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Blunt threat now a credible option

BY DAVID H. SCHANZER, Special to The News & Observer
Comment on this story

David Schanzer is director of the Triangle Center on Terrorism and Homeland Security at Duke
University and UNC-Chapel Hill.

It is tempting to agree with those who argue that our departure from Iraq is necessary to
change the political dynamic in that country and to relieve the burden of war on our nation. But
onal crisis, preventing al-Qaeda and other Islamist radicals
from gaining sanctuary in central Iraq and fulfilling our moral responsibility to the Iraqi people
lead me to conclude that we should make one more effort to salvage this tragically mistaken
conflict,

The security measures and regional diplomacy recommended by the Iraq Study Group will not
bring about meaningful progress without a political agreement between parties representing
broad majorities of Shia and Sunni Iragis. Such an agreement must include compromises over
the powers of Iraq's national government, regionalization, division of oil revenues,
decommissioning of militias, amnesty, the status of former Baath Party members, and revisions
to Iraq's constitution. We have been trying unsuccessfully to forge such a compromise for over
two years. Now, there are very few cards left to play.

Nonetheless, even if the odds are stacked heavily against us, the consequences are so severe
that we need to make one last ditch effort to avoid the violent disintegration of a country that
we invaded.

enforce the political settlement and build all the security forces into national, nonsectarian
institutions. Progress will be halting, with many setbacks and spasms of violence. But this would
be far superior to chaos, escalating violence, a humanitarian crisis, reduced oil supplies, an
emboldened and empowered Iran and other repercussions throughout the Middle East.

The American people must understand that no matter which path is taken, the Iraq debacle will
cause serious problems for many years to come, require the expenditure of many billions of
taxpayer dollars, Preoccupy our government and drag down our international prestige and
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power. There is no "victory" to be had -- we are now in the phase of managing the
consequences of a failed policy.

All rights reserved. This copyrighted material may not be published, broadcast or
redistributed in any manner.

© Copyright 2008, The News & Observer Publishing Company

A subsidiary of The McClatchy Company

http://www.newsobserver.com/690/v-print/story/52225 9.html 6/28/2008



