
   
 

     
 

 

 

 

                                            

 

 

Walking to a Place You Belong:  

Exploring the Impact of Walkability and Historical Factors on 
Durham’s Black Wall Street    

  

  

Alissa Goode 

  
  

Faculty Advisor: Edward Triplett  

Art, Art History, & Visual Studies  

 

 

April 2023   

 

 

  

This project was submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in 
the Graduate Liberal Studies Program in the Graduate School of Duke University. 

 

 



   
 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright by  

Alissa Goode 

April 2023 

 

 

 



   
 

 iii  
 

Abstract  
 

This project investigates the significance of walkability and historical factors, such as redlining, 

Jim Crow laws, and Durham's Urban Renewal Project, and their impact on the emergence and 

demise of Durham's Black Wall Street. Additionally, the study examines how these factors 

contributed to fostering a sense of community and pride within the Black community in Durham. 

The study utilizes a GIS-based analysis and a GIS (Geographic Information Systems) Story Map 

that includes historical maps and directories from Durham to visualize and analyze the spatial 

distribution of businesses and community resources in the Black Wall Street area. The study's 

results suggest that walkability played a crucial role in the success of Black Wall Street, and that 

historical factors, such as redlining and urban renewal, contributed to its decline. However, 

despite these challenges, the Black community in Durham fostered a strong sense of community 

and pride, which has continued to shape the city's culture and identity.  

 

Link to Part 2 ArcGIS Online Story Map:  

https://arcg.is/0e8Sbv 
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Preface   
  

Black Wall Street was a term used to describe a prosperous African American business 

district in Durham, North Carolina, in the early 20th century. The success of Durham's Black 

Wall Street was due to the leadership of African American entrepreneurs like John Merrick, 

Aaron Moore, and C.C. Spaulding, who founded the North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance 

Company in 1898. The company became the largest African American-owned business in the 

country, creating jobs and income for Black Americans in Durham and elsewhere.1  

Durham's Black Wall Street is not a hidden history confined to the dusty shelves of a 

library's archives. However, it is also not included in the mainstream history lessons typically 

taught in schools. In terms of studying African American history within the United States, while 

we do learn about the events leading up to the Civil War, the Civil War itself, and the Civil 

Rights Era, there is a significant period and events that took place in between. By exploring this 

period, you can discover a variety of histories that are not typically covered in schools. These 

histories are important and provide valuable insight into the struggles and triumphs of the 

African American community in Durham.  

I have lived in North Carolina most of my life. I grew up in Fayetteville’s. It was not until 

I started working with people in the community, tutoring kids in Durham public schools, 

volunteering at a local food distribution center for underprivileged people and working as an 

 
1“Since 1898 A Beacon on Black Wall Street From Bricks and Mortar to Community Building ”(NC Mutual Life 
Insurance and Financial Solutions), accessed April 3, 2023, https://www.ncmutuallife.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/grandest_compan_printer2016-002.pdf. 



   
 

 2  
 

intern at Duke's Office of Durham and Community Affairs, working in the NC Mutual life 

building, that I started learning more about Durham’s Black Wall Street.  

 My interest peaked even further after l started taking a Historical Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS) class. Now I could learn more about the history and have spatial data 

analysis and visualizations that physically allowed me to see changes over time within Durham. 

Through the visualizations, I felt more connected to Durham's history than ever before. Looking 

at the changes and trends within Durham over time through GIS allowed me to understand the 

spatial context of the area and recognize its changes through the years. 

Having acquired all this new historical knowledge made me think if I, someone who has 

spent most of my life in North Carolina and someone who is part of the African diaspora, was 

not aware of such a significant part of history, then how could I expect non-Black individuals, 

particularly those coming here to work (Durham transplants), to know or even care about this 

history?  
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Introduction 
  

Black Wall Street was once a bustling cluster of African American businesses and 

entrepreneurs on Parrish Street in Durham, North Carolina. The growth and subsequent decline 

of this community is a well-known story to many of Durham's African American residents, but it 

is obscure to Durham transplants. Nonetheless, its significance in American history cannot be 

ignored, especially by individuals who actively participated (and continue to participate) in the 

gentrification of Durham.  

Due to segregation, African American residents were primarily limited to walking in 

certain parts of the city and living in specific neighborhoods for several reasons, including 

redlining and Jim Crow laws. They were frequently abused verbally and physically when 

venturing into "white" areas. Despite these restrictions, African American residents of Durham 

still managed to create a vibrant and thriving business district known as Black Wall Street in the 

Hayti Community. The success of Durham's Black Wall Street can be attributed in part to its 

walkability, which contributed to its value as an accessible and distinctive part of the city's urban 

landscape. This asset offered both economic development and social amenities and provided an 

opportunity for visitors and residents alike to easily navigate the area.  

 My project aims to identify the elements that allowed Durham's Black Wall Street to 

thrive, and the factors that led to its demise. A significant one was Urban renewal in the 1960s 

and 1970s, after the Durham Redevelopment Commission was founded in 1958.  

Durham’s Black Wall Street focused on creating a culture of intentional networking and 

collaboration to foster an ecosystem of mutual support and growth for both business owners and 

the local community. This model enabled Black businesses in Durham to improve the local 
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economy through shared resources.2  Conversely, Urban Renewal contributed to the demise of 

Durham’s Black Wall Street by displacing many Black-owned businesses and homes, destroying 

the social and economic fabric of the community, and perpetuating systemic racism and 

inequality. � The degree of walkability in the city aimed to give a comprehensive understanding 

of what made Black Wall Street such a special place. Durham's Black Wall Street was a unique 

neighborhood that deserves to be remembered and honored. Its legacy continues to inspire and 

educate people about the power of business and the resilience of the human spirit's tenacity in the 

face of adversity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2Heather Hunt and Allison De Marco, “Racial Inequality, Poverty and Gentrification in Durham, North Carolina,” 
Frank Porter Graham child development institute, January 1, 1970, https://fpg.unc.edu/publications/racial-
inequality-poverty-and-gentrification-durham-north-carolina.  
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Two Faces of Oppression   

 

During Durham's Black Wall Street era, African Americans were restricted from living in 

specific neighborhoods for several reasons, including redlining and Jim Crow laws. Redlining 

was a practice used by banks and other lending institutions to designate specific neighborhoods 

as "high-risk" based on their racial and socioeconomic makeup. As a result, these areas were 

often marked red on maps, hence the term "redlining." As a result, residents in these areas were 

denied access to loans and other financial services, making it difficult to purchase homes or start 

businesses in more affluent neighborhoods. 3  

Redlining, alongside Jim Crow laws, played a significant role in the racial segregation 

and economic disparities faced by African Americans in the United States. Jim Crow laws 

enforced racial segregation through the legal separation of public spaces based on race, including 

housing, schools, and transportation. This led to African Americans being relegated to separate, 

inferior housing and neighborhoods deprived of public services and resources, creating 

segregated and impoverished areas such as Durham's Black Wall Street. 

 Sociologist Martin Ruef's The Spatial Mismatch Hypothesis (SMH) explains how the 

segregation of people of color from the larger urban population has led to an economic and 

spatial stratification within that population, resulting in a "spatial mismatch" between resources 

and opportunities.4 In Durham, North Carolina, the SMH is particularly relevant to the city's 

 
3 Heather Hunt and Allison De Marco, “Racial Inequality, Poverty and Gentrification in Durham, North Carolina,” 
Frank Porter Graham child development institute, January 1, 1970, https://fpg.unc.edu/publications/racial-
inequality-poverty-and-gentrification-durham-north-carolina. 
4 Martin Ruef and Angelina Grigoryeva, “Jim Crow and the Spatial Mismatch Hypothesis,” American Journal of 
Sociology 126, no. 2 (January 2020): pp. 407-452, https://doi.org/10.1086/711686. 
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Black Wall Street, which formed a solid foundation of economic success. The SMH explains 

how urban renewal plans systematically destroyed Black areas of prosperity because these plans 

excluded people of color from the same resources and opportunities readily available to white 

residents due to spatial barriers caused by segregation policies. These policies have had long-

lasting impacts on the economic and social opportunities available to African Americans in 

Durham. 
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The Dangers of Walking While Black 
 

The ability to safely move from one place to another has played a critical role in the 

African American community's history and cultural heritage. In many Southern cities and towns, 

African American neighborhoods were physically separated from white neighborhoods, making 

it difficult for residents to move freely and easily between areas. However, walking has been a 

significant method of transportation and socialization for African Americans since the days of 

slavery. Durham's Black Wall Street is an example of the importance of walkability in creating 

an attractive, comfortable, and safe environment for pedestrians, because travel at the time could 

be dangerous for African Americans.  

The story of Pvt. Booker T. Spicely is a tragic exemplar of African Americans' dangers 

while traveling in the South during the Jim Crow era.5 Private Spicely was a soldier stationed at 

Camp Butner A former Army installation located 15 miles north of Durham in 1944. Durham 

was a place on passes or leave. On July 8th, 1944, Spicely so as not to break segregation 

protocol. However, when a few white soldiers boarded the bus shortly after, the driver, Herman 

Council, ordered Spicely While the other solider that accompanied him moved to the back of the 

bus, Spicely stayed and appealed to the white soldiers, arguing that they all fought for the same 

country and that he should not be treated differently. The white soldiers agreed with Spicely and 

went to the back of the bus themselves. However, Council continued to insist that Spicely move 

to the back, and Spicely refused, telling Council that he would not be told what to do by someone 

 
5 Jay Price, “In the Jim Crow Era, 'after-the-Fact Lynchings' Spread Racial Terror in Durham and Elsewhere,” WUNC 
(North Carolina Public Radio , September 27, 2018), https://www.wunc.org/military/2018-09-24/in-the-jim-crow-
era-after-the-fact-lynchings-spread-racial-terror-in-durham-and-elsewhere. 
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driving the bus because 'he was a 4-F, 6 (4-F meaning a category of man unfit for military service 

due to physical, mental, or moral reasons). 

This insult enraged Council, Spicely tried to apologize afterwards but Council would not 

be receptive. Spicely left the bus on West Club Boulevard, and the Council exited it through the 

front door with a .38 pistol. He shot Spicely twice at close range, and Spicely died soon after due 

to gunshot wounds through the heart and liver. Council was tried for the second-degree murder 

of Spicely but was acquitted by an all-white jury that was said to have deliberated for only 28 

minutes, finding that Council killed Spicely in self-defense.7 

The story of Pvt. Booker T. Spicely highlights the risks African Americans faced when 

traveling in the South, including being denied service and subjected to violence and harassment 

by white supremacists. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Jay Price, “In the Jim Crow Era, 'after-the-Fact Lynchings' Spread Racial Terror in Durham and Elsewhere,” WUNC 
(North Carolina Public Radio , September 27, 2018), https://www.wunc.org/military/2018-09-24/in-the-jim-crow-
era-after-the-fact-lynchings-spread-racial-terror-in-durham-and-elsewhere. 
 
 
71. “Pvt. Booker T. Spicely,” The Civil Rights and Restorative Justice Project, February 14, 2023, 
https://crrj.org/efforts/booker-spicely/. 
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Walking While Black: The Need for Safety 
 

Walkability measures the ease and comfort of walking in a particular area. It considers 

the availability and safety of sidewalks, crosswalks, and other amenities, as well as physical and 

psychological comfort.8  Kevin Lynch's Image of the City is a seminal work in urban planning 

and design that examines how people perceive, interpret, and organize the urban environment in 

their minds. Lynch discusses how physical layout, culture, history, and symbols contribute to an 

individual's image of the city and how these images guide urban planners and designers.9 Lynch 

also emphasizes the importance of walkability in creating an attractive, comfortable, and safe 

environment for pedestrians. In Durham's Black Wall Street, walkability was essential for 

allowing residents to access businesses and community spaces, which fostered a sense of 

community and identity. Walking in Durham's Black Wall Street was a primary form of 

transportation and was considered a way to build community, bring people together, and 

experience the city intimately.10 Compared to other forms of transportation, walking allowed for 

a closer connection to the environment and a deeper understanding of the city's history, culture, 

and people. Freedom of movement was a hard-won right necessary for the community's 

economic and social success.  

Overall, Lynch's work emphasizes the importance of creating cities that are accessible 

and legible to their residents and the role that walkability plays in creating a sense of identity and 

place. For example, in Durham's Black Wall Street, walkability contributed significantly to the 

 
8 5 “Modeling Walkability - Esri,” accessed April 3, 2023, 
https://www.esri.com/news/arcuser/0112/files/walkability.pdf. 
 
9 Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City (Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press, 1977). 
10 1. Andre D. Vann, “Race and Place: The Upbuilding of Hayti and Black Wall Street - Andre D. Vann,” issuu, June 
15, 2021, https://issuu.com/nccentraluniv/docs/nccu-of-counsel-magazine-ncrops/s/12552020. 
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area's value as an accessible and distinctive part of the city's urban landscape, offering economic 

development and social amenities, and providing visitors and residents with the ability to 

navigate the area easily. 
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Environmental Racism: Broken Dreams and Empty Promises  
  

Durham's Urban Renewal Project in the mid-twentieth century was touted to revitalize 

the city and improve its residents' living conditions. However, the project devastated Durham's 

Black Wall Street and its African American residents. In addition, the project is a clear example 

of environmental racism. Highway 147’s construction deliberately avoided white-owned 

businesses, homes, and factories while destroying Black-owned businesses, homes, and 

factories.11  

The project resulted in the demolition of much of the Hayti community, and many of the 

Black Wall Street businesses. This had a devastating impact on the Black community's economic 

stability, as many companies were forced to close or relocate, and many inhabitants were evicted 

from their homes.12 The city's promises to African American residents throughout the urban 

redevelopment effort were unfulfilled. For example, the city promised to provide affordable 

housing for displaced residents, but the new housing developments were often expensive and 

inaccessible to low-income residents. Additionally, the city promised job training and 

opportunities for African American residents, but these promises never materialized. 

The construction of the freeway through areas mostly inhabited by African Americans 

highlights environmental racism. Urban renewal and economic development are clear examples 

of systemic racism and discrimination. Durham's urban renewal project devastated the Black 

 
11 Andrew H. Whittemore, “Racial and Class Bias in Zoning: Rezonings Involving Heavy Commercial and Industrial 
Land Use in Durham (NC), 1945–2014,” Taylor & Francis (Journal of the American Planning Association , July 12, 
2017), https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01944363.2017.1320949. 
12 1. Heather Hunt and Allison De Marco, “Racial Inequality, Poverty and Gentrification in Durham, North Carolina,” 
Frank Porter Graham child development institute, January 1, 1970, https://fpg.unc.edu/publications/racial-
inequality-poverty-and-gentrification-durham-north-carolina. 
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Wall Street community and its African American residents, and it is important to recognize and 

acknowledge the harm caused by these actions to move toward a more just and equitable future 

for all communities. 
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A People, not a Place 
  

Although we have discussed Durham's Black Wall Street as a geographical location, 

Black Wall Street was not just a location. It is also an idea. It expands far beyond the confines of 

Parrish Street. It is not only a place. It is the people; it is a mindset and a philosophy of Black 

excellence and Black prosperity. It is a belief that Black people can create, manage, and thrive in 

their own businesses, communities, and organizations. It is a belief that Black people can use 

their skills and talents to create a better quality of life for themselves and their families. It is a 

belief that Black people can work together to build a better future and create a solid foundation 

for generations to come. Black Wall Street is a mindset and philosophy that celebrates and 

embraces Black excellence, entrepreneurship, and economic empowerment. 

In Supporting Black Business Ecosystems: Lessons from Durham's Black Wall Street, 

Henry McKoy, Leon  Prieto, an Simone Phipps explain how Durham’s Black Wall Street 

exemplifies how communities can effectively build and support a Black business ecosystem 

focused on community identity, safety, and "nucleation."13 By investing in Black businesses 

within the area, the community created a self-sustaining economic ecosystem that provides 

economic stability and social cohesion among the residents. Durham’s African American 

community also established a sense of safety by creating a physical and symbolic barrier 

between Black Wall Street and the other surrounding businesses. The importance of safety and 

identity allowed Black Wall Street to become a source of nucleation for the community by 

creating a sense of belonging and belongingness to the community. Furthermore, Black Wall 

 
13 Henry C McKoy, Leon C Prieto, and Simone Phipps, “Supporting Black Business Ecosystems: Lessons ”(MIT Sloan 
Management Review, 2022), https://www.proquest.com/docview/2641929240?pq-
origsite=gscholar&fromopenview=true. 
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Street symbolizes success for the Black community in Durham. It exemplifies what is possible 

when a community comes together and invests in Black businesses.14 

The success of Black Wall Street was not only due to its economic prosperity but also to 

the social and cultural connections fostered within the community. African Americans�15��The 

community of Durham's Black Wall Street provided African Americans with a sense of 

belonging and safety in a time of segregation and discrimination.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
14 1. Andre D. Vann, “Race and Place: The Upbuilding of Hayti and Black Wall Street - Andre D. Vann,” issuu, June 
15, 2021, https://issuu.com/nccentraluniv/docs/nccu-of-counsel-magazine-ncrops/s/12552020. 
15 Carolyn Boyes-Watson, “Community Is Not a Place but a relationship1: Lessons for Organizational 
Development,” Public Organization Review 5, no. 4 (December 14, 2005): pp. 359-374, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11115-005-5096-5. 
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The Proud Fitzgerald-Murray Family 
  

Proud Shoes is an autobiographical work by Pauli Murray, an African American civil 

rights activist, lawyer, priest, and feminist.16 Their book tells the story of Murray's family, 

including their grandparents and parents, and their experiences in the American South during the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries. Murray's time in Durham, North Carolina, was particularly 

significant in shaping their worldview and activism. Durham was a hub of black economic and 

cultural activity during Murray's childhood in the early 1900s. Murray's maternal grandfather, 

Robert Fitzgerald, was a soldier, farmer, educator, and businessman. Born free to formerly 

enslaved parents, Fitzgerald attended school and learned brickmaking before his family settled in 

a growing Black community in Pennsylvania. During the Civil War, Fitzgerald worked with the 

Union army, sustained injuries that affected his vision, and later served in the Navy and Calvary. 

After the war, he taught at the Freedmen's Chapel School in Virginia and later established 

Freedmen Bureau schools in North Carolina. He and his brother Richard B. Fitzgerald 

established a brick factory in Durham’s West End neighborhood in 1879, and these bricks were 

used in many major construction projects and in various cities throughout North Carolina.17 

Despite his war wounds limiting his activities, Fitzgerald's legacy lived on through his six 

children who contributed to science and literature, including his grandchild, Pauli Murray. This 

gave Murray a sense of pride in her family's accomplishments and a strong understanding of the 

importance of Black economic power in the face of systemic racism. 

 
16 Pauli Murray, Proud Shoes: The Story of an American Family (Beacon Press, 1999). 
17 Marvin Krieger, “Fitzgerald, Robert George,” NCpedia, accessed April 8, 2023, 
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/fitzgerald-robert-george. 
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In Proud Shoes, Murray describes their experiences attending Hillside High School in 

Durham, which was the city's segregated high school for black students. Despite the segregation, 

Murray received an excellent education and developed a deep appreciation for learning. They 

also became involved in activism, participating in protests against discriminatory practices in 

Durham and beyond. Murray's time in Durham helped shape their understanding of racial 

injustice and the importance of education and economic empowerment in the fight for civil 

rights. They later went on to become a lawyer and played a key role in landmark cases such as 

Brown v. Board of Education, which outlawed segregation in public schools. Murray's legacy 

continues to inspire activists and scholars today, and Durham remains an important site for 

understanding the history of black resistance and resilience in the American South. 

The family narrative of Richard Fitzgerald, Robert Fitzgerald, and Pauli Murray is 

grounded in the idea of Durham's Black Wall Street and individual stories that represent the 

broader history of African American entrepreneurship and community-building in Durham. It 

provides a window into the experiences of African American families and communities during a 

time of segregation and discrimination. In Durham, the struggles of building a life for themselves 

after being enslaved and attaining freedom are chronicled in the story of Murray’s family 

journey. Murray's family was deeply involved in the Black Wall Street community, and their 

book provides a rich and nuanced perspective on the experiences of African American families 

during this time. By sharing their stories, they are helping to preserve the legacy of Durham's 

Black Wall Street and the resilience and determination of African American families and 

communities.18 

 

 
18 Pauli Murray, Proud Shoes: The Story of an American Family (Beacon Press, 1999). 
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Methodology  
 

ArcGIS is a powerful software that allows for creating, manipulating, and analyzing 

spatial data. It can be used to map and analyze changes in an area over time and to identify 

patterns and trends19 One way to understand the changes over time in Durham's Black Wall 

Street is to use GIS technology. Over time, the decline of Durham's Black Wall Street was also 

influenced by factors such as systematic inequalities, urban renewal, and economic changes. By 

using GIS technology and historical data, we can better understand the complex interplay of 

these factors and their impact on the community.  

Sanborn maps are detailed historical maps that provide significant insights that go beyond 

their literal purpose to assess the vulnerability of buildings to fire. Analyzing Sanborn maps of 

Durham, North Carolina, exposes inequalities in the locations where African Americans lived in 

relation to Durham's "Black Wall Street" during the early twentieth century. African American 

residences in the Hayti area were primarily tiny, wooden constructions, but white residents' 

homes were larger and brick. This suggests that African American residents had worse living 

conditions than white residents and that their houses were more fragile. Another difference 

revealed by the Sanborn maps is the positioning of public amenities like parks and schools. The 

maps show that public amenities were concentrated in white communities while they were 

lacking in African American neighborhoods. This is an example of systemic racism, in which 

African Americans were separated from the rest of the city, resulting in their exclusion from 

public amenities.  

 
19 “About ArcGIS Online,” ArcGIS Online (Esri), accessed April 3, 2023, https://doc.arcgis.com/en/arcgis-online/get-
started/what-is-agol.htm. 
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ArcGIS is a useful tool for evaluating changes throughout time in relation to Durham's 

Black Wall Street growth and collapse. We may better understand the variables that contributed 

to the district's downfall and how those elements continue to affect the neighborhood by utilizing 

this tool to study characteristics such as walkability, redlining, and public amenities. We can use 

this knowledge to solve these concerns and create a more equitable and sustainable future for the 

site and its residents 
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Screenshot of the Historical Maps and Durham directories from 1924 and 1931 but I utilized in my analysis 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/638c6d530a42475f99ab1db258c37e2c  
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Key Findings  
 

One of the most interesting spatial patterns that I found while I was browsing through 

Durham directories from 1924 and 1931 directories. One factor that contributed to this decline 

was the impact of the Great Depression, which began in 1929 and had a devastating effect on the 

American economy. In comparing directories, the first one is from 1924 and includes 89 

businesses, out of which eight spaces were unoccupied. However, as the years progressed and 

the Great Depression hit in 1931, the number of listed businesses reduced to 78, with a 

significant increase to 22 vacancies.  

As people lost their jobs and struggled to make ends meet, they had less money to spend 

on goods and services, and businesses of all kinds suffered. This would have been particularly 

true for Black-owned businesses, which may have been more vulnerable to economic shocks due 

to systemic racism and discrimination. Another factor that played a role in the decline of 

Durham's Black Wall Street was redlining, a widespread practice in the United States during the 

early 20th century. We could speculate about whether redlining involved banks and other lending 

institutions drawing maps of neighborhoods and rating them based on perceived risk, with Black 

neighborhoods often being given the lowest ratings. This made it difficult for Black 

entrepreneurs to obtain loans and other forms of financing, which would have limited their 

ability to start or grow businesses in the area. 

We can try and speculate to see what happens and tell you whether that is harsher 

redlining or just the ramifications of the great depression. Overall, this was something that I 

found interesting. 
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Limitations  
  

Although there was some source material and information available, that is not to say that 

this project did not present any limitations. One of the limitations is the lack of primary sources. 

I found that many of these businesses did not document their histories, or the available 

information is not readily accessible to the public for various privacy reasons.  

For example, at the start of this project, I was interested in researching the archives of 

M&F bank and the individuals and businesses they loaned to. I was able to contact the president 

of the bank and explain my project. However, because of privacy concerns I was not able to gain 

access but was informed of certain online resources, so just confidential banking, and insurance 

coverage information, that I could use. As a result, I had to rely on sources such as newspapers, 

government documents, and oral histories, which may not provide a complete or accurate picture 

of the events and experiences.  

Second, the available sources may be biased or incomplete, reflecting the opinions and 

interests of the writers or institutions that developed them. For example, newspapers in Durham's 

Black Wall Street may have misrepresented or minimized the triumphs and hardships of the 

African American community. Furthermore, government documentation may have ignored or 

distorted the perspectives and experiences of African American, who were frequently 

marginalized and excluded from political power. 

Finally, Durham's Black Wall Street history is intertwined with bigger societal and 

economic issues such as racial segregation, discrimination, and economic injustice. As a result, 

researching this history may necessitate a more comprehensive grasp of these complicated and 

interconnected concerns, which can be challenging and time-consuming.  
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To overcome these constraints, I used a range of ways to verify and contextualize the 

available sources. For example, triangulating several sources and perspectives can provide a 

fuller and more accurate picture of events and experiences for example the story of Booker T 

Spicely what is the process of piecing together newspaper articles, eyewitness account, and court 

documents and proceedings to piece together one cohesive narrative. I also used critical analysis 

and historical context to discover and examine biases and limits in the available materials and 

tried to use interdisciplinary methodologies such as sociology, economics, and anthropology to 

understand Durham's Black Wall Street's historical and social settings better. 
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Where do we go from Here? 
 

Despite its destruction, the legacy of Black Wall Street lives on with the people of 

Durham. The spirit of collaboration that made the area successful is still alive. There are more 

than 200 Black-owned businesses in Durham, North Carolina, and a growing number of 

entrepreneurs are reminiscent of the Black Wall Street ecosystem20 These businesses range from 

restaurants and retail stores to tech and real estate firms.  

The Black Wall Street model, a present-day incentive that models the pillars of Durhams 

original Black Wall Street by focusing on creating a culture of intentional networking and 

collaboration to foster an ecosystem of mutual support and growth for both business owners and 

the local community. This model has enabled Black businesses in Durham to improve the local 

economy through shared resources, collective marketing, and peer mentoring. To further develop 

the Black Wall Street ecosystem, the city of Durham has implemented programs and events that 

help to create connections between businesses and entrepreneurs. These initiatives include “Shop 

Black Durham,” a campaign to encourage citizens to buy from Black-owned businesses21 and 

Black Wall Street Forward, which aspires to continue the legacies of this vibrant work by 

empowering and supporting local leaders, Black business owners, and activists.22  

The Black Wall Street model has also effectively built a sense of community in the local 

area, with businesses offering job opportunities, internships, and mentoring programs to local 

 
20 “Durham's Black-Owned Businesses” (Discover Durham), accessed April 8, 2023, 
https://www.discoverdurham.com/community-culture/black-history/black-owned-
businesses/?page=12&filter_category=65803&categories=65803&filter_keywords=. 
21 “‘Shop Black Week’ Campaign to Boost Support for Black-Owned Businesses,” Greater Diversity News, November 
11, 2019, https://greaterdiversity.com/shop-black-week-campaign-boost-support-black-owned-businesses/. 
22 “Black Wall Street Forward,” Black Wall Street Forward | Forward Cities, accessed April 8, 2023, 
https://forwardcities.org/bwsf/. 
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students and university graduates. Additionally, the Black Wall Street ecosystem has served as a 

platform for Black-owned businesses to highlight their products and services to local 

communities that continues to come together to ensure economic justice and prosperity. The 

spirit of Black Wall Street is an example of how a community can come together to create a 

better future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



   
 

 25  
 

Conclusion 
 

Despite the many challenges that the African American community encountered in the 

early twentieth century, Durham entrepreneurs were able to develop a self-sufficient economy 

that met the requirements of the community. Durham's Black Wall Street emphasizes the 

importance of intentional networking and collaboration to foster mutual support and growth for 

business owners and the local community. However, it also highlights the significance of 

walkability in creating a sense of safety and belonging for community members. By providing a 

physical location where African Americans could come together and build their businesses, 

Black Wall Street enabled its members to access economic opportunities and an expansive 

network of social and economic support. This not only improved the local economy but also 

created a sense of community that extended beyond the city's boundaries. The walkability of 

Black Wall Street allowed for meaningful relationships to form and progress to be made, 

resulting in a shared sense of community identity, values, and purpose. 
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