitiput cut backis
travel tothe chaptersand, ashe
only survivingchild, hededicated himself toaiing for his motherMrs. Lulu Kirkman

After the crashKirkman Jr. wrotdo well-wishers, thanking them for their
sympathy and inaletter toa fraternity brotheeblamed the crash anStandard Oil company

truck for Aturning to the |l eft in front of wus

123 Correspondence, in the Kirkman Family Papers #4832, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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otherletters Kirkman Jr.did not elaborat®n the wreckbut offered insight intdhe enotional
toll two months into mourninglescribing théossast he fAsadde st ,0evaardti nggf o u
A t h elittle that vée can say at suchime and since our load is heavy perhaps the least we say
the bex*ter éo0o
One can only imaginkirkman Jro s h e a vas thédriverdoktime car that
crashedkill ing his fatherand leaving his mother a widow church pastoreassuré Kirkman
Jr., writing to let himknow ot h e A b e a uthaiKirkman Siphadifodhempasonwho
would latermarryandbecome a state senator and state representative for North Caksliha

cheeringon the younger Kirkman, the pastoounseledim andset a high standashen he

advisedil need not for a moment attempt to remind
upon you by the unfortunate accideito u ar e aware €é and | have eve
ability to meet your task®» n a brave and comm

While hemourned his father, Kirkman Jr. witneskhisgrievingmo t her 6 s
declininghealthafter thecarwreck Sheweighed less than ninety poundeededhe care of a
nurse andhad spentwo monthsn bedwith wounds includinga dislocatedight jaw, broken rib
and internal injuriefrom the crashShe and her son made a point of leaving their home in High
Point for two week$or the first Christmasifterthecrasiii | t has been | onesome
cour se, and there i s nJoacknawedgedn algiterenMaant t hi s, 0O
1931 By earlyfall of 1931, he was exchanginigtters and telegranisom home in High Point or

on businesswhile his mothewas at The Washington Sarium and Hospitala medical facility

124 pjid.
125 |bid .
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run by the Seventday Adventist Churcin Takoma Parlontheoutskirts ofWashington, D.C.
In a letter fifteen months after tioeash KirkmanJrur ged her to Atry and ge
state of mind. Once you start you will gain quickly and keefsit
Meanwhile theWashington Sanitarium and Hospitakdical directorDr. D.H.
Kress kept Kirkman Jr. awaredfi s mo t h e rirdosming loimtlthi shehad gainedat
leastfourteen pounds since arrivigg Washington Sanitarium and Hospaal thathe
prognosis foreturninghome looked good if she g&ida few more pound§ he medical director
observed hat Mr s. Kirkman worried albftereda t he fApast .
prescriptionforhnerii f she coul d be encouraged to take a
to help somebody else, it would be of great help toéner.l mu s t thassheyis ntote i s
cheerful than she has been. She smiles more and has a better facial exgession.
Of courseMrs. KirkmanwasdevastatedSheforever lost thephysical presence
of theman she married at age twerttyo in Guilford Countythe partner who shared the
heartachavhen they lostheir four-monthold daughterMary Elizabeth Kirkmanto typhoid
fever. Anentrepreneur anidver ofanimals Kirkman Sr.tended tesmallfarms where hegrew
thefeedfor his horses and muleln an ironc turn of eventsfterK i r k ma deatlphis. 6 s
belovedGermanShepherdBuck, wasput down after ariverwho wasbacking out ofa garage

struckBuck, breakinghis back:2s

126 |pid.
127 Correspondence, in the Kirkman Family Papers #4832, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Information and quotes are from letters by D.H. Kress on Jan. 7, 1932, and Jan. 19,
1932, to Kirkman Jr.
128 Audio Recording, in the Kirkman Family Papers #4832, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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A eulogywritten by a lodge brothdor Kirkman Sr.describechis big heart
recallinghow during éheavy snow in High PoinKirkman Sr. hauledhis ownw o o d , Al oadi n
and unloading with his own hands, Afomagn voef war
genius in businesi humor, in philosophy Kirkman Sr.turned around broke railroad with
A bwlolg t eiml®B,iandyy d930, theyear he diedn the crashii Hi g h, TRomaswille
and Denton Railroad stands today a monument to the man, and one of the finest contributions to
commer ci al | i f e fotfavelerfKirksian Sronmaintainedis opvnrailroad car
on atrackspur in front of higropertyin High Point, and as owner afrailroad, he conneetl his
railcar at no charge to traitisat came througthe city. Hetraversedextensively by rajland his
wi f e alvlaysaptt | east oHe bag packed. 0o

By the spring of 1932, Mrs. Kirkmaappears to haveo longerbeenat
Washington Sanitarium and Hospital becau¥¢estern Uniorletterfrom her sorwas delivered
to their High Pointhome where sh@nce took pleasuiia designingthep r o p emelltkgodrs
formal gardens-romNew York Cityon April 14, 1932Kirkman Jr.cabled that hbadarrived
andtold his motheyi THI NK OF THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS AS MO
IN YOUR LIFE WE ALL LOVE YOU AND NEED YOU SO LOOK FORWARD NOT BACK
UP NOT DOWN OUT NOT | N A#®Byth&follomn@pringincl938,0N. 0

however, Mrs. Kirkmanvasadmitted torhe Tucker Sanatorium Richmond, Virginiawhere

1290, Arthur Kirkman, in the Kirkman Family Papers #4832, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Eulogy by the Elk Lodge of which Kirkman was a charter member.
BoWilliam S. J,PUPDET Ow? - EUDOOEOwW11 1 PUUI UwoOil w PUUOUPEwW/ OEET Uwll T DUUUE!
Interior National Park Service, November 4, 1987), https://files.nc.gov/ncdcr/nr/GF0179.pdf.
BB1Western Union, in the Kirkman Family Papers #4832, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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peoplewentfor treatment ofi n e r v 0 u so*2Withswesessaadsdoctor orsite, the now
demolishedrick and stuccdacility mighthavepasgdfor aresidentialestate orthetreelined

block. The sanatoriunmcluded departments of hydrotherapy, massage and medmalses,

medical electricity, and laboratory analygisbrochurefor the facilitydescribedii s e v e r a | I ar (
verandas, shady trees, pleasant walks and flowered lawns add to the comfort of the convalescent
patisent . o

A reportby Dr. Douglas VanderHodbr The Tucker SanatoriuchescribedMrs.

Ki r k nstatead sfApril 20,1933 she rarely criedyalked the floor and screamatitimes

" . "
complained o The Tucker Sanatorium, Inc.

Madison and Franklin Streets
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
This is the Private Sanatorium of Dr, Beverley R. Tucker

aching legs and !

thought The Tucker Sanatorium Is for the treatment of nerv-
ous diseases. Insane and acute alcoholic cases are not

taken. The Sanatorium is large and bright, surrounded

th l>|y a lnlwn u'ml ‘nhad)‘ walks and large verandas, It |s
situated in the best part of Richmond and Is thoroughly

Some Ing Was and modernly equipped. There are departments for

massage, medicinal exercises, hydrotherapy, occupation
and electricity. The nurses are especially trained in the
care of nervous cases,

wrong with her

Figure 20: Advertisement for The Tucker Sanatorium in 1922.
Source:Southern Medical Journal .

neck.Doctors
were aware of a
cerebral concussidn o m t h e c r a practicalljuantc ol nesfcti ohuesrbutifiep r t e n
appeaedunable to relate andrestlad with hermental and physicaondition, everorderinga

head xrayin the eventidiagnosis of dractured skullwvas missedfter the wreckThey

descriledMrs. Kirkman then fifty-sevena s ftealtfer fldyYyp aanldoon dr i ac al

132The Tucker Sanatorium: Madison and Fkéin Streets, Richmond, VARichmond, Virginia: Whittet and Shepperson,
1915).The eight-page illustrated brochure publicize d weekly rates for private rooms between $22.50 to $50.
Additional fees were charged for medicine, laundry,a Ux 1T EPEOQwWOUUU]I wEOEWEOEUOUZz UwxUOI T UUPO
133 |pid.
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Yet, & thesame timeDr. VanderHoofacknowlededheremotional response
notingthatshefhas been extremely depressed since her
the past has been her home and flowers. Says she usgd teer husband in himisiness and go
t o the o fTHe doctediagnagdMng. Kickmanwith fipsychoneurosisconnectedo the

crash that killed her husbanéarlythree yearspriofil t i s bel i eved that thi

mmmwummwmmn'ammng

sanatorium treatment over
a considerable period of

t i mier.,VanderHoof
ler3s 45 DL=NH NEWYORK N
MRS O A KIRKMANE o+
£ “‘Z 501 WEST

T =
alsonoted that Mrs. @MRRML
Kirkman woul Ao

Wy LIFETW

)

wrote inthereport He

p. 35

helpedby medicinal doses;.'.- N

of whiskey before meads r

but recommended that

they be mixed with Figure 21: Telegram from Oscar Kirkman Jr. to his mother

in 1932. Source:Kirkman Family Papers #4832, Southern
fisimple bitterd so she Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of North

Carolina at Chapel Hill.
would not know about the

whiskey3
After Kirkman Jr. receive®@ r . V a n dreportileardtedoshehead ofThe

Tucker SanatoriupDr. BeverleyR. Tucker Kirkman Jr.accepted the recommendation to keep

134 Various correspondence from doctors, in the Kirkman Family Papers #4832, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson

Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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his mother in theanatoriumbut expressed concern abbeing able tsustainthe cosof her
stay Sadly, KirkmanJr. had been toldoy Dr. Tuckernot to visithis motheyand hehad stopped
writing to doctors tanquire of kercondition becauskep | aced Acompl deie conf i c
Awi de e x Hmvever&irkmam Jr.could nothelp but dig deepdor answersFriends
werenot allowed tovisit his mother andKirkman Jr.asked Dr. Tucker
is this because you wish to simply keep her quiet, is it because she does not wish
to see company, or is her condition such that she should not see corareep?
for a birthday present, which she purchased at MHlrodes and setd me at
Easter time, | Ave not heard a word direct from her. | have written her almost
daily only cheerful things. | presume she has received these letters.
He askedDr. Tucker to let his mother know that he had inquiabédut heiandto let her know
Aour one hdkd Pittheri. t o
The doctoreplied o Kirkman Jr.on May 3, 1933indicating that a sanatorium
staff doctor had serim two letters from his mothebr. Tuckeralsoprovided rationale for
sequestering his mothexxplaining
| think it has been generallgcognized by all physicians treating these cases that
they get well faster when not seeing relatives and friends; as soon as they do see
them they are mentally back home and they carpsndtresist recalling all the
discomforts and going over theg.
By summer of 1933, doctors were talking about allowing Mrs. Kirkman to take a

trip to a beach with a woman who might have b&anorse. Dr. Tucker wrote to Kirkman Jr.,

Awe are telling Mrs. Kirkman that if she take

135] etter from Oscar Kirkman Jr. to Dr Beverley R. Tucker, in the Kirkman Family Papers #4832, Southern Historical
Collection, Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
B [ ] UaOw! DUOT Ow? %EODODIT U w203 Wud TETUG CubROE (" ui+EQIIDWO udHO(Oull 40k ik UD O wk O
https://www.carolinacoastonline.com/news_times/news/article_582b2800-677f5a75947c¢a757dcb8f00c.html.
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see her when she ¢ ome safdvalaykbefore theltherd anreversasy of wa s
Ki r kman S rmileStsne ttiat raay haye traggered Mrs. Kirkman in the past because the
doctor assured her son that dndwe shalI® watch M
Three years later, adarch 25, 1936, Mrs. Kirkman died at The Tucker
Sanatorium. The Céficate of Deathfrom the Commonwealth ofirginial i st ed HfAcer ebr a
concussiono and fAipost traumatic psychoneurosi
pneumoni ao igsausbutaa relatedi Shaivtas sixty years @id.
Mrs. Kirkmard s  h uwadsamongb29deathscaused by motor vehidén
North Carolina in 1930 and one of 29,080 fatalities nationwide that yé&&bespite the
carnagethefervor at the timeseemed to center on new car mogdiglsludingoneson display at
the 30" annual National Automobile Show in New York City193Q TheNew York Times
covered the sixlayexhibitionon four floors of Grand Central Palawagth forty-six brandsof
passenger cars wrarying body designs and colpeswell as accessories and shop equipment by
180 manufacturerg® Thousand®f people were expected to attehe eventvith presscoverage
notinghow manufacturers understotitatp e opl e desired cars that dpl
satisfy the desire to gmsme w h &hre &ewoYork Timesgrotein its un-bylined story about the

show. Thearticlespokeon behalf of the motoristontendinghat acari must have smoot |

137 etter from Dr. Beverley R. Tucker to Oscar Kirkman Jr. on July 28, 1933jn the Kirkman Family Papers #4832,

Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

13275 pUT POPEOW46260wetd-EOEWVDUDOYPEORENNG!I OO0> WEEET UUT Ew) EOUEUA wl
https://search.ancestrylibrary.com/cgi -
bin/sse.dlI?indiv=1&dbid=9278&h=114968&tid=&pid=&queryld=06f0480d383479e6c6f9689ecc3ea51lb&usePUB=true&
_phsrc=nEG216&_phstart=successSource.
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speed, flexibility and power, without discomfort to driver and passengers, and it ishep to
automotive engineemrs to supply these things. o
Anothercolumnin The New York Timeduring the week of the auto shpw
APeopl e Enr i c h,e daddimentidbnvehicledeaths Theepece was authored by
Alvan Macauley, president of the National Automobile Chamber of Commaatgresident of
Packard Motor Car Companile told readers that cairsthe United Statewould traverse 150
billion miles in 1930, that vehicle registrat® had reacheat leas6 million, and that each
vehicle was expected to travel an annual aver
freedom of any nation through transportation, China has the least through want of
t r ans p oMataalayhoadged, This heritage of transportation which has lifted America to
the heights of personal freedonDthershathei ng soug
mention of f@Amore ef f ec tstylvaaddesigoak khe feontseajand e hi c | e
safety and driver behavior were left behihtstead Macauleywrotet,. A Possi bly the gr
gains are to be seen in the body construction. There is more room, better upholstery and great
care for variety and harmony in the colors. The arts have lggmin hand with scientific
achiev#ment . o
Meanwhile, in North Carolina in the 1930gperts and government officials
were studying how to preveatashesn the stateAmong measures, the General Assembly

passed the Dr init®B5ad g eri cle 00 Axtopl e Kkdlk di ed o

141bid.

1“2 OYEOw, EEEUOI a0w?/ 1 Ox Ol wEh®Ned EdrkiTEngskauary 3)198O OED O1 UOE w

http://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1930/01/05/132756302.pdf.
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law made licenses mandatofyyt initially, a test was not requirediso, that yeay The Institute
of Government in Chapel Hjlpublished250,000 copiesdi Gui des t o KWaghway Sa
booklet to raise awareness amaagidents, public officials, studengnd teacherabout the
shared responsibility iprevening automobile crashesnside the publicatigrunderthetitle
ADeath Takes No ddaaied da i ér & haminzvik@ne kiling atir
citizens on the highways at a rate of three a day, and we are injuring and maiminfivenioty
forty oth®rs per day. 0
Thebookletprovidedin-depth North Carolinatatistics by Harry Tucker,
professor of Highway Engineering at State Collggav North Carolina State Universityyho
studiedhighwaycrashesn the state and country, amdosenationwideanalysisappeared iff he
New York Times 1930 For North Cardha, thedatain the bookletevealed facts abotie
kinds of wrecksn the statet the timeroughly onethird werecollisions with pedestriarsnda
guarterinvolved other automobilesmostcrasheoccurredn clearweatheyandmost fatal
crashes happenenh dry roads; mostpeople killedon highwaysverebetween fifteen and sixty
four years old andexcessive speed and reckless driving weagorcause®f highway fatalities.
ANegli gence and violatindars, of tihlkee bloawmedus @ Tne
ex cus e fUsingameétric bf gasalinie consumption, North Carolmaaked first in the
country with the highest automobile mortality raee editorsapplauded thgood hard
surfacedoadsin the statebutwarred . . . we are fast drgdei ng th

ired with the bl ood of t hhousands “of citizens.

14 Harry W. McGalliard, Guides to Highway Safetyol. 4, Guidebook Series (Chapel Hill, N.C.: The Institute of
Government, 1935), 5.
15 McGalliard.
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A Governor 6sef SEnpgihye ssi on

Nearly thirty years later, ollay 31, 1962, Goveor Terry Sanford spoke the

residents of North Carolina from a television studio in Raleigh. The speech, abouthiventy

minutesin duration covered one topic: traffic safety. Sanford began his address with an

emotional story that humanizeldy statigics representing automobile traffic deaths. Dressed in

jacket and tie, Sanford looked into tleasand told viewers that he had received a letter from a

mother in the Eastern part of the state. In the letter, the mother told Sanford that her son was

driving from Wilmington when he waslled while trying to avoid &peedingcar that crossed

the center linén the road Drawing from the letter, Sanfoekplained
é the woman asked me what kind of roads we have in this state when death is a
constantravelef | have the letter here that this mother wrote, and | read this
paragraph from it: o61lf there was a man
try to have him arrested. Why dondt you
arrested? Somébedyadasab®iyngviery day. 0
Thatmo t h e r 6 samangtimel,3bgpenple killed on roads in North Carolina

in 1962, a year that sa®8,980motor vehicleraffic fatalitiesin the United State®¥” The

fatalitiescamebeforesignificant automobile and highwaafetyreformin the countryFor

instance,sediel t | egi sl ation in North Carolina woul o

requiredthatall automobiles, starting with 1964 models, come with seat belt attachwieerns

sold4s A few years laterpromptedin partby attorneyRa | p h  NomklJasafé & Any Speed

148 sanford traffic safety address, 31 May 1962 in the Terry Sanford Papers #3531, Southern Historical Collection, The
Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

State Highway Patrol, 1963., May 24, 1964)3.
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which examinechow automanufacturers yt sleeklooks and features over safefgderal
lawmakers passed the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safetp#l966.By 1968,federal
motor vehiclestandardgequired featuresuch as seat belééd other protective elemenksit
convincing drivers tavearseatbelts wouldtakeanotherdecadedong campaign

Day after dayn
in the early 196081 North
Carolinabefore auto reform
newspapers carried headlines
aboutdeadly wrecksoften
positioned neaautomobileand
grocery advertisements i 2

Instantly, 3 Hurt in Wreck Near

Ne |l siokHe&@mdCrash Kills

Figure 22: Automobile show in Durham, North
Carolina, in April 1960. Source:Durham Herald Co.
Newspaper Photograph Collection, The Wilson Library,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

3 To Lead N.C. Violence Toll
For Weekend i Aut o Cr
Kills Youth. o0 Like a yui vk
glance weather forecagthe Durham Suh e at ur ed a #AHiIi ghway Bl oodshe
provided readers witthe number of North Carolina highway deaths and injdaethe past
twenty-four hours.

Alongside highlights ofvrecks newspaperpromotedautomobile shows that
took placeover weekends, attracting crowds who marveled at shiny, sleek models in city and

shopping center parking lotShe Durham Supublished gpackage oautoweek storie®n
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approximatelyelevenpages irMay 1962 to promotéi 6 5 di f f er ent model s of
truckso t dnaisplaymtdNorthghte Bropping Centéired Guthrielr,, of Carpenter
Motor Co. andoresident of the Automobile Dealers Association, expected more than several
thousand visitors to turn out for thlereedayevent, promisingthdt €t he new model s a
lovely and everyone is interested in the new innovations that this year has broughtewtbar
fiedPHle odi dndt me nt aumfatalites, which weneglimadiroNorth
Carolina.

When TerrySanfordwas runningor governor of North Carolina in 1960, his
campaign platforniiPositivePr ogr am f or P ahiggwaessfetypomponeatinu d e d
remarks tahe Young Democratic Clubf the University of North Carolinat Chapel Hiliin
March of 1960he promised o addr ess the problem through Hder
engineeringédcandyvVv owe digdraugpeogrammtastibelives, which
are needlessly lost in highway accideri&g During aspeecHaterthat month inAsheville
Sanfordspokeagainabouthighway safetyBut his messagéor the Buncombe County Young
Democrasin Asheville tookon agrislytonei Yo u peopl e tlagcwexperianeaed s o me

with these deatitrap threelane highwaysA human life camever be purchased or replaced. A

hi ghway can. I f a highway kill®, it must be <c
ot kw# DI 11U O0w, OET OUwWOT w-1 pw" EUUwE DHe mBhard SudNayw B01962,1sec2 | O Ow U w
2D.

150 Newspaper clipping, in the Terry Sanford Papers #3531, Southern Historical Collection, The Wilson Library,

40PYTI UUPUA WOl w- OUUT w" EVUOCOPOEWEOW" T Exi Ow' pOO uwgamrard 01 wOOwOT 1 w
/ UOT Ul UUOz» wUE a U wayé&tenilld Qbsee® whuNt Y OWE O E w

151 Excerpts from Speech by Terry Sanford To Buncombe County YDC,March 31, 1960,Terry Sanford records and

papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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DuringS a n f anaududaton speech in January of 19@dpromised to find
Amore effective ways t o r edSoanaftetthestatewideaught er
North Carolina Traffic Safety Council Inaprivately fundectouncil of representatives from
North Carolina business and industmgs createdt S a n f o rnodkexXesutepubdiaq u e s t
information campaigns arwtheractivities toprevent traffic crashes: The Institute of
Government at the University of North Carolina at Chapelasibprepareda 1962pamphlet
(similar to itsGuides to Highway Safeity 193%) for publicoutreach Titled A Crash Program to
Stop the Crashed includedstatistics on crashesmddi THE GOVERNOR&S CALL
introductory letter from Sanford

Thepublicationwas disseminated focal civic clubs and organizations by state
troopers incounties ach asNash, whichrsaw882 crashes arttlirty-one killedin 1962154 Similar
to Guides to Highway Safety 1935 A Crash Program to Stop the Craslidivereddata and
messageacross pages shock and awe fashioffhe most dangerous daipr driving? Saturday
and SundayThe type of road whemaost crashesccurred? On the straight and level. The most
roaddeaths came in what weather? Clear deyery seven hours, persorwas killed onNorth
Carolina soads in 1961lreportedAlbert Coates, director of The Institute of Government

AThese ar e n,oGoatesadrponishedfCligut bem an® they bl eed.

1529 ] UUET 1 UOw EEUI UUI UTeuysSénford/Goverdd & NorttEGaiolng) u96l-tuNt k 02 w- OUUT w
Carolina Digital Collections, January 5, 1961, https://digital.ncdcr.gov/digital/collection/p16062coll9/id/182199/.
158 North Carolina Traffic Safety Council, Inc. brochure , in the Terry Sanford Papers #3531, Southern Historical
Collection, The Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
1549 - QUUT w" EUOODEEEISAEDNT DEME Ua » wgp# 1 x EUUO]?2GWmUd i DuE, 0AXUA Uuww 53 ul 2688 O 1 aQu
# b U 0 U b EHé NashivilesGraphjclune 14, 1962.
%5 OE] UOw" OECUI UOwW? w" UEUT w/ UOT UEOwWOOwW200xwUT T w" UEUTT UO?2 w/ OxUO
Government, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1962), 3.
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In theintroduction forA Crash Program to Stop the Crash&anford
acknowledgedhatdespiteenforcement bystate Highvay Patrotroopers improved highway
engineering, and c¢ommun ihdadyeaclked L25Addsanchmoret he fAt e
than 34,438 injuredn stateroadwaysn 1961.Somethingnorewas neded he said. Sanford
imploredevery driverto practiceiwhatis al r eady known about tohe way
immediately reduce deathandinggHe appeal ed to thdédtheadesods hec
only answer to the heartbreaking letters coming to me in nearly every mail from parents,
relatvesand fri ends of people who Have been kill e

Oneof those letterairrivedfor Sanfordirom J. Carlyle Rutledge, an attorniey
Kannapolis. Ruedge had called the governor at his mansion on a Sundayingin June 1962
to let him know about a crastear Raleighhat killed George Thompson Noel,ld recent
graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel il Herman Winfield Privedt who
was enrolled at Mars Hill College in AshevillBanford had already letfthe mansiorand
woul dndot be back f oywhewayckse&iendsdnathytre famibesoftReit | e d g
young menfollowed up with the letteiHe wrote,fiyou can imagia the heartbreak and the
sorrow of both of these families®&

On the morning of June 15, 196&ter breakfast in Wake Foregtjoel, twenty
two, and Privettenineteenleft for First Baptist Church in Raleigb teach Bible school as part
of theirsummer jobs with the Baptist State Conventdiorth CarolinaAvailable rewspaper

accountglo not statevho was drivingat the timebuta former police officer who witnessed the

156 | bid .
157]J. Carlyle Rutledge letter, June 19, 1962, MARS Number 368, Terry Sanford Governor's Papers, State Archives of
North Carolina, Raleigh, NC, USA.
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wreck told anewspapereporter thathe car was on U.S. 1 when it pas&uo big truckin

frontofGr e s haoteli shen fAcut back into t haementagot tr aff
the shoul der and suddenly cut bactkleadscr oss t he
Privette, the son of pastorin Concord, and Noel, the son of an ophthalmologist in Kannapolis,
diedinstantly.GovernorSanford wrote the parents of batfenon June 28, 19629 express his
concern on behalf of himself and Mrs. Sanford

nothing we can say can compensate for your son, but both of us wanted you to have this

BN

express on of our de&epest sympat
A high school valedictoriaroel planned taattend
the Southeastern BaptiBheologicalS e mi nary but
carry outhiswish. His family establishedhe George T. Noel IlI
Memorial holarshipto fund an annual solarship br other

studentdo attendSoutheasterne@®ninaryin his memory The first

$500 scholarship was awarded to a student from Georgia in 19+~

Figure 23. George

The endowment was a fitting tribute to NoghoseBible was Thompson Noel Iil.
Source:Southeastern

found in thecarafter thecrash. Theeditor of theBiblical Recorder Baptist Theological
Seminary.

told The Daily Independemt Kannapolisat the timehatNo e | 6 _

Bible wasfevidencehat he wasla o u t his Fathero6s buesTheess even

158923 pOw2] OPOEUa w2 UUET 00U e Bew® ané Qbbedyaltng 18] 1062.U1 EO 02 w
159] etter from Terry Sanford to Dr. and Mrs. George T. Noel, Jr., June 28, 1962MARS Number 368, Terry Sanford
Governor's Papers, State Archives of North Carolina, Raleigh, NC, USA
1609 &1 08 w- O Ow( ( ( w2 ET ©hé BdiyiridépendepiViay FOEIO@BUT 1 E 02 w
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newspaper storgoted that thannuals c hol ar shi p woul d help student
Fifty-five years laterNoel lives on througlthe scholarshipsn his memory:e:

A monthbeforewriting his condolences tihe Noel family, Sanford was
expressingympathyto anothergrieving mother the onewhose son was killedvhile trying to
avoidacar that crossed the center litlege oneSanford appealed wuring his televised traffic
safety speech on May 31, 196R2 the speeclfanfordtold the motheiand othewviewersthat
moreneeded tde done to make the roads safdre governoseemed frustrated, tellingewers
thatmotoristswho neede@ducationaprogramson hi ghway safety Adondt |
restofusd on 6 t Heiddsdrileed &atal wreck involving a young man who drove into a tree
at 100 mph, sending tlearengine into a fieldSanfordd e c | ar ed, fiwe cannot <co
dare devil driving on the public roads, and | believe we need stricter rules for young tirarers
for olderm e &2. 0

The governoaskedviewersto grabapencil and paper to take notes on ideas for
solving the problem of death on the roadwageas ragedfrom special laws to get reckless
young drivers and drunken drivers off the rotmsiore traffic engineer® improve roadand
highway patrol officers. Halsodescribed h e p subdestiangssich as requirirafety belts.
Al dondt rdguirogther Banfordsaid AWh at d o vy o notalthaiseatkbeltdo He
brackets weralready required to bestalled in new carsoowners ould choose tadd belts if
they wisted In his closing, Sanforcead from the rest dhegrievingmot het 6 &rt Al t i s

lonely in my home now. I think it is all over for me. | feel as if my life has come to an end. My

1619 &1 OB w- O Ow( ( ( w2 ET [bh6dbrudnyi2@82%, SdutidagidinGentinary Befelopment Officer Jonathan
Goforth confirmed that the endo wment remains active.
162 Sanford traffic safety address.
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boy is gone, and he was the best parSanfodf my I
lookedinto the camera and ansvwedr 1 Wel wdo al I%t hat we can. o

While the number of vehicles registered and miles drivédoirth Carolina
increased each year during Governor Terry San
wrecksin the stateln 1965, when Sanford left office, 1,635 people were killed in traffic crashes

in North Carolina a 30 percent increase fromhenhe tookoffice in 1961164

163 Sanford traffic safety address.
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Chapter Three: Portraits of Grief

Are wedoingall that we canas Governor Terry Sanford promised in 1B62
Nearly 60 vy e apleslgeand tespitsigS8ifecanfawdaomdbieseformand highway
improvementsl45more people died in traffic crashies2019than in North Carolinen 1962
Each fatal crash opengparmanent holéor an uninvited guest: grief.

A Wedr e ddkeraiddiyngr e hi c |tehsi.n gWe Otrhea teéykiivliln,go

Register, wheedaughterPaisley was killed in a crasi North Carolina irr016 APeopl e

Morth Carolina Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities and
Fatality Rates, 1930-2019

complain about guns, and all the things that g

harm people&  wdzive one every single day Vehicle Miles
Total Travaled Fatality Rata par
and we put ourselves and other people at risk Faaliies  (VMT) Millions 100 Million VT
1930 77 3,556 21.83
1840 881 6,261 15 .83
no matter where we gi. 1950 989 11,852 B.345
1960 1,226 18,719 B6.549
R . . 1870 1772 31,351 5.64
't 6s a r i gdgistdrh 755 1,519 41,234 3.68
1880 1,384 62 ThZ 2.21
for many when t hey ¢ |2000 1,563 89,246 1.75r 6 s
2010 1,323 102,380 1.29
2018 1,470 122 506 1.2

insert the key or press the ignition button. If :
Figure 24: Chart created by Leanora

more people are remlnded Of the rlsk and Minai. Source:North Carolina Department of
Transportation annual traffic crash facts

connect withthe experiencesuch as thenes reports.

in thenine narrative portraits that follow, outcomes may iffeignt; the people discussed in the

next chapter may be alive today.

2 Shirley Register, Interview with author, In person, January 19, 2020.

68

S .



In some way, as each of these unique stories reveal, the people left behind have
kept their loved ones alive. May we learn from these tragic losses and honor their memories too,

so that perhaps a good can come feuoh tragedy
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EricaTaylorroT hat 6 s where everything ended?d

Onthemorningof May 2, 2016jn rural Halifax County, Mea | e OO&6 Br i an Bo
was ridingto White Oak Head Staim the front passenger seat of a 1997 Plym@&uteze His
grandmotheroutinelytook NC 48whendriving five-yearold Makale to schooin Enfield. As
his grandmotheapproachedhe intersection at NC 5Gin aclear day the driver of a
Internationakow truck carrying a Honda Elemenn its flatbeddrovethroughthe stop sigron
NC 561at 50 mph. The truckrashed into the side of tifymouthwhere Makale sainbelted

sending thd’lymouthinto a ditcheighty-two feet away-

Makal eds mot hleadseemérrsonbeadaybeforel whan they
watchedhis favoriteFast & Furious 7movietogetherat her apartmenWhen his grandmother
picked him up to spend the nigdd she could take him to school the next, diayas time to say
goodbye to Erican | | ove, 9y oMa Maime tas hedvalked downrhe stdireaf her
secondfloor apartmentil 6 | | s e.@Eryiocua |cadtlelr@d eowyto,u fi oo. I 61 1
f rom s c ho o Thefollowng marning; Ericca unaware of the crashdrovealongthe
familiar NC 48 and arrived at the intersectigvhere the collisin had justoccurred. WithNC 48
shut downin both directionsshe turnedhercar around and caught a glimpse ofwreckage

Shattered glass dotted the stregdid marks ran from the intersection to the roadsidevhite

1 North Carolina Highway Patrol collision investigation packet, which includes acrash report and field diagram and
measurements of the coliision scene.Some pages in the packet are redacted.

70



Pl ymouth sat crumpled | i ke a r ub bEecathdughtiad, ne a

herself, Al Khope theybére okay. o

As Ericadroveaway, sheslowedto look back, then accelerataddslowed down
agan Al just felt |1 ke something wasno6t right,
kept shaking my head Notretognizisggh®lyrhobth Erigawantamdt r i g
toanappoi nt ment. What she di dmatherthadlcar mowblewhats t h a't

morning and borrowed a friendb6s Plymouth to d

| didn@ know until after the fact that it was him. Teasomething | still walk

with, but itds | ust |haveabardbnedrhiinsvhenhest i nct
needed me. | felt like something was wrong, and | kept slowing down. IGcoulel

turned around then, and | didimlo it, and it bothers me

Four years after the crash, the intersectionmeeenorialsite, apublic reminderat
a crossroadot farfrom Ericad s mdiroHalifax County Two crossesor Makalerisefrom the
roadside, miking the spot wherhis bodyrestedafter the crashA white woodencross bearing
hisbirth and death datesandi ¢ k n a me i Rravedfitstp | Bawcgead by Makal eds
and familyafterthedeath Thesecondcross which Ericacommissionedn the summer of 2020
featuresa graffiti-styledesignwith the same datendanothemicknamef T i.airkground
solar lights and duquets of artificial purplewhite,and yellow flowersadorn the assemblage

Erica leavedrightly coloredplastic flowersatthecrosses it 6 s her way of | ettt

2 Erica Taylor, Interview with author, In -person, February 9, 2020 Unless otherwise noted, all quotes by Erica Taylor
in this section are from the interview with her on February 9, 2020.
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thatshealways thinks of himTheplace is also difficult space to béecause itauses anxiety.

Depending orthe severity oher distressEricamay need to take medicine befal@ving by the

intersectiorb e caiuts@s Aia miéramgde iftods mei.ke | can see the
everything whereitwashet r uc k, t he c¢ ar , 0Shaseeshatter@dgthgskid her 6 s
marks the ditch Yet, thesiteholds sacregignificancebecause the roadside is where herlséin

this earth fiThats the last place he took his last breath E r ifi€hat just eeinidds meé

thats where it ended. Thatods where everything el

A pre-kindergarten student at White

OakHead Start, Makale was onetefipeople who >
died in traffic crashes in Halifax County in 2016, ¢ .
yearthat sawl,441deathson roadsacrossNorth |
Carolina.Thecollision that killedMakalewas
amongthirty-sevenfatal crashein which

fidisregarded stop signwvas acontributing

circumstancen the state that yea43 percent ofall

Figure 25: Two crosses rise in
memory of Makale Boyd at the
intersection where he was killed. Source:
Erica Taylor. f

people killed were unbelteth the crash that killed Fi
Makale, heNorth Carolina Highway Patroloted

Afdi stracti ons o rthefoperatorg
of the International tow truckEdward Dewgine Cappsandcited him for failureto stop &a duly

erectedstop signAccording to a voluntary statement on the day of the crash, Galpke
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highway patroltat he ficame across t he IhDecembea20B, di dnodt
Capps pleaded responsible to the stop sign violation adds@&B in court costs and fines.

misdemeanor death by motor vehicle charge was disnfissed

During the first yeaafterh e r s 0 nHEis whloevastwanty-eight struggled
toredefine heridentii at f i r st yeamn,d iytoudrlei ke,bsheawn dihe

said.The hardest adjustment wiguring out everyday life with twdiving childreninstead of

threeSher ecal |l ed shopping in Wal mart whende first Ch
i

looked in the cart filled with
one too manyars, trucks, and
handh el d gmshes. i

noticed | had morboy toys

than usual, and then it just

Figure 26: The four -way intersection in Halifax

County, North Carolina, where Makale Boyd was killed.
Photo by Leanora Minai.

dawned on me | i ke,
is goned éhe recalled.

Sobbing Ericaabandoned the

cart in the aisle and ran out of the st@beyearnedohearh er s onds .&lhednissedn | au
his curly hairand watchindhim where hefelt happiest outdoors, riding dirt bikes, ATV four

wheelers and motorcycles, and helping his grandfatiash limousines andork on carsin the

39 - OUU0T w" EUOOPOEW! Yht w3UET I PEw" UEUT WHEEUU»? wep- OUUT w" EUOODOE w#E
https://connect.ncdot.gov/business/DMV/ CrashFactsDocuments/2016%20Crash%20Facts.pdil3 Court documents

provided by Halifax County district court ,includ ing: North Carolina Uniform Citation; a search warrant probable

cause affidavit; and a dismissal order for the death by motor vehicle charge; $ EPEUE w# 1 PEA O]l w" Exx UO0w?5 00

2020by the Halifax County Superior Court.
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first monthswithout Makale there would beveeks when
Ericadi dndét go outsi deEvenr I yone.

thoughsh€ o u| dn ot Makalewaslnthe wn JERLLEE & Sunset

10-19-10

wrecked Plymouth,te battled guilbvernot turning her

car aroundSheused cocaine and alcohtoldull the

Figure 27: Funeral card for

suffocating pain that stalked heaking hours Makale Boyd. Source:Erica Taylor.

People truly dondét understand that you a
never prepared for something |ike this,
to thisday to never say never. Never to say you will never do this and do that

because | never thought | would turn to drug substance. | never thought | would

until that happened.

SometimeskEricafelt torn over living even purposely taking toounhanxiety
anddepressiomedication But her other childreprovidedlight, themotivation anchopeto go
on. In dark times herboyfriend bld herto do whatshe neeedto doto feeli cry, scream, break

something, but wheRricashut downshedi d mv@ntanyone closbecause shieared

unleasing herrawrageon themil cr vy . I scream. I become angry
why, and | 611 never know why¢o ahfvhypre2Whynk t ha
this life? Why my child? Thosearequé i ons | 6 m never g®Aicouginht o have
onceaskedherhow she copewith the lossiilt 6 s | i k e ,0ghefoldlgm.t o war

| fight just to get through the day. When | wake up, and as soon as my feet hit the
floor 1Gm pretty much abattle. Em getting ready to battle the day. To cook, clean,
carry on. And then when nighttime comes, @édtow | know éve won. | got

through yet another day without my son. And it keeps going every day.
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After her sonwas killed, or Mot h e r Erisa adladya p&rahahiemorialof Makale
on her body a tattoo of a baby portrait of Makada the left side of hdvack The artist
positionedthe renderingoMa k a | e IBysa méleaoa Eria@ back to replicate a tedropping

fromt h e Iefoeyed s

WhenEricayearns fora connectiorto Makale shereaches for a Nike shoebox
that holds physical bonds to her sorduses
theonlinesocial networkng service
Facebooko merge past and presenhe
shodox containsatiny toy car arecording

of the funeral servicehowing thecasket

lowering into the groundand aneatly folded

outfit fromhe r sschooblackerthe

clothesEricapicked up from his school in the
rainone day after he dieometimesshe
opens the box and buries her fac¢hiashirt

andblue jeans.

Al get scared

Figure 28: Erica Taylor holds a shoebox
that contains objects that keep her close to her
said. son. Photo by Leanora Minai.

going to forget how he used to smaihe

Tofill thevoids created byabsencgEricaexpresses hesorrowin avirtual space,
postng messageandpictures ® Makaleon her Faceboolprofile. In apublicentryin April

2020,sheshareda picture ofhersmiling son noing that the anniversary of his death
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approachedShe wrote] 6l nbe d d_@ o
. | ] May 26 - Q@
worst pain | ever felt!! May 2, 4 years later---- is a — [ was taught PATIENGE the moment]
. R . brought uu 3 into the world, | was taught .

scar, itds a nightmar e, | thedefinitionof LIMTS the moment feelin
situations approached for me too risk

permanent reminder of theady | St op p e*d ] losing everything | bust my ass for too
provide for uu all, and | was taught

Ericauses Facebook facorporate her son into STRENGTH, the moment | had too bury
one of uu!!! Perfection doesn't exist in

ongoingdaily life with themobileapp Photo Mixer NORARENT, ===kt lingone give tWmy
all til the day my head is cold

The aprallows hertto overlayblack and whiter color | #I-oveYouSoMuch @@

pictures of Makale on more recenphotograph. In a
May 2020public post on her Facebook profilehe
added a black and white picture of Makale to a
snapshot of her other children on the front deck of th

homes Theblended resulis a painful reminder théter

sonis nothereto pose with hislderbrother and

Figure 29: Erica Taylor
used an app to overlay a black and
white picture of her deceased son

Makale on a recent photograph.

youngersiser, but Ericastressed:

When | do pictur © Sgource1l Oi 1 w1l EEOwW? S beca
at the end of the day | have three Facebook profile

children. I 611 tak ' ot her
kids by themselves, put someti1 mes | 611
back and just be like | have to put my son in this picture somevileegise at

theend ofthedgy hat was my child. Just because

can project his picture in that photo as if he was.

411 011 wll EEOQW? %EET EOOOO? WHEET EOOOOwWL] O1 1 wll EEOwWw xUPOwl kOwl YI Y
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=4513839125308594&set=pb.100000476547128207520000..&type=3.
511 011 wll EEOQW? %EET EOOOO? WHEET EOOOOwWL] O1 1 will EEOQw, Eawl t OQwl YI yoOu
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=46403867193205M&set=pb.10000047654712€2207520000..&type=3.
6 Erica Taylor, Interview with author, Zoom/a udio, July 27, 2020.
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Faceboolalsoserves as a chanrfer Ericato draw attentiortio safety concerns
aboutthe intersection where her son was killedJuly 2020, shepublicly shared screen captures
on her profile of a messagfgatshe sent ttheNorth CarolinaGover nor 6 s Hi ghway S
Program Ericaasked fora traffic lightat the intersection and invitgetopleto send her direct
message with theixperiencest the intersectioriiMy son paid the ultimate price May®2
2016, at the brinkl ey wsheWrete.Thaintersedian wheieon on HW
Makale died habeen the site agight traffic crashes fromanuary 2016 through October 2020
five were injury crashesand oné¢ Ma k a T weaé fatalHalf of thewreckswere angle
collisions, whichtypically involvevehicles hitthg at or near right angles with the front of one

vehicle striking the side of the other vehitle.

In the four years sindél a k a teath Ericahasdiscoveredhatstaying busy
with home projectsattending counseling twice a month gndsuinga higher education dream
helpthemost in managingergrief Wi t h i ncome from social secur.it
allotment of$78,000from acivil settlemengfterthe crastprovidedthemoneyfor herto payin
full for a manufactured housg8he placethe homeon a treefilled lot her father gave to herer
grandparents, sister and auntloff thesameroad Now in her second yeat Western
Governors Universityshe isstudying onlingo earn an associate degree in information
technology.The aademiocoutlethelps refocushertime andattentionbecausetigives Erica

somet hi ng t o Ilbavetoadjosttathbisndw life,o s h @ | ward to adjust

7Renee Redd,? EET EOOOO? WEEET UUI Ew. EVUOET Uwl kOwl YI YOuw
https://www.facebook.com/redlips1988/posts/4933429470016222.

23 UEI | DE WPOIT 8O EEPETI OUw OEOaUPUw2aU0l Ow( O0I UUTI EUPOOwW OEOaUbDbU!
Transportation, n.d.).
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where my kids arentr i vi ng, and theyodére comfortable, and
€ it brings me peace.

Looking backErica acknowledged that she paced a destructivewidirtsome
choicesthat never permanently took awiagrpain No matter whatshe saidthe anguish always
returnedii | made some bad ,ohoihcece sdreglly didbgy Btdhhdddivheey
il dondt regret
anything that | went
through. It was a
process. 0 The
passing of timas
teaching her how to
survive to honor
Makale. Tragedy
presentedherwith a

newfoundability to

pursuean education

Figure 30: Erica Taylor displays a tattoo of her son's baby
portrait in his memory . Photo by Leanora Minai.

andown ahouse
and she does not want to etr sordown.She saidfi | f eel l i ke iad0om hos wa

here anymore, but 1 &dm going to t@ake care of vy

9 Taylor, Interview with author, July 27, 2020.
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Hilary Brindley: 6 Somet hing i s stolend

Hilary Gaskill Brindley called her mothdo seeifsheander mot her 6s bes
friend had alreadyeft home incoastal Harkers Islarfdr their drive to theBuncombe County
mountain community of Candléror Hi | ar y dhe follmwirg waftersidord e eafls
kept goirg to voice mailHilaryd i d n 6t t h i Sh&figureghermahertindBeverly
Johnson, whom Hi beaause she wds like aseddrd anathrere engrossed in
conversation ostopped at a stomong the wayThirty-seven weeks pregnaitilary busied
herself around the houseashing bed sheets and gettiegdyto celebrate thapcomingbirth
of her first chid, a sorwho would behermot her 6 s f iTheslasttigedilamtdliced i | d .
with her mothersheaskedherto get on the roadarlyso they couldhavemoretime tovisit and
decorate the nurserilary begged hemothernotto splurge oraVera Bradley diaper babat
came with a changing paldu theshowergift,c o mp | et e wiinitidlsi LtCBé& ondtleb y 0 s
changingpagand Hi | a i WGBS on the bagweee ltuskedn a suitcasan the GMC
boundforHi | ar y &Hdaryhvashl®vealrying her haiwhenthe phone rangso $ie asked her
husband to answer. He totile callandran outsideHilary could see &r husbandalking. When
he returned he stoodspeechles# the bathroom doorwagtaring at her

AJust Hdasyyemiandedo

At 9:15 a.m. that morninghédriver of aFord F150 crossedagrassymedianon

US 70 in Lenoir Countgndcollided heaebnat 70 mphwiththeGMCd r i ven by Hi |l ar y«

1 Hilary Brindley, Interview with author, In person, February 17, 2020. Unless otherwise noted, all quotes by Hilary
Brindley in this section are from the interview with her on February 17, 2020.
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mother Joyce GaskillA time marked for
A Celebration of the Life of
celebration turned into a nightmdreginning

Joy Gaskill

that day April 26, 2008 In 2020, Hilary
recalled

It was a day just like today. It
was gorgeouslhey were going
west onHighway 70, and a man
about... my age, so he was
around 26, 27 at theme, had
been out drinking the night
before and was still drunk from
the night before. He huffed can
air. Evidently ités called dusting
when you huff canned air to get
high. And he did that and passe
out at the wheel

March 22, 1957 ~ April 26, 2008

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God,
that in due time He may exalt you, casting the whole of your care

Mrs. Gas k| | l 51 ,an d Mrs. Jo h nson 58 , | |fe | on g on Him, for He cares for you affectionately and cares about you

watchfully. I Peter 5: 6-7
friends who lived around the block from each

other on Harkers Island Carteret Cou nty Harkers Island United Methodist Church
Harkers Island, North Carolina

were killedinstantlyabout one and a half hours

into their journeyto Buncombe County Figure 31: The cover of the funeral
program for Joy ce Gaskill. Source:Hilary
StepherH. Nisbet the driver of thd=ord F-150, Brindley.

survivedthe craskand waschargedwvith DWI and reckless driving.

Instead ofejoicing overthe arrival ofanew life with friends andamily, Hilary

andher husbandlimbed intotheir carfor aseverahundredmile drive tothe coast tplan a

221 01l Ow. UUOEGEOW?6UI EQw+1T EYT Uw3bpOw#1 EEO2 w" EVUOOPOEW" OEUCDwW. 60D

https://www.carolinacoast online.com/news_times/news/article_b91cc392f101-578¢9265460f6d292a54.htm| DE

, E+EPT OQUOOWN#A," VEUT wil xOUUwwnOUO? wopphl Y6DA0ECafodudé 29, 209)OU w51 T PEOI UO
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funeral. Theysat mostly silent on the ride. Hilgrywhose baby was dule a month held back
tearsbecauseshefearedgoing into laborHer mothe was gondorever. The mother who loved

flowers, artwork,remodelingprojects, and handrafted furniture. The mother who gave time to

church and concession stara®l kept a boolwith scriptures on the nightstanthe mother who

worked as an office manager at Jarrett Bay BoatwiorBeaufortbut left her role for periodsf

time to raiseHilary and heryoungerbrother Hilary, who was twentysevenyears oldvhen her

mother diedr e ¢ a Il Hacktlde,perféct chiltbod. Myparents never questioned whether or not

they | oved each other or whether theyOneoved m
of the most vivid mmentsHilary recalled fromhie dayoh e r mo t heamedashed e at h

sobbedon the couclat home Hilary buried her face in her handad prayed

dord, youdre going to have to take this
this because my baby is feelingboé any e
And | can remember it was like instanéus. It was like the Lord heard me, and

it was almost like somebody took a blanket and wrapped me, and it went from my
head down to my toes é |ike this warm f

OnMay 26, 2008 exactly one month after her mother dieHilary gave birth to
her firstchild, a healthy eighpound, sixounce boy with darkyes andhair. The daymarkedthe
best and worsttime of herlif?¢/dhen f ami |y members retrieved her
the wrecked GMC, they found the Vera Bradley diaperibsigeh e r  m cstitbaser Hilay
now a mother of fivekeeps the diaper bagmongh e r  m dkeepsakebEcuse it wasne of
thelast gifts sheeceivedirom her. Hilarypromised dlfnéver get rid of it because that was it.
Losing her mother was Hiheurexpgci@ddeadbiecac ond e
parent Her father, Manley C. Gaskill, who was married to her mother for twenty years, died in a

boating accident off Cadenookoutin North CarolinaHilary was fifteen years old when her
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father went missing in the Atlantic Ocean after his traviless Hilary, sank ora foggy
December 27, 1996. Mr. Gaskill, whas fortyfour andworked for the Division of Marine
Fisherieshad gondishing with his cousin for trout, mullet and sea croakers when something
went wrongon the waterMr. Gaskill sent a statitilled mayday radio distress call. At the time,
Coast Guard Quartermaster Chief Chuck Bushadldo c al n e ws peeufa enake oufisA | | we
6mayday, off the bar.d He didndét have very I|o
description and2®*no name of the boat. o

Mr. Gaskill typically ref ebutdesgitea o t he B
searchin the dark and fgwith otherfishing boats, Coast Guard vessels, and an airplane,
Hi l aryds f at her a nasedorferty-tvohowss. Theirwadiesa lifeni s si ng
jackets were recovered off Salter Paffhe boat was found few weeks later at the bottom of
the oceanThe cause of thaccident is unknowybutHilary saidpeople speculate that geaps a

whale hit the bottom of the trawler, or the boat encountered a roguekvave.ar y 6 s mot her

SSEW! U001 UOW?#O0POwWS EVUD w, Oditeré GaurtyNevsurd Decemiai 3D, ARDGCHpPingw
provided by Hilary Brindley Gaskill.
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a locket that opened to realalock ofh e r  h u s bam on@ Side, ahdaicture of hinon
the otherNow, Hilary wearsthe locket

Even thougtherparents died in unexpected circumstances, her expeadiece
the loss okach parenwasdifferent. With her father, as tinsowly passed during theearly
two days theyearcledfor his body, Hilary processed hemotions She transitioned from

feeling hopeful that her father would be found alive to askihgt ifhe was found dea&he had

(0 SRR T, SISARAATY TLRE R SERRR TR
".'\ WY k‘\' ‘

sometime topsychologicallyprepare for the

worst. Theimmediatedeath of her motherin a .

car crastprovided no opportunity to procetse :\ \
death an irrevocabland complicatedtress that \
eventually led to the end &f i | ammasridgs.
Sheexplained:

When you get tfF
somebody has been killed, and | é ua u |- ,
i tos final in o A X s
something different about that. ! ‘
The finality of that and the way
that it changes yar life like that.

I mean itbés an &' 0
hope that theyd 5 £

. A e 4%
through it. 11t0¢ "’

from you. Something is stolen. Figure 32 Hilary displays a locket

that her mother wore with her father's
photograph and lock of hair. Photo by
Leanora Minai.

Thecarcrashthat killed her mothealsoadded
another layer omourningfor Hilary because

she lost another loved ondrs. Johnson, the womanh e ¢ a | |.@Sthehdddupported e
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Hilary after herfatherdiedwith words, letters, postcardsnd mealasH i | amothdy struggled
with her owngrief after the boating accidertilary recalled
Nannie was my mentor, my advisor, my advocate and my frigmel was the
person | called when things wereagband when things were bad. Nannie always
had time for me. I showed up on her doo
death. She always knew the right thingsay. She was my emotional rock.
Nearlya year after the crasHilary andotherfamily members oMrs. Gaskill
andMrs. Johnsonvere featured in €arteret CountyNewsTimess t or y, A Fami |l i es St
Loss, DWloved anesexpregsed outrage because Nisbet, the dntercrashed into
Mr s . Ga s k jahdbyteen lvaddin cloalged with two counts felony death by motor
vehicle had three por impaired drivingconvictions in Texabefore coming to North Carolina
butwas able to get Worth Carolinad r i v e r 0 TheylweredudoussbecausHisbetcould
still drive in North Carolinavhile awaiting trial for the deaths of Mrs. Gaskill and Mrs. Johnson.
AHe 1 s free to roam our highways athaser kil |l in

devastated our family as well as the Gaskill fappiMrs.J o h n s o Déar Jolsnsqriold the

Carteret CountyNewsTimess

4@ pOEUVUaw! UPOEOGIT a Ow? ( HianeBfirdlayxlthieditheGnpécsttemedt&He ead in court and
provided permission to me to draw from it in an emai | on February 19, 2020.
s" T 1T Ualw! UUOT Ow? %EOPODPT Uw20UUTT Ol wbbUT w+OUUOwW#6( W+EPUO? w" EUOC
https://www.carolinacoastonline.com/news_times/news/article_582b2800-677f5a75947c¢a757dcb8f00c.html
84



A few months latera grand juryindicted Nisbebn two counts of secordegree
murderin connection with the deaths of Mrs. Gaskitid Mrs. Johnsorputheremainedree on
bond.All the while, Hilarydid her owndetective workShefoundNisbet on the social
networking site MySpace arsgnt him a connection request. $lwcoveredictures ofNisbet
posing with a new vehiclédi | ar y ¢ oul deh&d pictoreslof hemdeink again, highH
again 0 s hfASo, weasend
all of that to the district
attorney. | took screenshots and
1 sent it all... They rearrested
him under $500,000 bond. And
thist me, he dodnbdét ge
Nearly two years after the

crash )Nisbetentereda guilty

o S s AW L% 1 AN
Figure 33 The GMC vehicle that Joyce Gaskill was
driving when she and her best friend were killed in 2008. degree murdeiand his driver

Source:Hilary Brindley.

pleato two counts of second

license was permanently
revokedby aLenoir Countyjudge Nisbetis serving awenty-two-year, five-monthsentenceén a
North Carolingprisons¢
At sentencingNisbetsatin courtwhile Hilary read aloud fronmer 3,654word

victim impactstatementShedescribedhaving heffirst child amid tragedy anspboke ofthe

June 4, 2009, https://www.carolinacoastonline.com/news_times/news/article_f8e451a€1951-528d-94f1-
f8d3869addef.html; HeOl Ow. UUOEOEOwW?, EOw&1 OUwhWw8l EUVwl OUw#1T EUT woOl w' (w6 O
2010, https://www.carolinacoastonline.com/news_times/news/article_2df02b4f-cb235beaab71-b57¢1129bd54.html.
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outpouring of love from friends, including funeral visitations that dmeave1,000people ina

nightfor her mother and Mrs. Johnsdtilary told Nisbet incourtthat day
The only thing that really stands out about the week though was seeing Mama in
hercas ket . |l didndét recognize her. I di dn
pretty face. That pain still gnaws at me Mr. Nesbitt [sic]. | almost lost it standing

there looking at heir a face | could not recognize. Still | had to remain strong
becauseta t hat point | was 38 weeks pregnani

A woman of deep Christian faithiilary ended her statement bglling Nisbet she forgave Imn

but added | priay your days will be filled with restlessness, your nights with torment, and that

you and your family will ponder all the pain and agony that your decisions have caused in the

past 703 da\ysanfhiversaesolf| hefr uno.t d e sharedhedidgimt h Hi |l a

impact statement on hewn Faceboolprofile. The practice is her way belpgng toprevent

impaired drivingwhilekeepngh er mot her 6 s memory al i ve:
|l try to do it every year ¢é | donodt wan
ike, 6Oh, here she is, sheds sharing that
feedback. And wuswually therebés new peopl
thatdo@ know the story. | may never know i
did.

After Hilary shared the statemert April 26,2015,the postvas sharedgixty-five timeson

FacebookTwentynine comments included message®w€, hope, sorrowand recognition of

Hi | ar y 0 9 frisnd whe wagin the. courtroonwhenHilary read tle impactstatement

wroteon Facebook hat she kept Hil aryds mot haedrtoldand Mr s

Ou
m:
Ou

TUDOEOI a0Ow? ( OxEEUOwW2U0UEUI O 60O~ wd
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h er welwdl to odir best to make sure those children know them, love their memory and
know how much they are loved ........ Always.

In addition topractices okharing pictures and scriptusa Facebookpbjects link
Hilary to her motherWhile she wa®n Harkers Islandbr the funeral, Hilaryisited the
impoundl ot t o s e enangledGMOnhéewaseseadcking for answeperhapsome
kind of closure. She wantdd understand why her mother and Mrs. Johrdidmot survivethe
wreck Transported to their final moments, Hilary sewth her own eyefiow the forceof the

col l i si on p ussdr sedtinto the backsedthe #ahidle Sheexplained

| think it was upsetting to us to know that they spent their last moment not
surrounded by family. It was gopldthink, that they didd& know it was coming
€ that was where they left this earth. That was where they 8panlast
second® in that car on the side of the road.

After the funeral, o the drive home to Candler, Hilary pulled off busy Highway 70 and walked
around the crash site, a place she Viaited about a dozen times since the wrBgka light pole
shefound abroken GMC emblem frorh e r  m ov¢hitleand@asriedit homebecause it was
fia piece of her in some wayo

Hilary kept the emblem in kitchen drawefor years, and around the
anniversaries of hdsretrievechand held thé embldaeeminder, of teeh e
violent wreck Now, the symbolof catastrophsitsamong other mementas a blue plastic tub
with the Vera Bradley diaper bag ahdrmo t h @herpessonal possessigribe objects that

stir upmemoriesanda sense of her preseniogheirreversiblevoid. Among the keepsakes

8 DOEUAa w! UD OE O lAgrniCee) 20%% ithsE/\wiv@aOebaak.com/notes/hilary -gaskill -brindley/victim -
impact-statement-march-2010/10153204569423150.

9 Hilary Brindley, Interview with author, Zoom, June 27, 2020.
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datelesgliarywi t h her mot her 0;samakbup cageh brissh vatistrasds of i pt ur e
her mdairlkerdwinédmn the bristlesapursefrom the GMCthatholds a wallet, eyeglasses,
checkbook, and medicine bottle

crushed from the impadf the

collision; and scores afards
the bittersweestacks of
sympathy messages and new
babyboy congratulationsHilary
describecherritual:

Every so often
for some reasgn
| take everything
out of that box
and look through
it. | do the same
thing on the
anniversary of
when my dad B
died. | get articlesfj & 3
that were in the bt &
newspaper about
him missing, and

when they died.

And ... | dor@

know if itGs

because | want to Figure 34: Hilary Brindley holds the GMC emblem
relive ... Not that f UOOwWI 1T UwdOUT T UzUwYI T PEOI &

| want to relive it,
but | dor@ want to forget them or the circumstanées.

0 bid.
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On the twelfthanniversaryf her mothed s ¢ Apr@l 26h2020 Hilary shared a
graphicof aBible verserom John 16:3®n herFaceboolprofile: fiHer e on earth yo
many trials and sorrows. But take heart, beca
verse appeared on t he b a c kthebdcebdok post,iHitatwioter 6 s f u
aboutone dayseeng her motheandMrs. Johnsno, andherhope ofspendhg eternitywith them.
FaithisHi | ar y 6 s st gepgelingherdhropgharpaindhat isforever woven into the

fabric of her lifeir

1t Hilary Brindley, Interview with author, Zoom, June 27,2020; ' DPOEUa w! UPOEOI aOw? %EET EOOO0O2 w xU
https://www.facebook. com/hilary.brindley/posts/10158176451334659.
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DorothyMcLean: 6 She o6 | | never serwatemnsdwagh otriyrae t hat 01

As they drove around Laurinburg on erraridseyrothy McLearandhertwenty
threeyearold daughter Shahatalked about new beginningder daughteplanned to return to
community college to earn an associ@degredn early childhood educatn. AndDorothy, who
worked inproperty managaeentand lived in Fayettevilleapologizedo her daughteior not
being more available over the past eight morifltsothy had beemia bad placeSheleft an
abusive relationshipnd wanted hedaughter to know she loved hérfherewere times |
wouldnd come around her because there were things Gdigimt her to see or kngashe

recalled 2

While they made their way to locations to sliopchurchshoeson Sundayandto
drop dftheirc hi huahua B eholisathegcomnitted taa fresmsthiiogietheri |  f e | t
like, as a mother, | needed to ask her, explain to her that | went through a rough point and that it
was going to be better from that pgindb D o r ofil asked hefarifodgiveness, and she said
she forgave me Suddenly, aPorothysteerecher 2010 Lincoln MKZsouth on U.S. 404ith
her daughtein the passenger seatdriver travelingin the opposite directioon U.S. 401ran off
the right side of the roaahdcrossedhe centerline nt o D o r .@dortihy 8asv thblaen e
ToyotaCamrycoming towarcher. Adgifast as she was coming, | knew | had to do something,
and so | went to move over to keep her from hittingdrDerothy saidBut it was too latethe

vehicles colldedfir i ght highitdd d d hdt 35gnfowe o

12 Dorothy McLean, Interview with author, In person, January 11, 2020. Unless otherwise noted, all quotes by

Dorothy McLean in this section are from the interview with her on January 11, 2020.

13 North Carolina H ighway Patrol collision investigation packet, which includes a crash report and field diagram and

measurements of the collision scene) OT 1 OD ET w# 850 BamalBodidddQoanty Y-23-lut O 2 uh) 201824 wl
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After the impacta strangeistoppedo help Worried about her daughtevho was
crying, Dorothyasked the person to check on.li&eeding heavily from a knee wound, Dorothy
coul dndt W\wechrib h e oudd ulpdtende shédbeggedihat daughter from the
dri veridsu sste ata,ke deep breaths, just breathe, |

breathenormad T h e p e r s otried o hedpShaharawhife ®alothycontinued to

reasseher AEverything is
going to be okay. Ever o]
Dorothyd s | a s tof the scenésiofibeing
inside anambulancewhere emegency responders
toldhert h e f J a wascue tbowdauld bee 0
needed to removBhahardrom the carDorothy
laterdescribed
The next thing | know, | woke up. |
was in the hospital. And | kept
asking them where was she at. Anc
nobody would say. | asked the
nurse, and the nurse was lik#)
check on iHAnd then the next thing
| know was the police officer came
in, and he tad me that she didh
make it.
Figure 35: Dorothy McLean, right,
Dorothywasseventeeeass old, a with her daug hter, Shahara. Source:
Dorothy McLean.
seniorin Scotland High Schoathen she gave
birth to Shahara, her only chilbespite the stigmaf high school pregnanciporothy stayed in
school andived at homewith her parentswho helped raise Shaha&herecalled
| remember hearing peopfehow t heir parents said, 6Oh

anything. Sheods dgsoiginogi g tdoo dadhitsh atadtn db esc
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pregnant, and | was a single mother. But | had my mother and my father there for
me. | went off to college after | had her. THelped take care of her. They took
care of her for me to go to school. If it woudtlhave been for them, | probably
would have ended up a statistic pretty much.

D o r o tmiotiied vgorkedor a group homeompany andherfatherwasretired so he had more
time to spend with Shahar a. D emowgh$legptesdowalt her
in school aftelShahara was born. Held her to put the white bassinet in his bedraimight,so

he andD o r o tmthieécsuldtend toShahaa

when she woke up.

Over the years, Dorothyorked
up to three job$o provide for Shahar®n
movie nighs, they covered a coffee tatde
homewith black trash bagand spread
S h ahar a oseafobdashronp antceb
legsi acrosghe table Theysat on the flogr
eatingandwatchinga mo v was alwafysl t
just me and hed Dorothy saidA protective

mother,Dorothyboughtlife insurance policies

on herself because she expected to die before

Figure 36: Shahara McLean graduated
from Scotland Christian Academy. Source: her daughterfi | had one | ife insu
Dorothy McLean.

on her,and | hadthreeonme& Dor ol hy s ai
expected something would happen to me before it eygremeed to her. And | just wanted to

make sure if something happened to me, she wa
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Passionate about early childhood education, Shajraduated from Scotland
Christian Academyn Laurinburgandthenattended Richmond Community Collelgefore going
toUniversityofMount Ol ive. fAShe | oved kids, 0 her mott
S h a h gnadeddsopped at Mount Olive, Dorothy encourdgsdo take a semester off keep
herfinancial aidsecureln the weekdefore thecarcrash, Shaharavho was living with her
grandmotherprganizecher paperworkand registeretb attendRichmond Community College
to study foran associate degrdaut shedid not get the chande returnto school Shaharavas

twenty-three when shdiedon US 401on July 23, 2016.

Nearlyfivey ear s aft er h ®orothy astillgvMaiting foréesolutbre at h ,
in the casagainst the other driveiilm still not seeing justice with,dshe saidn the summer
of 2020. The North Carolina Highway Patrsuspectedhat Christina Lynn Radford, the driver
of the ToyotaCamry hat cr as hed ,wasimpairdthbthedimenoftitesvrecka r
Radford, who was thirtgevenand survived the crashada revoked r i Mieenséasd

fictitious registration plate* At first, Dorothy said, prosecutors told her they had a strong case

against Radfordbut the process dragged fon several yearsleepening heaingerand sadness
Already feeling lost withouShaharaDorothyhad to muster up theill to get out of bedr not
cry on days tatay on top of complicatezburtproceedings and decisions. She wasructed
not discuss the case with the mediad at timesDorothyfelt like the person under

investigationSheexplained

| candt get her back, and 1 6m going thr
everything is just taki nglteialtydtsucks.l | . ¢é T
And | & m maid beimgenoadeutcsfezl like | took a car and crashed into

14 Dorothy McLean, Interview with author, Zoom, July 18, 2020 ; North Carolina Highway Patrol collision
investigation packet, which includes a crash report and field diagram and measurements of the collision scene.
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somebody. And itéo t é ene tnie gding throughter way
ol d

s
court case, they t me, OWas there an
about that could be brought é@Yo@ddaFi r st
test, there was no drugs in my system. There was nothing. So, tell me, what can

they bring up?

According todocumentsn Superior Court in Scotland Countiiree months after
the crashRadford was indicted ovariouscriminal charges, including felony death by vehicle.
The indictmensaidthat Radfordi wi | | f lulhy ot lewtaiucral IS\W@ahar ads de
Awhehgaged in the off e@nsae dhiftinpairedeaving offehsed r i vi ng
was t he pr oxi ma tiftectieunsiegmenth OctolherRk016l teeavheels aj
justice moved sloly for Dorothy. It would be April 201&eforeRadford entered a pled guilty
to DWI andfelony death by vehicldn the plea,Radfordmaintainecher innocenceA judge
sentencedRadfordto 64 to 89 months in prisonbut the judge suspended thsgéntenceas part of
the arrangemenistead Radford would belaced orsupervisegrobation for60 months as
long as sheompletedl20 days in a substance abuse treatment center beginning on July 1, 2018,
followed by 120 days in prison beginning on July 1, 2H®&wvever,Radforddid not enter
treatment, violating the agreemeAtjudgeamended the agreement, ordering Radford to serve
120 days in prison beginning in March 2019, followed by the remaining 120 days begmning
March 2020As of this writing Radfordhas onlyserved the first part of the sentenDerothy
said a probationféicer told her that because of health risks associated with coronavirus in

congregate settingRadford has not served the rest of the sentiemd¢be death of Shahata

5 Ui Ol aw6i OOOEOOwW? ( OEPEUOI OU?2 wep2 UEUT wOi w- OU0T w" EUOOPOEW" OUOU
18|n a text message on March 17, 2021, Dorothy McLearconfirmed that Christina Radford ha d not yet served the
remaining sentence.
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fEven without the coronavirus,
Dorothy saidjit still wasnd enough
time.Butt he real ity
serve enough ti

satisfactiory for

Today,Dorothyis

strugglng to rebuild heisense of

selfwithout heronly child in her R
Figure 37: Shahara McLean's grave. Source:
life. Shelost her jobandat times has Dorothy McLean.

lostthestrong faithand trusin God

that once fuelethesermons she delivered while working in the church ministry. Her feelings of
outrage at God have been difficult to proc&wehas not foundheanswer for as she puts it,

why her daughter is gonezhenpeoplewho do wrongstill walk the earthShe fights animpulse

at revengeacknowledgng thatfithere are days | really want to do something to get back at her

for taking my chil d. |l dondét act on. ot, and |

Dorothyvolunteered for Mothers Against Drunk Driving for a bit atarted
therapya monthafter the crasbecause she wanted a safe outletiareherfeelings and
experience. Counselingvas a big step becauBerothyis a quietperson who keeps her
emotions bottled up. She stoppbdrapy restartecandstoppedagainbecause shielt judgedby

the therapistvho she saidid notunderstandher periods of intense bereavement

73 EQAEW6 EOOEE]I Ow?) UET Ol -Grélany RunbxUi T G0 8531 » wed 2AE UG Bl Qi w- OU 0T w" EUOOD O
March 18, 2019)3 EOA EwW6 EOOEET Ow?) UET O1 00Uy . UET Uw. Uw. UT T Uw#bUxO0UDPUDPOO? u
June 24, 2019)McLean, Interview with author, July 18, 2020.
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Instead of understanding what | was really going through, it was more like he
thought | was more | want to say so depressed that | needed to be hospitalized.
And it6s nd that | was depressetiCs just theré a part of my heart that is gone. |
wasré depressed to the point | was going to kill myself or anything like that. |
wasrét going to harm myselg 1 lost everything when | lost her.

Dorothy saida problemwith therapy is session®nly gatherinsights ofanemotional state oa

particularvisit, and that singleappointment couldall on aparticularlybad day. She wished her
therapisthadwidened the lens dner overallstatus Justbecauseshe sobbdon the coucliior
mostofasessiomi dndt mean s he iviybe yuwnedd o sdhaduleto sekeemes e | f
the next day or the day after that to see if

betterd she said.

In theenduing void without herdaughter, Dorothyolds onto Shaharahrough
keepsakeandconnects with hedaughtethroughmemorial practicedHer daughtetoved music
and dancedavith thepraise teann church. Shharaconfidently moedand waedworship flags
with her eyes closedtirring up the spirit inrher mothemwho watched with prideAfter Shahara
died, her mother had threeas madewithh er dau g ht e mpraisedabceteaan and r ed
uniforms.Flags on the beagge craftedrom thegold band on the uniforenDorothy gave a bear
t o Shahar aonetoHemisce antl kept ene fr hersefiWhen | look at it, | just think
ofher 6 Dor ol hgasavdsually see her wi Ddiothher danc
alsotreasures 8lack female preachdigurine that Shahara bought for her at Dollar Taéter
Dorothy delivereder first sermonThe figuresat on the mantlat theirhomefi | t 6 s wor t h a

mi | I i on b uc ks Ddrathysaie. TomarkgShaharénbkirthdayon February 15
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Dorothy, friends and familjpavereleasd red balloonssome in the shape of hea@éS ha har ad s
gravesiteor Dor ot fityoo o rh oige awareness so that maybe
affecting my family and think twice before th

been doing drugsind they deide to drived

Speaking outoud to Shahara helps Dorothy feel closest to her daughteng
theworst momentsvhen reality sinks in, J J
whenthe sickening feeling sweeps in,
when therealizationsesin. Sh e 6 | |
seeShaharas f ace. Benhe
walk across @ommencement stagad
fulfill a dream of opening a daycare \
Shedl | neaughemargar h|
become a motheTalkingto Shaharat
the grave, bidding her good morniragnd
askingShahardor strengthto get through

a daysupports Dorothyhrough difficult

still talking to h TR e ! ere wi
Figure 38 Dorothy McLean sits on her
me,0 sheexplained porch with a memorial bear made with her
daughter z praise dance team uniforms. Photo by
As Dorothynavigateghe Leanora Minai.

day-to-day despair, includingeliving the wreck in her mind arfdeling frustratedver the

punishment the other driver receiystietalkedin the summer 020200 f st arting a ASl
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McLean Schol ar telmelppthefs anéleeplhert i on o
daughter 6s me meaidghewmmtddiowese Dor ot h
Facebook tanvite collegebound students to write an essay

about howlosing someone frordriving whileimpaired

affecedthem A committeewould pick the best essayd

awardup to five winners up to $508ach Theweight ofnot

seeing her daughter andsifattered teamsremainheavy to

bearil wasnbét ex,ptecldrmagl hyeas daiod .go

expecting to | o&se her in a car

Figure 39: Shahara

McLean gave her mother this

figurine after Dorothy McLean
delivered her first sermon.
Source:Dorothy McLean.

18 McLean, Interview with author, July 18, 2020.
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LisaHarrisonn. | tds a much better day for me to mi

After walking aroundhe Durham Farmers Market, Lisa Harrison and her
husband decided to take advantagearhefree timeon a pretty springday. Theirdaughter was
atcollege in Charlottand theirthreesons werealoing their own thingsothe Harrisongook a
drivetoA When Pi gz FI y, @asstati® in ®RaleighWhite thay briowsedheo r i ¢
repurposednetal, glass and textiket, their oldestchild, Nate calledtheir mobilephone It had
been a week since Lisa talkedNate and he wasbout 30 minutes awayn the other side of
Raleighandinsisted on stopping byé store teseethem.His parents thought maybe something
was wrong a speeding ticket or money maitbutafter Nate arrived, theyealizedhe just
wanted tospend time with them. Theshoppedogether 6br metal art, bowls and yard spinners
rockedin a big swing in the sunshirandtalked about a gi from work whom Natevas planning
to see that evenirgta cookait. filn so many ways, we just had the greatest,vikisa recalled.
Whenthetime camdor themto part Nate and his parentaiggedandheclimbed into his car
and pulled awayl.isawaved and wichedas hersord sar disappead kicking up dustlongthe
gravelroad?®

After the cookoutNatehadplannedto watchthe Floyd Mayweather and Manny
Pacquiadight on televisionwith friendsfrom Riverside Hgh Schoolin Durham As he drove
west on asection 0ofSR1633in DurhamCounty, however he tooka curvetoo fast crossed the
center lineandlost control othis 2004 Volkswagenaccording to the North Carolina Highway

Patrol His carstruck autility pole beforecoming to astop in the shoulder @ T-intersection

19] jsa Harrison, Interview with author, January 4, 2020. Unless otherwise noted, all quotes by Lisa Harrison in this
section are from the interview with her on January 4, 2020.
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His parents were sleeping whene of theirsors enteedthe bedroonmaround 11:30 p.non May

2, 2015to tell them about the wreckheyknew Natesuffered critical injuriesbud i dndt know
thedetails They quietly dressed, Lisa wearitige brown corduroys and blue-ghirt that shestill

keeps in a drawer at homaeddrove to Duke University Hospitdh the emergency roorihere

worried friends gathed Lisa, her husbandon and her parentsere uskered to a conference

room. Health carproviders one in tearsshared theeries ofevents Nate was in a car crash

emergency workensitubated him at the scenes he came out of the CT scearthehospita) he
waspulsdess They opened\ a t ehéstto apply direct
cardiac stimulation, buted i d n 0 t. Befareshe heard
theirreversibleconclusion Lisalet out awail.20

ADo you want? athaspitg staffs

memberasked

In thehospitalbed,twenty-four-yearold Nate

lookedasleep, a blankelrawnt o hi s neck.

what to do Sheeventuallypeeled back the blankemcoveed Figure 40: Nate
Harrison. Source:?There is

he r saoms and rubbed his hanaisdfeet and touched his  One More of Us ? memory
book, courtesy of Lisa
face and hairtUnprepared foanexperiencdew, if any, plan Harrison .

for, Lisaregrets nobathing Nate,amo t h e r 6 saratakirig8haiinagiod fill ing a basin
with warm water andbvingly washinghis body with a clothShe later explained
| wish so much that | could go back and do it again and cuddle up to him or lay

down or at least sort of lay all over him and hug him a little. Because | was very
aware.even at the time, you will never be with this body again.

20M.A. Dorando, ? #, 8 KNw" UEUT w1l xOU0wnOUO?» wp- OUUT w"' EUVOODPOEwW#DBbYDBUDPOOWO
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Nathan Leonardi N a Harisonwas about one month shy of his@&rthday
when he diedn May 3, 2015, one 01,380 people killed itraffic crashes in North Carolina that
year, alcohol was a factor in 30 percent of the fataliti@dcohol wasa contributing factor in
N a t edastsacircumstancehat Lisa shareBecause her sdradstruggled with drinkingand
haddeveloped a high alcohollemance She saidhatonthe night of thecrasth er s onds al c ¢
concentration wasverNo r t h  C kegaldimii2irrand the beginnind,isa maintained an
opennesa bout herifeoaldlsowierag hNat e 6 theirfriefibyewnitthgs t 0 e x g
messagesmeseuc hy oaus ifn pangadui ser es oaneldeaaim$harpiau | s ou
pen onthecoffin to navigatingdifficult conversationgbout the craslhi A the months and stuff
havegonebyl 6 ve al so f el t IoisHeeaidin thé&days afterdche wreck,onar y t &
friends erected a memorial at the utility paligh aninscribedpizza box and’-shirts Tar Heel
gnome and other memorabilia. Theamorialis gone, buapinkc | emat i s fl ower t ha

sister planted at therashsiteremainedn his memory

29 - OUU0T w" EUOOPOE Wl Yk w3 UET I PEwWw" UEUT WHEEUU? wp- 8" w#bYDBDUDOOWOIT
https://connect.ncdot.gov/business/DMV/Pages/Crash-Facts.aspx 4.

22| isa Harrison, Interview with author, February 28, 2020.

23 Lisa Harrison, Interview with author, February 28, 2020; There Is One More of Us.d. This book made after Nate

' E UUBD U O Ocpritaing dictingd, writings , and social media posts in memory of Nate. | viewed the book during my

interview with Lisa Harrison on January 4, 2020.
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At an early agd\atewas fascinated by how things workietatteriesmotors,
car alternatorsHewas thefirst kid whoraisel his hand when a teacher asked a questi@ass
Heloved wherhis father reaélouda passage from abk about the history of oiNateandone
of his brothershared all kindef dreamsOne time theyfound anactualRussian submarinfer
saleandconvinced themselveakey couldcome up with $600,000 fouy it, dock it and name it
thei US S H a Big-heartedn Nate embraced a large circlelo§ehigh school friendsvho

were devoted to each oth&lategraduaedfrom the University of North Carolina at

- & Js

Chapel Hill

in 2013with a major in

At UNC, healso
volunteered as a
defensive coaching
intern for theTar Heels
football team After
college Nate moved to

Louisiana for a jolwith

Figure 41: Friends and family wrote messages to Nate
Harrison on his coffin with Sharpie pens.  Source:?There is One
More of Us 2 memory book.

a political party and then
to Arlington, Virginia.

By then, Lisa explained, Nate had developeliaking habitwhile lonely andunhappy away
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from home When he decidedtoet urn t o North Carolina, Nate p
Coming Homeodo essay L thdbasketbalUpayatecddedvorieave ®iamih e n
and return home to €Veland to play for the Cavaliefsate wrote in parin hisversionof the
announcemertb family and friends Al n Nort h Carolina, nothing i
" I ' |l 6m ready to accept the

comi ng »home. 0

I n the years since
death Lisa hasfound solace imerother
children,closefriendships, andsymbolic
objects andactile practiceghat bind her to
NateSever al mont hs after |
she gotatattooof a butterfly on her arm
withthephr ase, @Al 6,0 comi ng
referencdo the email Nate sent to friends
and family when he decided to move back

to North CarolinaShe picked a butterfly

because maniutterfliesappeared when

Figure 42 Lisa Harrison shows the tattoo
of a butterfly in memory of her son. Photo by
Leanora Minai .

friends and family dropped byerhouse to
express their condol ence

sent them, 0 Lisa thonhgeht kithoeaybfterrthe erdsheiglsbors t he t i

24There Is One More of Us
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planted a memorial garden with flowering plants in her backy&ithout thatjoy of caring for

her sonthe @rdenisL i sautfesii | n  a heobsgryed, s

thatdéds the most | ively memorial thing t
this was a great, great gift to give us
music on in my headphones and | just kvory ass off in the garden and | kind of
think about him and . . I 6m a 1@ tl ljeu angaw ;ieds sardd
good to work hard, to attend to that
From the first moments dferloss, Lissd r eaded fAf eel i nhgsinterdionatla I agai n
foughtworries oversmall thingan life such as traffic and jostress Shewanted to hold on her
connection with Natéy bridgingaspects ofhe past and presenBheimaginesrubbing
sunscreen ohis skin at the beach
or on their porchTo dull a
restlessnesshewalks up toten
mileson somedays losing herself
in thoughtwith each stepdl  d o &
want life to feel normal anymore ..§ o7t G { A
| s~ SR Y T I -
life changed bisa explained Figure 43: Lisa Harrison works in the memorial
garden for her son at home. Source:Lisa Harrison.
And | donc.. . _ ...,
want to live my days withowd either celebrating Nate or missing Nate. | just
dondt want ,ittod scdetténtasctor. me ® miss Nate and have a
terribly sad missing Nate day themou know to be so involved in the other stuff
that | dondt have that awareness of hayv
Lisa has keppossessione mbedded wi t h h.Sheknsewearlps per so
on that she wantettingsi n pl ace fAso that we Oneighbdrbuta ng wi t h
small boxthath ol ds Nat ebdés passport, the smmrtphone h

ornament fr om N aahdeothekeepsakesShepraSdrvedhcolleatimefNat e 6 s
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mason jarandfashionedheminto alight fixture that hang®ver thef a mi dinjngreom table

She kepiN a t €abosna shirts and five or six pairs vk size 13 shoeandconsiderednaking

pillows or a quiltout of his clothingin a closet at her hom&he very task of deciding what to do

wi th Nateds hbied odhegya tnhy sc Fou Hasedko nsovediis stusf but of His

apartment, and you have to decide right tivbere yodre going to put thatstyffo Li.sa sai d
fiAnd ités very hard to doend so | saved the ;
things that were familiar to me, thatlilseen

him in, and that | really liked him 2

Today, Lisa keeps a piece of

Nate with her every day through the heart

pendant hanging around her neck. Imprint
wi th Nateds aningpressiont
collectedat the fureral homethejewelry
helps Lisa éel close to Nate, especially
when e runs hefingers across thedges

of histhumbprint fil like to feel thebumps
and itods co,mf osrhte nsgu..:_#m

Figure 44: Lisa Harrison holds a necklace

~ o N o~ A

.é when | putiton, loften x1 OEE OU wp b Uright ithunwbpriot PhatoU

wonder , OWil I by Leanora Minai.
notice my necklace today an
wi || they ask me about it and wil |l I

25 Harrison, Interview with author, February 28, 2020.

105



something | wonder. When |
got it, | wanted it to be a part /
of him with me and | also
wanted a secondary thirdgy
people are going to ask you ‘
about this necklace and yoe \'
going to get to talk abouim.
At a pointduring herbereavemerjburney,
talking with friendsaboutherlossgrew
awkward Friends have not askéerto stop
talking about Nater to be done witltgrief,

butfithe truthis) s h e e at@keatdinn

point people are .done talking about it, kind

Figure 45: Lisa Harrison displays the
of, or a lot more uncomfortabfe. | n r e Spotify playlist she pulls up w hen she visits
T T UwUOO6zUwWl UEYT Bw/ 106

years,sheadded il have moved into a more
private holding ora

LisaregularlyvisitsNat e 6 s a Chapeldddl MeémerialShepulls weeds
andchecksa planter, ensuing seahells and rocks amarangedaround it.Sheand her soshared
a love for music, sat the gravesheopensa thirty-songSpotify playlist caledfinatesh a r @ns 0

her smartphone

| sit down or lay down on the bench. Usually now | lay down orbéreh, so my
headdbs kind of where his head woul d
feel l'ike I'dm as close to him as |
picked out.
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Wh en i t deave whicime alwtays hartbr herto do, Lisatells Nate she loves him and
runsher hand wer theengravedetters ofhis name ortheflat stonegravemarkerthat reads,

ALet your hea®t not be troubl ed

26 Harrison, Interview with author, February 28, 2020; ? - EUT EQuw+1 OOEUE ws --BO5j- %@ OESEH 00 drwphuNN
accessed January 3, 2021, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/146105440/natharieonard-harrison.
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Anne Bennett6 | t 6s a |l ong, hard journey, full of pai

TheOctober 4, 1994ssueof GardnetWe b b Uni ver si tyds campus
The Pilot,w a s vefydifficult issue to publish according to editor Jason Farr. TheSp e c i a |
editioninmemagy of P at spannddamnpagedOn the front pagdyrief articles offered
information about thearcrash andheuniversityd sesponse, andghotograph showed the U.S.
and university flagsathatha st as a @ ¢ @Apsemdynan unknewniauthdre r .
appealed to Patty, Al dondét view your death a
paths will crossUntil then I praywe allan c ope €

Inside thememorialissue the editorexpressed a conceriitoo often we
sometimes let the loss of a loved one slip into the back of our minds and soon they become a
di stant meampusnewsperdidifwant ed Pattyobleredind e to be |
tangi bl e way. @AThat theseditboireo tpair pioWe dddndthiwants
remember her dNeattoh h e b e mibiekeight gesple haredomemories of
Patty,notinghersmileandq ui et d e me a mever dowii dh artydrga studans
offered A pagefeaturedfour photographs of Patgs sheclimbedtall rocks andsmiledwith
friends at the New River Gorge West Virginiai Pat ty wi |l |l al ways be rem
for t he piduredaptonresnd Onthalastpageof the issueuniversity officials shared
sentiments, includingne fromanadministrator whose serenity at hoorea Saturday evening
in Septembel994was shattered whéris telephone rang, putting in motiartrip to the

emergency room anteartwrenchingt e | e p h o fmiree wil anake me forget many of the

12371 w/ DOOUS ws O aréeht, Dgebér 04, WNKOKU( OET T whuO? wOO8 whiNNKr Y YY Kwegp. E0O
http://newspapers.digitalnc.org/lccn/2015236562/199410-04/ed-1/seq1/.
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details surrounding September @d/rotethevice president for university relationdout | will

never forget how weok care of one another

On September 24, 199RattyBennettwastossng a frisbee with friends atneoff-

campushousen the small town of Boiling Springs near Charlotteen afellow GardnerWebb

student pulled up ihis 1992Ford
Mustang convertible.

AWant to
ride?0.he asked

Pattywas reluctant
at first butsheclimbed inthe back
sliding to the middle seatvhich
did not havea seat beltThe driver
i carrying fourGardnerWebb
studentd droveaway, and &out
tenminuteslaternear Shelbyhe
wasdriving southon a stretchof
road passing farmlandt75 mph

As he rounded a curweo fast he

lost control of thé=ord Mustang

Special edition in memory of Patty Bennett

l0-4-44

Dorvee! ba Meluin

Gardner-Webb University

» THE PILOT

Memories

of Patty
see page 3

No.3 October 4, 1994

‘The Official Campus Newspaper

Bolling Springs, NC

Tragic accident takes student's life

by Jason Farr
editor

27. Many of Patty’s friends spoke out about
m:rcmyumx ng had written a song in

words of eocouageeai {or bers o emem:

On Saturday, September 24, five students  ber.

accident that incloded one fatal

Patricia (Patty) Benncu

from Westchester, Pean:

sl O injudés suflred i e Moo
dent. Orbersin injored o ecidentnclded
James Nickell, Gakunga Mburu, Dana Jones
and Heather Love.

James is still in Carolina’s Medical Cen-
ter in Charlote. Gakunga is back on campus
and Heather and Dana were both treated and
released.

A memorial service for Patty was held
in the Dover Chapel on Tuesday, September

‘The University provided a means for stu-
dents (o travel to Patty’s funeral in Pennsylva-
nia. A chartered bus departed on Wednesday,

are-  September 28 at 5:00 am. All who attended

were excused from classes and were provided
with meals on the trip.

Patty’s parents have asked that n lieu of
flowers, donations be made t0 a scholarship
fund that they have established.

Donations should be sent to:

Patty Bennett Memorial Scholarship

% Downington National Bank Trust

701 East Lancaster Avenve

Downington, Pennsylvania 19335,

tragedy the staf.
andadhulmmlwpt 7sonsel Aave reached out o all

ko el the effects of losiag a dear fienct

University y response defines motto

by Michacl Owens
stalf writer

As its motto, the university has coined
the phrase, “People Who Care.” After the
mcwa|mhwokmlreormor

the other students involved.
Snndly was an emotionally draining day
for the campus as a whole. To help students
and faculty deal with thei feclings and emo-
tions, counselors were on hand.
In an atlempt o provide students with
salc transporation to Patty's funcral semce |
the

our own, ht to live up
to this often quoted expression.

‘When the accident happened, both Dean
Scott and Wayne Johnson were out of town.
Left to handle the situation was Vice Presi-
dent of University Relations, Scoot Dixon.
After checking on the students involved, it was
his responsibility to inform the parents.

M. Dixon was the first University ad-
‘ministrator 10 speak with Patty's parents.
Dixon said making the call was very difficult,
but, “T had the easy call. Those receiving the
news had the tough call.”

Dean Scott arived back into town around
11 pm that night. He and Way

provi
ncnmandb\n.nnocmxc,formywmdg |
cided to go. Dean Scott had the cafeteria open |
at5 am on Wednesday moming to make break- |
fast and lunch for those traveling to Pennsyl- |
vania. Then he met with those going and had !
awond of prayer.

The whole incident was described by |
Scott as “very tragic, very unfortunate.” But |
even out of a sad and difficult situation can |
good evolve. Already one person in Patty's |
hometown has accepied Christ. |

“This truly has been a very difficult time
for everyone at GWU. But fummﬂdy ‘when

began to coordinate the effort to keep both stu-
dents and parents informed of the injuries suf-

dealing with this, s0lo he-
roes, for lnu:mlybeennlumelronot
“People Who Care.”

Jrom up in the Mdlt.rtkymblf
and dust us off when we fall
1don's view your death as a loss
and in eternity I can only hope

I cross.

that now in Heaven painis every mile!
Author Unknown

In Memory of
Patricia (Patty) Bennett
June 6, 1975 - September 24, 1994
“Out of owr hands and into the hands

of God."

URT Mg

Figure 46: The memorial edition of the Gardner -
Webb University newspaper published in Patty
Bennett's honor. Source:newspapers.digitalnc.org.

and ran off the roasitruck aditch bank The impact threwPatty, who was nineteeand

beginning her sophomore yearto the dashboardf the Mustang Shi broke her neck and died

2937 1 w/ DOOUS w5 O @uréeht, Ogiebér 04, WoshliNdge b 2-4.
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instantly,0 saidher mother, Anne Benneffhedriver andotherpassengers all nineteeryears

old at the timé& were injured busurvivedthe crashThe driver was charged with driving while
impaired, and a few dayater, the chargevasupgradedo involuntary manslaughteThefatal
crashsent ripple effects across a campus community committed to Christian principles in the
foothills of North Carolinaand sparked whateuld become more than two decadegriéving,

sensemaking andhealingforPat t y 6.5 f ami | vy

On that Septembetayin 1994 nearly 600 miles away in West Bradford
Township, Pennsylvani® at t y6s mot her , wérandiifexent parte afthge wo si st
homewhen their pastounexpectedishowed uplnvited insidethe housgthe pastor tookhe
hand of P,avhotwgsateachiera tihlerhave some terrible news
beganOne of Pat t yiéwordsfronsanahersoorh an@d camde runnjramd the

Bennettfamily gathered around the pastor. Andso ateacherrecalled:

The pastor prayed with us. And-Wébb,peopl e
just O6How are you doing? We want to sen
people from the school. And every phone call, I saidtomy&elih ey 6 r e cal | i
say ités not really Patty. Her purse wa
that wasno6t what happened, but | convin
was going to be.

3 Anne Bennett, Interview with author, In -person, February 22, 2020Unless otherwise noted, all quotes by Anne

Bennett in this section are from the interview with her on February 22, 2020;, 8 586 w1 1 E Y849 Onash Repé&rt

%OUO0? wp- 6" 8 w# D Yehitldd,Gépred@benz4, ®94H;0 w5 EOa w! UEEUT T UOw?2" T EUT T UwbOw2EC
4 x 1 U E ETheeShealbyi StaiSeptember 26, 1994.
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A 1993 graduate of Downingtown Senior High Sohia PennsylvaniaPatty was
the middleof threechildren an athletavho competed irdiving and gymnasticand returned
homewith ribbons medalsand plaquesShe was flexible, coordinated kid whperformed
penny drops from thep bar of theoutdoor swing sedtripped of swingandwalked around the
house on her hand8«Ve took her to the circus when she was about three year©oldh er mot he
recalShedsafm there and put her Ilittle hand up,
swing set up a | ittl
dreamed of one day opening a gymnastics
gym and headed sout North Carolinaafter
graduatingrom high schooto study busiess
at GardneiWebh where she was a member ¢ | ey “ ‘ f h
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes ’ 2 M

In the aftermath of her

daught er 6 swho was fottyfive, A r

leaned orcommunitysupportand her

Christianfaith to get through the disbeljghe

painful momentsandthe countless timeshe

A 4

allowedhertears towildly flow while driving Figure 47: Patty Bennett, the gymnast.
Source:Anne Bennett.

homeafter a day of teaching M life was

like a big balloon 6 A n nidappymarridge, three beautiful daughters, and then somebody

came along that day and popped my balloégnf t er | earning of her daugt

weighed whether to makbedrive from Pennsylvanigo North Carolinatopack p Pat t y 0 s
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personal belongings her dorm roomThe taskloaded with distressing remindevggighed

heavy on her hearBheacknowledged® t oo emoti onal, too Aean@mot i ona
decidednot to go afteGardnerfWebbadministratorgalledto let her knowthatthe schoohad

chartered a bus to carry studeintsn North Carolinao West ChestelRennsylvaniaf or Patt y os

visitation and funeral.

Thestudentdeft
Boiling Springsat 5 a.mfor a12-
hour rideand arrived for the
evening serviceAnothergroup
of students droveeparately to
Pennsyl vania, carryi
belongingswhich included
clothing anda collection of dog
figurine knickknacksAfter the
servicesfriendsstayed behind to
visit with the Bennett family, and
they sorted through at t y 60 s

things BeforelongPat t y 6 s

_ _ friendshaddivvied upitems each
Figure 48 Anne Bennett holds the last picture that

she took of her daughter at Gardner -Webb University. keeping something speci@l T h e y
Photo by Leanora Minai.
felt like they were taking a piece

of herd Anne saidThreestuffedb e ar s wer e made from Padmegfoés gyn
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herT-shirts formed the panels of a quilt thle Bennetfamily. But Pat t y 6 svoutle s k a't
sit untouched fosix months before Anneouldsort throughthel e s k t hat percisr ed Pa-
swim medals, lettersardsand other keepsakes.I t h i fithk regs@nthat bexame one of

the hardest things for me to go through is | didn't have to really go through her élothes di d n 6t
even know what was going to be in therghe saidAfter Anne emptiednost ofP a t teghkd s

leaving some pencils and notepads in dravibesdesls at i n Patt yAdbneandedr oom
her husband moved to Charlgtiorth Carolinayears laterTheydonated the deskt®n n e 6 s

school district in Pennsylvanta.

Annereturned tdeaching twoveelsa f t er her daadga throughr 6 s de a
the earlydaysof bereavemenwith a weekly ritual thashe maintained faa few yearsa practice
that allowed her to unleastergrief, then start anewEvery Friday morning, Anne watched
forty-five-minuteVHS recording of the memorial service Gardiéebb hosted for Patty ats
North Carolina campu#\s shelisteredtoPat t yds f r i en @akduingthe cl as s mat
serviceabouthow Patty lovedlogs andhe beachAn ne 6 s b o d gweptlitovoltd gets s h

me into the heavy sobbing that you do with such a hardblosdanne r ecal | ed,

and when the tape was over, | would get in my car and | would go out to
Lancaster County where itodos the beautif
and wak around, and just enjoy nature and just again refill my cup.

As time passedinnewent from watchinghe recordingveekly to monthly anthen every few
months.Shestill hastheVHSt ape but tharecordingn yedrsdgokind) back Anne

notedhow important thectof cryingwasin stimulatingherhealingb e ¢ a wmespeadpls

4 Anne Bennett, Interview with author, Zoom, August 15,2020 ;! 1 UT EQa w! UEEUT 1 UOw? &KAotiru2 UUET OUUw
3U1 OwOOw/ Ea wwnb OE O uhe Shety Fdisepemii@urs 1901 00 02 w
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avoid things that make them cry. | learned very quicttnd avoid

the things that make you crWork through those things... The Bible |
says,dsod collects our tears in a bot&Ve are supposed to cry. We |

are supposed to grieve.

In her despairAnnefound consolatiohroughfaith

andpraye. Sheneedecnergyto function, to teacimath to care for

her family, and to endure the court process in Cleveland County, N Figure 49: Patty
Bennett. Source:Anne
Carolina At A n n sahl,impressedolleagues stopped her in the Bennett.

hal | Wenyb.odiy 6s tal king abodatthew. How do you do
askedfltés my faithin Gogd 6 P at t yfl prag tb kim e¢véryenmrning before | comeand

several times during the day. Anddh¢he one that has given me that strengis.not med

Three and a Hyears passed before the disposition indbertcase against the driver who

caused Pattyods death. Accor daskedthdjudgedonjale, even
time, the driver received five hundred hours of community seancdosthisd r i ver 6 s | i cer

for a year

To this day, Anne is disappointed with the outcarhthe caseandadmits that
she struggletb forgive the driverwho never personally apologizdalitshesaidthatsheand
her husband did not want to grow bittérthink in a situation like this,explainedAn né t 6 8
almost impossible for us to have that forgiveness in us. You ask God to give you the forgiveness,
and then youodre able to say it and mean it. B

our hunan abilityoUltimately, he f or gave the driver with a con

5 Bennett, Interview with author, August 15, 2020.
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mean forgetting. We do believe that when somebody has bad behavior, there should be

consequences to it.o

Sinceh er d a u g hAneehas beerdagarttadr led seweralfaith-based
grougs that help bereaved parents and familigsfirst, shedroveanhourfor asupport group
thathelped her because shas able tdelp others. Bethen starteé group hosting meetings in
her home in West Chester, Pennsylvania. After a year and a hdifystesla GriefShare
support grougat her church in Pennsylvanend vwhen she and her husband moved to Charlotte
they started GriefSharegroupat their new churchThe groupgrovided a way to honor Patty
andserval asan outletbecausgas Annesaid at some pointnaber eaved personods
people who have not experienced a similar lxsomeuncomfortable talking abothe death or
the deeasegersonFor Anne,who has six grandchildresharingstories about Pattyas
allowed her tdkeepPattyd memory alivefiPeople avoid you when you loseachild Ann e

explained,

€ especially when @& a sudden tragedy like an accident. | bet | cdiilclome up

with one person if really, really tried who coulditell you there were at least

some people whavhen they saw thepturned around and walked the other
direction. 16s almost like you have this dreaded disease that they could catch. You
lost a child and you lost it ira car accident? That could happen to anyone.

For the past ten yearAnnehas helpedrganize a annuakonferenceinder
Umbrella Ministries a support group founded in 1996 to help mothers through grief after the
death of a childin Septembe2019, ninety mothergatheredy the water in Ocean City, New
Jersey,foafi J our ney adnferertelheldert featubed workshops, inspirational
musial performancesandart activities Overthe weekend, mothersdikei nt o fAci rcl e

groups, andinneled a subsetrom a circlespecificallyfor mothers whose chitdndied in
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traffic crastes Beforehergroup wrapped up for the night, Anaslkedthe mothes, many of
whomhadn ot | aughed si n ®osharedfennyrstory dbotteidsonsor deat h, t
daughter That way, nmnewent b bedon a sad notéiTheyd & loved on from the time they

arrive until the time they leayed  Aaidh e

And as you see these moms come in, the first timerstiéttook You can just
tell theyde devastated. And you see them leaving with a smile and you see them
laughing with a group of moms the next day. Thegeblessing in that.

Annecannotundo the lasting losdputover the past 2years shehaskep her
d a u g hnemaryGakvethrough altruistic act€€ach yearbeginning in 1995, thBennett
family hasawarceda$500i Pat t y Bennett Meastudentddm Schol ar s hi
Downingtown High Schoalvho is eithela gymnastswim teamdiver, or student entering a
faith-based collegeA student bound for Gardn&Webb in the fall of 1995 received thest
scholarshipi W& e doing something nice éf art 6asn cat hgeoro ds t
feeling. 0O

Thatimpulse tohelp otherdhiasc ar r i ed over t duneHalwaysy 6 s bi |
asad remindeOn the firsto f P at t y afterthb crashieatd vaitly An n eldest
daughter away at collegthe family decided to go out to eat in Patty m e Bubtheysat
quietly overdinner, adepressingttempt at aradition that did nolast The followingyear, Anne

sponsoredmainternationat hi | d b o r n hdayn Soénaheadded assecbnd childt her
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home in Charlottepictures of the sponsored children hang fromréfegerator.The gestureof

goodwill help the children with school and faahdtheykeep Anne attached to heéeceased

by

daughter Thé more you help othets, s het sai mor dpyoagdt bekeal i ve. 0

With the pasageof time andthrough doving bond with her other daughters and
grandchildren, Annenow retired at seventy years oislable

Umbrella Ministries

Journey of the Heart to focus less on the loss. Betenwith mourning practices

East Coast Conference

September 27 - September 29, 2019

andareligious beliethatbroughta sense of peagcleer
heartbreakemains Out of nowheresomethingcancatch
Anneoff guard andemindherof her daughterOne year,
during a wedding anniversary in Bermudhe and her

husbandsat down at arestaurantwies ong fr om Pat t )

i ~gymnastics floor routinplayedoverheadAnne and her

husbandate quickly andeturned taheir room early that
You are invited to spend an inspirational
weekend walking, talking and evenirg. And in 2020 while AnnescrolledherFacebook
being encouraged by mothers -f
who provide a link to a brighter feed shecame across something thaminded her oPatty.
future from the depths of despair.

_ Suddenly, shdveally, reallymissed herdaughter Anne

Port-O-Call Hotel coul dndét r e dharkactionut saidit haddees & d

1510 Boardwalk
Ocean City, New Jersey

while sinceamemorybroughttearsShea c k nowl legssd g e d

Figure 50: A brochure for g Jong, hard journey, full of pain, but | have found healing.
the Umbrella Ministries

conference in 2019. Source:Anne Every once ira while, the Bandhid falls off, and something
Bennett.
unexpectedly just touches you. o
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Shirley RegisteraTh r oughout the day é |1 tobuch it. Il hol

When Shirley Register arrived ¥idant Medical Center in Greenvillshe
hurried toafence aoundahelicopter landing padnd called outto thecrei:Di d you tr ans
my daughter, Paisley®h e | u st Feom there, Bhirleyeushid ke emergency room,
where shavaited untiladoctorarrived toexplain that they @eded to geasley into surgeryto
stop internal bleedingsoon after, Shirlewas standingn the hallway of the ICUwith two
family memberswatching asa health care teaworked onPaisley,crawling over her, pushing
on herbody, andshouting medical termas they tried tatabilize heto captueimages of the
inside of her bodyShirley caught glimpsgof herunconsciouslaughter wh o wasndét br ui
showingothersigns oftrauma.As the early morning hours faded into daybreaictdrs talked in
terms Shirleyd i d n 6t uwodieandsphrasesehad to rurby her sisterwhoseboyfriend
wasa cardiologistAsP a i s | e y &tastedftorshoe npdasthe hospitahirley was called to
anotheroom wherea surgeorexplained thaher daughtehadlost a lot of bloodandher brain
hadbeedd e pr i ved of oxygen. AWedll|l take yow if yol

a doctor told Shirley.

Shirley stoocby thebed,c r yi ng. A Rlesaslher dRuglites ®@I0 | ove vy
€ this is crazy. Thiakedi ator ahy. @ oBai s ladilyeds Pfaa
soon after, anachinebeed andPaisleySusan Danielle Cooksamas goneShirley stayedby
the bedsideunsurewhat to do No oneeveroffered instructions owhat to do amicguchhorror.

Certainly, shalid notimagineherself in this situation wenshe put hetwo younger childrero

6 Shirley Register, Interview with author, January 19, 2020. Unless otherwise noted, all quotes by Shirley Register in
this section are from the interview on January 19, 2020.
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bedearlierthat nightbefore she got the cabout the wreckiif 1t 6s your ki d, how
supposed to leave them? s h e How lkng dre youisupposed to stay? What are you
supposed t o d,adevwerydodyj thirk evergutllg jyse kihd of left, and it was

just me . alonédwithePaigeyin the hospital room, Shirley studied leenty-threeyear

old daughterodés fingers, danessggheerrn aialug,hidHeda ross amnud
shit.0 Shirl ey t hiflithigib the lastone hseerher bddyf, could | recognize it

again? What parts? If | just saw a fraction, if | just saw her from the side or if | just saw her hand

or her fingernails or hero el bow, woul d I know

Shirleyeventually &€ h e r d a u g &nd walked ®© amnothed reomvhere
everyone had gather¢d console each otheBhehad takera seataloneby thedoorwhen her
fatheri Pai s | ey 0 si walked intotHe aobntwighrcountryham biscuitgor everyone
They embraced, arshirley tookhim to seehis granddaughteGhegota seconathance to @&y

goodbyeto Paisley

| dondot know how | ong | stayed. And the
| 6m wal ki ng outdnt he kleg @awhidbmgl otolme @uwidl di n ¢
in there, and | 611 never see her again.
buil ding, | eave her in there and know |

On September 25, 201&ter attending a family dinner, Paisley warsving hone
to Wilmington,travelingeast on Interstate 4tear Rose Hill in Duplin Countylo this day, the
circumstances of th& p.m.wreck remain a mystenAt first, the North Carolina State Highway
Patrolsaidthe driver ofa1997 Ford Probahead ofaisleyin the same lan@as backing upn
the interstatebut investigatortatersaid the driver of the Ford Probe was stopped on the

interstateln any casePaisleyd i d n 6t h a vbeakeaanddhd2805 MazdatTrbute
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slammednto the rear othecarat 70 mphBoth vehicles ran off the road and hit the guardrail.
Emergency respondecsit the door of the Ford Probe to remove the driver, who was seriously
injuredi possibly by hitting his head. Thegmoved the roof of the Mazdaibuteto help
Paisleywhoseseatbelivas in a retracted position when they got on sc8hewas n and out of
consciousnedsut was able to telesponder$er first namethatshecould not breaty and was

scared. The responders t#ldisleyitwasokay A We are here to help, o t

Shirley said that after the crash, a motavisthe interstatthatdays e nt Pai sl ey
father a messaghroughFacebook tdet him knowthat he saw the Ford Probevingin
reversebutwas able ta@et out oftheway in time, leavingPaisley) s dueatly behindit. About
two and a half monthafter the crasha television news outlet reported titz driver of the Ford
Proberemained hospitalized and unable to communiabtaut the crashNo charges have been

filed in the crashbutShirley saysa statehighway patrotrooperc hec ks on t he dri ve

7North Carolina State Highway Patrol Fatal Packet. This packet includes such documents asa crash report, voluntary

statements, vehicle examination documents, and the field diagram and measurements of collision scene WECT Staff,

26D00ODPOT UOOWE OOEOwW# Bl UKIgaHED@ W D00 Aud WEGTD udOo( wi OUxUorvrbbbP3d bl EU

27, 2020, https://www.wect.com/story/33187732/wilmington -woman -dies-following -crash-on-i-40-in-duplin -county;

December 11, 2016, https://www.wwaytv3.com/2016/12/11/new-details-in-i-40-crash-that-killed -1-seriously-injured -

another-in-sept/.
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aboutevery six monthét 0 s e aecavdred rroudis t

standeSthriirdleyoreached out

%
through Facebook bsiaid sheneverheard backAmid the 2z

o2
unanswered questionShirleytook the next stepof living .0,?1""

-
without her daughter ;{/

A 2015graduate oEast Carolina

University, Paisley waa strongyoung womarwith a

“What you do makes a difference,
and you have to decide what kind

i ant to make.”
value but looked deeper and held people accountable Tl d‘fferer}f;z"é‘o:xh O

hysterical sense of hum@hed i dnét accep

behavior, especially actions that disrespected WOTHTE N S E R 1 | B felt RS

) )
d'.)(‘\ﬂ ! ]'l.l\'\‘ \]M‘ power Lo say yes.

hade mpat hy and compassi on Eleanor Roosevelt s he

up wi t h a sagShbleylwhosvaswenfy-three Figure 51: The funeral card
for Paisley Susan Danielle

whenshehad PaisleyAt East CarolindJniversity, Paisley cookson. Source:Shirley Register.

joinedGamma Sigma Sigma, a national service sorority.

She took it upon herself to get to knewd helpLarry, a homeless manutside docal Food

Lion, a tradition that continued for some time after Pagslsy die Sndude sure he ate every

day, 0 herecalledd her r

And she didnét just give him what she h
sure that he ate things that he liked. When she left Greenville, her sorority sisters,
they had an assignment to keep taking care of homeless Larry at the Food Lion.

9 Shirley Register, Interview with author, Zoom, July 11, 2020.
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After graduating with a major in psycholodyaisleyworked as a clientarecoordinator for a

law firm andwas about to staet new position in behavioral healthadbcal hospitalwhen she

dedPai sl eyb6s obituary proviees a picture of ho
Her giving spirit, her laughter and her countless words of love, encouragement,
support and determination have left a beautiful legacy. All who knew her have
been armed with her essence, her memories and the light that was seen in her

eyes. Paisley vgapassionate about her three role models, Jane Goodall, Hillary
Clinton, and Beyoncé. She cared for the homeless, both people and cats.

In describing their bond, Shirlgsserted At her e was nothing ®hat cou

S nce her dayglibthemrdsesydédas i ntegrated mal
belongings into helouseandlife. SortingthroughP a i s possgs8iani theblouses and
dresseshatShirleynow wears the ECU, Girl Scout and Dave Matthews Bahghirtshome
stitchedinto a quilt thechippedi gu |l | s | ust ceffaemagéromhwhieh8hirleyu n 0
sips andthe blankpages from spiral notebooks with which Shirley crebesdistsi evoke
waves of distresBut all serve a purpose tod&8ome thingsucha® ai sl eyd6s now gumn
polishescannot be usetbutShi r | ey candt RkhebottlgawhyeThesemdody t o t hr

experiencef sorting andouchingP a i s peesgnabglongingdorcedShirleyto confront the

permanenabsence
t6s just anl tawmarkeense sysoué say, Ot his chick
You know, I canodot physically cal/l her .
di ed. Because she got taken out of the

anger ting that gets in there that, that | try to avoid.

109 pruNAw/ EPUOT aw” OO0OUOOWHw+DOOT E( 002 WEEET UUT E w- CodokdET Uwl A Owl Y1
71a996124/?2 /| EDUOT aw" 000U O 63 EdVIUE W duep) Gt Wl UO2 wEEET UUT Ew- OY1 OET U
https://www.legacy.com/amp/obituaries/newsobserver/181669911.
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Shirleycontinues to pay the bill fdr e r  d a u gulartpleonetascoungad |
Pai sl eyds number r e mai snwartphomdavorites listsShe keowsitheec t i n
are probablyoice mailme s sages on Pai sl eyds phone from t he
accessethem. Shirleycan tell from the monthly account summary that people still call her
daught er &wntmoughPbad rs.Voieeyntaifgreeting is a default Verizon recording,
Shirleytapsthe contact for Paislepn her
touchscreefrom timetotimen I f | cal |
hero s ai d thede is absotutely nof
reason to. It is literally just to touch the

spot. o

At home,Shirleyhungthe

y gold-colored monogramdf er daughtero
initials thatPaisleypaintedfor her dorm

room above a tablef neatly arranged

keepsakesa vase of dried flowers from

funeral servicesa panoramic picture from a

. trip to New York City with the Twin Towers

Figure 52 Paisleyz T-shirts form a quilt.  in the backgroundaweekendo-do listthat
Source:Shirley Register. . .
Paisleywrote,the oneShirley recentlhyfound
in anotebook Like her mother, Paisley wrote lists. Theltist Pai sl ey &sadesn diiTopld

l aundry, kitchen, dishes, rooms, clothes, vac
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Theseobjects Shi r | ey likeaconnactoretder. Arad it @lowd me to remember as

if webre talking. I can remember her saying t

conversation. é the memories are really

we can still communicate through tleahings because those are the memadries.

On one walin
S h i r hoasgafmmed outline of
P ai s figbthahdhangs among
collection offramednotecards that
Shirleywrote to her daughteturing
her first year in college. Paisléyad
saved the calsthatfeatue
handwrittenquotes such adHenry

Davi d Th émnaahatycsu

Ayt s

“f).\;f‘-“"il\ R
forgs (.(-:':
i
s e @©n another wall, Shirlegnixed \W\ﬂﬁQ

|l ook at t hat ma t

pictures of ghtsf r om her

semestembroadn Italy with scenes

fromS h i r owavisd te Italy ) N .
Figure 53 wOOOOI|l UEOwWOI w/sE
arranged by friendsmonth afterher | EOI UwbOw2 1 PUOI az Uwl OOI
Ol Ol OUOUOwDb OEOUE D O Hwlst® andid
daught enldekingback,t h . shapshotof Paisley with the Twin Towers in the
background. Source:Shirley Register.

Shirleysays, the tripprought her close

11 Shirley Register, Interview with author, Zoom, July 11, 2020.
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to Paisleyby transporing herto someplacesher daughtestood and experiencelsh San
Gimignano, a hilkown in TuscanysShirleyfound herselstanding at the end of a brick walkway
near tweperson tables and an ice cream plaegringata scenic overlookvhere her daughter
once stood. Shwalkedalonearound the townwondering whaher daughter savshirley

described

| just kind of walked around. Kind of felt it. Felt it, felt it, felt it. And was

wondering, all those little things. Did she go here? Did she see this? Did she trip

over that brick? Did st dondt know. Di dittlesaltist s ee t hi
lady? All the curiosities of these little places. And | just wondered what she

thought about it.

Shirley stoppedin Certaldo Altothewalled medieval towimn Tuscanywhere
Paisleystudiedfor the semesteand turned twentpne While abroadPaisleyhadchronicledher
experiences oa personal blogi P a iGsPastaylimesin thepostii Of f i ci al l'y i n Cer
May 16, 2014 Paisleywrote about window views of rolling hillesndwaking up to jazz music in
the streetsnotinghow inspired she was by citizens who chfer thetownd s  sdtsbyaaying
for vaccinesand spaying or neutering. Before signing off, Paisliégred a speclayreeting for
her motheback homen North Carolina pgppp s . ltés my mombés birthd
birthday SMdamrmaly!ldés st op impromplueShesanithdite drivdrino wa s
the front ofthe tour carhelping navigatea route to another towwhen suddenlythe town of
Certaldo AltoappearedShirley recalled Paisley raving about cappuccarus asked the group if
they could stopShe found the café wheher daughtewasa regularcustomeand showed

women behind the counter a pictitaisley sharedf a fancy coffeén a cupbearingt he caf ®6 s

125



name Shirleyshowed them a picture of Paislend the womeremembered heand when

ShirleysharedhatPaisleyhaddied in car crastthey all criedtogether:?

Whether initaly or in North Carolingplaces like thedolly Springs antique store
wherePai s| ey 60 s \sas captwedstapdimg in thessame spaceholdingPaisley s
possessiondgransportS h i r daegphtéirsto thepresent, transcendingtim@. t 6 s | i ke a
meditation almost 0 S h i r Uike she tsuahieddthis. She touched it, she thought about it, she
knew it. And itbdés Ilike I try to have the same
her shoes to low what it was like and
keep close to her. Somehow connect h
memories with my new memoriesnd

now theyoddoe the sa

Cherishedobjectsthat

link Shirley toPaisleyincludefour

necklacs, each withatiny urn pendant

Figure 54: Paisley made fast friends with
thatholdss o me o f her d ¢ Cleo, acat at her school in Certaldo Alto, Italy.
Source:paisleyspastatimes.wordpress.com.

Shirleyfilled eachurn, twisting the top

andgluingit closed fil always have a necklace with her imghe said. Shirleprefers the chain
with thesubtlei Tr ee of Li f esirangeesharadntt sgotthesenyBst ever a
Mot her 6 s Das$hirleysteolatanbdnk countea tellerrecognizedts significance

AWhoés that?0 the t edbdShidayregiedfihewunneckldcapéosidemmy daug

LxEDUOI aEOOOUOOOW? . /1A G&aluiEb@anay B Bendds A, 02 w
https://paisleyspastatimes.wordpress.com/2014/05/16/officially -in-certaldo/.
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sense oP a i s presgnéesvithout foing Shirley to fausintenselyon the absencdn

Shirleyds words:

€ | can keep her and acknowledge her and constantly have Hérold her

sometimes, butldégh have to do too much. Like it
me . I't doesndt have Sowhekever pputimeonflr o m my
meanibs every morning. ,andlgotomakksare setight b
all out, put it on. And then throughout the day, | mean, | touch it. | hold it, and
sheds there.

y

Going intoher fifth yearwithout Paisley, Shirlegontinues testruggle but certain

practices help herope Her work as a manager for apartment communéretcaring forher

two other children demanitertime andattention anaften prevent her fronmdulging inwhat

she calledi | s t ® p perctiondo losing PaisleyShereserveser grieffor rare quiet tims,

noting,

| dondét stay in touch with those feelin
under the surface. | think about her pr
not in touch with those feelings becausesthfeelings are very jagged, and they
stop things. They stop me from moments. They stop me from being present.
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death, 6 helpeasethe pain Shirley
started drinking a fewhotsof liquor in
quick succession when she got home
from work. Shesaid shéroke trat
habit,acknowledgng, € fidrank so

4 that | could bepresent and happy and

A sustainegracticethat
lift s Shirley each year ithe
. #LoveFromPaisleytribute organized
by Shirleyd andP a i s friengs&isce

2017 On September 26the dae of

Figure 55: Shirley Register wears anecklace P ai s | ey Gisndsdueddamity
with a pendant urn that holds her daughter's ashes.
Photo by Leanora M inai. ask anyone and everyone to perform an
actofkindness n Pai sl ey ds
giving and tosharethe gooddeedon social mediavith #L oveFomPaisley. During the pandemic

in 2020, a woman donated Domd@izzas t@an emergency departmertdused

fi#lovefrompaisleyo in a Facebook postith screershotsof the pizza order anldertext message

13 Register, Interview with author, July 11, 2020.
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conversation with a nursBWe all need
September 26 - @

a little bit of kindness especially this With some help from a good friend who's a nurse, decided to
send some food to the night shift emergency department

yeallbthe person Who boughhe plzzas doctors, nurses, and staff. #IovefromPaisIey &

wrote!* Theactsof serviceon the day of ~
) . know you guys at the hospital have Your Domino's Order
Pai s | e ydnsnueteelenyacy of D e

the other nurses some pizza during 5 items from Domino's Pizza
your shift? &

kindnessand add t& h i r lbaekyob s
Omgosh that is too freaking kind!!!
DD S S S that's amazing!! | 51 pomino's Pizza

might tear up!

storiesthat keepher daughtealive.

Haha yay!! You guys deserve it =~

what time would be good??
Shrley Observed Sooo | did tear up but seriously that
is amazing!! Umm my shift starts at
645 so | would probably think
around 8-830 would be fine!!
Nobody wants that R s
silence. Nobody wats Ll L

that quiet. Nobody wants

to just sit and think about [k

it quietly and have it be e

in the past. Continuing Fle b of kincnoss sporiaty ths

that stuff, keeps her in the et

present . Ev 0

here, it keeps her here. Figure 56: During the pandemic in
September 2020, a woman donated Domino 3 pizzas

to an emergency department and used
sOO0YI i UOOXxEPUOI awbOw/ EDU
Source:Facebook, #lovefrompaisley.

#2 +0OVYV] wi UOOwW/ EPUOT awl YI YwhWHREETI EOOOO» wEEET UUT Ew- OYI1 OET Uwl A Owl
https://www.facebook.com/events/348072829715004/?post_id=3743897087697&view=permalink.
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Glenda Parker61 wanted to find somettdhhimgr,6 anyt hing

When shesawher daughter driving up thentrance to the propertlenda Parker
ran out of the house to greet her. Anna needed paint for an elgradthbiology projedhat
wasdue theollowing weekandstoppedo getsomefrom the garageAnnad s p aadent s
divorcedwhen she was five years olthd shénadlivedwith hermother, stepfather angunger
brother and sistamntil recently when shemovedin with her fathemwho promised to buyera
newcar.The prospect aAnna behind the whe&lorried Glendabecauséner daughter had
ADHD, which she saidgontributed tasomepoordriving habits Before Anna lefhomethat day
with the paint to finishher schooproject, Glenda hugged héaughterand asshe always did,
cautionedfiAnna, ke c ar e f tolt heomothar shaloved handoffered reassurance:

AYou know nothings going to happen to med

The following week, on October 22, 2002, Anna wanted taa@iedmont High
School in MonrogNorth Carolinagarly with herbiology project Shearranged for a ride with a
fellow student aneighteenyearold boy shdiked andworked with at Harris TeeteAnnasatin
the front passenger seat of his 1991 Toyota Corolla agdldeyon Indian TraiFairview Road
Around 6:46 a.mat afour-way intersectiorat N Rocky River Road, the driver of the Toyota
Corolladrove througta stop signat45 mphandinto the pattof a2001Honda Rissport The
Hondastruck thesideof the Toyotavhere Anna saand theToyotarolled overseveral times
landng in a yard.Unaware ofwhat had happene®lendawasdriving her twoyoungerchildren

to day cararound the same tinvehen sheexperience@ mysterioussensationii Al | o f

15Glenda Parker, Interview with author, In -person, February 23, 2020Unless otherwise noted, all quotes by Glenda
Parker are from the interview on February 23, 2020.
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it felt like 1 was hitin the chest 0 saidhfigjust stopped. | was trying to get my breath. The kids
said, OMama, whatés wrong? Whatdéds wrong, Momm

|l ost my breath. 6 |I® was 6:45 in the morning. o

As principal of Fairview Elementary School in Union CourBlenda arrivedor
work that morningand went abouher routine which includeda Parent Teacher Association
program.During theevent the president of the associatitmok multiplephone callswhich was
not unusual because he atmved as pastorBut whenthe progranended hetold Glendahe
needed to talk with her, and theylkedtogethet o a conf erence r oom. il
down, 06 he told her. iGlenmdanam@diately asked) | isn seéhre aca@idd?e
Outside in the parkingloGl endad6siAmnaP@andaepiveat hemas t,he fam
highway patrol trooprsand othersstartedto arriveto offersupport Soon afterGlenda left for
the hospitalwhereher former husbandias waiting and when Glenda saw hishehuggedhim
andcriedoyt A Our blaWhjletadvisegl agaiest isheinsistedon seeing her daughter
andsat in a wheelchair with a towel over her heathasvheelchair rolled into ather area of

the hospitalfiwhen | took the towel off my face, Ilwasinthemorgu® Gl enda recal |l e

They pulled her out of a drawer and unzipped the bag. | had not been prepared for
that . |l thought é shedd be on the tabl e
very, very traumatic for me. When they unzipped her, her favorite little shoe was

* 3 UNEw6 ] DBUOwW?6 Ul EOw* B O Chanctd)AbdvierO0dtab2r@3,) 2004 B bud E DOE BHEBEDW? # , 5
Crash Repdd Uw%OUOO02 w. EVUOET Uwl | Owl YYI Owx UOYPEI EwEaw& Ol OEEw/ EUOI UwE
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lying besideker . €& But | had to see my child. T
to keep me out of there.

Fromthewheelchair, Glendatretched her armndt ouched Annads stomach al
not remember saying anythingAmna, butfrom her vantage poinshecould seghat one of

A n n ay@swaseverelyfdamagedHer daughtehaddied at thecrash sitewhile the driversof
bothvehiclessurvived. The driver of the Toyotan which Anna was a passengeais charged

with misdemeanor death by vehicle, but Gleladar askeda judgenot to prosecute himand he

received deferred prosecutidn.otherwords, &8l ong as he didndét get 1 nt

uuuuuuuuu

f a B ‘~ ‘ L few years, the charge would
K 2 [ |
= E ’; |\ beremoved from his record.

20 {2 (@ k- Glendaexplainediil di d not

‘ want this innocent child to

have this on his r

really did not bhme him at

et T wag [X]Trovetng XN ‘7, RP 1520 s ey T x.J X o RP 1514
[ [PureaFacns NS E W NoBEW

. al Gl énda and the d
Figure 57: Diagram in the crash report. & Ol OEE:

daughter was a passenger in vehicle 1. Source:Glenda Parker. mother are friends on
Facebook and kept in touch feometimea f t er t h e ¢ r aosmynicatasmhucht hey do

anymore Glendasaid

Once in a while, she might comnikent on m
on hers. After he got marri edwanatmd he h
be the reminder. Of course, | knowth@ever forgotten. | know they havierbut

| just didn want to be the reminder of what happened with fiim.

17 Glenda Parker, Interview with author, Zoom, August 9, 2020.
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The dayafter Annds death news ofthe collisioni the fourthdeadly crasiof a
Piedmont High School student in four yeargppeared iThe Charlotte Observeandacross the
top offront page offThe EnquirerJournal The year of AnntatheNodhe at h, ac
Carolina Department of Transportatiosgw1,573 total crash deaths across the statda driver
agenineteen or younger was inngeckevery 24.4

TEEN ON THE WAY TO SCHOOL

minutes!8 Fellow high school students expressed wreck ki“s

their griefover losing Anndy creating cards and Stlldent |n_
Indian Trail

posters irhermemory A music director described

sixteenyearold Annaa s fisweet neoss

| Miss York was born in
Unlon Counts, NC on
17, 1986. She was

AShe was \aedwg wesema cadwnto let

herggoAnna6s madhe Ereuireriowrrald

in 20021°

Annaprovidedthegift of parenthood

to Glenda and hdormerhusbandecausehey

struggled with infertility during theirmarriage They

applied to adpt a child and o August 1, 198Ghey
Figure 58 Laminated newspaper
brought home six-anda-half-monthold girl with a clippings saved by Glenda Parker.

Photo by Leanora Minai.
shock ofredhaifi She | ooked | ik

821 YYI w- OUUT w" EUOOPOEW3VUEI I PEw" UEUT WHEEOUO> w OwbOOUUUUEUI EwE
(State of North Carolina: Division of Motor Vehicles, 2002),
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/safety/Crash%20Data%20and%20TBAS%20System/Crash%20Data%20and%20I
nformation/2002.pdf , 3.
6] DPUOwW?6UI EOQw* DOOU w210RIES 168 wbgdiuwg 0EBED WBQUED/OR | Hie Giyliresr2 OUET OO0 w# E
Journal October 23, 2002.
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me, 0 Gl enda stheir lbabyAnhdaBropke ¥ akwiidh originatedirom Annei the
middle name oGlend® and Annads @Anna,od weoetthe mastswanted child
Glenda wrote to Anna in a lettérat waseadaloudduringthefun er @1 Evé@r yone t hat

you was treated to your little head placed on thlegulder You never met a strangéro®

Growing up, Annaharecher voicewith othersas a soprano in th&o me n 0 s
Ensembleand & part ofthe singing groupshetraveled tocompetitions in Greensboro and
Washington,D.Ci She had a perfect sopd aBGloe.midajosktai dhat
gave her so much joy to excel at that because
s he was Asnon aghegnddector
describechervoiceas Al i ght and pur

Athe perfect ROmaghssance

Glenda recalledannawas scheduled to sing

>

camMy

Figure 59: Glenda Parker, left, with her . A
daughter Anna Brooke York ,on Annaslast Not  wor k. That didnot faze
birthday. Source:Glenda Parker.

the StarSpangled Bannert a high school

football game, but the audio equipmerduld

outall of the lyrics a Cappelldi Fom the
time she was pretty yourtg, G| e n dslae weuidisitin the firont porch swing and sing and

sing andsing. The neighbor could hear her. She always says she misses hearing Aona sing.

Af t er An Gerisestdbéisaed b scholarshipd and requested that all

memorialsgo to the ensemblat Piedmont High School. Thefund not ed i n Annads o

208 0l OEEw/ EDOVOMWOPOVPE] EwUOOWEUUT OUOwWOB ES
22 JEUOT UOw?/ D1 EOOOUwW20UVET OVw#DPI UwbOwe Ul EOB »
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remained active foa fewyearsu nt i | juAior yeardass graduated from high schobhe
ensemble sang for Glenda in the fellowship bfalt er her daught amé®ry gr av e :
thatgivesGlenda chills todayDespite the outpouringhough,the painfrom the everlastindpss
took holdin the days that followedslendasharediit Af t er t he funeral, after

away, |l really went downhill . o

Glenda copeavith her shock andisbeliefby hunting down andatheringdetails
and artifactsiedto Anna andhe crashii | want ed t o ,0¢heinosstedheer yt hi ng
requested copies of timeotor vehiclecrashreportandthe medical examinereport now
arrangedn a binder And soon afterthefuneral, Glenda visitedn impoundlot to examinethe
wrecked Toyot&Lorollafil cr awl ed inside the car because |
that belonged to hero s h e . BTRepelware pieeed of her project laying arauftey had
blood on them, but | took them anywaghecarriedthree pieces of thgrojecthome with her
becauseheobjectslinked back tahe last time that she saw her daughter aivelAn n a 6 s
hands had been all over tbardboardfiThat was the onlyhing that I could find connected to
herinthatcar 0 G| enidla caodudeddn 6t | eave it there. I fel"

had done on thigarth and that was the only piece of her that | could find in the?¢ar.

22 Parker, Interview with author, August 9, 2020.
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Glendaalsowalked aroundhe crastlsitebecause it was the last place that Anna
was alive. Amid the debris, sli@unda piece of shattered glass from feyotawindshield. She
keptthat, too. 6r many years, thglassstayed in the top drawef herbedroom furniture
because, Glenda explainéit,was a piece of the last thing that she was in. That may not make
sense to anybody else, but it probabWihnwoul d
the first yeamftert he c¢cr ash, Gl enda erected a cross with
wred site.Sheadded a concrete angelthe arrangement, tpbut someone took it. The cross
stayed ugdor two yearsout is no
longer on the roadsidél wanted
peopletoremerds, 6 GI en

stressedil wanted them to see an

Trail airview Rd

[
‘Indian

remember that she lost her life
there. Please be careful. That was

a horrible inte

what youre doing. This is a bad

PYLIAIY A 204N

placeo Glenda saidhat afterthe

crashthedriver of the Toyota Figure 60: The intersection in Union County
where Anna Brooke York was killed is now a
asked the state fut a stoplight at roundabout. Source:Google Maps, December 2020.
the intersection, antthatGl endaés son appeared on dafletg tel evi
Since the, the intersectioh hat sits about f ouhasbeantrandornfed o m Gl

into atraffic circle, or roundaboutShedoes Gavoid the site becausenitarksthe last place

Annawadastal i ve. AWhen | édm dr i v iémthginkinggdwandat whatt or a

136



was going through her mind during her last ride down this®ad? al ways, al ways,
thato Glenda saidWhile thecross in memory ofAnnais gonethe piece of shattered glass and

project piecesemainin a tub inG | e n doséd.lst b@en about six years sinGdendalooked at
thepieces relicsreserved for heiShe has not shared them with her other children or husband

noting,iTh ey 6 r e veryz2private to me. 0

Of all theyears sincehe fatal crashthefirst year ofliving without Annawas
G| e n dakéstperiod She had to get through all of thests of everything. The first
Christmas, the first [OntheSindag aftetheturteral Glendasatt Mot h
at homeoverwhelmeddy panic ancheartbreak Al t was | u ®sherecalledSleh s o p
turned to her husband and s@id,h er ed6s got to be something they
away €é | cano6t .Istjaunsdt tchaiesdokdnedmmn einbejescy room
where doctors referred herd¢ounselingand she laterisited herprimary care doctor, who
suggestedtherapistwvho, Glenda saidfi s a v e d  $hg hatteadhezl a point where she
c o ul d n 6wasstilirinypedavhestherkids left for schoolShe recalled how hgoung son
cameinto herbedroom witha stuffed toyandplacel it beside her fagehoping she would feel
better AMy | ittle kids basically I ost their mom
monthso she saidWhenGlenda could manage getting out of pgldelost herself irraking the
five acres 6her propertyfif a leaf would fall, | was obsessed with getting outthede G| e nd a

recalled,

| worked from eight in the morning until six at nigbytside in the yard. I lost

forty-four pounds after this happened. People from school, they had a meal sign

up, and they brought the meals to my hou&Ebé out in the yard, and thiely

bring them in for wus. | just couldno6t s

23 Parker, Interview with author, August 9, 2020 .
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Theworstmomentin herjourneycame when Glenda ended up in the emergency
room after swallowing a handful &lonopin, typically prescribed to treat anxietfh e di dn o6t
want to kill herself she said, addingi wanted to get out of the pain. | didinvant to leave my
otherchildren, but the pain was just too mutNow amember of several online grief support
groups Glendarealizesthat shevas notalone in experiencing therushing effects from
unexpectedoss i Bck then) s h e theseawnierd no support groups anywhérew, | see all
these people, and | think, 61 édm not so strang
have known that what | was feeling was compl e

Even inhermisery,earlybereavemerthroughtGlendasomehope anded to

living connections tiner deceased daughtébout a year after Anna died, Glenmacked down

Annabs bi oliongiac aslmaniolt hteorwn i n the foothills of
excited when | told her on the phonetthal was Anna§® &d emtdétienreatal d re
I had to teldl her really fast thaobGlehdawast get

able tolearnhow Anna came into the worlthatA n n a dhsmotheiwasa teenagewhen Anna

wasborn, and thashe was notready toraise abaiwgai nst her familyods wi ¢
Anna would have a better home if she put her up for adqp#@ienda saidiiShe went through

social serviceg She did it out of the goodness of her héddver time,GI enda and Annad
birth mom grew closeand their relationship led teealingattachments that continuettas day.

Gl enda | earned that Anna?osiAmnminrdbl@icatboothertHad anot
had a baby, but he and thigteenyearold mothemnwerenot prepared to raigbe child In a

remarkable turnofevent nna és b i r t Glendaa anance fteidaptrthee dngearold
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boy, whichGlenda did and he isiow ateenager 0 Hpidtesof Annad0 Gkanda fAHe
her biological nephew

Living attachmentsemain a source of comfddr Glenda who described herself
as less confiderginceh e r  d a deagth $hescrapged a plan to earn a doctonsiti a friend
and is notomfortablegoing places -
without her familyand prefers the
comforts of her homeAfter
A n n a 0 sthedelemeanthry
school where Glendaorked
providedmoney forherto planta
gardenat homein memory of
Anna A parent donated a statue O
an angel holding roses, afamily

membersontributedbenches.

Throughthe years, Glenda added
statue of an angel and other items
that reminded her of Annafter
sixteen years without Anna, Glend '

walked down to the garden and

Figure 61: Glenda Parker sits in the home garden
in memory of her daughter . Photo by Leanora Minai.

decidedthe areaneeded more
living things.Her husband built a birdhouger the garden oGlerdad s b i, andthey a y

plantedhardy perennialsThe kuttercups liftG| e n sp#ité vwhenever they flower.
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At sixty-one and retirekom Union County Public School§lenda said the
passing of timdaslifted herfrom paralyzingtorment but that aremptiness permeatésrlife,
especiallyduring celebratoryoccasionsWhen heryoungerdaughter got marrietbecame a nurse
andhadababy Gl enda coul dndét hel piTbiume rdeddse crbo to nh eAz
Glenda observedi...wecat ol er ate the pain and the grief.
tolerant and you get to the point that you can smile and not feel guilty. That just happened over
t i mieorthe firsttimein209, Gl enda s pent n@cobea2d @ dagskehddh dat e
always reserved to be alohavith herotherdaughter andneyearold grandsonTheyate
breakfasbutand played with the baby A At toh issa i @ délich &ilhhdrainside but

still feel joy.o
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Ashley Luther -He 6 sl imyt | e piece of Daniel d

Just as they always didshley and Daniel Lutherished each other a good day
before parting for workThat evening, thefiad dinner planattheirhomewith close friends,
and AshleyplannedtocooB a ni e | 0 & sadisage tortellint seup beekeeper hobbyist,
Danieldecided tanake an unplannestop at a store on his way hofnrem workto pick up
suppliesfor hishoneybee hivedAt 6:22 p.m., hesentAshleya text message tmnfirm their

friendsd  a rtime. Ashldyreplied that thie friendswere on the wayand Danielwrote back

=]

I 61 1| pr obabl yEldven minites tater, aa Daniel drave nbrthivesEBN3106
in the small town offrinity in Randolph Countythe driver of 2019Dodge Ram 150€aveling
southeast o8R 3106at 80 mphswervedinto the right shouldempassinganothercar, andthen
crossedhe center lin@andcrastedheado n i n t 020Ib3erp Rerlegade.

Theforce of thecollision on November 19,201penetr at ed Dani el 0s
compartment, pushingtheJ e e p 6 s d a s htwafpepA watnesslatertole duthorities
she saw the driver of the Dodge Ridshesdwdhet i ng r
driver rearendonecar and sideswipe anotheg f or e sl ammi ng ihasgowmd Dani el
from this accident was the worst thing | have everheard she t ol d the North C
Highway PatralEven thougtDaniel wore a shoulder and lap belt, andXhe e fpoidt and side

air bags deployedheewasfi e x t ensi v e i drivarandpassengeompartmers, t h e

1 Ashley Luther, Interview with author, February 2, 2020.Unless otherwise noted, all quotes by Ashley Luther are

from the interview with her on February 2, 2020;# EODPIT OQw+ UU0T 1 UWwEOGEwW UT Ol aw+UUT 1T UOw?31 R UL
EOEwW UT Ol aw+U0T 1 UO0» w- OY1 OET UwhNOwl YHNG

2JD Barker,? - OUOT w" EUOOPOEwW2U0EC]l w PT T PEaw/ EVUUOOW" OO6OPUDOOwW( OYI UUDT
Patrol, n.d.). The packetincludes collision scene information, voluntary witness statements , and other documents.

Some pages are redacted.
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resuling in blunt force traumao Daniel When N R 72%

deputiesvi t h t he Randol ph C . Oof f i
animal skins. Some Buddhist experts claim

arrived on scene, thesuspectethatthe driver of the I':i{'{':v;m myws"k;E' ty ,id:hff,‘j‘,“ "
Dodge Ramwho was not injuredyas impaired by p—
alcohol and drugs. Adepusypot t ed a i Ehat is awesome hahaha
marijuana in the driver [ 11/19/19 149 P _ ard. o
Meanwhile, &home, Ashley waitedn Danielwith ]‘ b oo tha_)l
their friends When7 p.m.passedshew a s n 6 t G
worriedbecausdner husbandypically ranalittle What time they coming?
late. Shetried calling hismobile phongbutthe call T_Thev are on their way nOWJ
connectedstraight to voice maifi Y 6, e B r € | 11l probably be there around 7
going to go Ashleyoddterfaends. ¢ Kk—J
And thenherphone rang _

iAshl ey, 0o her ¢ o L T Typeamessage.. @&chief
for emergency services for Randolph County, said il O <
phone fiDaniel has been in awretiH e d shara Figure 62: The last text message

exchange between Daniel and Ashl ey

many detailduttold herto pack a bagHewould Luther. Source:Ashley Luther.

pick her up and take her to Wake Forest Baptist Medical CenW¥mstonSalem Ashleyasked
her friends to stay with Silas,h e ¢ sixtmpohtleofd son When she arrived dbhe hospital,

shepaced the emergency room waiting aane, andhermother arrivequstas ahospital

3 Barker.
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caregiver approached with a&asthecarejimedescriked her hu

D a n i igurigs Ashley passed out and woke up in a wheelckdie recalled:

| just remember hearing the words brdamage, and his lungs were collapsed,
and broken bones, and his face was shattered, and his skull was shattered, and the
l i st just kept building, and thatodés all

WhenAshleywoke up, thénospital stafinsisted on taking her to a triage area.
AYou t ake ,nskedénmandédesaphysital therapist assistaishleystill was not
prepared for the sight of her husbati sourceof crippling flashbacks to this dayA neck brace
cradledhis head tubes hung from his mouth, a leg bone protruded his skinc&gbesedhis
head picking glass out of his hair, telling hise wouldsee to it that henade it through the
injuries.iDani el , Dani el , Daeait @l shg oWédd ®e himMnmgid o m
going to rehab you. You married the right per

youbr e goéiongAstho edyo tiatl k ed newerdvokeapl ked, but Dani

At his bedsideshe saw the wedding band Bna n i ssvblléndingerAshley
twisted, twisted and twistaahtil sheclutchedthe bloodstained ring iherhand Al j ust hel
to it. | felt like if | held on to it, it was like holding on to Danielen if | couldi@ be with him at

the time And so,l just held it with me the whole time | was at the hospitsihe said.
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brain swelling to go down or operate to get

blood flowing,alsoarisky path She prayed

with doctors talked with family andinstructed
physiciango try to open the arteriest© a n i
head During the operation,usgeondixed his
shattered hignd broken femur and tibia.
successful surgery brought hope, but the

el ectr oenc e pdhavelecyicala m i v

activity in Danieb s bfifthaeirne. wer e

AAAAA

many lines on it. | knew whatitwasd A s h the car crash. Photo by Leanora Minai.
recalled fiThere was no brain activity, none.

And | kept hopi Rojowiagthdadkoe pftoctbre ghe waged for normal
brain wavesShed i d n 6 t goWwame & widowa single parertb their son, Silagil make this
sound | i ke a real si,mplAs Isliewsladotsdftwaiting,fa lotofu t

exhaustion, dot of just crazy decisions nobody should ever have to néakeknew what was

going to happen. They pulled us in that little family counseling room to décide.

As a young coupléishley and Daniefalkedabouttheir endof-life wishes They
both lostpeoplethey lovedi nc |l udi ng DoameltaddAshieyhé reevetvanteda

machine to keep him alive. Knowing that, Ashley wertitomother in the hospital for a
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di fficult conversation. She t ol Hehddeathersnisie c o ul
to give life to others aan organdonoil He al ways sai d, O0Wel |, |l 6dm g
for it. So maybe somebody else can uge Ashley recalledWhen the time cami@r Ashleyto

say goodby¢o her husbanchospital staff lind the hallwayto honor DaniehsAshley walked

behind the gurnethatcaried him to anoperating roomwhere surgeons would procure his

organs When he goes on the el evator, I know what ¢
she said therself F o r A sthatlwasya,big silver lining for me. When they got on the

elevator, that was the last time | saw Daniel.

Today,Daniellives on in othersA married father in his seventies received
Dani el ds | eft and rinhgrsiktiesjouhis el kidneg; and @ mdtherrof of f o
two in her fiftiesreceivel his right kidney Victims of cancer who need bone tbeirrecovery
will gethisbone gr afts. Daniel 6s tendon soeuldbeiuged ment s
in knees and ankleandskin graftscango to womerundergoingnastectomiesgue to breast
cancer Evenhis veinscanhelp coronanarterybypass patient#shley finds some peace
knowi ng Dani el obenefittedpeaple, bashe is disapgointedche causst
h u s b eemddfdife wishescould not bdully fulfilled . Duetohisi nj ur i es, Dani el 6s
notgo to someone else fbedawsesof thatgug. | mean, i,0A8Meysaid Threhi s f a
days after therash on November 22, 2019 octors at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center

pronounced Daniel Wayne Luther deété washirty-two years old As of this writing, he
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driver of the Dodge Ram, James Michael Lovetttivgnty-two, is in the Randolph Countyail

on $125,000 bond, facingnanslaughter and drivingffensest

A graduate of University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Daniel worked as an

accountanfor a bankand played the mandolin with Long Gone Bluegrass Band, one of his

‘ manymusical passions. In addition to
honeybees, he raised goats and chickens
at homehunted and fishedindhiked
mountainsand bikedroadsat every
chanceHe belonged to Antioch
- Christian Church, where lserved asma
usherandsenior youth leader and

taught Sunday school.

Musicand church
. broughtAshleyand Daniel togethen

2010. At the time, Daniel played drums

with thesouthern gospel band, Glory

- Road. Ashleyds grandf a
Figure 64: A decoration in Ashley L UUT 1

home displays a picture of Ashley and Daniel the band, too, and invited Ashley to
celebrating their soon -to-be-born son. Ashley holds _
an ultrasound picture. Photo by Leanora Minai. help set up equipment edayat

church Ashley knew her grandpaas

421 EQEOOxT w" OUOUawHDI BB En( OOEUDBwWwEa w+EVUDwW- EOCT 02 W1 EQEOOxT w" O
Currently Confined Inmates, April 18, 2021, https://www.randolphcountync.gov/Departments/Sheriffs -
Office/Confined -Inmates.
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playing matchmaker that day when he intrcda d h er t o ness withéis stuff A D o n
because heds very pi agrandfahecautionedAshiey seizedstiher u ment s
chance to tease Daniel, askingat instruments belonged him. Band memberpointedto the
mandolin.fiOh, this?This right hereBs he asked, pi ckiGog.Okap.l t he i nst

wond mess with ib she promised.

Later,Daniel and Ashley found each other on FacebooksamdaHalloween
movieon their first dateThree years latem the community of Whynot, North Carolinthey
marriedin Fair Grove Churchyhich was builin 1859alongside glank roadtha ran from
WinstonSalem to FayettevilleDuring the ceremony, &nielplayedthe bluegrass sofgP ot o f
Go | d bis ntandolin as Ashley walked dowmeaisle.Over their sixyear marriage, they
sharedcountlessnemoriesincludingsinging country tunes amad trips visiting Colorado,
where theyspotted elk andode a trairup toPikes Peak then joggéie rest of the wato the
top; andhiking Grandfather Mountain and Linville Gorg#t sucks because, | mean, Daniel was

such a good person, and all he wanted was people to know Jesus he stressed,

That os the Ihieg weelmieng.n Ardei,f in this roo
don6t forget that part. €é what they got
throne, and heds the reason why | 6m in
Their sonSilas wadornsix months before thearcrash andheisA s h | logdéo Daniel.
fiHe 6s my | i ttl e oOpisendele stafikellsadaddeedls éc hi | I 1 i ke hi ¢

|l ooks | ike him. o

5261 Aaw-OBOWOUaO?» WEEET UUI Ew) EOUEVawhYOw! YI Owl OUxUsxrbT a0O0BI1 OC
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| first interviewed Ashleyn February 2020seventytwo days afteher husband
died. At twentynine,sheneverimaginedosing her husbandndraisingtheir childas a widow.
After the crashherfamily and friends launched a GoFundMe fundraiser with a $250,00Qayoal

help.t The GoFundMepage which featuieda picture of Silas, readinh e cvbide:l d 6 s

My daddy was a great man of faith, and lived his daily life in service and love to

his Lord, family and friends. My daddy was a hard worker and the bread winner

of our family.He helped my mother go to cdlle to achieve her dreams of

becoming a Physical Therapy Assistaté. also worked very hard to provide for
meandmyfutureDaddy 6s empl oyers have stated th
gualified workers.

When | met with Ashley, she c k n o wl e da@lkmalvif @l hdaovne g 8hewented or n
back to workwithin a month oh e r  h u deétldorget & sensef normalcyduringthe

upheavalBut at work, she strugglewith visions ofDanielin thehospital il flashback to the
guythatdidtheCBcans € him coming andlflashedcdaboutg me eve
getting the phone callo s h e duestlittle glinlpses, just different bits and pieces of

everythingo

62 2PDOEUVUW6EAD] w+UUT 1T UOw. UT EOPAal EWEAa wHEODOa wnUDI OEUO? wi O UGEODI &
https://www.gofundme.com/f/silas -wayne-luther. The fundraiser has since closed.
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Because she needto takecareof Silas, Ashleyc o u | aivaySeixpress her raw
feelingswhen they surfack Sometimesshetexted her best frienavho lived next door and
asked her to keep Silas for a lfithate crying 6 A's h | e y | hatx qudrythinghabadit, A
emotions except the hdrpgmgwn aboutis And theherhdve heenh at e t
timesé I wi | | si t o voathe flooeanckjckana actean add cty. Ahdathen,
okay, Idm done now. And therd@ll go and just carry on.As if frozen in time, hewalls of the

homeAshleyshared withther husband, soand thefamily dog Dozeilfeaturedmanymementos

10 Ty

o g T
2O8 SN ¥ o

and photographs of their (‘5-‘»
together including a family

portrait on the wall

Outside,

hobbieshavevanished
Ashleycoul dnot

with the goats and chickens =@ =

Figure 65: Ashley, Silas and Daniel Luther. Source:
so sheparted withthe Ashley Luther.

animals.She soldliehoneyeehivest o D a n i edndusihwho gave thes honey from
thehives.The housés wherepainfulmoments wasbver Ashley wherememoriedrigger
longing At night, sheclimbedin thear king sizebedwithout Daniel andvoke up without Daniel.
One night, kedreamecdhesurvived the crashil was really excited. And haidnd talk. | just
saw him walkingd s h e and lavasdike@OR, Daniel, Daniel, look at you. Yéae walking

Youdge walking. | told you they would fix your legnd they did. Look, and look how good
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youdre doing® Shewoke up,her hopes dashed as tigony returnedandshe longd again to
see him, to feel his toucn everyday momentshs yearned fosmallroutinesthat she took for
grantedsuch as blendingmoothiedor two andsetting aside granola bds two and cooking
pancakes andaffles and bacon arshusage on Saturdayornings.Every reminder leveled the

toll of her lossiil feel like it changed measapersoa s he observed,

Il try to act |li ke the same ol d Ashl
Dani el made me whole. And it didnot
going to grow up without his dad. And it affects filsa n i brothersahd my

momanddadrad Dani el 6s mom and the peopl e he

ey,
j us

Usually, hefirst onehomefrom work, Ashleyfound herselexpecing Daniel to walk through
the door. She recalled,dfitsetehare obinmedhiwhewn
waiting on Dani el &kay, Danelwdl bethereremy minutedd B he &€ , not

coming homed

Aboutsixmonthsat r Dani el 0 smadiedanah from Ahsirchl whoy
had knowrDaniel. Afterservice one dgyhetook heritemsthat she hagheleft behindin a pew
when she got up to take Silas to the nurdeayer, Ashley reached out tihankhim on
Facebookand they grewclosé& | t j ust kind of took off from t|
he understands eveshgstaiidn,g addaitng, hia@npeeiaikldl, oh a v
2020,amid the coronavirus pandemibey married ira courthouseeremony with their mothers
as witnessegil t féste but we both felt in our hearts that téatvhat we wanted to do, so
thats whatwe did 0 s he ac RMedewobttendsgme flack aboutdét Now wedre

togetherWede happye He d oygsod with thd baby tod.

7 Ashley Luther, Interview with author, Zoom, July 15, 2020.
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A chicken farmerA s h | mewhusband shardterinterest in the outdoorand
theystay busy withndependenprojects, too. Ashley isanding andefinishing awoodchest to
hol d s o me pasdessibns andeenenéosincludingphotographsf Silas and Daniel
front-pagenewspapeclipping about the crastihe wedding bands she wore on a neck chain after
Daniel died;andhis bike jerseys wallet and Bible. Shp | ans t o st aputmewt he ches

hinges on it and a little latcB. just so Silas has it one day to look through. If thesmything in

there that Silas wants, he can have, b just going v

e

to be Danidls stuff® One possession that will not
go in the chest ia Garmin watchthat belonged to
Daniel Hewore itonthe day of thevreck, and it
wasfound ina h o me oyarchvenerdhsJeep
landed Thewatch wageturned to Ashley, who
wearsthe time piecevery dayeven though she
doesndt know how to opt¢
filtés just a little piece of Danielo saidhfitle wore

it all the timeo

While remarryinghasbrought Ashley her husband's Garmin watch. Photo by
Leanora Minai.
companionship, the new relationship hasfiled a
void in her heart for DanieBhe regularly takkwith a counselgrwho helps with flashbacks

from her experience in the hospitBlt navigatingthe criminal court systemo ensure thether

driver is held accountabpour s salt on a wound dfthebDodge andt he

8 Ibid.
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Ramwent to jail, hisbond was lowered, arttierewastalk of releasinghim from jail and placing
him onhouse arrest due to coronavirtishad a bad dathat day when | found that out because |

was | i ke, o6all ri ght ,pshepointddeuttgoes home to his

| had to go home without a husband. To me,&haot right. I like hés just
suffered nothingé That made me angrydde had a lot of argy. Iove had a lot, a
lot of anger

To managéneremotions Ashleyhits a punching badhat her current husband
bought and hung for heBtriking the bagvith her gloved fistgor fifteen to twenty minutes
fifeels good. It feels so gogishe saidWhenAshleylongs forDaniel,she opensa closet and
touches and smeltsbjectsthathold his scenlike their Halloween costumeRecently shewas
cleanng out a shedn the yardto moveandcombed through bins containitige earthy aroma of
D a n i carhodflage hunting geaks she held the clothegleasantmemories flashed through
her mind of their | ast hunting trip together
ofkeptsmdl i ng it . I kept s ni $tdkeeptige geat, maybe everewear a i d .
it one day. Sheecognized Pr@bably a couple months ago, | think | really started to grieve. |

dond know. It hit me Daniels not hereDanielis not going to béereow

9 Luther, Interview with author, July 15, 2020.
10 |pid.
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James Crouchlr.: Every item | feel can bring me a little bit clos@r

JamesNayneCrouchJr.knows bits and piecesbouthis father.

James Wayne Crouch $an track anavatched the television shoBeverly Hills
9021Q He served in the U.S. Army freshwater fisherman, he owned a-taittomed boathat
sat in thedrivewayfor several yearafter le died Cobbled togethethese and other cluésat
Jameslr. hastracked dowrover the yearform a hazybiographicakketchof afatherwho died
whenhewas two years oldVithout many stories passed dowmhimor his ownrecollections
objectsi thematerialsgivento James Jiby his motheandthe keepsakes he hasocuredover
the yearg form aconnectiorto a man heloes notremembdad i s f brieftaserhdds
brown walletand assorted papers. American flag from the funeral serviceencased with his
father 6s mi | iagrief workbdokihattlamgss. usedAnkirtlergarterprovides a
smallwindow intoa losshedoes notecall The objects shape his understanding, his history.
Now twenty-eightand an employee atpblic university in North Carolinalameslr. explained
t hat t he othafl bavears | raightego thirauigHh the things maybe once every three,
five, ten years, who knows?

But every item | feel can bring me a little bit closer. It gives me a little bit of

i nsight into his |ife because my mother
up. And so really what | have is all the insight | have into who he was, what his
life was like?

At the time of his deatilames Wayne Crouch Svas out of the Armyliving in

Wilmington and workng a salesman faa Heilig-Meyers furniture storeOver Labor Day

1 James Crouch, Interview with author, In person, February 29, 2020.Unless otherwise noted, all quotes by James
Crouch Jr. in this section are from the interview with him on February 29, 2020. This was my last in-person interview
with a bereaved family member before the novel coronavirus forced quarantine measures.

153



weekend on September 3, 198éwas driving south on
U.S.17 nearShallottein Brunswick Countyat 3 a.mwhen

his car ran off the road and struck a tree at 80 mph. The

1992 Nissan, which did not have air bags, broke in two o
theshoulderof U.S.17, also known as Ocean Highway
One of 1,42%eoplekilled on North Carolina roads in 1994 :
James Wayne Crouch.Svas amonghe 32 percent of

peoplekilled in alcohotrelated wreckshat year

Jameslr,, an only childdoes not remember |
learningabout the crash. His mother rarely talked aliout |

andhedi dnoét ask aofiliothegaps qu ¢
fiwhen Iwas growing up, she said that the crash was calij““‘ %5

by drinking while he was drivingd he sai d. Figure 67: A photo booth

strip of James Crouch Jr. with his
Well, 1 didndot KknowWw father. Photo by Leanora Minai. was . |

never seen my mom drink it until I graduate

high school, maybe. So, | thought it was a

Coke. Like, he reachetbwn to get a can of Coke and ran off the road and hit a
tree. So thatodés what | thought growing
no, it was alcohol drinking.

29/ OOPEI| ustalNewsGeéptedoend, 1994; 1 w2 OPUT © N4, HE UT w1l [Dwidadn Bfwmeé U O 2
Vehicles, September 3,1994? - OU 0T w" PEOOPERWHIEUT WHEEUOU? wep2UEDT woOl w- OU0T w" EU
Department of Transportation, 1994),
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/safety/Crash%20Data%20and%20TEAAS%20System/Crash%20Data%20and%?20I
nformation/1994.pdf, 3.
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JamedNayne Crouctsr., who was twentsix when he diedyas bornat Hahn
Air Basein Germanywhere his father was stationed at the timeldterlived in North
Caroling and dter high schooln Wilmington, James Srenlisedin theU.S. Armyandtrained
at Fort Jacksorouth Carolinga detailJames Jiwas able t@lean from a old United Airlines
boarding pastoundamongthe
assortegapershis mothemgave him
after he turned twenty.ongingfor
moreanswersJames Jiaspieced
togetheraspects ohis fathed s
identity, requestinghedeath
certificateand military recordsThe
military discharge papsiint at
James Sr.6s stinuggle with alcohol
1988, a commanding majat Fort
Devensin Massachusetts, then home
to the 10" Special Forces Group
(Airborne) and 1 Special Forces,

wrote a memorandurior the record
Figure 68 James Crouch Jr. holds a photograph

aboutJames SrHehadcounseled of his father, James Crouch Sr. Photo by Leanora
Minai.
thePri vate First .

whi | e addwarnedhat future misconduct could resultriemoving him from service

JamesSr., whoreceived parachutist and sharpshoMag rifle badgesduring his brief military
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