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Abstract
My dissertation project on colonialism and immigration in Canadian history explores the
complex intersections of discourses of race, nation, and empire. With an emphasis on
the role of visual and popular culture, I locate Canada within transndtidisaussions
about citizenship and civilization. Likenerging statesh y G KS a! y3f 2 LK 2y S
g2NI RéX [/ FyYylFRAIFIya KStLSR SNBOG IyR YFAYyQl
immigration lawsthat discriminated betweend ¢ KA (i S¢ -6 K RImBjéyits v
I'LYFRALY GNIYOALE yFEdA2ylItAadaéd dzaSR QA adz f
create identity and belonging, even as Canadian identity simultaneously trumpeted
tolerance and enlightenment. In turn, antiracists invoked national excephalist
mythologies to opposed raeeased immigration restriction.Looking back at a global
era of nationbuilding, | locate Canada as an emerging nasitate in which Anglo
Canadians faced the challenge of creating a national identity within a raoisalgl
empire, and alongside a powerful Republic that was also virulently racist, but from
which Canadians desperately wad to distinguish themselves. Heated debates about
NI} OS YR Yyl OA2yl f 0St2y3aAy3a Ffa2 dzy Sk NIKS
Canala, the United States, and within the British Empire, including distinctions of
gender, class, and ethnicity, as well as competing and political and ethical sensibilities.
Situated & the intersection of transnational and national history, my project exgs

how this complex case of natidormation spawned subtle and dynamic racial



discourses, an understanding of which will advance our understanding of race and

racism in the twentieth century.
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INTRODUCTION! Y RSNJ 2y S Cft Il 3¢ K wl C
Migration in the Early TwentiethCentury

This project isabout a transnational moment when ideas of whiteness and national
identity were being solidified throughout North America and the British Empire. This
wasan era of massive migratioms well as ofampant immigration restriction. Mass
migrations from A A X ! FNAOF X [FGAYy ! YSNR GCobnial y R K
g 2 NXwRré sharply curtailed, as increasingéstrictiver and increasinglyracialized
policieswere created to controlthe movement of people around the globe. Each
chapter of this prgect deals with a differentaspect of race and natiebuilding in
Canada. My dissertation project on colonialism and immigration in Canadian history
explores the complex intersections of discourses of race, nation, and empire.
Positioning Canada withirransnational discussions about citizenship and civilization,
my project posits Canada's historical process of natioiiding as an instructive case
study within a larger transnational moment of natiilding, which complicates our

understanding of racand racism in the twentieth century.

My project looks baclon a global era of natiotuilding and locates Canada as an

emerging British imperial nation next to a radicapublic. AngleCanadians faced the

1¢KAE GSNY A& RSNA JSRformaion of Yh2 Ndyiceit of th& TAygBdne cdr@afvetzid”, "Anglophone settler world”, or "Anglophone
colonial settler world". This category is based on historigalystructed ideas of the ethnic and cultural superiority of the Englpaking, Btish-
descended, s®©F f f SR{ I4GE3VAEEL Ay b2NIK ! YSNAOI +FyR GKS . NAGA&AK 52YAYyA2yad

For more, see his articl€hang, Kornel. “Circulating Race and Emfiransnational Labor Activism and the Politics of Asian Agitation in the Anglamerican

Pacificworld, 18801910."The Journal of American Histo8@, no. 3 (2009)678.



challenging task of creating a national idéyptalongside a powerfustate: at once
independent andvirulently racist, and from which Canadians desperately wanted to
distinguish themselves. My project interrogates the ways in which this historically
specific case of natieformation gaverise tosuhtle and dynamic discourses of racism
and nationalism, an understanding of which will broaderderstandingof racism and
nationalism more generallyMy research lies at the crux ¢fansnational history and
national history. This study approaches thetdrigal construction of race, nation, and
belonging, as well as the corresponding laws and policies put in place to control peoples'

movements and encounters.

Why Study Canada?

When | explain to people that | study Canada, they often seem mystdedsed, or
evenvaguelyantagonistic. | did my doctoral work in the United States, and much of my
GNAGAY3I Ay 9dzNEB LSO ' YSNAOlIya FfyY2ad AyQ
United Statedo study Canad#& H £ OfrezN@nily)Schfgfd: ¢ & 2 dz CaihdlaR &

history? What historyK € [ Iy RA L yfoo Ehbriiby Euxdpeariistiddirds and

too parochialby American standards to warrant-depth study. But the answer to why

Canada is worth studying is embedded in the question itself. Canadian histenys

irrelevant in part because Canadians have constructed such successful national myths.
Canada portray itselfas a polite, peaceful, picturesqeeuntry, aplace without want or

strife, and one that has always been that wéyus itis historyless. American national



myths are bold and dramatic. The U.S. national narratives are bloody, conflicted,
NEZ2f dziA2y | NB ® .8 O2YLI NRazys> [ IFylFRFIQa
European countries have myriad myths, libese statesare so establishedhat they

R2y Qi NBfeée 2y GKSY F2N) f SA&YBWI GBEshdbti€é |j dzA G S

This seems like a phenomenon of the study of places like Cakaddralia, or New

Zealand which are thought of as obscure, fung places. NotablyEuropeans don't

FSSt (GKA&a gleée Fo2dzi ! d{d KAAG2NRXT S@Sy i
Similarly, Europeans don't question the validity of studyimgr own histories, orthe

history of Europe, more broadly. And Americans don't think thestory irrelevant, or

9 dzNP LBSeD dndny Canadians themselves believe this to be true. And | will admit

that for a long time, this was also true for me. An interest in Canada's history slowly

crept up on me, sneaking under my radar and catching nawvamne, and that is the only

reason | study it today. | never thought | would be a historian, much less that | would

study Canada. But here | am.dzi ¢KI 0 YIlIyeé LIS2LX S R2yQi

understatednesds part of the power of Canadian identitgvdence of very effective

national identity construction Thislack of interest means that the official narrative has

2 That is another quandary of trying to explain the study of Canadian history. In the mind of some Europeans, Canadianzhisténg LISt Sa &t & aySgé o hais
historyonlyd 6 S3F y¢ @gAGK 9dNBLISIHY O2ft2yAltA&YY & (K2daAK GKS LI I Odhd Eufopedns 6 SO YS /|y
WONRAZAKGIQ KAAG2NERO® { dzOK | @A S satewasdla toloMal Refitiore Butefrly in&n$ popufabisShriveédKdriar toa / + y | RF & |
9dNB LISy O2f2yAlLtA&AY 6F2N) YIyez YdOK Y2NB adz00S 44T deimptto réckly, wheniadied toRA R I F 34 SND «
indigenous populations in Canadavho would usually be éaf SR G LYy RALF y&é Ay G(GKS ! yAGSR {GlFGSaod ¢CKS dzas 27F i
the conception that little life, civilization, etc. in the Americas predated contact with Europeans and European colontafis®. G SNY 4G CANBG bl dAz2y

arguably an expression of a nationalism that can counter A@iglioadian and Quebecois nationalism.



been created and maintained with stellar succesghat Canadian history and identity
seems swvery bland, harmless, and unassuminguvsg proof that the historical actors
who created Canadian national identity did so very wellbw could innocent Canada be

complicit in racism and imperialism?

Nation -Building and Transnational Whiteness

Canada, like ahation-states, was inventedswstained, and continually reinventeid a

global context. thus approachistory less as a succession of related events than | do

as a broad historicgtrocess | am concerned withow ideas about race, nation, and

belonging circulated transnationalland were taken up in particular instances. | am
interested in interrogatingnational narratives, but less in studying any country in
AaztlrGA2y® L R2y a0 I&SAK (SE OBILIGARIYGE $ A YN EA
centrality as dominant and disete units of analysis. National narratives and
boundaries are not intrinsically meaningful. They become meaningful by comparison

and in relation to each other Nationstates and their exceptionalisms were not created

in a vacuum. They wetgorn of a transnationaldialogua a flow of people and ideas

that transcended borders.

W.E.B. Du Bois argued in bissayd ¢ KS { 2 dzf & (2920)(i2 KK Alhie Siscaligdy | ¢
of personal whiteness among the world's peoples is a very modernttrangineteenth

and 0 6 SYUASGUK OSyiddzaNE YIFGGSNXGKS @g2NIR Ay |



discovered that it is white and by that token, wondeg&u22)y As Du Boikad famously

predicted inThe Souls of Black F¢lk903),the twentieth century would indeed be the

century of the color line. Intheledpdz2 G SR G ¢ KS {2dz & 2F 2 KAGS
the color line as @lobal phenomenont KA a S&aal e A& 5dz . 2AaQ aotk
colonialism, imperialism, and nationalism. Here, he investigates the racial ¢chexar

and ideologies used to legitimate projects of natlomlding and empirébuilding. Du

. 2A& FalaT dwK82g Ylye 2F dza (2Rl & TFdzZ f& N
of the relation of Europe which is white, to the world which is blacd Brown and

yellow? Bluntly put, that theory is thist is the duty of white Europe to divide up the

RFENJ SN 62NI R YR FTRYAYAAGSNI Al F2NJ 9dzNRB LIS
GAd GKAGSYSaa GKIG 2yS aK2dAGRX KA IRBRFSENBE A A

7 A

26YSNBRKALI 2F @K SINI2R) F2NBOISNI FyR SOHSNE !

The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries saw the rise of new racial discourses,

AY SKAOK GagKAGSE 1LIS2LX S GRAA02OSNBRE GKSAN
era2¥ SYSNHAYy3I NIOAIFf ARS2t23ASas GqoKAGSYSa
used to legitimate newly developing political and economic systeémsways that

FGGFr OKSR o0SySTAGA YR LINARGDAL SPEQELIIR - kA |
states, citzenship, and civil rights were forged alongside emerging racial discourses, and

were used to selectively dispense rights and opportunities to some, and deny them to



20KSNEE 2y (KS ol ara 2F &N &®actount forthdza S (0 K-
process in which sociap2 y a 4 NHzOG SR ARSIF& 2F GNI GS¢ 5 SN
reinforcing concepts of nation, citizenship, and civilizati@most alwaysn ways that

benefitted lighterskinned people at the expense of the dadskinned. Similarly,use

GKS GSN)Y aNI OALFf yI (A2 ytb tekciibe particubriviays of 0 | a
thinking, and also (b) as a nauno identify particular individuals and the discourses they

created and invoked. These social actoseme of whom | will introducén Chapter

One articulated their nationalism through the lens of race, and their racial ideology
GKNRdAK GKS fSya 2F ylLGA2ylrfAaYo® C2NJ YS=Z
possible to explore the intersectional nature of discourses about rawe raatiort

which in turn intersect with discourses of gender and class

For both systems of thoughtthe racialist and the nationalistare about power.
Discourses of whiteness not only pertain to identity, but also to social control.
Especially in a higtical context of rampant imperialism, whiteness was not some
abstract or banal category, but instead formed a foundation for domination. The
O2yaliNHzOUA2Y 2F agKAGSySaae (221 LIXIOS Ay
being challenged by demandsrfdiberation and selfletermination on the part of

darkerskinned peoples of the world. So our thinking about race in this era should never

3 Reginald Horsman uses this termhiis book Race and Manifest Destinyhe Origins of American Racial ArglaxonismCambridgeHarvard University Press,
1981, where he uses it in a chapter heading. | have borrowed and expanded upon the phrase in a way that | find anabfitddy referring to people,
processes, and policies. Marius Turda and Paul Weindling also use this term in theiBloookandHomeland? Eugenics and Racial Nationalism in Central

and Southeast Europe, 190940 Budapest; New Yorkentral European University Press, 2007.



be divorced from understanding the threats to imperial power and white supremacy

posed by antimperialist politicd Y2 @SYSy (4 ® l'YR (GKS | NOK/
understood this perfectly. Amongst the presumptions of this newfound whiteness was

an unasailable sense of entitlemententittement to hold power, to assert it over

others. Du Bois understood this clearypf observingd (i 8 KA a | AadzYLWGA2Yy |
hues of God whiteness alone is inherently and obviously better than brownness or tan

f SIRa (G2 OdNA2Xz2 | OK8aS o6 QdzNRAAzA | Ollaeg AyO
and racial violence, systemeally perpetuated against subordinate racial groups by

dominant ones.

While Du Bois does not consider domination itself to be singular or historically specific,

he does identify therise of a discourse of whitenesas a tool of dominationas

particular to this era of European imperial expansion. He writesod 6 dzOK RS I NJ R

men by men is as old as mankind and the invention of no one race or people. Ever have

men striven to conceive of their victims as different from the victors, endlessly ditferen

in soul and blood, strength and cunning, race and lineage. It has been left, however, to

Europe and to modern days to discover the eternal worldwide mark of meanness

O2f BOHE a® dzNRP LISz ¢ G2 5dz . 2A&ax YSIyd GKS Sy

and professed superior civilization. This symbolic Europe included the United States and

the settler societies of the British Empir@ustralia, New Zealand, South Africa, and

Canadacg the primary focus of this dissertation. My projectterrogates howone

Y2NIKSNY yIFiA2y AGRARYRIENERO2 NNEB & DKV RBYW S & ¢
7



G AY TS NI 2-Wiités® and r2adle thé Blga of whiteness a cornerstonéteproject
of nationbuilding and identity construction. By elucidating the intersectionsacial
ideology and statdormation inthis pivotal era, my project provides a case study that

allows us to better understand larger global historical processes.

The Birth ofVhiteness

C2ft26Ay3 5dz .2Aa Ay G¢KS { naibnian@eémpie KA G S (
Marilyn Lake and Henry Reynoldsilize impressive archival research to prove that the

early twentieth century saw the rise of a global color consciousneake and Reynol&s

project, to which | am indebted, focuses on discoursesaoé and nation in the United

States and British Empir@specially Australia, South Africa, and India. The authors
RSY2YAGNI 0SS O2y@AyOAy3afe GKII awgB8KAGSYSaa
that crossed national boundaries and shaped gldu#® f A (i A (} £Thisomasnan gra

of nationbuilding, during which new natiestates proliferated across the globe

layering over older, feudal or tribal distinctigmsewer hierarchies based on citizenship,

skin color, and industrial capiism. In he context of global migration and nation

building, experiments with democratic forms of social and political organization forged
different social relationships and ideas about racEhis age of liberal democracy was

also an age of empire, and the catemgsr of citizen and subject were racialized in
complicated ways. And like many other nationalisms, Canadian national identity was

created during a historicahomentof anti-colonial struggle.



The construction of whiteness was both historically speaifid defensive, taking place

at a moment when antcolonialism threatened the global status quo of white
supremacy. The historical context was one of colonial competition. Struggles for
dominance were at once national and global. In effect, the world bk rent and

wrought by a vigorous colonial contest between 0 NA @ f -state& and S¢ y I
imperial powers, pitted against each other for global power and control, but also (b)
0SG6SSy NIOSazx 6AGK GKS GoKAGEENH R aSH & @
In his era, Du Bois was not alone in conceiving of this age of imperialism and-nation
building in these terms. Racial nationalists also saw it this way.alkes and Reynolds

explain, nationalists across North America and the BritishiEensaw themselves as part

2F I O2FftAGAZ2Y 2F GaoKAGS YSydua O2dzyiNASax
Western civilization from the encroachment of inferior races. The solution to the
auppity-nesg of these racialized haveots? Policies ofrimigration restriction and the

creation of a global color ling.

4¢KAE O2YLISGAGAZY (G221 ydzZYSNRBdzA TFT2N¥az yl YSt e eihd, (2)orcoaSa dver teajn arfl pepledamd) G KS a0 Sa
(3) for the superiority of national ideals

5L 02NNRg¢ GKS GSN¥ a3tz2olt O02t2N tAySé FNRBY [F1S | yR wsAfmtahiAReian agiicdf RSNRA JS A
segregation, Benjamin Mays, also commented upon the global reach of the color linel@3isarticle The Color Line around the WorldThe Journal of
Negro Educatio, no. 2 (1937)134n o ® {dFrdAay3 GKIFG 66KBSENE atad ¥K ARED QRNMPOASS tA 45 BLANNIARS y OS&43 20 4 SNIJ
Africans complain constantly of the discriminatory treatment which they receive from Englishmen not only in Englandrbasireaéry part of the British
52YFAYé OMNHUO® |l aKphilKl Bdz REXFAYSAGGKS OSANNWOY It AEKYSYéE ONBIRfe&zs (G2 AyOf dz
includes African Americans and other Afriedascended peoples. In other more contemporary scholarship, and the notion of segregation as a global
phenomenox |+ wmMdpdd 0221 +Ffa2 OKFNFOGSNAT SR NI OALl f A Baul, @hat, Andl doe R. N@adihe Blohalk S 62 NI R Ay
Color LineRacial and Ethnic Inequality agtruggle from a Global PerspectiBtanford, ConnJAl Press, 1999.



Anglo-Canadiaf nationalists certainly shared this view of the global racial status quo.
Like racial nationalists everywhere, some Canadians participated in the transnational
formation of whiteness and the global color line. We shall meet sarhéthese racial
nationalists in Chapter One, and engage with their exclusionary ideas. But this is not
only a story of racial violence and exclusion. This project also focuses on national
belongirg and inclusion.Racial nationalists wanted to build a nation, and this relied on
inclusion and assimilation, not just exclusion and separation. These were two sides of
the same coin. These processes took place simultaneously, and each relied on the

other.

Project Description and Chapter Summary

In fact, inclusion and belongirig the theme of my first chapter. Each chapter centers
around both (a) a specificprocess, andb) specificracial grougs). Most broadly, the
themes of my chapters are th®llows. (1) belonging, (2) exceptionalism, (3) dissent,
and (4) ambivalenceMy first chapter focuses on the migration of ethnic whites from
Europe, and the creation of a cohesive sens€afadiannessChapter One establigs

GKS AYLRNIIFIFOE: 2F2 aBKKIIBYQa San8eékpdrehav y I G A 2

6 . & &Yyl R kh rgfErdng toEnglish speaking Canadians of British ancestry. This group was dominant in Canadian politics, and was also considered

dzyF a&F Aflofte aosKAGSET dzyft A1S &2YS ndBSGhapteOCINE LIS Yy YAINI yi INRBdzLIAS & L GAft
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this racial category became a vehicle for the social inclusion of sbimécimmigrants

and exclusion of others

z

Ny

a® a4SO02yR OKIFLIWGSN F20dzaSa 2y K2¢g (skfsl adl

African Canadians was mythologized as peaceful and benevolent, to elide the necessary
brutality of nationbuilding. In Chapter Two, | argue that Canadians used conciliatory
national narratives to bolster their British imperial iteration of whiteneasad
masculinitg Ay O2y GNI} &ad G2 ! YSNAOI yAQ a&dzy NUz & ¢
third chapter explores how debates about Chinese immigration became a battleground
for competing national visions and rival exceptionalisms within both Canadalend t
United States. Specifically, Chapter Three argues that debates about Chinese exclusion
dzy SI NI KSR RSSLJ Of SI @I 3S at eapgcially i SermS bficl&s3, 2 NB
gender, and region. My fourth chapter is about the complexity of Empire, hifiihg

of alliances especially with nofwhite participants in imperialism. Chapter Four
explores the ambivalent relationship between the British Empire, white Dominions, and

0§ KSANI d&o NRPwW gpecihidd®, (ibktseed the Empire and natistates over

migration from Japan and India.

7 In this vein, Chapter One is related to critical whiteness studies that examine the development of racial ideology ¢alhdstatiéxt But where it diverges from
many studies is that it examinesspecificcase study in the cdext of broadertransnational processes. In this respect, my study is influenced by those that

study racial formations in transnational historical context.
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C2ft2gAy3a 20KSNJ ONARGAOIET NIOS &O0OK2ftI NBRX |
constructed category. | also conceive of race gsomes$ Rather than essential and

universal, racial categories are culturadlyecifc concepts created during certain

moments in history, to serve particular ends. My project interrogates how racial
categories came to be ascribed to people during a moment of nddiolding, and how
constructiors 2 T $INI DY R 2F  ayl ( xenioreing.g § S theYidai dz f £ &
GNI OAFfTATFGAR2YE (2 NBFSNI G2 GKS Y@NAIFIR gl &
the presumed attributesascribed togivenracial categories.Understanding race as a
processgoes hand in hand witthe concept ofd NI YR i & 2 y I dcoountyférthel 2

waysin which the ideological content of nationalism; natibuoilding projects;and the

laws and policies that support these projectsecome racialized.

| 26 SOSNE fA1S Y2al aoOK2f |l NE ga&ia categodeRa@s a NI O
though they were unproblematic. | find it necessary$ ¥ SNJ G2 a20AFf I OG 2

Gof I O1TE a! aAl yTé GXNINEO E DNT S 2 WdR RNtB 1€ v 5 €

8 Just as Gail Bederman explains of gendevlamliness and CivilizatiotN: O S (i isforicd, ieolddical process o Sintilaply, it is important to study the
historical process of making race in order to understand how discourses of whiteness, like other dominant racial disstrwmrgespver history. Particular
versions of whiteness alsd S G KSANJ 26y KAAG2NARAOIt AaLSOAFAOAGE® 14 02y dSYLR2Nhoi®E ONRGAOLNt
the power of whiteness lies its invisibility and its normativity. The privileges attached to whiteness are often ini&iOld @ St & 06 SOl dzaS 2F (KA & d&Ay
whiteness itself. But in some ways this silent, ubiquitous whiteness is a recent historical phenomenon. By tueidest, oféwhitenesg in the nineteenth
and twentieth century whiteneswas frequently boastfil and bombastic. After allhe notion of whiteness asegemonicwasbeing activelycreatedat this
time. While whiteness surely went assumed and unnamed in many contexts and social circles, it was just as often truonigtezspecially in public
discussions of nation and immigration. And perhaps modest, invisible, contemporary visions of whiteness represent a reagtitiar tvociferous
proclamations of white superiority, which necessarily fell out favor in a-@datll era of espoused univerdaliman rights. In any case, it is important to
understand that dominant discourses of rackke national identity are historical products that change over time.

For a useful discussion of contemporary whiteness; see

Dyer, Richard. 199White: Essays oRace and Culturé.ondon Routledge.
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purposes. These terms themselves are historically and cultyspecific and represent

RAFFSNBYUG LI NFYRAIYEA F2N) GKAYTAY3I Fo2dzi NI C
FNE y26 NBEFTSNMNSR OB% RSROH 'YEHNM N @il v2INR Ad | yTENR
2N A2YSUGAYSa aAyvYLiX e aof HFAUIESIR  G{CMYNEREGF Nl &izA 23
G2RIF® G6SNB F2NX¥YSNI & GSNX¥YSR AaLYRAFYEZ HKAOK

and sometimes in Canada as well.

Historical documents also sometimes refer to racialized populations using pejorative
terminologyt but aways as though racial categories were salient and eternal, rather
than constructed. Because | must engage historical discussions of ideas of race and
nation, the purely descriptive use of racial categories becomes necess#/iiere my
projectdiverges fran many studie®f race and national belonging ikat it examines a
specificcase study in the context dfroadertransnational processes As Du Bois has
observed, the solidification of a sense of whiteness and entitlement was a global
phenomenon Consegently, my project sits at the crux of national history and

transnational history.

How does Canada fit into Transnational Racial Nationalism?

Racial ideology and national identity were constructed hamtdand and used to shape
and reinforce each other Articulations of white Canadian identity were but one small

iteration of a larger transnational process of creating whiteness. As Kornel Chang

13



SELX FAya Ay KAa aDYVIBaaXBNFFOBRYISYysaKBAY
cthe national andthe global have been perceived as being in opposition to each other,

always in tension and locked ina zeam gamé = Ay FIF OG> aGKS 3t 2061
were at times mutually constitutive in a process in which the two were simultaneously

Y I R &81). Studying the national can yield insights into global processes ane vice

versa; yet many useful and insightful studies of whiteness, national identity, and
imperialism mention Canada only in passiiigat all. Even excellent studies of British
imperialign, such as Jane Burbank and Frederick Cooferipires in World History

Power and the Politics of Differen(2010) and Lake and Reynol@sawing the Global

Colour LineWhite Men's Countries and the International Challenge of Racial Equality

(2008) ofter make only minimal references to Candda

So why include Canada in such studies? Part of the value proffered by transnational
approaches is the movement away from the parochialism and exceptionalism that
characterize some national histories. Suchtdnies all too often present historical
events as singular instead of connected. So how could including Canada in such studies

KSft LI NBOGATe GKA&K I'FylFRIFQa KAaAU2NRB A& y?2

we can learn about the mechanism$ @ace, nation, and empire by understanding it

9 In both these projects, the lack of sustained analysis of Canada is completely understandable, given their scope and a@ebitiorly, their transnational
frameworks lend a richness and complexity that manyarl histories lack. Imperialism can only be properly understood transnatipbatiyat the same
time, the relative inattention granted to the Canadian case also means that some of the complexities of whiteness andi imgreoanection are also
neglected.  For each specific instance of natlmwilding also has its own historical and geographical specificity. For instance, geographically isolated
Australians articulated their natichuilding project in far more republican terms than Canadians, wh@@h GSR ! YSNRA Ol Q&4 SELI y&aA2yAdl NJ

threat, as | will go on to explain in greater detail.
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better. This case study is interesting because of the ways in which it is simultaneously
typical and atypical, for how it both interacts with and diverges from larger
transnational processes. Anglanadiannationalists felt strong ties to the British
Empire, and articulated their place in the world in these ternss AndreSiegfried

g NB GS Ay hemapgiish Xanadiars 6consider themselves the sole masters of
Canada; they were not its first occupants attedly, but it is theirs, they maintain, by

NAIKG 2F O2yljdzSaié o6mmpuy @

[ 2t 2y ALt [/ FylFIRFUE LI2E&AGA 2 ybordeking Kifoy a radicdd . NR
republic hostile to Britainbut also within North America and the Atlantic and Pacific

worlds required a complex and contradictory process of national idematystruction.

The complexity of this position meant a process of nataiiding fraught with tensions

and contradictionswhich requiredhe creation of nationalist and imperialist disages

more subtle than those constructed in the other British Dominions or the United States.

My study can also yield insight into the fraudiormation of race and nation because
Canada's has been a remarkably successful case of national identity ctinstruc
Contemporary Canada prides itself on its tolerance and multiculturalism, its liberalism
FYR gAffAy3dySaa G2 3INFyd | aefdzvyo I -y RI
A Y YA 3 N& vich anésaic of ethnic and cultural difference. Yet the Canada of

yesteryear just as highly prized its British allegiance, origins, and whiteness.
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To this end, the state designed a series of racially exclusionary policies to keep Canada a
GoKAGS YlIyda O2dzyiNEBé¢ |yR &aKdzi 2 dziS N2 | f
The late imperial age saw the mass migration of people from Asia, Africa, and the
Caribbean to the fledgling nations of the-salled New World. Canada's response,

fA1S GKIFIG 2F 20KSNJ) GoKAGS Y Shutlagaing theay (i NA S &
unwanted others. Yet, Canada emerged from this openly white supremacist past to

craft a very different contemporary national identityone that lauds tolerance,

inclusion, and diversity. Skillfully wriggling free of the memory of its colonial and
imperial legacyijts late twentieth century projecbf national identity construction has

been so overwhelmingly successful that most people in Canada and around the world

know little of the nation'sacist and imperialigpast

By understanding how this specifnational identity shifted historically, but remained
hegemonic, we can learn the malleability and power of national identity in general. The
ground upon which natiostates justify their existence and proclaim their greatriess

the symbolic content of thir national exceptionalismnecessarily transforms over

time. Fornational exceptionalism is not exceptionall nations base their identities on

stories and myths, pastof larger webs of meaning about what creates legitimacy and
belonging. By bettedzy RSNE I yRAYy 3 K2¢ /[yl RIQa ¢6So6 2
over time, we can better understand nationalism, and its intersections with discourses

of race and exclusion/inclusion. The purpose of this study is not to exceptionalize

Canada, but rather to inseit into transnational discussions of natidnuilding and

16



white supremacy from which it is too often excludadbut in which its racial

nationalists proudly took part.

Finally, | offer one last claim for the significance of this project. My explorafitine
paradoxes of competing regional interests vs. imperial ties adds richness and complexity
to our understanding of racial ideologyhrough my research, | aim to provide a needed
antidote to the dominance of U.8entered paradigms for thinking abouace in the
twentieth century. ! Y S NJp&rtic@adi model is far too often taken as universal
American academic thought The United States and Canada have similar histories in
many important respectsshared backgrounds as British colonies, and shateysical,
economic and to a large exterit human geographies. Yet white Canadians articulated
their whiteness in simultaneous communion witlnd opposition to white Americans

and theirdominant models of race and nationMy project interrogates processexf
national identity construction, and the often contradictory discourses of race and nation
these processes both created and were created by.

/' FYIFRFQ&a FYOoA@IfSyOS NBFESOGSR (KIFIaG 2F (K
semiautonomous states nexssarily underwent mcesses of statéormation distinct

from the British metropolitan experiengeAmerican independenceand the national

liberation struggles of whalistorian George M. Fredrickson h@d:- f €t SR a SEG NI O
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aSELX 2A 0 G'R 2wite Dabnihibndsyich &sCanada inhabited an -between
position that was neither ruling nor rebelliousSemiautonomous, heir power was
borrowed, and they were always in the process of becomifigney neither had the
unguestioned legitimacy of an establesh empire, nor the seilflaimed power of a
revolutionary state that had won its independencés Eva Mackey has argued her

work on nationbuilding in Canaddnew settler societies, unlike traditional European
nations, have had to 'undertake the prose®f nation formation urgently, visibly,
defensively'. They are always being 'caught in the act, embarrassed by the process of

construction™ (22, citing Bennieet al, 1994)

What is more, societies like Canada hawedifferent landscape and genealpghan
identity in the older nations of Europe or even the United Statédadkey: 22).

al O1 SeQa Llakesiltherk s sdnfethifg especially challenging about
establishing a sense of national identity and belonging in new settler societiesss Trhis i
part by virtue of their newness. But it is especially true in settler societies like Canada
and the former British Dominions, which lack a dramatic founding moment that can be
memorialized and mythologized as with the American Revolution in the ti8tates.
Similarly, Istorian George M. Fredrickson argues White Supremacythat "white

settler societies" differd from "tropical 'exploitation colonies™ (4).

10 While they had some level of autonom®@ S NI [ Ayt & Y2NB a2 GKIy Ylye . NAGAAK O2t2yAS&Z Aeff F ydzZyoSNJI 2
A2 PSNY Ay 3Ié dzyiAf mbomZI | yR Ay [térforiaRpo@sis, ti@ir Righestdmlidsinkre im Brigain &andihiéyScoduld ot Bmentl2 S E G NI

their own constitutions.
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In his comparative study of racism and segregation in South Africa and the United
States, Fredrickson contrasts the "regions claimed byEnglish on the eastern coast of

North Americalwhich] were temperate in climate and potentially attractive to white

colonists as permanent homés | 31 Ay ad GKS uvodmi@tgbleSaad a SSy
unhealthiul places where fortunes could be made and then brought back to Europe" (4
¢tKSaS GSELX2A01GA2yé O2f2yAsSa 6SNB Li | OS5
mindset as places only valued for the extraction of raw resources. This of course
included humanlabort much of it from enslaved and indentured peoples. These
colonies ultimately won their independence following protracted struggle. But the fact
NEYlFIAya GKFG GKSANER (22 NBLINBaSyidia || @SNE

complex middle path

It is difficult to stake a claim for nationhood when a woblkel state seems to some like
little more than an extension of an established power. In lieu of a bold founding myth,
this is how many have viewed Canada: a state dwarfed not only by its moobetry,

but also by its only neighbor, which became a world power in the nineteenth century

became, and a superpower in the twentieth./ | yI R Q& f | yRYl 8& A& |

11FirstNations / | Y Rl Q& Ay RA AR gudetizaot deh2aio 32 t RAy3 Ay /FyFRI +Fa obFylfo LS80 Ylye 02YYSyil
ARSyiGAGe GSydz2dza | (iTheoHBusdl ob Differerdeultugal@Politica an® Nafianad entity in Cangd&99)for further discussion of the
apparent fragily of Canadian identity. She writes that “[t]he desire for and the necessitg fiational identity are seen as common sense, it is tefo
granted. Yet, if we listen to people, the project of creating identity has also apparently been terribly essfutc Everywhere, Canadian national identity is

seen as crisisdden, as a fragile and weak entity constantly under attack and in need of vigilant defense. Some people say that Gamatiehiity at all,
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annexation dzy RSNR G yRlIofes 3IABSy | YSNRAOI Qa SELJN
always come second where it counted in the realpolitick worldview: in political,

economic, and military might.

Creating national identity in theseircumstances required a concerted effort. This
project exploreghe creation of seldefinition and belonging Natiorrbuilding can best

be understood as the material process of establishing institutions and infrastrycture
combined with the symbolic process of creating identity and myths. While these
parallel processes are intertwined, this project focuses nubwsely on national myths
especially, those about race, migration, and empiFeor it was the exertions of myth
making that made the nation. As Ernest Gellner argueNlations and Nationalism
(2006) "[i]t is nationalism which engenders nations, and tloe other way around
(55). National myths created the framework within which material resources were
distributed and institutions were understood. Gellner goes on to argue that,
a adimi&edly, nationalism uses the piexisting, historically inheritegbroliferation of
cultures or cultural wealth, though it uses them very selectively, and it most often

transforms them radically” (54) Nationtbuilders inherit values and assumptions from

2N PG tSHad y20 F2WBGE2 BPRREGEHOEVOOSEDSYIRSABLERNL FNRY (GKS FSRSNIt 320SNYyYSy
(22, citing Spicer).
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their predecessors, but reshape them to their own entts forge identity. This
transformationincludes boththe "invention" of tradition andthe restoration of "quite
fictitious pristine purities” in a "creative, farfial, positively inventive aspécof

nationalist ardour” (55)

Envisioning Natiarimages, Print, and Ni@nal Identity

CKS Ay@SydaAzy 27Tt addythus Juiingately khé (natidn NtBaRislzNE
intrinsically tied to the popular press. In the natiboilding era of the late nineteenth

YR SIENIeé& G§GoSYyuAaASiK OSydGdzNEX ¢ Kiyhatignall y I RI €
identity relied on the rise ofprinting. As he explains inmagined Communities:
Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationa(i$891),Benedict Anderson seehe

advent of print culture as fundamentally tied to both capitalism and tia¢ion-state.

I YRSNER2Y Qa Spihitascdryimodity (38)éaSures how the confluence of
"capitalism and print created monoglot mass reading publics". (4B)his discussion of

the "origins of nationalism" (36)Anderson identifies the importanagf the newspaper

in reinforcing a sense of imagined, invisible community.

Newspapers helped create a sense of social cohesion. Printed at low cost, for daily
consumption by a large customer base, they marked a departure from earlier forms of
"print-cagtalism" (37)p l YRSNE2Y OAGS&a (GKS GSEGNF 2NRA

reading public simultaneously consuming the daily paper. This ritual is at once personal
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and communal. Each reader is aware that this same act is b&gpicated
simultaneouslyby thousands (or millions) of others of whose existence he is confident,
yet of whose identity he has not the slightest notion" (3@)hus, thigitual is cohesive.

It provides'continual reassurance' "that the imagined world is visibly rooted in everyda
life...creating that remarkable confidence of community in anonymity which is the

hallmark of modern nations" (36)

It is with this view of the reading public and nascent natstate that | undertake my
analysis of visual culture and national identityuse and extend the analytic framework
that Benedict Anderson posits. Anderson interrogates discourses and written words,
odzi KAa lylrfeaira R2Sa y20 SyO2YLJl aa QAadz
work does not account for how visual forrhave been used to create and disseminate
domain discourses of national identity and belonging, or to generate and affective sense
of belonging in individuals. By contrast, the images in newspapers and illustrated
popular periodicals are an important primasource base for my project. | analyze a
large number of images in this project, especially political cartoons, and pay close
attention to common symbols and motifs. As | will go on to explain, recurring tropes
apprehended by a large readershipnd thus viewership provided accessible
depictions of race and belonging. Political cartoons frequently showcased visual

illustrations of who could or could not be Canadian.
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Intellectual Framework

But before we discuss images of national belonging/exclusienmust discuss nations,

and forces that created them. My research is indebted to the work of scholars such as
Ernest Gellner and Benedict Anderson, who havenakeiralized natiorstates and

nationalist sentiments, and theorized how they have been histily constructed.

Similarly, Michel Foucault and Antonio Gramsci are also important intellectual
influences, for their indispensable analyses of how everyday attitudes, policies, and
institutions are imbued with subtle but potent operations of powérAnd of course,
9RgIFNR {FARQa ¢2N] KIa AffdzZAGNIGSR K2g GKS

and grounded in hierarchical assumptions about race and civilization.

| have also learned a great deal from other scholars who have brought similar
intellectual influences to bear on their analyses of the past. This of course includes
historians, as well as scholars in anthropology, cultural studies, sociology, gender
studies, and visual studies. | have also found historical work on race and imarigmat
British Dominions, and on imperialism more broadly, indispensable as secondary
sources, and thank these scholars for their painstaking archival research. 1 also owe a

debt to Charles and Cynthia Hou for their two collections of Canadian pol#itabas,

12L FAYR C2d0l dzf 6 Q& Ay&aA3dIKGa 2y adl S L2 6 $ aldouli Rateaddte LI RIP S OHzD B Ribvidpalisizal St@alzb &t t b F ¥St &
NJ- O % &nd étherideas of state power developed in his lectures at the Collége de FranceC SeazO | dzf ({z2 GAMSIIKES f addzalliLectues & STSYRSRQ
the Collége de France, 197876, trans. David Maceew Yorkt A OF R2NE Hnno ® {AYAtFNI&@Z DNIYaOA®dwmoniyardKida 2y

NotebooksEuropean Perspectivelew YorkColumbia University Press, 1992.
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many of which | analyze in this projéét.l also use many images from the Library of

Congress collection of political cartoons.

Political cartoons aran incredibly rickcultural formand important primary source base

for my project When progerly analyzed, these images can yield a wealth of information
about past worlds. Yet as Peter Burke notes, historians tend to privilege textual over
visual sources (2008). Burke goes on to argue that when they do include sources, most
historiansuse themprimarily as illustrations, without subjecting them to as rigorous
analysis as they do textsTo do this with political cartoons seems to me an especial
injustice. For these images are explicitly political, by definition. To some extent, all
images arepolitical, for of course they were created and circulated in a broader social
context. But images are produced for any number of reasons: documentary, illustration,

decoration, recollection, sexpression, commerce.

All such visual forms are valuabih deepening our understanding of the social realities
of the past. But many images expressly elide aspects of their context. Often, the
creators and consumers of such images have intended them to be appreciated and
interpreted primarily from an aesthie perspective. These images exist within the

NBFEY 2F gKIFG 21 €f304SNJ . Syl beauys € i SANEAAO K K&

13This impressive collection comprises two volumes of Canadian polititabna and features hundreds of cartoons from over fifty different newspapers.

Hou, Charles, and Cynthia H@reat Canadian Political Cartoons, 1820 to 194ahcouverMoody's Lookout Press, 1997.

. Great Canadian Political Cartoons, 1918845 VancouverMoody's Lookout Press, 2002.
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odeveloped during thdRenaissance and prevailed tbree centurie§ O HO MU0 @ 1 002
G2 . Sye2lYAYyS adzOK LASDS202¥3 | 83 &EKBENII ¢ |
G K A & loBjed@&Ounifiue works of art singularand irreproducible Of course, these

images can still be interpreted critically, and with awareness and attention to context.

And obviously, entire fields of study $uas art history are devoted to doing just that.

Other times, images are created in order to elicit a desired action from viewers, other

than the act of aesthetic appreciation. Take, for instance, commercial imagery, such as
advertising. We can leara great deal about pagierspectives and other social worlds

o8 FylFLtelAay3a O2yadzySNI OdzZ G dzNB @ LYy aOltAy
in Imperial LeatherRace, Gender, and Sexuality in the Colonial Cofit896)illustrates

how advertisig images are still very meaningful and revealing, when we study the

symbols and strategies used to market goods.

Like political cartoons, until fairly recently, advertising has not been studied as seriously
as art. This is in part becauseitsfrelative newness. There can be no long tradition of
studying advertising as with art, for advertising does not have a long a history, unlike
G T Ay SAs WaltAr Bemjamin points out in his semin@Ba& essay@The Work of Art in

the Age of Mechanical Reprodilch 2 y éround d 900 téchnical reproduction had
reached a standard that not onfyermitted it to reproduce all transmitted works of art
and thusto cause the most profoundhange in their impact upon theublic; it also had

captured a place of itsown argfod G KS | NI A Z9. AAQvertidh@ A BsodnS &4 ¢ 0
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technical basis, as did older art forms. But unlike previous visual formsadaértising
and political cartoons relied on the technology of the printing press. This also marked a
massive charg in the nature of visual culture. For Benjamin, the ability to mass

LINE RdzOS 2 F A Y| BéngndduSshitBiagDifraddieh 10 HdM MO @

Ly | aSyaSsz LRtAGAOIE OFNI22ya IINB (KS LN
They are cheap, siposable, and available to virtually everyone. B&ajamin goes on to

explain dhe technique of reproduction detaches the reproduced object from the
domain of tradition. By making many reproductions it substitutes a plurality of copies

for a unique existnce¢ LYy aK2NIL>X GKS&aS AGSya dzidSNIe
objects. It is not only because of its newness that mainstream print culture does not
K2t R 0KS &aryY$S LIXFOS & aKAIK | ddfiniiom, L d
unremarkableand ubguitous. Their lack of aura is part of their power. They influence

by repetition and inundation precisely the opposite of rare art, where its power lies in

its singularity. Advertising both commercial and politicalgiven its widespread
circulation its vrtual overproliferationt makes it impossible tgystematically archive,

and complicates its close study. Such an archive will always be incomplete, yet

overwhelming.

Another reason why these newer visual works lack aura is becausegprsent a stii
from arealm of precious raw materials and sublime aesthetic bemuypractical, and

so even more valued as the exclusive concern of elife | g2NI R 2F
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materials andconsumers alike! YR 2dzad | a GNIRAGAZ2Y I GKAZII
forms, so too does print advertising, in its own way, depart from political cartoons. Both

forms are instrumentalist, magzroduced, but advertising is distinct in the sense that it

objective is obvious, unchanging, and inherent to its form: to sell products and services.

By contrast, political cartoons vend not material goods but complicated, often
conflicting, political agendas. Given their nuances and complexity, compayatexe!
scholars have turned their attention to this particular form of visual culture. Yet political
cartoons, among few other visual forms were created with the explicit, express
intention of advancing specific narommercial agenda¥. Political cartoorimages are
frequently polemical, even propagandistic. They are designed to carry wiaghifect
public opinion Ideally, their creators and distributors intend therto spur action,to
generate critique oensure accord Surely, this is part of why &8y have been relatively
RSOt dzZSR | a ¥F2 NJ & beatfise of thalduslity, 2idIthé Aazhai ey S ¢
are often clumsy, haristed. These images circulated widely, and wdeasignedto be
accessible. Through their useaafmmonvisual tropes lhey could be decoded even by a
non-literate viewership. Thus, these visual historical documents should warrant at least
as much attention and analysis as their textual counterpaf®r my project, this is

particularly true because these imaggave visal form to the imagined community

141 would also include some public interest campaign images and wartime propaganda in this category. But these imagesvag distiect in that they are

usually clear and cohesive, and oriented toward®hwious, unambiguous agenda.
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They portrayed the nation while it was under construction. In this sense, these images

helped to create the nation

For it is not onlypolitical cartoons as images,hiat were reproduced. It was the motifs
containedwithin them as well. Particular symbols were repeated across many different
political cartoons creating what Iconsidert & @A &adzt £ @20 6dzf | NB ¢ 2
belonging. This visual vocabulary intersected with other popular and political
discourses and even affected law and policyhich was itself represented and -re
represented in political cartoondMethodologically, | study political cartoons ustogls

of discourse analysis: including close reading and semiofidseese are useful tools

borrowed from cultural studies and critical theory and applied to historical visual

culture, to yield insights about the pastWhen subjected to close analysis, these
fascinating sources can yield numerous insights into national anxietiespalitital

tensions,as well as the attitudes and values of an era.

In terms of methodology, one of the most useful models for my project is that of David
Ciarloin Advertising EmpireRace and Visual Culture in Imperial Germé@gi1l) As

Ciarlo explains, discoveringdbsolete visual patterr®@3I A Sa dza dal GAYyR26
peopleusedto'seé! | S 3I2Sa 2y ( verdll, s&@dzPatterns bfimagey w 2 6
can be recogniztultimately as so pervasivéhat they collectively constitute visual

hegemony a codification of epresentation so ubiquitous that those seeking to craft a

representation need to deploy it to be easily understéod 6 MT X SYLWKl AaAa Y
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GaAYLIX S (GSNXa¢x /arloddfhistoriSal suvedy Nilvidudlidy might beldl &
able to tell us somethingbout how people saw, and even how they interpreted those
images, merely by showing and analyaivitat they saw, over and over and oviera | A y €

(17).

/' A NI 2Q&8 AyairakiGa | NB OSNER dzaSTFdzZ F2N (2 O
empire in an erawhen the proliferation of print culture played a central role in
solidifying and disseminating emerging national identitid®olitical cartoondepicted

race and immigration in strikingly visual terms, and naturdlizzcialized notions of

national beloming In my analysis of large numbers of visual images, | also see the
SYSNEBESYOS 2@SNJ GAYS 2F 6KFG /AFNXI2 GSN)Ya |
DNJ Ya OA Q& cuglighlihedenyionyaid applies it specifically to images and

visuality. Gram@A Q& & KS 3 S Y2 yuwsé anddBahifuldion af 2ultufidli &
dominantruling elite, for the purpose ahaintainingcontrol over a diverse society and
perpetuating thestatus quo® Ly LI e&@Ay3a DNIYaoraQa O02yO0
explores howimages have been used to reinforce dominant ideologigsough the
combination of widespread distribution, and the repetition of particular visual patterns.
[A1S /AFINXI2Qaz Ye BB XS NDXR 6 Ik §/ a2FvisusiH Sity 2 NB
constructiors] of rac& M a historical context of naticbuilding and imperialism in

éwhich identity, racial and national both, were not just inragg, butmateriallyA Y 3 SR €

(5, emphasis mine).
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Although Ciarlo works with advertising images, duacept of visual hegemony iseful

for exploring recurringmotifs and visual trope#n depictions of immigration. Often,
print ads and political cartoons used similar motifs, even as their form differed, as did
the agenda they marketedConsumer and political imageiy this erafrequently usel
similar illustration techniquesespecially for depicting racial difference. Hustance,
racial caricature which exaggerated the phenotypical traits of racialized populations
was prevalent in advertising as well as political cartoombistechnique was popular in
both forms of visual culire. Moreover, these two media forms were sometimes
mutually-reinforcing. Both visual forms are about selling something, but advertising is
consistently about commodities, while political cartoons areeahiin messy political
debates, or social commentary and satire. Yet, despite their divergent aims, these two
forms certainly acted together to strengthertions of racial difference. And at times,
politicized pictures intersected with consumer imageryhis is the case in triea | 3 A O
2 | A KSNE fpadugrisétiient tha | analyze in Chapter Fouusiéd antiChinese

tropesto sell soap.

Much of the imagery portraying race, nation, and belonging used racial caricature and
visual metaphors to dept exclusionand otherness. Motifs such dencesand gates

recur constantly throughout political cartoons portraying migration, strategically placed

G2 Ol NJ GdzyRSAANIo0f S¢ LIRLIzE I A2y &P Py FEF GO
0KS LINBAYOREYSSEHA YA f F oAt AGeé YR a20KSNySaacs
caricature, @humanizing metaphoralso became part of a visual hegemony which
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GAYFSNAZ2NE NI OALFf 3INRdzLJA HSNB LIAOGI:NBR | a
migrantg especiallyfom China were often animalized: envisioned as swarms of bees,

or marauding pigs devouring everything in sight. They were just as frequently visualized

as a tidal wave or some other force of nature threatening to engulf the defenseless

state. Such motifsvere repeated with such regularity and consistency that they

became a sort of shorthand for immigration restriction.

It is this shorthand this hegemonic visual vocabularyhat most concerns me in the
analysis of political cartoons. | am most integgktin how the repetition of images
O02YSa (2 F2NXY 6KIG /AFINI2 ARSYGATASaA &
debates anddiscussions of migration and belonging, visual images, popitigndes,
institutional stances and law and policwll reinfaced each other and occasionally
collided. Because | am interested in understanding dominant culture in a broad sense, |
have chosen to devote less attention to particular media outteésd image producers

and consumerg than to larger patterns and ptnayals. | have included information
about cartoonists, editors, and publications when it is both readily available and
relevant, but this is not at the heart of my analysis. This project is neither a history of
newspapers or periodicals, nor of partiauleditors, cartoonists, and their audiences. |
am less interested in a business or institutional history of media outlets than in how the
images that these outlets circulated intersected with larger debates about race and

belonging and what can be gleamefrom studying these points of intersection.
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Some critics will argue that omittinguch information means omitting important
historical context. However, | contextualized these images by reading them alongside
other primary sources, which make the toiscal context come alive. Historical
information on longextinct newspapers and periodicals is difficult to come by. Many
such publicationssurvive only in fragmented form, with missing pages, and missing
volumeg sometimes yearsvorth.  These businesse have frequently stopped
publication, changed ownership, or been renamed, which makes it difficult to track
down publication information. Circulation information is similarly difficult to come by,
and of questionablevalue for my projectsince it only povides absolute numbers, but
not more revealing demographic datdbout readers So | create context by analyzing
the intersections of cultural forms.To this end, | have devoted my archival research
primarily to government documents, such as meetingsl alebates ofthe Canadian
House of Commonand the Senate as well as to popular writings, such as books and
articles frequently by racial nationalists, but sometimes by amttists as well In this
way, | can place political cartoons in the contextlaxfjer public debates about race,

nation, and empire.

| have found that various forms of culture borrowed heavily from each other in
reinforcing racialized ideas of belonging and exclusion. David Ciarlo found that in
Germany advertising imagerygraduallyd6 SOl YS Ay ONBlF aAy3afie RAQD?2
2FTFAOAL £ . &PhdzbidpdSite provédvtme) famy project and sourcesvisual

imagery and official state discourse remained deeply intertwinedy pvimary source
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olasS AyOfdRSa (SEddzdét Iy RIzZNOARIIZ ¢ NER G KR OKC

political cartoons. Official sources include government meetings, debates, legislation,
and hearings and inquiries. Popular sources include newspaper articles and editorials,
books, and speechdsy nonpoliticians | study political cartoons as an important form

of visual culture, but not to the exclwsi of historical writings.

Textual and visual sources are inherently linkéd.Canada, &th cultural forms created

and reinforced racial ideology, includinraced definitions of membership in the
imagined community. In an era when print culture was becoming increasingly
ubiquitous and influential, images provided powerful ammunition for advancing
partisan political agendas Through political cartoons, viglity and imagery were
harnessedo derideO 2 Y LJS (paliical pakti€sand leaders. These were images were
mutually-reinforcing with textual messages. Andfical and popular sourceslso
reinforced one another Because elected representatives webeholden to their
constituents, popular sentiments played an important role in pefi@king. Similarly,
policy decisions served to normalize racial attitudes through official acceptance. Both

popular and official views shaped the vision, and ultimatie¢/reality, of Canada.

This visual vocabularyvas not confined to Canada butirculated transnationally
throughout the Dominions, Britain, and the United States. Common metaphors for
TN IAES yIOGA2yIE gKAGSYSaa | yRonfiguted anBla SR
they became welknown tropes. Visual metaphors of race and nation were exchanged
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within the BritishEmpire and also within North Americdoth of which Canada was a

part of. Canadians, like their counterparts, created and exchanged inwdlges with
Dominions and the United States. Repetition kept these images alive and made them
continually relevant to debates about race and nation. Meaningful innovations on these
themes were also soon repeated, so that they too quickly became pervaside
hegemonic. Visual hegemony was not only created that depicted exctubuinas we

shall see in Chapter One, also more inclusive versions of national identity, as well as

transnational constructions of imperial unity and white solidarity.
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CHAPTERG reating CitizensWhiteness, Inclusion, and
National Identity

The Birth of Whiteness

/'yl RIF 06SOFYS GaoKAGSES YR SYUNBYyOKSR (KA
identity, in a global historical moment of natidiuilding when other young sttes in

GgKEFEG Y2NYySt [/ KFy3a GSN¥Ya GKS a! y3af2LK2yS 02
same (Chang2009). This chapter setait the context for subsequent chapters about

national exceptionalism, labor migration, and imperialism. | explore how @& Angle

Canadiam that is, white, Englisispeaking identity became dominant around the turn

2T GKS (6SYyiASGK OSyldzNE D 14 GKA&a &l YS Y
increasingly salient component of transnational conversations about race, nation,
empire, and migration. With this transnational framework in mind, this case study of
whiteness and national identity formation elucidates insights into larger process of

racial formations and national identity construction taking place in this epoch.

Justk & ay I (A 2ahintitivé, NBanio/veayi of organizing space and humanity
& NI OS ¢ anAessentigl2inirinsic trait. Race is socialtyefined, and historically
constructed. As Fram Fanon explains Black Skin, White Masksace hasxt K A S8AUI22NA O

(2008 92). Racial categories carry the weight of their historical formatand the
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collective associationsthat have accrued over time. In a famous passage, Fanon
describes how he feels the burden of his racializatiearing down on him equating

him with his "ancestors, enslaved and lynched" {98t also surpassinthis historical

reality that befell many people of African descent. Fanon writked OF aid |y 2062
gaze over myself, discovered my blackness, my ethnic features; deafened by
cannbalism,backwardness, fetishispracial stigmas, slave traderst..when hesimply

Gl yiSR ljdzZAGS aAayLie G2 o6S | YLy FYz2y3 YSy

As for the questiore ¥ ¢K2 Aa [o6fS G2 o6S aAavyLie al Y
critical whiteness theorist, Richard Dyer. White: Essays on Race and Cult(897),

Dyer points out that today part of the power of whiteness is its invisibility, normativity,

and ubiquity. It is not only whiteness as a racial category that is largegbieyibut

also the privilege it confers on its bearét t A 1S Uly AYyO@AAA0fS 6SA
ALISOAI T LINPOAAAZ2Y A Qgoedomd exPlaimi i KA da OKBY2AR0 &
important to come to see whiteness. For those in power in thestVas long as

whiteness is felt to be the human condition, then it adomoth defines normality and

FdzZf £ @ AYKIF 0A ivdat Fanbré obserges of blackngss, DyeSconcludes that

"being white" is equated "with being human" (9). This is part ofvhb "secures a

position of power" (9).
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But whiteness has not always beasinvisible and normative adyer contends that iis

today. Nor has it been so expansive. There was a time when whiteness was highly
visible, and hotly contested. It was exsiler even prized particularlyby those with a
tenuous claim to it (0 KS & Sminkrifigs @d the working class. In the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century, the racial category of whiteness was under
formation. And it was elusive and exclusidewas once a selective category to which
many peopleincluding those takeiffior-granted as white todayaspired. Increasingly,
scholars have turned their attention to the historical formationvatiteness in North
America a4 dzOK | & 51 @A Wagesddf WhicBdR§l WY, NWxtthew Frye

WI O 2 0 Wisltgh€sa of a Different Colarm ppp0 = | Y R Hove Bd Irish Iy I (0 A
Became Whit€2008) who explorehow poor European immigrants came to be seen as

Ao KAGSE @

In this project, | do not attempt to dee into the origins of whitenessRather | explore

the solidification and entrenchment of this category in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century. | also examine how this emerging quality was increasingly attributed

to states as well as persa) states which werethemselvesemerging alongside
whiteness. In this e of nation-building, not only individualsd dzi  ft a2 Yy Sg ayl
FaLANBR (G2 0SS aoKAGS¢é® ¢KAa OKIF LIXGISNI SE

fragmentation within the category of whghessand focuses on howthis trait was
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systematically ascribed to the imagined community, and built into exclusionary rules of

mobility and citizenship.

This chapteragain setsCanada in larger transnational context as part of the British

Empire and Ndh America A major theme of this chapteis ambivalence. Anglo

Canadians were ambivalent abotitK S . NRA G A a K 9 Y LIA NBORG KyzAf RéO S
Europeansand Americans. demonstrate that the decidedly lessnbiguous perception

of what Du Bois cala OKBS O[T I yR 0NRgy ulfimatly helfetl to2 6 ¢ & 2
ameliorate other social cleavage§ 2 Y I 1S SUOKyA O 9dzNaRAIyl y &S

A

SEGSyarzy GKS &0 (8364 /R SIOAGH T BYIAIKALE Ay

Images of Race and Belonging

As Fanon poits out, race is visibleepidermal Visual images reinforce racialized
definitions of inclusion and exclusion. An August 71@litical cartoon in theB.C.
Saturday Sunsep = I Yy O2 dzOSNDL &aK2g¢ga (g2 3IFGSa aAiARrRSs
LYYAINI GARYNIZ G HINGSS yzi{fligf 1.1 Belirid dhé fatey, & harbor is

visible in the background. The gate on the left is open wide, and a group of upright, self
possessed white immigrants walks calmly onto Canadiarfireoila modern steamboat

Their sligh distinctions in dress suggest various European ethnicities and social classes,

such as the young Britidboking child to the left, and another young man on the right,
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who looks like he is dressed like a farmer, in overalls. These distinctions azaqusth

to endow the migrants with individuality and personhood, but not enough to make
GKSY aASSYUWKEEKSNE | € L2 NI NIteSH&ially @ statky | NA dzl
contrast to other potential newcomers.Behind the gate on the right, a mass of
animalstic and demonidooking Asians clamors to get into Canada addition to the

l&ALFY YAINIYyGAaQ dzy ¥l G0SNRY Ic marydadeAchigy 2 Y &
represented by their hats, which befits their depiction as dehumanized and
undifferentiated ¢ their emergence from an olhshionedsailing ship further signals
GKSANI aol O1 6 NRyY S a dilike lthg éignified INGiteyivhriigratitSng S a & ¢
Asianman even sticks his leg through a hole in the gate in an effort to slip thrdikgh

an animal escapg from a pert

But Miss Canada, in a Union Jachblazoned dress, firmly holds the gate shut to bar
their entry. The caption reads, "The same act which excludes Orientals should open
wide the portals of British Columbia to white immigration”. Irstbhapter, we will see

how the motifs and symbols from this image were continually reinforced in popular

culture. We will also see how various cultural fornmolitical cartoons, newspaper

1 ! GNBLIS NBLSIFGSR Ay Ylye OINI22ya A& (KS o0StAST (KIGKBaAXFYy®RalF NBILBAPFHL & G8Y
slip into Canada, unnoticed. Similarly, the racist caricatures2ef@ SR ! &ALy YAINI yi&Q & F2NBAIyhyitaa dSotob dldR LINB &Sy (i SF
the depiction of potential migrants penned in and packed behind the fence like livestoekdehumanization that also reinforces a belief in the numerical
threatposedby & Al y&3 RAAOdINEAGSt & LINBEASYiSR Ay GKS NIOAFEtATSR fly3dd IS 2F GKS ahNR
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articles, government debates, laws, and racial nationalist textboth circulated

transnationally and conspired twreatewhiteness.

For evidence of how such cultural forms circulated transnationally, we have only to turn
to a December 1881 cartoon frorheWasp(San Francisco) (Fig. 1.2). The 1907 image
from the Satuday Sunseborrows many motifs from this American image from over
two decades before The 1881Wasp political cartoon shows a shipload of European
settlers disembarking, as Uncle Sam and Lady Liberty look on approvinglyledleed

white immigrants cAkNE aA 3y as NBIRAYy3I alFNI&€x aAyRd
G I 3 NR OtdzsyinatieBhE ¢ S ¢ O 2 PHiNSEam work ethic and Western cultural
inheritance. These signs literally spell out how thewv settlers will commemorate
America'sfounding valus and carry on their legacy: as indicated by the grave marked
GAY YSY2NE 2If strikidgN@niiastyiritie Yight frame, Asian immigrants are
portrayed as a looming sea monster menacing the vulnerable Pacific state, and bearing

(KS t1 03fta i@EEYBNUY I £t LIREE YR ANHzZAyYy (2

C
Q\

under the watchful eye of a female archetype representing the nation. In this case, it is

Miss Columbid,the Americarequivalent ofMiss Canada.

2 As Ellen L. Berg, an affiliate assistant professor at the University of Maryland, explaifseon¥ork Times f 2 33 &/ 2f dzY o A bpongeltéd ! YSNA Ol Q&
Britannia, a secular goddess who personified the national spirit. Both Britannia and Columbia were patterned after atbss igdresBritannia copied
aAyYSNUI Q& KSEYSGz F2NJ SEFYLX SIS |yR 02 (K2 RRY®D2 t AF T[N pelya) t @8 ARSHYLIAITASYRT (KT Y& S
.SNHIZ 6K2 A& GA& SGNRGAY3I | 06221 lo2ddi (KSG&EFHNRY @RSAStINMBAE Ay OVSHADOWE K
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2 KAES 020K &l depiata imnigylalan reshittiahdtie egédsto which

cartoons from the United States and Canada used nearly identical visual forms and racial
tropes is fascinating. The strikingly similar images from 1881 and 1907 bear out David

I A NI 2 Qathat viemEndgYh@tiplé rather than discrete, individual images enables

dza G2 NBO23IyATS Gt NBSNJ LI GGSNya 2F AYIl3S
and coherently, as a corpus over time, allows us to see the existence of pattefns

ways of craftingandof seeing imageny i KI G I NB Ydzidzt £t £t @8 NBAY T2 NI

Ly GKA&a OFraSszy (GKS Gg2 AYF3ASE NBAYTF2NDOS (K.
dThis unified white racial identity was also reproduced in daily regional newspapers such

as VancouverB.C. Satrday Suns@ ¢ KA OK 2 LA YSIRK § y2 Mifkbied ai Ky {
the riffraff of the white race that Europe sends, can be boiled down into a decent

I FYEFERALY OAGATSY Ay F O2dz2L)X S 2F 3ISYSNIGAZ2Y

(Chang: 684). Usiraijmost identical language and logic, the Reverend Neville Lascelles

identity gradually solidified dumg the first half of the 19th century. In these early days, Columbia, or her twin, the Goddess of Liberty, rivaled tharAmeric

SFIES Ay LRLMzZ I NRAG& & [y SYofaSy AT LONSUIMAMGTiNeE BSNODG U2 2008 Of + Y GA2y dé { SS
3 Miss Canada rivaled Miss Columbia in popularity in Canadian nationalist discourse, and was a recurring figure in Cétizaliaarpmins. Unlike the more

matronly Mother Britannia, used to depict England, the youth of Miss Columbia andJdiesa referred to the newness of these two countries. The youth

of these figures also referenced the ideals of promise and freedom associated with the New World. But Miss Canadgyubildanr€olumbia, was usually

depicted proudly garbed in her Wm Jack, exemplifying a dutiful daughter, faithful to her mother (country). Political cartoons from this era also frequently

portrayed the corresponding male archetypegdack Canuck (Canada), John Bull (England), and Uncle Sam (United States), whicdea@vmany of the

images analyzed in this project. By racing and gendering the body politic, all such images linked these states to thejirgef AngleSaxonism.

Reginald Horseman explainsRace and Manifest Destittlyat an important compaent of AngleSaxonism was to link western civilization to a mythologized

great past lineage of great civilizations. Ancient Roman and Grecian imagery figures prominently in depictions of tee Miagiern past to legitimate

later national and imperigbrojects.
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Ward of the Anglican Church and the superintendent of the Chinese and Japanese
YA&AaAA2Y&E AY . NAGAAK [ 2fdzYoAal SELXIFIAYSR GK
Germans come to British @onbia it is only a question of time before they are absorbed

into the Canadian commonwealth. Not so with the Japanese and Chinese, who are
Mongolian, Yellow, Asiatic, and n@hristian peopl&. Whiteness was defined primarily

in oppositionto the overseagabor and migration of Chinese, Japanese, and South Asian

ANRdzLJa¢ o/ KFy3aY cynoo

Where the two images differ is in their portrayal of class and ethnicity. In the 1881
cartoon, we see a variety of ethnic European phenotypes. We also see a portrayal of
class, through the depiction of various occupations and trades. Some settlers are clearly
from elite classes, such as the man in the top hat, spectacles, and starched collar. By
contrast, working class maas equally clearly skilled, arwhrries saws andhiset many,
however,carry shovels. There is even one caricatured Irishman, carrying some papers,
reading "politics”. By contrast, in thE907 political cartoon, we seeeither class no
ethnicity. In this simplistic and binarized image, all Europé&@ve become even more

G6KAGSE 6KSYy O2dzy i SNILRA&ASR 3l Ayad GKS KN

4This is not to say that all white ethnicities received equal treatment in Canada, or that there was no discriminatiobasistioé ethnicity It is rather to say that
GKSAN) asKAGSYSaase | FTF2NRSR 9 dzNBdadhoge skivolarMbsybiesumed ko madiithefhias iScapable ofdayilizéioniabd: 6 f S G K

thus citizenship.

42



In the early 19004 went without question that Canada needed immigrants much more

than the United States did, as its West remaimedre sparsely settled. Natieouilding

required workers who could build infrastructure, generate wealth, pay taxes, and
subscribe to national mythologies. In the context of North American national
competitonrs Yl 1Ay3 afSad RSaANIofSéE 9dzZNRLISFY Y
desirabiity as members in the imagined communiktyy R / I y I RIF Q& RSaAi NI
destination for settlers. As we will see in the texts of two vocal racial national&stses

S. Woodsworth and Agnes Laas well as in political cartoonsleas of racial othernes

were combined with the materiaheeds of nationbuilding to create whiteness,
AyOfdzaAaz2yI FyR &/l yl RA Fxglysibrehalgedto formdhe ia8s a K I f

forinclusion2 ¥ G KS & Y2 (i twh@arivedSaardafod Edope.

Racial Nationalists

In The Canadian Commonwealtt915)journalistAgnes Lauf18711936)identified the

same themes and tensions that preoccupied Du Boihie Souls of White Foliut did

so fromthe racial perspective of a white AngiGanadian nationalistLaut complained

of the audacity and presumptuousness of the nghite world in daring to demand self
governance and a hand in world affairs. In her view, as in that of as many other white
nationalistg in Canada and across the glabdarkerskinned people wex born not to

rule, but to be ruled. And they should stay in their place. That plateLaut's
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estimation, was not Canadar any otheréwhite¢ O 2 dzy' i NB & Ly KSNJ OKI LJ
2T 0 KS ,baMJpr8s¢rislafratial nationalist view of global pagitimigration, and
nation-building through an imagined conversatioamong the rising imperial power,
WELIYE YR GKS a&iKNSS O3B Hi YIRS S NYOWRYKIYE €.

I'FylIRIFUEDE

[ | dzii Qa 2 LJG A pdcesQahada oy baldith thd @S States andhe British
Empire, despitets being a fraction of the size of the U.S., and only one among Britain's
numerous imperialappendages In this, Laut was not unusual among Canadian
nationalists many in this era envisioned a future in whichn@da would eventually
match or even surpass the United States in wealth, political influence, and economic
power, and would go on to become the central natiestate of the British Empire. As
Lautwritesin a 1909 bookEmpire of the Northa / | y I R | at the(samg Rlace in the
world's history as England stood in the Golden Age of Queen Elizabaththe

i KNB

QX

K2fR 2F KSNJ FdzidzN® a | 3AINBILG yFraArazyX
GKS OFNBSNI 2F KSNJ 62NI R Ksmét dldnNtBaé Cadadanisiad . S
GANBFG LIR2GSNE odzi NI GKSNIF a3aINBIFG 3208SNYyYS
GKSe2 ¢SNB y20 | a3INBI part afldng SahdEhBpedS@iRgomer T G K-
onet if only Britain would allow them tduild their imaginéd community as they saw

fit.
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In The CanadiaCommonwealthpeaking2zy o6 SKFfF 2F (KS a3aINBI
ON} Fda Fty AYIFIIAYSR RAFE23dz2S 6S06SSy a2 KAGS
of migration and foreign poliaya paraphrasing of actual diptwatic negotiations that

KFR NI} YaLANBR GakK2Ny 2F RALX2YIFIGAO 1260246
(132). Laut outlines the antipathy of racial nationalists to immigration from Asia. She
explains thatracial nationalists do not object to the presce of a few students,
YSNOKIYyGax FyR GNI @St SNBSS G0 dziwhai Withilhe 6 S R 2
Chink and Jap and Hindu, you are hundreds of millions of people. If we admit your
coolies at the present rate...we shall presently have a codpmufation of millions. We

R2ydid fA1S @2dzNJ 022t AS&a Fyeée o0SOGSNIMKIY &2

Rather than defendhe & O 2 2 t theSpbdrest of racialized workers, engaged in the

most grueling and Hpaid manual labor, Brown BroheENB G 2 NIiISR (G2 a2 KA UGS
l3AAlLY yIGA2ya aR2yUdG OFNB Fyeé Y2NB F2N 2dzN
hoot what becomes of the spawn and dregs of @ 2 R4 Ay 2 dzNJ LJ2 LJdzt |
Gw. 8dziz¢ KS 02y Ay dzSatweddekthldirefuseSto be dranddd NS T 2

any longer as an inferior rag8 No more should skin color be cause for subjection,

5 Laut, AgnesThe Canadian Commonweal(h915 131, emphasis mine). In fact, what the Mikado actually said (in British colonial paraphasing) was this
& 2 K Biftish Columbia passed legislation preventing Japanese from working in coal mines, for example, in 1899, Colonial JBeegtaGhamberlain
explained that it was not acceptablét is not the practical exclusion of Japanese to which the Mikado ahjdxit their exclusiomominatum which
ALISOATAOIEt® &0l YLA (KS ¢ Kake & Refroldidve ¢fting adettatdyor Elambéetam to $he Gavaxdrasgnerdly
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éBrown Brothe¢ insisted d @686 S AYyGSYR (2 aidlyR aK2dzZ RSNJ
management of the world's affairs...[w]e intend tor€e recognition of what we are by
what we do. We ask no favors, but we now serve you notice that we intend to play the

A YSEMONMO D ¢KS a3l YSE¢ arperialismtakdipdwery | y Qa ¢ 3|

Laut then asks her reader§ G O6 | y & 2 dz & $ $yedipgiSout dfitieiti feady Sy U
GAGK a2y AaKYSY(iKé OMOHD LYy GKSANI RSItAY
GKAGS YSYy KIR (GKdzaA GaF2dzyR GKSYaSt@gSa Ayg2
with three aggressive applicants for places at the cdufic 2 ¥ NXzf SNBA 32 OSNY
(132)° One can easily imagine Laut's own eyes bulging, given how her words bristle

with indignation at the audacity of the newhite world in daring to demand the right to

selfdetermination and a seat at the table obglal governance.

Du Bois similarly identifies Japanese might as a threat to white suprerab@nce
political, economic, military, and ideological. He argues that following Japan's
unprecedented victory over Rsia in the Russdapanese War (196¥905),

GOUBSYLIR2NINE KFEEG Ay GKA& LINPINFXY gl a YII

6 ¢KS GUKNBS | 3aNBaaArdsS | LI AOK Kikapé | NE 14AB DOdzy d ING dZl X 8l S EWISHIRY i KISY RF ALSWRSE 2 F
threats to white hegemony and European imperialism, included, but not limited to those from Africa, the Caribbean, LattaAaner Southeast Asia.
Historical eventsuch as the Haitian Revolutioh791-1804) were certainly seen as early threats to European colonialism, which continued into an imperial

and antiimperial era, and undermined notions of white superiority, symbolically and ideologically, but also ecalhgraitd politically.
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AYYSRAFGSt @ aSyaSR GKS LISNAft 2F &adzOK wWeSftf
GKAAa 0S AT &Stf2¢ YS30) DidaisispeakSwryilydBHisir@igRh Wo K A
of Japanese imperialism and auwtlonialism, accurately identifying a despated

terror of the fearsome specter of racial equality. Laut and other racial nationdlgsts

y20 aKIFINBS 5dz . 2 Al and bed gieStooR themaeNds \arkkit

presumed plight very seriously, and saw their role in nabariding as indispensable.

Racial nationalists positioned themselves as gatekeepetsich in a very real sense

they wera since their vocal advocacy for immigration restriction helped sina

creation of immigration laws and that curtailed the movement of darker skinned
peoplesintosedl f £ SR a9 KA UGS ‘BStiglaZial Mafoaalisi, BEM& Bryce
(18381922) argued G 1 KS [/ 2f 2y Al f hFTFFAOS RNBG | FdzyF
white, selfgoverning colonies 'deemed fit to govern themselves' and Crown Colqnies

'tropical colonies [with] a predominant coloured populatioq'in Asia, Africa, the

/' T NAOOSIY YRYRKSEGKA DI TXOHYQa O2dzy iNASaé 65
GKSANI LINAGAE SISR At 201 f LRaAAGAZ2Y D aLy R
restriction became a version of racial segregation on an international scale, as

©! YSNRAOIFIY NIOAILE yIFOGA2Yy Ll A& (ke RReyoN®.LI { (2R

7 Lake and Reynold423). Bryce was a British Viscount, Liberal Party politician, and Ambassador to the United Statd91390Bryce wrote the wekinown
book, The American Commonweal(h888), and lateCanadaan Actual Demeracy(1921) James Bryce was a prominent thinker, who as Ambassador did

much to strengthen Angldmerican ties. His work was cited by J.S. Woodsworth and Lothrop Stoddard, and discussed extensivélgkeyardiReynolds
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While policies were enacted at the state level, the massive scale of this exclusionary
BSY GdzNBE NBIjdzZA NBR O22LISNIGA2Y 0S06SSY Ao KAI
O2yaiNHzZOGA2ya 2F NI OS YR yIiA2yI Fa Ay GEK
G. NPAWR OKSNEZ NI OAFE ylraAazylrtAada ONBIGSR d
{FE2YAAYZ AY 6KAOK /IFYylIRIUa gLa y2G 2yte O
and aspirations were linked with those of other white men throughout North America

and the British Empire.

Colonial Contest : The Tensions of Nation and Empire

¢KS 3If20Frft adlddza ljdz2 61 a FNIYSR I(%akel O2f 2
& Reynolds93)t a zero sum battle for survival and supremacy, in which white men's
countries were simultaneously allies and competitors in alonial contest for
dominance But within this contest, Canada's placeaisbiguous for there was

constant tension between Canada's place as part of North Amexsgart of the British

Empire, and as semiautonomous entity. This slippage is evident within Laut's work, as

well as that of other nationalists, as | will go on to discuss. This tension is also
abundantly present within popular visual culture created during the era of nation

building, and vkich supported this endeavor.
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Nationalist public culture consistently represented migration from Asia as a danger to
AngloCanadian hegemony. A 1908 cartoon, published in bothiMbatreal Daily Star

and the Vancouver Daily Pastlepicted some white Cadans' fears of decline and
insignificance in striking literal tern{Big. 1.3). The cartoon shows a p#sian crowd

gazing at a curious spectactn endangered specigfbeled"Homo Albus (White Man)

At one time very numerous in this province[,] maylldbe found east of the rocky

Y2dzy il Ayaodé ¢CKS FTOGGSYGAdS /1 KAySaSz Wk LI y 8§
amusement as the exhibition's curator announces, "we have here geatigrositively

the last specimen of a white man known to exist in.BI€was captured after great

trouble and expense in the interior of the province. If you will listen gentleman it will

y2g aAry3d | °“Crhevbevilideded® afidtaidrgtisbking older man sings "Rule

8 By contrast, some white menmere offended by the notion that whites could be made extinct. W. H. Fitchett harshly critiqued a book by influentidiakustra
NI} OALE yIEGA2YFEAAGE / KIENESAa tSENE2YS 6KAOK YIRS adzOKLIODI SR 460K A (CS GLOKBLIGS | oNB2iz
before a procession of coffeeoloured, yellowtinted, or blackd | A Y Y S RLakeX R&yr@oki®2, quoting W. H. Fitchett). Similarly, it is also important to
NBEYSYOoSNI GKFdG tSIFNAR2YQa 62 Nihat o heficontdthpoary, AJ.S.'Woddswiorth, whd we will $odaiméet. ThegeRthinkers wrote
their texts to promote particular political agendas and policies that could actualize their racial nationalist visionguiBy that they were trying to save
Austrd Al 2NJ / Iy RF FTNBY RSoFaASR FyR dzyOSNIiF Ay FdzidNBa | & eéolgicdl BandeptionioS Ré  y I (A 2y 3
nationd dzA f RA Yy 3 @ tKSe $SNB FTSNBSyidte RSO20GSR (memsévesSts Mirkidd tewardsysamethigghdeaiek Srh NJ O 2 dzy (i N
I 02YLX SE aSyasS (KSe& 6SNBI AT a4yl k2oythese racikl DafianSistOlped didhtel Bens® yiinationdl 2niys G KAy 3 3 NJ
albeit one based on discourses of whiteness andomati superiority.

9  This image probably also stung because of its racial reversal of the prominent practice of exhibitingskiared peoples for curious white audiences. Such
GFYyGKNRLR2E23IAO0LIEE 2N aSUKY23INI LKAOGSRKROFOAATAE YRSEELR ADGNYEY D aALIBOER O RA B LY
tATSatietSay oKAOK 6SNB FNBIldSydte FAOGAZ2YIEEAT SR 2 NkeS Exhilita Somatited fcluled G KS L2 NIi 1
sensationalized reeactments of practices like cannibalism or hunting, and reinforced ideas of indigenous and African inferiority. Displéysesoatsn
FSFGAINBR LIS2LX S 6AGK RAAGAYOUG LIKe&AAOIt TFSI-AHINBRR & 122260 &y tRKE 22 wWa Sy 6B {! IFINB
Baartman, who was displayed in London in the early nineteenth century by French anatomist Georges Cuvier, and whosea@maiesewed following
her death. The fact that the political cartoon alludesstech practices ofiuman display is significant, since such spectacle is implicitly understood to be
dzy RAGYAFTASR | YR AY & dzreldh ¢isplays Rh yindersadkes DuBandLUSugsLgbid thatertain prerogatives are reserved only for
Europe and its offspng.

For more on scientific racism and ethnographic displays, see
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NAGEFYYAFZE & | 3 NAnybyokey Bnglishkmieyseée héhp prenty  NB Y I

GKAGS YIyYy YlIeoS GgSyide &SIN I 32dtitmag KS OI |

O02YS (G2 AT GKS hNASyllf Ay@lFrairzy Aa yz2i

In addition to the palpable fear of extinction and powerlessness highlighted inccomi
form, what is striking is the Britishness of white Canadian identity in this ldistorian

I ND I NI w2 0 S NI &twedrE 1880landy1620, {IC&nada budt @ ddion. For
most, that nation was to be British in outlook as well as in character. highest level
of citizenship was based on love and loyalty to Canada and to the British empire; the
G2 B6SNBE AyaSLI NI1ee) By degicwrd ché dbaptdrer speaepof
white Canadianness as preeminently British, and having him sing thesgtdrimperial
NHz S a4 (GKS aaddza2SOi NI OSa¢ t221 2y Ay
whiteness asoth under siegeand as inextricable from British imperial whiteness and

its aspirations for world dominance.

In keeping with Canada's anwblent position as both a North American and British
imperial state, white Canadian nationalists simultaneously aligned themselveghsith

other Dominionsand the United States, in shared opposition to migration from Asia,

Baker, Lee OFrom Savage to Negrénthropology and the Construction of Race, 18964 Berkeley, CalifornidJniversity of California Press, 1998.
For an analysis of the portrayal of Net peoples at the 1893 Chicago World's Fair; see
Raibmon, Paige Sylvia. Authentic Indidfgisodes of Encounter from the Ldténeteenth-Century Northwest Coast. Durhaluke University Press, 2005.
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and in cooperation for the erécA 2y 2 F | a3Jt 206t O2f 2NJ 0 NE ¢
also saw themselves as competitors with, and critics of, other white men's countries

and to some degree the British Empire itself. Despite prizing their Britishness, many
AngloCanadian nationalistéand virtually all Frencl&anadians) were frustrated that

British imperial politics often thwarted white Canadian hopes for racial and national
greatness. Tensions around immigration were particularly palpable, and many white
Canadian nationalists resesd how the machinations of Britain's larger imperial
ambitions impinged upon nationalists' ability to craft the imagined community they
SY@rarz2ySRo® la [Fdzi fFYSyGas gKAES GKS !y
whole length of demanding the2t(i I f SEOf dzAA 2y T1&F | YNRBY & &J
ordered to lay both her hands across her mouth and never speak above a whisper of the
whole Brown Brother problem; and Englandellt England openly took the Jappy

Chappy at his word recognized him as a world kier and entered into the famous

I £ f A@@32C83)£ The Angldapanese Alliance officially began in 1902, and expired in

1921, butwasofficiallyterminatedin 1923

Britain's decision to ally with Japan with little consideration for Canamtaiseptof its
racial destiny, angered many white Canadian nationalists, who were forced to tone
down their antipathy towards Japanese migration, as a result of the alliance. Laut's
disdain for the Angldapanese alliance is echoed in a 1907 cartoon ftbenB.C.

Saturday Sunsetalso known as th&ancouver Saturday SunsefThe image shows a
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Japanese man and British John Bull crouching on and straddling the globe, holding cans

of paint, a metaphor for imperial conqueskif.1.4). As the Japanese man brushes

strokes of yellow across western Canada, John Bull raisesdassneared paintbrusin

protest. The caption reads "John BuallHi there, Jappy, | didn't agree to let you dab
82dzNJ 6f22YAyUd &Stf2g | ff 23S Nedins BiilgiRaa L2 (2
imperial color, and yellow also seems to be a symbolic choice for representing Japanese
AYLISNARLFEAAYZ 3FAGSY GKS OKIF NI Oliegaithon'd tilie 2y 2 F
"What it should be" reads as a strident indictment of British insistethat Canada not

jeopardize the important military and trade relationship with Japan, over the question

of immigration to western Canada.

Ly GKS FFO0O02YLIyeAy3a SRAG2NRALIf SuisetdgiioK S  WI LJ
JohnP. McConnell rails agaiins GifF§ drEXps2 YRa Ol f £ & F2NJ a4l y AY
G2 GKS &8Stt26 Aydl ai2¥odss s Sa Ovy2 y.yNGk (f A & K/ I/ Nt
object to being made the burden bearer of a British alliance with an Asian race. We
recall the numerous saifices which Canada has been called upon to bear...for Imperial

AyGSNBata 2N GKNRdzZAK AYLISNRFE y§3ftS0Géod

10 ¢KS FNIAOES 61 a ¢ NGOG S BrucdzyAR MdCbnaed éxglaing Ghfthe BpningJSageyot the $irkt issue, this idea was suggested by Mr. B.
E. Sheppard, former publisher of tA@ronto Saturday NightThis is only relevant to my projeosofar ast evidences interconnections within thea@adian

press at this time, and the fact that some publishers and edknesv one another and shared ideas and affiliations.
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amongst racial nationalists, who felt it unjust that they had to further compromise the

& LJdzNJtliei Burgedifing nation for the greater good of the Emgite

Imperial Intricacies and the Creation of National Whiteness

The specter of whites and nemhites in general and the British and Japanese Empires

in particular jockeying to paint the globe witimperialist brushstrokedlustrates the

degree to which national and global politics were characterized in terms of a racialized
colonial contest. Migration and citizenship also fell under this rubric of demographic,
economic, and social dominance framK A OK 2y f & 2y S aNI OS¢ 02 dA
In the minds of many nationalists in this era, the migration of-mdntes to Canada and
20KSN) 6 KAGS YSyQa O2dzyGNASA ¢l a adz2NBt e LI |
Within their constrainedworldview, the certain outcome of this zesum contest could

only be the dominance of the victor and the inevitable decline into ignominy of the
defeated race. But Canadian racial nationalists, like their U.S. and imperial
contemporaries, refused to throw in ¢htowel. They did not want to mourn the

downfall of vanquished, if formerly glorious, Angdaxondom intoning imperialist

11 Note that this was a regionalized debate. Others felt that Canada's first duty was to the Epipitewest Coast racial natiohsts said it was because
LI2EAGAOLE StAGSa Ay /SydNIt yR al NARGAYS /Iyl RE RA Rafdidithoke inie Wes asd diff FSNJ 4 KS LI

discuss further in Chapters Three and Four.
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songs to the amusement of their perceived inferiors, who had bested them in the

contest for racial dominance.

But the implicatios of this colonial contest for questions of Canadian national identity

were complicated. Simultaneously citizens of a North American Dominion, and subjects

of the British Empire, Canadian racial nationaf¥tyalties at times converged and

other times colded. What was clear however, was that, regardless of the

F' Y2NLIK2dzaySaa 2F 2l fidASa FyR ARSYyGAGASa
constitutedthis whiteness was still being worked out and debated, especially given the
guestionable whiteness of see European migrantsWhat was abundantly clear was

what whiteness wagiot. 16 ¢l a y20 Gofl O1Z¢ AOoNBgGgy>é 2N
Canadians created inclusiorBelongingwas solidifiedhrough rejection and vhiteness

and Canadianness by identifg what was not white, what was #Banadian. Pictorially
presenting their nation's plight at the mercy of Japan's impepaihtbrusit and by

extension, that of the nowhite worldt was just one of the many ways in which
Canadian nationalists participated larger discourses and representations of Anglo

Saxonism and imperial power that circulated throughout North America and the British

Empire during this time.

Maps, Migration, and Modernity

54



Canadian nationalists’ ideas did not occur in a vacuum, bertewather a part of
transnational discussions of race and nation. Part of why popular images such as the
cartoons showing white extinction and imperial glep&inting arousd fears of racial
decline is because they intersected with other related discesirs Canadian racial
nationalistssuch as Lautligned themselvewith like-minded nationalists in the United
Stateswhich reinforced the credibility of thegritiques of immigration.Laut was in the
company of thinkers likd.othrop Stoddard(18831950) a leading U.S. advocate of
immigration restriction. Stoddard had earned a.PHrom Harvard, which is significant
Ay GKIFG AG €Syd +y FANI 2F € SIAGAYE O (2
illustrates the fact that many racial natiomsts were from elite social and economic
circles, and that their ideas enjoyed mainstream acceptance at the time. Stoddard
wrote The Rising Tide of Color Against World White Supreifi®&0), which included

an introduction by another prominent racial natialist and eugenicist, Madison Grant.
Grant (18651937 had also been educated at elite universities, having earned a B.A.
from Yale and a law degree from Columbia. Madison Grant was the author of the
popular 1916 bookThe Passing of The Great Race; Tdre racial basis of European

history. In hisown influential text, Stoddard reinforakLaut's view of the global racial

K A

status qua which he perceived as a brutal clash of civilizatiohsy ¢ KA OK | &G NX a

2F O02f 2NE U(KNBI Sy StRcivilizatiod? 3dzA ¥ | yYR | 642 NbD

12 This was not a unitiS O A2y £ LINROS&aa o I RP20FGSa 2F NIOALt Sldzd tArde NbmaghaieéR (2
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Ly FFOdz { G2RRI NRadak dosiRonvwedtfl $18) in[his etéventh
OKILIWISNE aGa¢KS LYYSNI5A1Sa¢o® ¢ K Afrantie®K | LJG S NJ
0 K Siandr dike [that] the rising tide of color has for decas been beating, and will

beat yet more fiercely as congesting population, quickened-c®ikciousness, and
heightened sense of power impel the colored world to expansionREIYA Y A2y € G HoO
Ly GdKAa OKIFILIISNE {0i2RRINR &eéd disgadtedivhiir KA a
g2NI R Ydzald a22y FL0OS I O2ft 2NBR LISNRAf (G§KNBI
(236). Stoddard identified a thrgeronged threat: arms, markets, and migration. He

cited Laut as an authority on migration, explainingthaii. Ay ! dzZAGNI € Al I G«
NAasSa |y SldzZtfte dzyO2YLINRBYAAAY3I RSGESNNYAYL
0 I NNXR S-B)E fhis incluged the determination of Agnes Laut, from whom he even

F LIJSEFNBR (2 02NNRBg GKS GRA1SE YSOFLK2NE &N

awel-]y26y [/ lYyFRAFY 6NARGSNE aAida [ldziz GKdza RSTAY
had a vote and as a British subject, why notand if he could break down the

immigration exclusion act, he could outvote the nativern Canadian in ten years. In

Canada aré5,500,000 nativéborn, 2,000,000 aliens. In India are hundreds of millions

breaking the dikes of their own natural barriers and ready to flood any open land. Take

down the barriers on the Pacific coast, and there would be 10,000,000 Hindus in Canada

in ten years (2831).

LR Lz  iA2yaQ RSYFYyR& F2NJ NBO23yAidAzy |yR &20Alf @wdenén) (REtier, distussiots oracd y 20 2y f @
FYR yIFdAz2y GNIyaOSyRSR NI OAlT 02dzyRINIGigiatroddcichyo aR004 rhidsi@ Dhrkwatef Davidl Bvgring A aiaQ 02y O
[ S6A& 6 NA G S &ondlekhhtion haddzeen espediyiueléd by the great popularity of pseudoscience works sudthasPassing of the Great Race, or

the Racial Basis of European Histayl916 potboiler by Madison Grant, afitie Rising Tide of Color Against White World Suprensamother acclaimed

defense of white supremacy by Lothrop Stoddard, released by Scribner's jDstriwaterwent on sale” (v).
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LY FTRRAGAZ2Y (G2 KAA RA&AOdzaaAz2y 2F ! dza OGNt ALl
LINSRAOIF YSYydG G2 ! YSNAOFK QA LIS NEaSfit @oadR teesJt A IK G :
LINBOA &St e (i K(@84)zahdsing loritdl diséudgf@iriia. Like many in their

time, Stoddard, Laut, and Grant all took the idea of eugenics seriously as what Stoddard
g2dzf R £ FGSNI GSNY (KSO08F¥2RENFY @OA DRk & 2 g
Darkness; Nazi Germany Tod&89). All three raclanationalists saw selective
AYYAIANI GA2Yy LREAOASAE a + gté& (2 SyadiNB (K
all 6S4aQ o6A2f 2°AIAd the DargnBssStoddard évenivénton to praise

the Nazi regime for its extensive applicatiom o 4t KS GaOASy 0S¢ 2F Sdzs

13 Eugenicist discourse was both prevalent and respected at this timel900, a Canadian science and medical jou®ahadian Practitioneran anarticle
SYGAlGf SR GLE20K@I DEIEBSISYSNI GAYyIKE 6 KAOK Gadadighd2MBitoneNol. RS, BoOsizaulugasy 1900 F a NI OS S$g2
Eugenics lasted well into the twentieth centuryhe Second International Eugenics Confierewas held at thédmerican Museum of Natural History in New
York in September, 1921. The event was promoted by the United States State Department, and featured prominent figuneler Beabam Bell was the
K2y 2Nl NBE LINBAARSY(Z spoké Bt the évenNITEesEugsrict Boligatlogo dapickéd a tree (Fig. L.probablya play on the idea of a
GGNBS 20FF HHYAMAFISéE 20WB S SEGSYRSR (i 2Thdiifade aitdmy to yalid&te eadehics as aYepitviate scibied GRE BRI £ ¢ 2 NJ
aKdzYl yé SyarySSNayao ¢ K S dikettiordof humab levidltivn”, bral disb SlieAaQrae, dugenics drd&wvs s Snat@rials from many
sources and organizes them into a harmonious entity". The labels on the tree's ravtEdnnections to anatomy, physiology, biology, genetics, psychology,
mental testing, history, geology, archaeology, ethnology, law, statistics, politics, economics, biography, genealoggnedocaiiogy, religion, psychiatry,
surgery, and medicinenia messy conflation of humanistic, social scientific, and scientific discourses and methods to reinforce social D@agnisthd
1920s was a high water mark of the eugenics movement. Eugenics discourse and practice were largely discreditedlaftee&lddflhorrors of nationalism
YR NI OAlLf a&dOASyO0Sé GF1Sy G2 GKSANI £23A0It SEGNBYS, Cayadaidénted rbflige to mang t 2 OF dza i |
Jewish refugees fleeing the Holocaust.
C2NJ Y2 NB 2 ysaltdagsistiRie Oeivs adar@ te St. Louis, see:

Abella, Irving M., and Harold Martin Trop&lone Is Too Manyanada and the Jews of Europe, 1933
1948 New York: Random House, 1983.

Bahari, Maziar, and Canada National Film Boardllué. Voyage of the Stouis Montreal: National Film
Board of Canada, 1995.

Ogilvie, Sarah A., and Scott MillBefuge Deniedrhe St. Louis Passengers and the Holocestison,
Wis.: University of Wisconsin Press, 2006.

United States Holocaust Memorial, Museuvfayage othe St. Louis: Refuge Denidétlashington, D.C.:
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 1999.

And for Jews in Canada more generally, see:
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GNRPGS (KIFIG doweg8AlK2dzG FGGSYLWGAY3I (2 | LILINT A
DSNXIyeQa GNBIFOGYSyld 2F (GKS wWSgaex Ad Aa Tt
is the most ambitious and faeachingexperiment in eugenics ever attempted by any

YIEGA2YE OmMpnou d

In hisintroduction toa 2004 edition ob dz . Barkvéa@r, David Levering Lewigites

that "[ijn prose as grave and portentous as any used by Du Bois himself, Stoddard, a
Massachusetts lawyeand eugenics enthusiast, caught the attention of much of
middlebrow America without warning" (v). And not just middlebrAmerica, but much

2T (GKS GoKAGS 62NI RéEOD ¢tKS RSLIAOUAZ2Y 2F o4&
(fig. 1.3) intersected Wil K 2 G KSNJ FdGSYL}ia G2 RNl g GKS
g2NI R¢ G2 GKS RFEY3ISNI 2F AdGa AYYAYSyid RSOf
enough that two newspapers in two Canadian cities chose to print it. Visual tropes
intersected with politicar Y R 42 OALf AOASYGATFTAO LINF OGAOSaA
Like the pseudoscience of eugenics, mapping was also a tool of modernity, and it was as
politically inflected as other visual forms. HBave take popular visual culture seriously,

and corsider the 1907 image of the globe as a material object and tool of information,

we can see how the repetition of such motifs lends credence to a Manichean worldview
LIAGGAY 3 alKS ¢ S aTheimagedof acglér Godel indpSparbefing tpdhe

globe into imperial possessions or racial groups was a common motif that circulated
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widely during the natiosbuilding era. The fold-out frontispiecell 2 { ( 2 Risthig NR Q&

Tide of Coloattempts to depict literallywhat Kornel Chang SNX'&a | a NI OAFf 38§

Withi KS YIFLE SyiAGgt SR a5AaGNAodziA2YyY 2F (KS
depiction thatreinforcedthe cartoon's tonge-in-cheek depiction of white irrelevance in

Y2NBE aSNA2dza &g 05).SThé lmdpks oéimay 2abk” inde: white,

yellow, brown, black, and Amerindians, and is intendedctwroborate Stoddard's
argumentabout thed ¢ K A (i SbeinginOe® érgentthreatt a perspective shared by
Australian racial nationalistCharles Henry Pearsomhose work Stoddard gredy

admired and frequentlycited* In fact, he cited Pearson in his section on Australia,
immediatelybefore his discussion of Canadian racial nationaligisd as Laut did with

Canadd t SIFNE2Y I NHdzSR F2N4GKBEf ¥5SE RididgRaNDa ¢ & o
instances of racial nationalism helped to furtheadvancethe transnationalagenda of

white supremacy and AngiBaxonisnt®

Mapsare tools of modernityand were used to lend veneer of scientific credibility to

xenophobic attitudesbut they werealso aesthetic objects, and analyzing them on this

14 (Lake & Reynoldst 0 ® [20KNBL) {i2RRFNR OFftSR G(G(KS 42N 2YF 'AdE3ENI ATHE RiShGNdeGolér yF G A2y £ A
(Lake & Reynold8: & 77)
15For more on discourses of Angbaxonism, see

Horsman, Reginald. Race and Manifest Desfihg Origins of American Racial Argkxonism Cambridgelarvard University Press, 1981.
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level can also yield insights into racial ideology in this time. In Stoddard's map, with its
simplistic color coding system, like his and Laut's arguments betray a constant conflation
and slippage betwee Canada, the U.S., Britain, and its Empire, as well as between
Japan, Asia, and the entire navhite world. These categories were not neat and
discrete, but rather were slippery and malleable. Racial categories were under constant
tension and negotiatin in this era, in part because they were undergoing construction,

but also because they were ultimately part of ampty, arbitrary system of
classificatiom meaningful only within a larger social context that legitimated them. But
ironically, the factthda G NI} OS¢ Aa 02y aidiNHzOGSR FyR NI OAl
did not cause these categories to disintegrate. Instead, thbitrariness and
constructed quality2 ¥ (1 KSasS OFGS3I2NRASaz (lkSarghablyi Sy OS
madethese concepts alhte more enduring and persistent. Part of the power of notions

of race and racial categoriés that they can shift, mutate, and become more adaptable

to the purposes of racial nationalist8ecause of their lack of substantive content, these

notions carbe reimagined and deployed in constantly evolving ways.

These maps of race and empinere commonly understood symbols that were legible

to readers, and which, along with eugenic theories of racial superiority and inferiority,
FRRSR | f I 8GNJI (253 AGEAOAISORG AUF2A Yy IF GA2y I f AAG4AY
By reinforcing the presumed demographic threats these maps conveyed, Laut and her

Canadian contemporaries were in dialogue with racial nationalists throughout North
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America and the BritishEmpire. As Laut's work makes clear, white Canadian
nationalists, like other racial nationalists in this era, saw themselves as part of both a

larger shared legacy efestern civilizationand defenders of its triumphant future, but

also as the architectsf distinct glorious andhational destinies. And the greatness of

western civilization was inextricable from its whiteness. LAlse and Reynoldsxplain,

whiteness was @rojecE & | LI NJ R 2 E A Qrarfsnatloisalin Atdlids@ratian | G 2y
and iderifications but nationalist Ay AGa YSGK2Ra FyR 321 faté
0KNRdAK2dzi ¢KIFG Y2NYySt /KFry3a GSNya GKS a!
constant tension between nationalists' ideas of Ar§kaxon unity, on the one hand, and

the expression of national superiority on the other.

Penelope Edmonds argues for @ NB I LILINI A & | € 2T -Sakoa O2 dzNA !
exceptionalism during the mitb-late nineteenth century, examining a range of writers

who promoted narratives of an imagined tranelonial Amglo-Saxon community at

O2t 2y ALt | YR YS{ NPLOO} f Coricerying ussidbd & gacedandn n g
migration, Canadiamacial nationalists saw themselves in a shared plight with other

white men's countries, and adopted similar measures to protectrthaition's ‘racial

purity' and privilege. In keeping with their critique of Britain, Canadian nationalists

chose to form transnational and tramsiperial alliances of their own. They did this with
like-minded racial nationalists, with whom they exchanggolutions about how to

LINPGSOG GKSANI 60SaAS3ISR aK2NBa | 3 xyaedd G KS
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threatening white supremacy, and ostensibly even survival. Racial nationalism strained
imperial allegiances in some ways even as it strengtdghem in others, for instance,
by linking certain countriasCanada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa

shared pursuit of tranémperial white supremacy’

During this age of naticbuilding, whiteness and national belonging in imagined
communiies was constituted largely through exclusion. Agnesweotie 2 ¥ & (0 KS  { K NJ
INBI G h NR Swidl dwiith CBtha, IGked Britain is in friendly agreement. With

Japan, Great Britain is in closest international pact. To India, Great Britain igharMo

Yet Canada refuses free admission to peoples from all three countries. Why? For the
alYyS NBlFazy |ad& R2 {2dzikK ! FNAOF FyR ! dzad NI f
transnationally, but in addition to these transnational white solidaritiagiculations of

white supremacy also had distinct national and local inflections. This tension between

the global and the local, regional, or national resultedcomplex, layered sets of
meanings. While opposition to the inclusion of A@hites in energing national
communities was widespreathe distinct nationalist inflections facilitated the creation

of ideas of national values and belonging. For the challenge facing Dordingllers in

this era was nothing less than creating a nation.

169RY2YRE | a2 GimdelaBAndop 2By aSROFWIA2Y It A8aYE YR 4f1dS G6SydASiK OSyiddNE y2irzy
OANDdz F iAy3d ARSHE 2F . NAGA&KYySaa yR 6KAGSySaa oe (GKS t1iS yAySdEsSyidk OSyida
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Some inlividuals were particularly invested in, and influential in, shaping the outcome

of this process, and did their best to seize the reins and guide the Dominion's growth

along a path that served their agendas. As in the other Dominions, Canadian
nationaliss had to construct a national identity, a statement of principles about who

they were; what they stood for; and origin myths about how they came to be. Especially

given the lack of a radical revolutionary statement of principles, such as the United
Statesdza SR (2 RAAGAYy3IdzAaK AGaSEtF FNBY . NRGFA
content of Canadian identity is uncler S@Sy (2RI & | FGSNJ OSy (i dzN
successful natiotuilding (Clarke, 1997: 98) At a time when national meanings were
onylSIAYyYyAy3a G2 O21tS5Sa0Ss gKIG AG YSEIyd G2
what was deemed uwh I Y RAFY X YR Ay GKAA& SNJI9SHT daNIY
the emerging body politic had to be white. Racial exclusion thus opened the space for
ethnic inclusion, and barring racialized others helped foment the growing sense of white

Canadian identity.

Britishness, Whiteness, and the Complexity of National Identity

The rigors of natiofbuilding created a series of evpresent tensions Canada was a
British colony, and its project of building national identity was undertaken mainly by

Englishspeaking political and intellectual elites of British ancestry. But in order to be
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viable as a natiostate, those responsible for settling the vast landmass teapeople it

with immigrants who could generate wealth and prosperity. And they also had to be
able to fulfill the racial destiny nationalists imagined to be essential for their young
Dominion's future greatness. And despite nationalists' teleolod##hsy that Canada
would grow into a powerful nation and ultimately become a world superpower,
Canada'’s very existence relied directly upon Brigsbnomic and militargupport. The

elite nationbuilders responsible for immigration policy were well agvaf this fact, and

it caused them great anxiety. They created bombastic claims of national greatness in

part to mask a sense of inferiority and uncertainty about their place in the world.

Thus, national meaning in Canada was attached largely to itasBress. For racial
nationalists during this era, nationalism and imperialism were inextricable, not only in
terms of duty to the Empire, but also dependence upon its power and protection.
Canada was a toothless giant, which could not exist without BjfaQa Y A A K G @
addition to their cultural and ideological ties, most nationalists were imperialists by
definition, since their nation could not exist without the Empire. Similarly, Canadian
imperialists could not carry out their duty to the Empire watit a strong sense of

national identity, and ideally, an economy to match. So Canadians sought to fortify their

yraoSyid aidriS o0& NBONHzAGAYI GKS aoSad Of I

Europe.

64

v

a



In Canadian popular culture, an accumidat of racial nationalist discourse, such as
Laut's tract, and visual representations such as political cartoort®nsistently
presented both whiteness in general, and Canadian whiteness in particular, as under
siege. Public discourse created by racatlanalists reinforced this sense of threat and
advocated defensive policies of immigration restriction. But although a sense of
whiteness was created in this historical moment, this was by no means a
straightforward, seHlevident, or transparent processRather, the process of creating
white and Canadian identities was fraught with tensions and contradictions, and
entailed concerted efforts at the state and popular level to create a sense of social

cohesion and belonging.

Founding Mythologies and Imagad National Futures

Even as they took pride at having a seat at the table with other racial nationalists, Laut

and her contemporaries also imagined a special national destiny for Can@de.

unique and splend future they envisioned derivedn part from the nation's

Britishness and yet this same Britishness was also the source of great ambivalence
amongst racial nationalists. Laut herself was very ambivalent about BritainspSke

GAGK NBOSNBYOS 2F GUKS | yAGSR ahéitlayhlito] 2 & £ A
the Crown and left New England and the South, abandoning all earthly possessions to
0S3AAY tAFS +tySg Ay (GKS o0l 01¢v22Ra 2F GKS T
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breath she scoffedl i G KS &GdzFFAyS&aa | yR dois @vaasSaé
NBE F SNNB R { 2 theRbfaok2000EHud f the @G W6 o O dwent.ordmd say K S
OKFG RSaAaLAGS GKSANI I FFSOGFraAz2yas aikKSasS 02
they gave of their blood and brawn...and all earthly possesdmrthose ideals; and it is

2T &4dzOK addzF¥ GKFG GKS ALIANARG 2F RIEdzyif Saa

Laut argud that Canada was built on the unselfish ideals of its foundesiggiosity and

an ethos of seHlsacrifice. Unlike Germanyna Japan, she arguedCanada had no

impulse to dominate (2). And unlike America, Canada was not founded by crass
materialists, pursuing wealth above all elsén Ambivalent Allieg1994) John Herd

Thompson andtephenRandall identifya § KS aSyasS 2F YAatgaktizy | yR
' YSNAOlIyAaYaégd Fa LINIG 2F Ly SEtAGS [2eFfAad
gl a GqadzFFAOASyGfe KS3ISY2yAaO0¢e |a G2 OKIFNF O
States (17). And Laut implicitly invakine United States in contrast wheshe aded:

Gy 82N R2 @2dz TAYR Chnadh had HiaysheeNJreFde B2 Y= ¢ 7

7 A

OANRA 27F LI aalr3asS GKIFG 6Ay3ISR 6208 (K oLy

We see a similar ambivalence towards Britain on the part of JoMcEonnell, editor of
the antirJapaneseB.C. Saturday Sunsttat railed against Britain's lack of support for
Canadian opposition to Japanesegration. Yet, like Laut, McConnell also raised the

mother country to exalted heights in his pictorial repratgion of British Canadians.
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The front page image of the very first edition a features a towheaded cherub walking
across rays of sunsey S| NAy 3 | &l aK (KI Gt tdNBaspRtie a { | G o
outstretched hand of a regal woman clothed in the Union Jaoksibly representing

British Columbia's grateful reception of the new paper (Fig. 1.6). Female
personifications of the nation were a common motif in nationalist discourses. The sun

was also a common motif in visual depictions of nationalism and imEmaas it
represented light and progress of civilizattoborne with such apparent success that

GGKS adzy ySOSNI aSi 2y GKS . NAGAAK 9YLIANBE ®
western Canada, a bustling harbor and city can be seen below,atyrob commerce

and enterprise. On the right, sheafof wheat and assortment of fruit rests alongside

farming tools,symbolizing the toil and cultivation required to extract the bounty of

Canada's soil.

The idea that white men were a particularly hardkimg and enterprising breada
GYF&aGSNI N OS¢ 02Ny G2 NYz S waskoBe ofitfeFcSralh 2 NJ L
precepts of Anglé&saxonism and white supremacy. Canadian racial nationalists such as
McConnell saw themselves as the inheritors and defenddrsthis legacy, and

articulated their national identity in these terms. As historian Daniel Francis explains,
Anglophiliawas prominent amongst Canadian political elites in the late nineteenth and

early twentieth century (63). Some commentators even adjthat Canada was more

Gl yEEE2yé GKEyY . NA-Gdnadifins hdrkedtirefedsly to Sshowcssd f 2
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their Britishness, forming fraternal organizations and imperialist societies. Even as they
resented the demands of Britain's imperial leadershipg &s foreign policy decisions,
they nonetheless embraced their own personal Britishness. What is more, Britain, they

imagined, should want Canada to remain firmlwhite AngloSaxon nation.

dzi Fa '€ adlr AN . 2yySai LsNBdeSng Clasy BeBamé | NIi
2 KAGSZ¢e GoABy (GKS yAySiSSyiK OSyiddaNE GKS vy
with considerably more force and conviction outside Britain than within it. From a
colonial distance it was a commonplace to accord a wiite]l hence elite, identity to
SOSNE AYKFEIOAGFYyG 27F :81)S Ad BonnéttSeRplath BrlidR2 Y O 1
elites"[t]he British working class...was marginal to the symbolic formation of whiteness
and, sometimes...actively excluded from.if" Whereas AngleCanadians built their
national identity around the presumption of a Britistand thus, for them,de facto
whitet core identity, the British working class came to adopt a belief in their whiteness
well into in the twentieth century much later thartheir colonial counterparts. What is

more, British working class assertions of whiteness were in part catalyzed by colonial

17Bonnetelabcates d L & dz33Said GKIFIG ¢6KAGSySaa oSOFYS | @I At of Secodnic &nd Symhiokc Nfudtyyirgy ofOt | & o6 SO
British capitalism (more specifically, | discuss imperialism and the rise of the welfare state). The aggaefsiusive articulations of working class whiteness
examined in this section bare the imprint of these changes, more specifically a shift in emphasis from whiteness as as hbidergity, connoting

extraordinary qualities, to whiteness as apopulafisS y G A G & O2yy2(GAy3 &dzZLlISNA2NARGE odzi +Ft&2 2NRAYINAYyS&as y
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claims to whiteness, which made this discourse availablevtoking class Britons

(Bonnett, 2002: 318

By contrast, for Angik€anadians, as for their British colonial contemporaries, their
ancestry was synonymous with whiteness. For them, Britishness was the pinnacle, the
exemplar of whiteness, against which all other extractions of whiteness were
measured and generally found laakg. But AngloCanadians' avowal of Britishness as
the penultimate form of whiteness cannot be separated from their desire to assert their
own national whiteness as unassailable and their statehood as unquestionable, in the
wake of perceived threats to pilege posed by ani YLISNRA F f AaY | yR GKS
O 2 t FEW thoughwhiteness might have beenraeaninglessbstracton for working

class Britons, for Canadian racial nationalistsitenessbecame an ideal to strive for.
Even as they articulatl their own personal whiteness, racial nationalists sought to
construct Canada as a natiowhite enougtt to merit their claims. For in Canada, as in
Britain, not all whites were equally white. Britiderived whiteness was at the core of
white Canadiandentity, and other versions of whiteness were more marginal to it, yet

they were made to be acceptable, in order to support natimnlding.

Ethnicity, Class, and Making Whiteness in Canada
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The centrality of British identity and relative marginality ather white ethnicities is
clearly depicted in a 1903 cartoon in the political pamphleaurier Does Things
intended to help reelect Prime MinisterWilfrid Laurier and the Liberal PartyOne of
the accomplishmentsattributed to the Laurier liberals wasA Y ONBF aAy 3 [ |y
population through and 2 LIS 2 NJ AYYAINI A2y LRt AO&é¢ 20@SI
Minister of the Interior (Colemgrii996:20). In the image, a muklethnic group of white
men stands in a tall field of wheata perennial symbol of Cada’'s bounty singing the
YEGA2Y I fA&0G a2y 33 GRgKS). ahe chorSs incl&ksTGer@andlB @ S NJ

Icelanders, Belgians, Russians, Austrians, Frenchmen, and Scandinavians.

But it is John Bull and Uncle Sam who stand in the center holdexgongbook. The

prominent placement of these Britistherived exemplars of whitenessone imperial,
onerepublicart highlights their positiomot only as the most desirable immigrants but

as the most powerful demographic, cultural, and trade influences on tmerging
Canadiamation-state. The American artie Englishman are most closely flankeday
Scosmanand an Irishmant British subjects like Canadiatfs ¢ W &1 / | ydz01 £¢ |

cartoon depiction of Canada dressed in garb like thatao€anadian Mounted dlice

18 This relationship was sometimes fraught and conflicted, as in the case of Irefindlarly, lased on the placement of the German man, this image also
suggests that desgfit NI OAlf Yyl GAZ2Y I fA-BOESY BEYNSABDSAYAY 28 { WEFAE 2YAINI GA2YyS Odzd GdzNBZ |y
IFYFRAFY ARSyGAGe Fa GKS . NRAGOAAKI revealBK @ ¢ {OR VWALl Sh/Asya el et ésh, Hith e, Drititdzdl | © t SNKI L

category.
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officer, conducts the chorus, symbolizing the ability of state power to achieve a

harmonious blending of ethnic white identities, forged around an Ax@doadian core.

¢CKS LI GNRA2GAO az2y3 FSIFGdzNBR Ay (Kgnnéd NIliz22y
by Scottish immigrant and schoolteacher, Alexander Muir (£8306)in 1867 the

year the Confederationof four British North American coloniesarked the firststep

toward Canadian stateood.’® Thus, the cartoon is doubly symbaliaot only for its

celebratory nationalist lyrics but also for its association with this initial act of unification.

The song commemorates Britain's founding of the Dominion, and goes on to recognize

the commingling of English, Scottish, Irish, and Welsh ethnicities, ienagrging

national vision of British Canadian identffyy In White Civility The Literary Project of

19 The Canadian Encyclopedia of Music
<http: //www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=U 106248@>, viewed April 8, 2011.

20 Both the song and the image are a metaphorical slap in the face for French Canadians. For as Daniel Coleman exmplambettasne something of an
Anglo/ | Y1 RAFY FyGdKSY o6HnncoO® Ly tich $fSHelxofiquestsok thekfornieK French 2ofoByChit theYByitis!K i 178% Krénth
Canadians are notably absent in the song, as well as the political cartoon, which instead depicts the sole representia¢iie®inth speaking world as a
Belgian and a Frehman, eschewing the widelirculated image of a rurdlabitant farmer, weltrecognized as a portrayal of tf@uébécois This apparent
disdain for French Canadians is also evident in the work of J.S. Woodsworth, who does not take French Canadianstsatiqusicommon position
amongst Anglo elites, as French Canadians complained. But aside from this notable exclusion, the image celebrates lasimerdsfigition of white
Canadian identity than does the song, showing a wide array of culturadthné: groups, uniting in a celebration of national pride.
{ASIFNASR Ffaz | NBdZSR Ay KAGKSOKNILIGBNA O dzES 0o 2KedlysNaRyaa 6 BysiKEl |/ yBREHZRBM W0 1 KS O2 YLI SE
compatriots in the Dominion, the statef mind of the English Canadians will seem simple, for, unlike, their rivals [French Canadians], they are not drawn in
opposite directions by sentiment and séiterest. They have but one flag, the Union Jack, which symbolizes to them the love anaf timtyBritish Empire,
and if they cherish a special love for Canada herself, there is in this nothing to detract from their loyalty to Engkinghosition, therefore, would be
exactly similar to that of the Australians, New Zealanders, and othdslBablonists, were it not that they are always conscious of having alongside them,
tolerated with impatience, a foreign race [Quebecois] whose destinies are inextricably involved in theirs. This couldbutoa Iseurce of violence and
conflict and, asa consequence, of an intensified fervour of nationalism in their hearts. Their patriotism is made up in large measughtyf belief in
ONRGAEK AdZISNRA2NRGEs 3aSNISR a2YSGAvYSa 27T7FS SiediedSAndésThel Race DieSion3rEQalagad S 2 F G KS
London: E. Nash, 1907.
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English CanadaDaniel Coleman reads this political cartoon as reifying the sense of
Gt HY YERALY . NRAGAAKYSAEaham&8yatiroughfitdytick 8 B0 6 B S (1 K
GKAAGESY akKl YNRO]IB). Wi &dg ekeyatesthis/tGpiary tifectaot

British imperial belonging under the banner of the maple leaf, dominant state symbol of

(Angle)Canadian nationalism.

The cartoon actually does evenare than this. What is being celebrated here is not

2yte | ONRBIR a$yéfceplch ClemaiPaihes viay ded dyLowland

P

{O02Ga G2 aYlydzZFlI OGdz2NBE | f22aS8SN) Odzf GdzNF £ A

Qx

partners in the largerproje@ ¥ 9y 3f A4K AYLISNRARFfAAYX odzi |
(17). Insteadthe image actually presents a more expansive definition of Canadian
identity that includes ethnic whitenalesas Canadians, albeit less centrally. For, despite

their more marginaplacement, what is important is that they are thea¢ all. There

are no black, brown, or yellow peoplanywherein the image. In depicting the
immigrants thatCanadian racial nationalist James Shav&@2 Rg 2 NIiK Rdza |y o
GYAIKGE adNSdxsE A Ga A8 yLRE2 It 20T Ay RNBaa:z
(12) the cartoon highlights ethnidifference as well asnclusion But by including

particular ethnicities from amongst thé @I ad LINR OSaairzy 2F QI N

INI OA Yy 3 [ Isyhle eattaQriis alsétentings whiteness

The Britishness of Canadian National Iderititthe Early20™ Century
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Not all Europeans were deemed equally desirafigrants to Canada Janice @vell

notesA Y K S NJTHe Ndpevid) Ré8e andithe Ingration Sieve thata wl 8 Y I 22 NJ |
of Canadian immigration policy in the first decades of the twentiegmtury was to
LINBASNIS /Iyl RIQa LINER20061345).yAnd Andre Sidgfiied a K OF
argued inThe Race Question in CangdQ07) thati KSNX ¢l a | adNRy3I as
[Py RALY ibdhig M 2/(RA &iKek G awf 8A1S Ef O2f 2y Al f
' yFGddzNI £ 23S FueMNdnloysayithatyERgdish @neh Scdich @migrant§
cherish, it is well known, adeepafd aGAy 3 GSYRSNYySaa F2NJ (4KS
 RRSR GKIG awdiB8KS LNARAK F& | NHzZE S OF NNBE | ¢
they establish themselves only a feeling of hatred for their oppressors; but in Canada

their attitude is somewhat excejpnal.... It may be said, then, that the Mother Country

adlyRa ¢Sftf Ay GKS FFFSOGA2ya 2F (GKS . NRGA

Love for andoyaltyto the Mother Country meant a strong preference for immigrants of

British descent. Ly A G& o0AR (02 SI (NINIAQG caliEEMNE 2 T
immigrants, Canada's Ministry of the Interior also launched vigorous recruitment efforts

in Britain, the United States, and tolesser degree elsewhere in Western and Northern

Europe. As Charles and Cynthia Hou expla@in, t AFF2NR {AFG2Y X YAYA:
under Laurier, strongly promoted immigration to Western Canada. Sifton successfully

bombarded the United States and Europe with posters, advertisements and pamphlets
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describing the benefits of settlement on tHeINI A NA S&€¢ 6 pn v ® ¢2 0UKjJ

Qx

LINRPY2UGSR G2 LRIOSYOGAl Tt Y(EFiH.NB)yY Wastein &anadk Bas ¢ [ |
SY@Ararz2y SR | a bokrfiful éandShatisurpassedithe Yamekican west in

both peace and prosperity¢ KS mdbn @ ad[ RPEB G | RZT AaddzSR o8
I ANR Odzf GdzNB o2l aida 2F GaK2YSa FT2N YAffA2Z2Yya
GNF YOKAY IS¢ GRFEANBAYISE GaANIAY NIAaAAYy3IASE 6
G2 GKS a.Sad 2Said4%azSuabSNY /Al WGIKEE agH & G 2
LI SYGATFdzZ FNFXofS fFyR F2NI FINXYAy3I:X S@PSy | ¥
1890s”* For the historical context was one of colonial contestand Canadians were

competing with their American n8iK 6 2 N& (2 FGGNF Ol GKS ao6Sad

help build their natiorstate.??

Another political cartoon fromLaurier Does Thingshows a flock of American settlers,
suitcases in hand, pulled across t@anadaJ.S.boundary line running, tumbling,all

drawn inexorably northward by a gigantic magiieig.1.10). This pamphlet boasted to

21 The U.S. Census of 1890, indicated that the American frontier had officially broken up. Shortly after, in 1893, histieidck Backson Turner delivered a
paper toa special meeting ahe American Historical Associatioheldin conjunction withthe World's Columbian B2 & A i A2y Ay / KAOlF 3235 Lff Ay
paper,d ¢ KS {AIYyAFAOI YOS 27F (KS ¢CMBDublisnadSe Pybceedivigs Nt SyatelistoticaliSheitye of Wisconsin.  In
O2yeadzyOlrazy sAGK GKS wmydn / SwiddlynitetpretedasiprénidcementBadtiiedaMmEricah ffoRtierSvasinbweclosed NuUbat
A& Y2NBI ¢dzNYySNRE 62N)] KSfLISR (2 Scpmdcdity dynamisandipfodréss id the AinériSan tafioNd ishaghaByNE | & Ay K
CKAE GFNBYGASNE YvYedk2t23e Ftaz FLLIXASR (2 (K Seed@nén Rdddick Ihel Siglficaade afyfe T A OF y OS |
Frontier in American Histg: Address Delivered at the Fofirst Annual Meeting of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, December 1418343

22 Idealizing Canadian peace and prosperity, James Bryce wr@ariadaan Actual Democracf1921) thaté o (i 8 K S NB paugeriskhH{ilNEahadla] angr &
need be none at all. No such opposition is raised to immigration as has been raised in Australia, so the populatjoto igdikei increasing for generations

to come, especially in the western half of the country” (2).
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I'FYFRAFY @20§SNER 27F [ | dzNA SN & TheBdgretmatiy’ LINE Y
represents thepull of free land and subsidized travel to Western Canades LM.
C2NIASNE /KAST /ESN] 2F GKS LYYAINIrGAz2y 58S
gives no cold and niggardly reception desirable settlersvho seek her shores in

response to herinvitationé 6 2 2 2 R 85 2ridhakis mine). Like Fortier and
Woodsworth, many British Canadians advocated a path of selective openness to
immigration. Canada needed immigrants to fulfill its own visiowedtward expansion

In the cartoonUncle Santookson in alarm as his countrymen rush across the boundary

line north towardthe d 32 f RSy 2 LJLJ2 NJi daghk Wecke SaimKclings tdas | A G &
post bedecked with the Stars and Stripgé2 I Y OK2 NJ KA Y powerfaly &G /|
pull. Tailcoat flying behind him, and stgpangled hat whisked off his hegabor Sam

musesin dismay "That magnet's got an awful pull. Seems as though | @agthardly

resist it myself".

In addition to the obvious material lure of free farmland and chpapsagethe cartoon

also presents a number of more symbditractions The magnis polls are laden with

symbolic imagery depicting Canadian nationalism and pride. Crowning the magnet,
G32f RSy 2LIRNIldzyArdeég Aa Tty SHdera @Theh3I22 R
magnet's lower pols read "chuches; schools” and "home rule"Canada national

ONBR2 27F aLISI OS> 2NRSNE YR 322R 320SNYyYS

EurcCanadians felt they enjoyed special status through this blend of accountable
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government and membership in@owerful Empire. Based on the recommendation of

the Durham Report (1838), the British Empire had since the 1850s accommodated
colonial desire for increased sgjbvernment without sundering the bonds of imperial

unity?® Given the republican leanings of their southern neighbor, Canadian
pamphleteerswerS A &S (2 SYLKFIAAT S dK2¥BSANHMISEE S8
farmers away from a nation suspicious of strammtralgovernment.

bridAz2ylFtAada NBO23IyAT SR GKIFIG Ay (GKS 02f 2y A
part of how Canada could hopetaitf @ ©6SO2YS | @3INBF G L2 6SNE |
A2PSNYYSyliéeszr ol a G2 AYONBIFAS Ada I FFf dzSyOS
first increased its population. So Canadian natoiders did their best to recruit

farmers who couldconvert the f | y ferflify into material wealth. Even while
nationalists articulated a vision of the Dominion as profoundly British, they also knew

they needed large numbers of able2 RA SR a S i (0 f S Ndod immiyrationk & K S
L2 f A O@ ¢ dzy RS NJ rid NduneBandaaMinfsteat theSIhtariér @liffofd Sifton,

the category of admissible immigrant was expanded to include Eastern Europeans and

other ethnic whites.

23 Francis, DanielNational DreamsMyth, Memory, and Canadian HistoryancouverArsenal Pulp Press, 1997. 59. As Daniel Francis elaborates in his study of
KAalG2NE (SEGo02214s a03IB8SYSNIidAzya 2F &0K22 frésKok theRuodl yillustralingMywdte BritishIEdpiré | y I R 4a §
could transform itself into a federation of sef2 S NY Ay 3 a20AS0GASE sAlK2dM). RAEZAYGISANI GAYy3 Ay G(KS LINROSaaA
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J. S. Woodsworthdés Taxonomies of Et hn

It was not because most ethnic whites were codNMB R ARSIt aNJ} OAL f &
were entitled to migrate to Canada. On the contrary, it waspiteof their relatively

low placement on taxonomies of whiteness and Europeanness. We can learn a great
dealaboutthe ethnic hierarcly understood byCaradian racial nationalis by turning to

the work of James Shaver Woodswoitb8741942) A vocal racial nationalist, like

Agnes Lautind Lothrop StoddardWoodsworth was alethodist minister who later

became a social democratic parlamentaridn his nowinfamous 1909 bookStrangers

Within Our Gates, or Coming Canadians2 2 2 Ra g2 NI K aSda 2dzi G2

AYYAINI GA2YE D

222RA062NIKQa LISNELISOUAOB®SA OFAshisioBanMaBlgy | & S
Barber explains in hesmcademicintroduction toa reprint of hisd 22 1{ = a2 22 R&a g 2 N.
view of the immigrants was that of an actively involved and wesd Englistspeaking

t NEGS&aGLYd /1 ylFERALY 2 Fwrotedor é Similarlg Protastant 2 2
Englishliterate readership. And fronthe outset, it is clear how central the notion of
GoKAGSYSaae Aa G2 /FyYyFTRAFY ARSYGAGOoGKI i1 KA
does the ordinary Canadian know about our immigrants? He classifies all men as white
YSYy FyR F2NBasIWdimdttexpaipa b6 KRa f AGGES 0221
introduce the motley crowd of immigrants to our Canadian people and to bring before
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our young people some of the problems of population with which we must deal in the

GSNE ySI N Fdzii dzNBE£¢ 06 pv @

Woodd 6 2 NIK 21LJSya KAA OKIFLWGSN G¢ KySotefram 6t SY
Commissioner Watchorthat perfectly captureshis own position @ @i 8 KSNB | NB
classes who would pass upon the immigration question. One says, 'Close the doors and

let nobody in'; he other says, 'Open wide the doors and let in everybody." | am in
sympathy in neither of these classes. There is a happy middle @athpath d
RAZOSNYYSYyil F¥yR TkSIVSfdé T 222Ra62NIKQA
and shortcomings of variougroups of potential immigrants, mostly from Europe, so

GKIG KAa @2dzy3 a/ Yyl RAFYE NBFRSNBR OFly SgI ¢
KAYSZ y20 Iff 9dzNRPLISIFya ogSNB ONBIFGSR Sljdz f c
alone. Rather, he was as arfieéipant in transnational conversations about race, nation,

and migration, and positioned himself as such, continually engaging with his
O2YGSYLIRNINARSAQ &aAYATINI g2NjJa 2F NI OALf vyl

t NEof SY 2F LYY odNdtes Uchy R Conanguisdvecal American

24(161). Woodsworth is probably referring to Robert Watchorn, an English immigtamhad been written up in a 1905 issueSifccess Magazine an article
by J. Herbert Welch, as "The Man who Climbed Dt Life{l G 2 NBE 2F | . 2& LYYAINIyd 6K2 KIF& .S02YS /2YYA&aaArzy
York, p. 386).
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proponent of immigration restriction who had invoked the metaphor of a line dividing

desirables from undesirablewithin Europe®

Wo{ d® 222REA62NIK [jdz2{Sa [/ 2YYadingdrawnado’thes NB (i S

Continent of Europe from northeast to southwest, separating...countries not only of

O«

RAAGAYOG NI OS& odzi fa2 2F RAAGAYOU OAGALA
RAGARSR 4Gt NRPGSadlyd 9dzNRPLIS ¥F NP Mtons framk 2 f A O
absolute monarchies...lands where education is universal to land where illiteracy

LINBR2YAY Il GSaé o LG Ffa2 RAGARSR AGLINRPINBAE:
F ANR Odzft G dzNB FNRBY AGLINAYAGAGBS KIFyR @lyRAME NR S
FYR &aSLI NIGSR GaSRdzOFGSRXE OGKNRTFO& LISEa&l yaN
ASYSNI GA2Yy NBY2OSR FTNRY &ASNFR2Yé omMcnO®

¢Sdzi2z2y A0 NI OSa FTNRBY [FOAYyZ {tF @ {SYAUGAO

This last pait gets to the heart of the matter. WoodswortQ @and Commons'
discussion of the boundaries of this color line dividing superior and inferior European

races, cultures, and civilizations attests to the obses&geof racial nationalists of this

25 John R. Comons from "Racial Composition of the American Peoflhautauqua(19034), quoted in James S. Woodswor8trangers within our gates or
Coming Canadiar@oronto and BuffaloUniversity of Toronto Press, 1972), 164. Alsa $&empson, John H. "AmericMuckrakers and Western Canadian
Reform."The Journal of Popular Cultuké no. 4 (1971)1060-70.

(<http://umanitoba.ca/centres/ukrairdn canadian/ucpbf/conferences/multiculturalism.html#shkandri21
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era to the prospect of racial mixingWoodsworth dismisss | y (i A Nd& @ & 3 deQR S R
optimism that confidently asserts that the mingling of the races is in the highest
interests of our country. We get the strength of the North, the beauty of the South, and

the wisdlom of the East; such is the line of thought often presented in after dinner
ALISSOKSa¢é¢ OMyHOO® . & O2y(iNradsz 222Rag2NIK
certain optimism...that ultimately a higher [racial and national] type might be
RSOSt 2LISRS daagavdy G2 FNBHIzS GKFIG daoABy GKS
and civilizations there is little variation from type; they are conservative, fixed,
stationary. But with the mingling of the races there is a tendency to variation. The

newer natons & Ay | &aidFdS 2F dzyaidl ofS SljdzAt Ao N
YSEYyld aly 2LILRNIdzyAde F2N OKIFy3aSé¢ odzi ¢ 2 d
(183). This was what he and other racial nationalists hoped to determine, by acting as

architects of néon-building.

In the prevailing paradigm, this European color line was an extension of the global color

line. Part ofthe reason9 a4 SNY YR {2dzi KSNY 9dzNRLISIY
suspicion was because of their proximity to Asia, Africa, and thellMiBast, and the

history of interaction between these regions. In the racial nationalist imagination, the

body politic and character of Eastern and Southern Europeans ah@hdy been
contaminated by contact with the darkeskinned peoples of the wortdthe damnable

FYR RSANIRAYI STFSOU 2F HKAOK xYehderdl SR (K
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0KSaS SGKYAO 6KAGSEA Y2NB AGLINAYAGADBSES Gol
nation-states. Racial nationalists envisioned a crucial link between rdmedityt in
this era, the terms were frequently used as synonymasd inherent capabilities for

citizenship.

In keeping with dominant notions of race and ethnicity in his era, Woodsworth saw

these categories as fixed and essentiahd as having moral, si@l, and political, as

well as biological dimensiorf8 2 2 2 R4 62 NI K 6NRGSST GKFG aoisK:!
profound influence on the choice between the two modes of government. With some
peoples individual autonomy independence of characteris stro/ 3t @ G NJ OSRé X |
GKS OF&aS alY2y3a GKS DSNXIFYAO ylIUA2yaé OmyH
Latin nations in generalit is quite different...they...prefer to discharge the functions of

GKAY1AY3 YR @gAaKAY 3 dzLI2sgrie).2 UK SélEentab my H X

sluggisimess, their lack of initiative andf a keening desire for freedom and

26 Woodsworth explicitly eéferences Social Darwinist ideas, writiis]urely the whole concept of evolution is founded on the implicit faith that the world is
moving towards higher thingsnd that spiritual forces are destined to prevail. Example, training, higher motives, religious impulses are more patent tha
N} OS OKI N} OGSNRAGAOEAZT YR At @ RSKSNIA KS 0SS ABdaBENEI Kahg staedgdiiy NERRIBIRE © ¢k YR yiKES 3 o
AYLINR@GSE KS ta2 o0StAS@Sa GKIFG aylddaNBe FyR adl dS Aol SiNapoyps. AFdnfnstandes A y' I+ RS j dzt
hesaysofthéx [ S@I yiAyS NI O0S&¢ 27F (KIS Gréed, Aredidtdy, TwaksS, Rid Byt fF REH S ¢ LIBRLIGS I NB YIyAFSaGt
FT2NJEATS Ay 28adGSNY /Lyl REE Omopus ableAy3d adKSe | NBt SCEydSNG 1t Sandtfat A3 izl  doymio
in additon, ¢ @i 8 KS Y2ali RIFIy3ISNRdza FSFGdNB Aa G(KS 3ISySNI f Wobdsi®hialsoSyo@SDr2Man t 2 § Ka2Y$S
aO[ dAKtAYZ K2 arada S@OSYy Y2NB SYLKIGAO Ay KA& RA &tdl pickeRe@df thes@ peoplé KaBeia A Y YA INI y
hNASY Gl f &ddzodfSiezé AyOfdzRAYI aAYIENRIdzZST RSOSAGZI fruhwhed SWiliBanie shdirgpdrgogeld KS& f A S Y+
6SalGé¢ oMo D aO[ dAKtAY(BEAFNDYI §KE §RF& 0K&&s& aRI KL | aYAaSNIotS LIKe&AIldzS
& Rikciienace, in their crowdedlzy & I y A G NB  ljdz- NISNARZ (2 G(KS KSIHfdK 2F (GKS O2YYdzythdyeé omo O d
GR2 y20 O2YLINB TFIr@2Nlrofteé S@Sy ¢gAGK GKS / KAySaSs | yR fakabvelyshdlpartOfbyia 2t Ay 3 FSI
G201t AYYAINIGA2YE oMo GO
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individualism, these ethnic white races were for all the world like the inferior black,
brown, and yellow races Woodsworth and his contemporaries saeteamight

undermine their national vision.

Woodsworth deeply recognized the need for immigration, in order to build both the
symbolic and material foundation of the natistate. But he desperately wanted
newly-minted citizens to be capable of fulfilifgA & RNXBF Ya F2NJ / FyI RIQ
exhorted policyY  { SNE YR GKS /FYlIRAFY LlzoftA0 (2 :
immigrants, and spent most of the book identifying aratalogingthem. Interestingly,

while he claimed to have written the book foy T2 NY a i KS 2NRAY Il NB [/ |
defined this existing ¥# N2 dzLJ® .dzi 6KFG Aa Of SINE K2gS@€
I FF@2NrofS FTyR NBflIGA@Ste ySg OFGSI2NEOD
decade Canada has risen from the statdsaacolony to that of a nation. A national
consciousness has developedthat is, a nation has been born. A few years ago
Canadiarborn children described themselves as English, Irish, Scotch or Frenday.To

our children boast themselves Canadiansg déime latest arrivals from Austria or Russia

KSfL) 2 a¢gSftf (GKS OK2NMzA>X UY¢KS al LXS [SIFTF
has not been sufficient time to develop a fixed Canadian type, but there is a certain
indefinite something that at oncanites and distinguishes us from all the world besides.

Our hearts all thrill in response to the magical phraséThis Canada of Ours!" We are

Iyl RALFY&éE OmMcOd
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As with the 1903Laurier Does Thingsartoon, it is clear to Woodsworth that Canada
neededCanadians, that these Canadians couldniede and that ethnic whites were

not considered completely irredeemablas material from which to make them
Assimilation to Anglk&Canadian ways could ameliorate some of the harm caused by
centuries of interraciacontact. But the most important consideration was that Canada,

by extension, not be contaminated. As Woodsworth arguédoA 8 G A& SEGN
undesirable that thousands of foreigners of questionable value from a mental, moral

and physical point of view shild be allowed to invade wefloverned and prosperous
communities...expose healthy people to contagious diseases common to the poorest

Of FaasSa 2F 9dzNRPLISTI wlyR8 O2NNHzZIJi (G(KS 062Re@

¢CKS 9dNRLISIY /2f{@WheNehyS FyR GLYTFSNR?2

{2 0G0KS YAINIGA2Yy 2F (KSasS {2dziKSNYy |yR 9l &
could be permitted, buthad to be contained, controlled, and managed with caution.

This concern for appropriate distribution resulted from the fear that ethwigite
AYYAINFryGa YAIKG y23G | aan Y bitwdldinstegdRormd SO2 Y S
Aaz2f SR LIRO1SGa 27 1l éerpredenttpirRocapmtiond thai I NRY S
saturatesStrangers Within our GatesWoodsworth writes with grave seriousness that
GOgB8KSY AYYAINIyda &aSIaINBIAFGS GKSYasStoaSa Ay
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language ceases to be a necessity to them. The most essential elements of their foreign
SYGANRYYSYylG GKSe& KIF@S OoNRdAdAKGI AGK (GKSYE
GFYFRAFYATFGA2Yyé 1 a NBIldzZANBR (2 GdzNYy al f
since Woodsworth believed that certain ethnic groups had inherent tendencies to cling

to their countrymen and Old World ways.

C2NJ Ayaidl yOSz Ay 2 g Rdngatiandiakenalined to beicdnnishh 2 y =
¢tKSe FT2NY Ofdzoa 2F (GKSANI 246y YR asSSy 02
S0 GKSe ¢6SNB 2aGSyairote adzAdSR F2NI / FylRA
race of farmers, [and] easily adap G KSYa St @dSa (2 O2yRAGAZ2Y A
Il OO2NRAY3 (2 222RA62NIKUE NIOAFTtkSIGKYAO (il
on the whole probably more progressive than the majority of the Slavs. Someone has
aFAR GKIFG GKS& IHYyNRS f BAAND yARWIASIINARIZRYAE O mMmc 0
222RA62NIKUE 2LIAYAZ2YIT Gao6SGUSNI SRdzOF 6 SR (K
ambitious, and readily rise above the heavy plodding kinds akwowhich both are at

FANBRGO Sy3dlISRetwMmvalb e MIKaia¥o RANVDS asSSya
flIyROPOPGKSE &a22y YI{1S I K2YS YR 6S02YS LI
GKS 1 dzy3FrNAFya $SNBE aGAyidiSyasSte LI GNR2GAO:
RAALIAAGAZY S @a&aAy 0dke CaKalatheK ho@e [theyPdbehtakiBRa (i 2

ANBIFG AYyUGSNBadG Ay LREAGAOAD Ly G4AYS GKSe@
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Similarly, Woodsworth writes that the Rutheniatigkrainiansy ol {f F GA O LIS2 1
1y26y & aDIFtAOAlIYyaé asSHNBsISYSNAfifAr I KEIR KX
DFftAOAILY A& IfY2adG | GSNXY 2F NBLINERIF OKé OMMm
2F wdziKSyAlya |a @A2tSyd ONR Y Ayidifg & Being oY 6 dzO
R2yS o0& (KS RSa&LI a &iRg td lthe Angding yiationad projeat ioid wS
N} AfNRIFIR O2yaidNHOUA2YS 222R&a¢g2NIK aidlidSR
coming settler, can be found the grimy, stolid Galician, puffing hisjeresent cigarette

and working with a physical endurand®ed of centuries of peasant life and an
indifference to hardships that$sS Y OK I NI O S NX WhaAwds riofe, theseS { f |
YAINIyida 6SNB G fFrad ao0S3aayyiay3a G2 AyidSNy
gKAOK &aK2ga ahi 3 Wastem Eivilizatio & wdrkupod thg mird Bf the

wdzi KSYAFY AYYAIANIyildés WNBGSItE{SRQ o6& GKS a
(113). Woodsworth concluded that there was some hope for the Ruthenians after all,

FYR GKFG @@L NP LIgdidn Reerd theNfiva rdest Ansgftant fciors @ R dz

%

OGNl yaF2N¥Ay3a GKS&aS {fl@a Ayda2 [/ FyFRAIyaé o

27 Woodsworth, James ShaverStrangers within Our Gates; or Coming &ians Introd. Marilyn Barber. Toronto; Buffalo: Wersity of Toronto Press, 1972.
112 2 22 Ra¢62NIKQa RA&Odza aA 2y) skikinglyi gardllelsi diséubsidns bfyCHihedeAntigyation i6 soyne quayainly in terms of the
freighted langua§ 2 F aGAy @l arzyé FyR +Fta2 GKS ARSI GKFd a2YS aF2NBAIyeé Englishy 2NRGe 41 &

speaking workingmen.
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Some ethnic groups were more difficult to define on the taxonomy used by

222RA062NIK YR 20KSNJI NFXOAIlf ylraAz2ylrtAradao
TSdzi2ya y2N) {fl @asx odzi 6Sft2y3 (2 I &SLI NI ¢
Woodsworth managed to slot Lithuanians in somewhere, as he did with all groups, as

gStft Fa G2 02y Of dzZRS G K| dnatured, Det, like IthsidlSavid y R dza § |
YSAIKOo2NRI FFNBE RRAOGSR (2 RNHzy1SYy &aLINBSa:¢
GFFNI OFAGSNY 9dzNRLIS¢ YR AdGa alfyz2aid AySEDG
to hisreadersa 4§ KSNBE I NBE ¥Sg OAQGAf ATl SR ichigoNKnav2 y & 2 F
a2 tAGGESE OMHANLOD 1S 32S8a 2y (2 SELX LAY
battleground between the east and the west; it has been the buffer between Europe,

FYR 1aAl gAGK Ala 6Saldsl NR &a6SSLIA Yeihg K2 NRS:

GFF N FNRY ONBRAOESZ¢ KS SELXIFAya GKIG GKS
NBEFdzzaS 62N] =X FYyR LINBFSNI G2 &adGFNIBS NI GKSNJ
Gy GdzNF £ £ @ &adzaLIAOA2dzaé |yR | NHdzSa GKIFG adl
Endish language has added to the difficulties. They are a simple, sluggish people, who

have been oppressed and dovitodden for ages; therefore, it can scarcely be expected

that they can land in this country, and at once fall in with our peculiar ways, and

dzy RSNRUGFYR 2NJ I LILINBOALFGS 2dzNJ AyvalAddziazyasé

G4538ANI 668 wlOS&¢ YR /FYFIRAFYTFGAZY



By contrast to these lesser ethnicities, other groups were deemed unambiguously
"desirable as new Canadians, such asSkandinavians Swedish and Norwegian men

werS G o0A3I 0 Nioddéreds fanbaMdel Igignts; the women, pretty, healthy,

clear featured and rospKSS{1{ SR> ¢A0GK 3INBIG Yl aasSa 27F 3
thoughtful, sober, determined, the Swedes are astonishingly like the Scotch'. This was

the compliment paid to the Swedish settlers of the Canadian West..."in their purity of

life, and in their general temperament, they are for all the world like the sons of the

KSI i KSNWp L KIS y2 KSaAdGlraAz2y Aytngande Ay 3 0
unnamed superintendent of the Baptist Missions). Similarly, the Finnish people, though
GoONBFOAIFfte (GKS& IINB Y2NB O2yySOGSR gAGK
AYTtdzZSYOSR o0& GKS {OFyRAYIlI @Al yas I2yR S&2 KI

6TnoO® LOStIIYRSNAE 6SNB Ifada2 awaB20SNE AYR

And part of what made settlers desirable was their ability to assimilate. In
222RA62NIKUE SadAYlIGA2Yy I latekvth theQdngleRaxkofl DA | Y 2
peoples and readily intermarry...quickly learn English, and intermingle with the families

2F [/ FYFRAFY FENXSNRE O6TCcOO L yf foknmimBdodiak 2 y G 2
and political clubs wherever their numbers permithe Scandinavians are also

Gy FGddzNF €@ | NBfAdARFdzA KBS 2 SE Y I LININD i S@ K f fy &

Y2NBZ (KS& IINB GOSNE FYoAGA2dzAZ I NB | YEA2c
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adapt themselves to Canadian ways (77). Thus, theydehd ¢ 6 S| f 6 K& |y R | &
F I NJ S N&jést tihetsorh) of immigrants the Dominion needed. Woodsworth
concluded his section on this group by insistingo G 6 F { Sy It €t Ay €t 0
immigrants as certain of making their way in the CanadiarstWAccustomed to the

rigors of a northern climate, cledslooded, thrifty, ambitious and hardiorking, they

will be certain of their success in this pioneer country, where the strong, not the weak

FNE g1y GSR¢

Color Line&cross=urope and the Globe

But despite the position of some ethnic groups lower on a hierarchy of desirable
European immigrants, what is striking is that they #nere at all, and that they are

deemed bothcapableandworthy2 ¥ OA GAT SY&aKALE &/ FyFRAIFYATI
the imagined community. In this regard, the European color line was infinitely more
permeable than the global color line. For Woodsworth saw alhmbites as hopelessly
inassimilable. Let us not forget that the dividing line he drew across Eurofably

separated Europe from Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. The elasticity of the European

28 Woodsworth, James ShaverStrangers within Our Gates; or Coming Canadiamtsod. Marilyn Barbr. Toronto; Buffalo: Uwersity of Toronto Press, 1972.
77.LG A& AYLERNIIYyG G2 y2d0S GKFGZ I O02NRAYy3 (2 al NAf &y . cillid®iNd2groups/(.NRB S 2 22 R& 4
These sections written by another autid Y RS a2Y$S 2F (GKS Y2aid SEF3I3IASNIGSR FyR SEGNBYS OflAvya o2
also makes the valid point that Woodsworth took credit for authorship of the book, and so apparently saw fit to circulgi®mate these ideasd his

reader as his own.
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color line owed in large part to the increasing solidification and rigidity of the global
color line. Part of how more questionable white ethnicities crossed thealimtdbecome
GoKAGSE o1& o0& KIFENRSYyAy3a (KS O2ft2N) fAyS 7

inclusion of ethnic whites was based on the exclusion of the unambiguousiwhioe.

222RA62NIKQa YR [dziQa GNBI (ASh®adossse LI G 2
political cartoon fromLaurier Does Thingsvhich attempted to counter the notion of
politicians as inactive and ineffectualaurier actuallydid thingst by boasting of his

prowess at attracting European immigrants to settle Western Can&iaultaneously,

the image whitens the migrants. Laurier would not boast of attracting this population if

it was not deemed desirable Similarly, in Woodsari K Q& G NI} OG> NI OAL f
xenophobia directed against black, brown, and yellow peopleake® the various

shades of ethnic whites more acceptable and palatate all their shortcomings, at

least they were still better than darkeskinned people and helps foment a more

inclusive white Canadian identity and belonging.

It was not only ethnic Wite migrants that racial nationalist discourse helped to whiten.

It was also the poor. Andre Siegfried arguedire Race Question in Canada907)

that 9y It AAK / I y I RAY /SRy a0l TNANRRS RT SNAJ2cdzNJ 2 F  y I (A
YR KI R flagdtdeiUni@nyd&k, which symbolizes to them the love and unity of

the British Empire, and if they cherish a special love for Canada herself, there is in this
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Y20KAYy3 G2 RSGNFOG FTNRY UGKSANI t2elrfde G2

times Britain's own imperial interestsnotably the alliance with Japan, and British

colonial rule in India butted up against those of racial nationalists, who resented being
told whom they could include or exclude from the imagined community they were
building. AngleCanadian nationalists' sometimes ambivalent relationship to the Empire

extended not only to its policies, but also to its subjects themselves.

British Immigrants and Class

In racial nationalist discourse, British migrants embodied the best angtwal the
Empire. As Janice Cavell argues, during the natidzA f R A ¢nibivaemNIfealings
[existed] among Angl€anadian politicians, journalists and the general public. The
eagerness to see increased British immigration to Canada was paradokicalery

strongly tinged with hostility towards the migrants themselves and British society in

(o)

I3SYySNIfté¢ o6onpl0® I @StftQa adalriasSyYSyid LISNFS

the subject. In his section on British immigration, he wrate 6 8 S yeSoSdrr Y 2

own blood to assist us to maintain in Canada our British traditions and to mould the

AYyO2YAY3 |INX¥ASE 2F F2NBAIAYSNER Ayildz f2elf

complainedd K & G w28y YlFye 6SadSNYy 7T N¥dbsaessOSNI I A

OKFG 6KSYy KSfLI Aa yYySSRSR Uy2 9y3aftAaKYly yS§

AL NASES awlr8 JI22R /Iyl RALY OFy 384G oKL
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Country...The supply of labor is not what it should be because nearly all Emgtisire
AGAYSNYydGaT GKSe glyd G2 0SS 2y (GKS Y2@S:

Agriculture bulletin).

LY KA& RA&OdzaaA 2y I ofteh TAUBERPdA/SIRY | IRAF ¥ A& G I dNdza
ineffectual British migrants. Apparently, thelood that carried ¥ dzy § SR & . N&R i .
GNIRAGA2Yy&a¢ RAR y20 NHzy GKNRdAK (KS @SAiya
SGKYAOFrfte& IyR Odzf GdzNI tf &8 RSAANI ddsDE GG KS
AYYAIANIYy(ila 6K2 KIS cODYSH 20 2A3 Dofaahtddbre > . NJF
the ideal settlers to strengthen the state and instill appropriate Argémadian values

Ay GKS altASy NI OSa¢ 2F SOGKyiA®2gRoth&a I NN
AngloCanadian values nationalists wanted to instill in ethnic rewers were not only

cemented in ideologies about race but also about class, whiike raca was seen as

being tied to character and morality. The poor were viewed with suspicion and
condescension, as troublesome and shiftless, a burden to the state, rrétiae an

asset, and thus of dubious benefit.

l'a LI NI 2F | a0OKSYS G2 LIS2LXS GKS 9YLIANS
were created to assist working class migrants to move to British colonies, where they
could learn to farm or take up a tradend begin a new life in the New World. But

clearly, their reception was often far from welcoming. As Janice Cavell goes on to
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SELX FAYS awl8aaraidSR AYYAINIyida 6SNB 2FGS,
WRNBEIAQ 2F GKS Y2 (skdhddoreCanAdiaNEsspectddNiie Brifish & f dzY
32OSNYYSYyld 2F WRdzYLIAY3IQ (GKAA KdzYly NBTFdza$S

LINRPO6fSY YAIKG 0SS ttSOALFGSR i G&S SELSyas

Woodsworth certainly promoted this perspecivz  O2 YLI F AYyAy3 2F (GKE
dzy RS&AN)} 6t Sa o0& FTNASYRa FyR 20KSNARZXZ I ARSR
GKFG . NARGAAK OKIFINARGASAE aKIFI@S |aaraidsSR GK2c
distress in the cities of the Old Land thaetluthorities themselves have spent large

sums in sending the poor to Canada. This is much the easiest and cheapest way to get

ride of them, and, from the OIld Country standpoint, doubtless highly to be
O2YYSYRSRUOE O6mMTNO® 2 2 2 Rrals® Wantéd hiarghRrkirgy),i K S NJ |
morally upstanding farnfolk, who could generate wealth, settle the land, and create
communities, and resented what they saw as the offloading of inferior British
immigrants onto Canadians, further complicating their alreadyllehging task of

nation-building

In his critique, Woodsworth indignantly relates an anecdote about blatant British
disregard for the welfare of Canada's burgeoning body polii@ NX» . NHzOS 2 | f
Immigration Commissioner, tells a story of an English sti@ge who was reprimanding

a youthful criminal. "You have broken your mother's heart, you have brought down your
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father's gray hairs in sorrow to the grave. You are a disgrace to your country. Why
R2y4dd @&2dz 32 G2 /I yI Rl Kéan radadnationalisthviastddt S a &
Y20KAY3a (G2 R2 gA0K (KS de2dziKFdzZ ONARYAYLlf &
circulation of such anecdotes inflamed nationalist antipathyaeod the mother country,

further heightening the atmosphere of defensivenessd virulent xenophobia that

saturated discussions of immigration policy in the era.

Woodswath did not invent theseperspectives they were also prominent in the

national press. A March 5, 198®ntreal Daily Staarticle also cites Bruce Walker as an

authority on British offloading of the poor and shiftless. The article boasts the
inflammatory headline "UNDESIRABLESRE SENT TOANADA". Bruce Walker's
perspective is summarized in the subheadifijlr. Walker Denounces Methods of
Charitable Bodies".The article recounts'Mr. Walker says the work of these societies

has always given him the gravest anxiety", concerning the fact that "frankly in his
judgment, the classes which these organizations sent to Canada are for the most part

not desirable citiens'. The newspaper article cites Ottawa, stating that the Department

2F UKS LYOGSNA2N) KlIa 2dzad Lzt AaKSR | NBLRI

O2YyRSYY I GA2yé 2F az2YS 2F [2yR2yQa OKIFNRGIF O

[ 2YLX SGSteé& Ay adSlbapddh 6 KA RRR2RA 62 NKK2F &KA &

2dzRIYSyYy (£ 3 ( Ki& anbthel Hold hedding SOONICRIMIKATION USED",
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followed by the smaller subheadinfimmigration to Canada is Not a Solution of the

London Unemployed Problem"So n his analysis, Woodo#th engaging withwidely-

read and cited reports that many other literate Canadians were already familiar with.
Admittedly, he did little to diminis existing fears, but he did not createem either.

While most ethnicities had to b€anadianizedBritih migrants could preserve Canada's

cultural inheritance as long as they could manage to hold down a job, avoid drink, and
adlre 2y GKS NARIKG aARS 2F (GKS 1l 6o 2 22Ra
sons' and remittance men, and ne‘do-wells, who ae shipped to Canada to ‘'learn

farming'¢ or because they can live here more cheaply that they may reforng or in

plain English, to be got rid of. Useless at home, they are worse than useless here. The

arftz22y 3AFLAya yvYzad tHDNBSte o6& GKSANI LINBaSyoO

Ironically, or perhaps simply with an ambivalence that characterized Canadian racial
nationalists' view of the Empire in general, Woodsworth actually attributes the
AK2NI O2YAy3da 2F (KS aOdzZfa FNRY 9y3afAriakKk 7
culture. In his estimation, the Scotch, Irish, and Welsh have done well in Canada, while
GOGBKS INBFGSNI ydzYoSNI 2F Fl AfdzNBa KIF @S 0S¢
FILAEAZNE 2y | ayl A2yt OKF NF OO SNAcdagkiolD g KA O
FRFELIGFoATAGREE OncoOd CKA&a aflF O]l 2F FRFLIGLFDOG

2y308 LINAYOALX S&3 2N Ly AylFoAfAadGe G2 YIS
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environmentsd a6 2YS2y S KlFa al AR (K Idiy asSimike o y 3t A a

allthe Englisi LIS+ 1Ay 3 yIGA2y I fAGASAUE dncod

In a context of natiofbuilding, where assimilation was paramount, this was is a
damning critique of British migrantsand in some ways a perplexing angiven that

the values that variethewcomers were expected to assimilate to wéstishCanadian
values. However, Woodsworth's condemnation of the coming migrants, and England's
decision to send them, is complicated and layered. For it is bound up with larger moral
panics of the late nieteenth and early twentieth century. If anything, these deep
seated anxieties took on even greater significance in a historical context of nation
building. Woodsworth's critiques are saturated by Victorian and Progressive era panics
about class, urbanf&, and morality. And according to Woodsworth, and Canadian
other social reformers and American progressives, immigration both caused and

exacerbated existing social woes.

Fears of Cities and Urban Vice

By contrast, an 1846 image frofunch(London) "emigration a remedy" shows that the
British had long believed that emigration could relieve the desperation caused by
unemployment and crowding in urban centerbut in a way that was beneficial timth
settlers and colonies (Fifj.11). Above the heaglid & KLSnddh¥the image shows a
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family homeless and destitute in the streets. This is contrasted to an image of a
contented, weHnourished family thriving "there”overseas in one of Britain's colonies.

In the image showing the family in urban Egl, signs behind warn of the dangers that
threaten to destroy both them and the fabric of societ ¢ AUTION All Vagrants", and
"LECTURE socialism". This depiction implies that the crisis of urban poverty will create
socialists intent on overthrowing thestablished order, and wreaking havoc on British
society and class structure. The image also implicitly contrasts the unhealthiness and
disease of the citiaswith a backdrop littered with factories, smog, and smoke stack
gAGK (KS b LldzNJruiaklife whefe sun t&anis in,Yaidf pRipihams hang
from the rafters of the family's farmhouse, surrounded by trees and fresh country air.

28 +ftaz2 aSS I aK20Stsx advYo2f AT Ay3d Ay RdzadNE

In England, as in North America, discogrsdout migration and class were part of a
larger concern about thé R y 3 S NB &S 8 NI YReé&tsyoHcitiesBdrutban life®
One reasonwhy Woodworth deems these poor British immigrants inassimilable,
unadaptable, failures is because they are frtma cityt a zone thought to be teeming

with vice, temptation, and other corrupting influenaesn stark contrast to the safe,

29 For more about fears of urban vice and sexual danger inipaststrial revolution Egland and North America, see

Duggan, Lis&apphic SlasherSex, Violence, and American Modernidyirham, NCDuke University Press, 2000.

Valverde, Mariana. The Age of Light, Soap, and Wateral Reform in English Canada, 18825, The Canadian Social History Series. Tordmt€lelland &
Stewart, 1991.

Walkowitz, Judith R. City of Dreadful Delidiarratives of Sexual Danger in L-atietorian London. Chicagt/niversity of Chicago Press, 1992.

—. Prostitution and Victorian Societytomen, Class, and the Stat@ambridge; New Yar&ambridge University Press, 1980.
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quiet, moral, life of the idyllicountryside As he reports with dismay, in his discussion

of opportunities for farm laborers,sofn . NAGA &K AYYAINIydGa al NB
AAYyO0S dwYélye 2F (GKS htR /2dzyGNEB YSy I O dz
GKSe8 02YS G2 /IFYylIRIFI aéeAdK2dzi lye (ygeftSRIAS
R2ydid &SSY @2 Uudotingdn Ootario BoSrd diJcficulturé reyol). Hut

of course the presumed lack of adaptability of these British working class migrants had

little to do with their aptitude or work ethic, and far more to do with the fact of their

being abruptly transplamd from London and other urban centers into rural farming
communities and expected to effortlessly adopt an entirely different way of life. Clearly,

integration was not always so seamless and successful as presented in the optimistic

Mync GaSYABOM GA2yE OF NJ

Woodsworth blamed a lack of integration on the motherland's selfish and shortsighted
aStift SN aSt SOGA2Y>S aleéeAy3a GKIG al/lylrREFE KI
should be resourceful and enterprising. England has sent us largely the faifuthes
OAGASaE oOncuvd Ly 2 2NRag 2 NIsétlrais nétAssinplypa 0 KS 1
guestion of training. Instead, in the Victorian and Progressive era racial nationalist
imagination, this question of success or failure took on a strong mdiraension.

Ostensibly, theinherent and inevitable shortcomings of the poor were only further

exacerbated by the depravity of city life. In the Victorian English and Progressive

American imaginations, cities were fearful places, rife with poverty andlsr, filth,
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and chaos. These physical threats to the Victorian Era obsession with purity, cleanliness,
and order, were matched by equal measures of spiritual and existential threat. In
contrast to tranquil and wholesompastorallife, cities were thoght to be places of

vice, disorder, and dangerous social mixing.

For social classes were thought to be as stratified as ethnicities. As he had done for
these other categories, Woodswortised ataxonomy of the poardividing the working
classitselfil 2 a Of | 4aSa ¢ LYy KAa RSOGFAfTSR Fylfea
a social scientific lens on the various working classes, citing in depth a study of London's
LI22NE AY 6KAOK dGoOYBXKSTAIRRZ OH | §)ABEHRASEA R § RI
prevailing Social Darwinist and eugenicist paradigm that dominated psstidoce in

this era, as with race and ethnicity, class has moral dimensions as well as economic and
social ones. Lacking a structural model for understanding inequality, the e

blamed for their poverty and other shortcomings, just as were ethnic whites and non

whites. And as with ethnic whites, impoverished ityellers were often vested with

~

the sort of negative traits attributed toneg KA G S LJS2 LJX S &adzOK | a aa
C2NJ AyaidlyoOSs (KS f2¢Saild aaNrdar 2% GKS L2
can be said only by courtesy to belong to the ‘working classBseir life is the life of
savages, with vicissitudes of extreme hardship and occasional excessestoddhesrof

the coarsest description and their only luxury is drink...They render no useful service;
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GKSe ONBIGS y2 46SITGKT Y2NB 2Fd0Sy (GKS@é& RS:
GOGKAO]TSNI AGNY Gdzyée 2F GaKATOE Samenand M@rQ Sy R?2
families. Most of them are incapable of regular, effective work...Most of the wreckage
of city life is deposited in this stratum, which presents the problem of poverty in its most
LISNLI SEAY3 YR RINJSa&ald T2RMAEAEE olgnadNI T2 NIRS KF:
curse of their life is not so much low wages as irregularity of employment, and the moral

YR LIKe&aAOlt RSANIYRIFIGAZ2Y Ol dzaSR GKSNBoeé¢ o

But even as he decried the wretchedness of the urban poor, Woodworth also
understood the foces of urbanization as part of a larger global historical shifA y

Europe, Asia and Africa we find that a redistribution of population is taking place, a
Y2OBSYSYy(d FTNRBY O2dzyGNEB G2 OAGeod LG Aa | g2
0KF G d&vdeamadnedthat it would prove temporary; that this flowing tide would

soon ebb. But its causes are permanent....[tlhe sudden expansion of the city marks a
LINE F2dzy R OKIFy3S Ay OAGBAfATFGA2YE OHMHULO® {
forces, ad understood their causes and consequences. But again, his chief concern was

that Canadanot be tainted in the process. Racial nationalists envisioned Canada as the
antithesis of the urban slums, as a crisp, pure, wholesome northern land. They did not
glyld a9y3aftlryRU& LIR2N GNryaLi FyiSR G2 [yl F

New World opportunities and Canadianlture head-on.
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If other settlers were better able to do this, they were the desirable immigrants Canada
sought. Accordingto Woodswdi K> y 20 2yfé& 6SNB (GKS L}22NJ |
FNNAGIFfa FNRBY 9y3IflryReé omydd Y2NB tA1Ste G
workt i KS& gSNB Ffaz2 Y2NB tA1Ste G2 o6S aAyal
Canada. As he explainshis discussion of asylums and deportation, of those admitted

G2 ¢2NRyG2 !aefdzyz afSaa GKIFy KIFIfF 6SNB /
GNBOSYl FINNAGIfazr ¢gK2 akKz2dZ R KIFI @3S 06SSy RSL
(190). Accordingtoexigid g GUKS YlFI22NRGEe 2F (K
Ffft26SR (G2 SYGSNI/FYyFRIFZE YR a2YS 6SNB R
AKALIWISR 6101 G2 9y3aflyRI dwz26sAy3d G2 (§SOKy
methods to prevent the dumpid 2F dzy RS&aANI of Saé¢ ompnoz 2
GOKSNBE ¢l a  AGNRy3 adzaLIAOA2Y (KIG YlIyeé g¢
to be got rid of. An analysis showed that entire families of degenerates were included

among arrivals, and that weakys of all objectionable types were represented, as well

Fad YlIye gAGK ONRARYAYlf NBO2NRaé¢ omMpnoLd

Eugenicist Ideas and Racial Nationalism

¢CKAA fFy3dzr3S 2F aoSIH{fAy3azé GRSISYSNI (Sa
eugenicist language prewait in this age, which tied race, ethnicity, class, and gender to
pseudoscientific and 6 A 2 { @a3sifiatiohscohumanity. Within the circular logic of
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eugenicist and Social Darwinist discourse, marginalized populations were blamed for
their margindity, which were attributed more to personal shortcomings thaio the
entrenched structural inequality caused by historical legacies of colonialism, slavery,
feudalism, and unbridled industrializatieera capitalisni® Ostensibly, the poor and
nonwhite were already inherently prone to vice,pedispositionwhich their low social
position and constant exposure to other doomed and debasepulationsserved only

to exacerbate. As with their own sodwlogical inferiority, which made them more
likely to siccumb tod g y i 2y é , thisS BdlogyA & Nébasement and moral
bankruptcy would make their children even less able to succeed, especially when
combined with a lack of moral guidance, as the result of being raised by immoral and

inferior parents.

{2 eblFYSAyRSRySaase AyvalyAdes aidBaitp &ebedzA G & 3
ostensibly more naturally rampant among the poor. This propensity to commit crime

owed not only to pressing economic necessity, but also to inherent moral inferiority and

30 Like other Social Darwinists and eugenicists, Woodsworth was preiectwith disease, contagion, ability, and aptitude, as indicated in his table ch304
Fo2dzi AYYAINIyiEa aRSGFIAYSR G LENIa 2F SyiNeog t K 833 AdOK: dzy GoY!HLd I SAéy (6aSLIMEy S £15dBR
anddund = ¢ &fl YSZé aaSyafaride FyR RSoAfAGE@zZ¢ @2fR | 38S2¢ aSOT IFISHAYIRSRIELIRZ 2 NJ LK
GAYyalySzé aKEAaUSNAIZE aySNW2dzda RA&ASIH&SZé yR aYSEt YOK@tAL STl R 6682Y§ 2N Lidz
£§0FR OKINIOGSNE:Y GRSISYSNI (S=6). OsteiNiB vick Wwaizbi@api€ally thafdwired tbiadaandfrestal Rakeup o ¢ n
working classesa natural state whichdebased urban living seed only to amplify. The nature of white working classes supposed biological inheritance was
complex. It was at once, the legacy of Western civilization and greatness, meaning a capacitygfmresetince and the ability to take on the white man's
burden over black brown and yellow peoptebut also an inherent inability to rise to the greatness of this legacy. The latter part of this formula was used to
argue that the poor were best fitted for the very forms of serfdom or indentured servitude thatleetmined and maintained their subordinate condition
in the first place. Stories like that of Commissioner Watchor8uincess Magazirferther stigmatized the poor for their poverty by suggesting that their

position was the result of their own lack ioftiative.
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lack of irstruction in appropriate social conducfl.S. Woodsworthelated a description

by Mr. Bogue Smart, Chief Inspector of British Immigrant Children and Receiving Homes

AY JFYIFTRIETES 2F [A@GSNLR2fUa dzNBlFYy AGLINRPOSAa&aA?2
50 percent of whom were bright, healthy and aleaind good types for immigration

from a Canadian point of vigw 6 p n = h&)Y HifvevérA \eloodsworth goes on to

coldly remarkd w8 S @Sy idzaNE (2 RAaAaSyd FTNRY aN

from such surroundings with inherited tendencies to evil are a very doubtful acquisition

G2 /FyFRFEE OopnO@

In his discussion of poor youth, Woodsworth statéso g 8 S d& YLI G KAT S 6A
people, but we are glad that the Canadian Government is taking stepsevent the
URdzYLIAY3IAU 2F GKS&aS dzyF2NlidzylidSa Ayid2 /FylR
wanted to oversee the development of their country resented what they suspected

British presumption that, for a vast, fflung, and largely uninhabiteland like Canada,

any settlers would d3* Some might have thought that all Canada needed was warm
bodies, (warmwhite bodies, that is). But racial nationalists wantglle, healthy, pure

bodies. In a clever reversal of the notion that Canada waggal foiarren wasteland,

Canada's newness, expansiveness, and its northess, made it a land of purity and

31 222RAa¢2NIK YR 20KSNI N OAFE ylrdAazyltAaata Ldzi /FyFrRI JFARRIGCANBEYE FYOOISYBRSMB
more, see

Berger, Carl. The Sense of Pov&tudies in the Ideas of Canadian Imperia)iaé8671914. TorontoUniversity of Toronto Press, 1971.
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promise. A<arlBerger explains in his study of English Canadian nationalism in this era
a wlerythy catalogue of desirable national attributessudéting from the climate was
compiled. No weather was so conducive to maintaining health and stimulating

NR o dza $°y S&a¢

Racial nationalists wanted to make sure that the Canadian character remained pure and
virtuous, and was not tainted by the rejects bktOld World. Woodsworth empathized

with the plight of assisted immigrants, and the crushing inequality and deprivation
SYRdzZNBER o0& (KS LR2NBail Rg¢St t&pedple deberibedi KS & €
by the Archbishop of Canterbury as 'a sufferipgpulation which can hardly exist,

hanging on the sharp edge of illness and hunger, and in full sight of abundance, luxury
FYR gl adSué¢ ondcdovod 2 KAES KS NBO23IyAl SR GK:!
England's urban slums, it seems he also larfpdtythat it was England's problem to deal
GAOGKEZ YR (Kdza>X AYLISNAIFE 2FFE2FRAYy3I 2F . NR
not an appropriate solution to hunger and overcrowding in the metropole. A

nationalist, Woodsworth always put Canada'sronationbuilding project first. These

32(Berger, 1971129)

For more on connotations of the north and moral purity, see

Clarke, George Elliott. "White Like Canadaansition no. 73 (1997)98-109.

Francis, DanieNational DreamsMyth, Memory, and Canadian HistolyancouverArsenal Pulp Press, 1997.

Porter, John. The Vertical Mosaic; an Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada, Studies in the Structur®etiBiowilaking in Canada, No. 2. Toronto

University of TorontdPress, 1965. 62.
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groups should not be allowed to migrate to Canada in unrestricted numbegsS Y dza
express the fear that any large immigration of this class must lead to degeneration of

2dzNJ / Y RALFY LIS2LX S¢ opno0o®

Whiteness andite Permeability of the Class Line

Yet despite all of 2 2 R& ¢ 2 NI K Q & poOrZEyigiss Mihigran®, Sasldvith ethnic
gKAGSaT KS RAR y2i0 O2yaARSNI (KA&a aOfl aag¢
not want the largescale, unregulated migrationfoBritish paupers. Yet he also
NBO23ayAl SR GKIFG a2yY$8S LIS2LX ST SaLISOAlLtte
poor, were simply disadvantaged and would flourish when given the opportunity. For
Canada was also part of the New World, and racial natists imagined it as a

blameless land of opportunity, where people could improve their lot in life if they
g2N] SR KINR® CKAA oFa LINLG 2F /Iyl RIQa
settlement of the west, and it was on such grounds that natiord@listd 8 2 f R¢ (G KS A
['FyFRE G2 LRGSYGAFf YAINIyGa 2y GKS WNR Ik
Woodsworth welcomed only the best and brightest, believing that only select
populations were capable of meaningful growth and change. Yet he wasiedgby

ambivalent about British paupers, and especially about youth.
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At times, it appears that he thought the poor and otherwise disadvantaged hopelessly
doomed by their circumstances, particularly since he suspected thatrtheglyt already

possess inh@nt tendencies towards immorality. In an ambivalent mix of empathy and

coldK S NISRySaaz 222Ra¢g2NLIK aLlSria 2F a2NBI
OKAf RNBY{ GRFy ! ¥ MK 2Ay ¢ YA INI (-5 AVetiitds akd y I R
clear throughouthis book that he thinks that some enterprising migrants, especially
children, are particularly adaptable and capable of assimilation, salvation, and ultimately
Canadianization. He reproduces for his readers several images of starving British pauper
children, including a beforanck F G SNJ LA QG dzNB 2F 2yS Go2eé gK2
and managed to ascend from rags to middle class status and respectability. Although he

is often harsh and condemning in his discussion of juvenile immigrants, Woodsworth

ad y2sf SRISR GKIFG GOKFy3aS Aa 3IASySNrfte 3322

- X A A X A~ ,

4dzO0SSRSR¢3s YR (KIFIGxX 2F O2dzNEST agS ¢g2dz R

Ultimately,2 2 2 RA g 2MIBMOd f LI2aAldA2Yy 2y @ghnhprkyda K AYY
are those axious to better their condition or give their children a better chance, and so

seek the advantages of a new country. These are quickly absorbed into Canadian
society; they form no separate class. Their children are as Canadian as our fathers were
Engli€k € 0O n gwhite migrar@syby contrast regardless of culture, social strata, skill

set, level of education, or what have yowvere always identifiable as w@Ganadian

G20KSNE:¢ Ay GKA& SNI o ¢tKSe& O2dxA R YySO@OSNI 0
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white. As Richard Dyer argyelse ultimate position of power in a society that controls
people in part through their visibility is that of invisibilityt'997:44). The ethnicity line
became more elastic as the color line became more solidified. Thal exclusionof
black, brown, and yellow peopldelped to makehe various shades of white ethnicity

and class morealatable and tdoment a more inclusive white Canadian identity

90SY SOUKYAO FYyR g2NJAy3a Oflaa gRARSIAY O dzf R
contrast, Woodsworth arguedd @i 8 KS hNASy Gl fa OlFyysha o6S | .
G1 AYRdz t NPOof SYE OmMyyuI 222Rag2NIK 02y Of dzR:
adzo2SoOitaz tA1S /FTYFIRAFIYaYS awKe2gSadpawd SadAy
2F LX I OS Ay [ FYylFRIFéE 6my de dated thak as/lokghag Bia S &/ ¢
YAINr A2y KFIR 0SSy fAYAGSR (42 dal F¥S¢g 2RR /
do work distasteful to a white man, no particular objections were raised6 .mAs Jfiob

WE LI ySaS YAINIyGaz aiKS fAGGES OoNRgYy YSyé

YR & O2 ¥ndiSudcBssfully, taog A G K G KS gKAGS YlIyés 222R

A

that an exclusion law had limited their numbers to six hundred per yie&, & LINS @Sy (i

AydzyRFGA2Y a4dzOK a4 GKNBFGSYSR . NAGAAK / 2¢ dz

Similarly, Woodsworth writes thatd 0y 8 SA G KSNJ 6§ KS yS3aINRB y2N K
and yet they are so entirely different from the ordinary white populatibiat some

YSyidAazy 2F GKSY Aad ySOSH&FINE AT 68 ¢2df R d
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OM@pnu @ h¥ bl 0A@S LIS2 LI Sdapis vergmuzhLddayeSié@thed K I G
OAGAEAT SR 6KAGS YIy (KIFy G2 HiinanyidiCahadg | yOS
gK2 TNB a3aINRaate LI3ALYy a 6SNB (dvlizedNd | yOS
2yte (2 0S RSOl dZOKSRé¢ oOmdpn0 0@l dBMNE @ MiphS
Black Canadians he deems incapable of citizenship, as the oésahturies of slavery,

FyR adldSa dGdKIFIG aé¢S YILe 0SS OGKFy{FdzZ GKIG ¢
So the dividing lines of class and ethnicity were still far more permeable than the global

color line, segregating migrants on the basis of skior. Even as he endlessly

dissectedthe category ot g K A (i ®1yti$eddsis of class and ethnicity, it is clear that

for Woodsworth, this quality was a prerequisite for being truly Canadian.

Conclusion

This chapter has explored how identifying som@pelf S FgaK AGIYSZYS GA Yl aaAy
Fy R Jaldfyt RAFYéE KSELIBR NIOAFE yIdGAzyttAaGa o
OFi1S32NBS FYR FGGFrOK AG G2 a/Asywe lavelseey,Saaé X

S

P

LIAGS O2ydAydz tt ey REBFSINKANFEF iRl 1ad & 3/ &3 |

QX

defined exactly who or what this was. He wrase though his readers were already
supposed to know what being Canadian maaat if simply apprehending some
universal, commonsense definition of identity and belongingnd in fact, maybe

readers did understand identity and insider status in this way. For Woodsworth's
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description suggests that he conceived of Canadianness as the spontaneous coalescing
of some natural zeitgeist, some undirected and ephemeral will toonabod. But of
course, national identity and belonging was not the outcome of some organic process.
In reality, it was the work and ideas of Woodsworth and other racial nationalists, such as
Lautand the cartoonists who created the images discussedis ¢chapter that helped

to create these categories, and the sense of belonging that went with thehhese
categories were never simple or transparent. Rather, they vedusive and slippery,

and defied definition.

Yet paradoxically, these same indefble categories were presumed to somehow

already beunderstoo®& G f SF ad o0& & idetindréarkérdvefd uRdel y a @
formation and constantly shiftirgexpanding and contracting to best fit the rigors of
nation-buildingr defined, if at all, maily through circular logic Canadians are
I'FYylFRAIFYyas 2F O2dz2NASO® l'YR &2 AaGNHzS¢ /I YyIR
and recognized themselves as such. While they spoke as though these categories pre
existed, in actuality, it was the debates adidcussions that nationalists participated in,

the ideas they disseminated, that helped shape these categories. In a very real sense,
222RA062NIK RARYQU ySSR (2 RS TceftSthem./ It y I RA |
aG A Y FSNA 2 NEbecorfeRandslianthére wiab ¢kearly nothing inherent, organic, or

spontaneous about Canadianness, or any national identity, for that matter. Rather,
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Woodsworth and his contemporaries were bgihart and product of.

Woodsworth seems to engage more with his American counterparts than with his
British colonial contemporarie¥ Possibly, this was because of Canada's contiguity with
the United Stats, and the particular set of anxieties this credtéor Canadian racial
nationalists. Canada's place as a white settler colony that was simultaneously part of
the British Empire antllorth Americgposed great challenges for the project of national
identity formation. The northern nation's dual situati@s at once imperial and North
American, and located alongside a defector from the Emipgave rise to competing
desires and priorities, and was a source of continual tension, friction, and debate, over
the course the natiotbuilding era. As | have outlideabove, Canadian racial
nationalists had an ambivalent relationship to the mother country. The emerging state's
Britishness was at once a source of pride and frustration. Racial nationalists cited
Canada's predominantly British ancestry as irrefutabsteopof the nation's unassailable
whiteness. Racial nationalists claimed British roots as evidence that they deserved a
seat at the table of global governance, with other white men's countries across the
globe, even as they critiqued Britain for limititigeir ability to control membership in

their imagined community.

33For more on this idea, se€hompson, John H. "American Muckrakers and Western Canadian ReférenJournal of Popular Cultukg no. 4 (1971): 10600.
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WHITE IMMICGRATION ORIENTAL EXCLUSION

AT

THE SAME ACT WHICH EXCLUDES ORIENTALS SHOULD OPEN WIDE
THE PORTALS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA TO WHITE IMMIGRATION.

Figure 11

1907,Vancouver Saturday Sunset
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LOOKING AHEAD
What it may come to if the oriental invasion is not stopped.

Figure 13

1908,Montreal Daily StaandVancouver Daily Post
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Figurel4

August 3, 1907B.C. Saturday Sunset
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June 15, 1907B.C. Saturday Sunset
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1921,Second International Eugenics Conferdomgo
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Figure 18

1903,Laurier Does Things
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1909,Canada WesfThe Last Best We@tlational Archives of Canada30620)
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1904,Laurier Does ThindPAC C17193)
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1846,Punch(London)
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CHAPTERQolonial ContestNational Exceptionalism(s) and
Alternative Articulations of Whiteness and Masculinity

The late nineteenth and early twentieth century saw not only the global articulation of a
sense of whiteness and entitlement, butsal the rise of nationalisms and new
imperialisms. This was an age of global migrations, an age of empire, and an age of
nation-building. Natiorbuilders spearheaded projects of national identity construction

that took place simultaneously across the Neworld and British Empire, and
articulated their states' legitimacy on the basis of their whiteness. Yet these same
GsKAGS YSyda O2dzyiNAS&aé¢ ogSNBE faz Ay O2 YL
labor, and resources, invariably at the expense of thé\WoRlHrigest &nd weakest of

LJS 2 LJ Srhig chapter explores how competing national exceptionalisms and
definitions of white supremacy emerged within the broader context of transnational
AngloSaxon exceptionalism in this era. Specifically, | discugie-North America, and

explore how Canada and the United States articulated competing definitions of white
masculinity, citizenship, and civilization. Additionally, this chapter examines how the
LINBaSyOS 27F (g2 A gacthatignstater dirdligekduiNgnd Afrigan KA Y
descended peoplasengendered a symbolic battleground upon which competing

nationalist definitions of whiteness warred, particularly in public visual culture.
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As | have explained, by creating and reinforcing emerging discourseacefthat

identified darker skinned peoples as unassimilabled thus as eternal others forever

outside the nation racial nationalists buila sense of national belonging, based on
whiteness. This articulation of white identity ameliordtether socialcleavages, such

as ethnicity and class, laying a foundation upon which claims to citizenship entitlement
O2dzZ R ©6S YIRSO® 5SaLIAGS FYOAQIESYOS I 62 dz
unambiguous racism against navhites eased uncertainty about the migratin of

British working classes, ani@cilitated their inclusion as assimilable citizens in the
emerging natiorstate. The exclusionary discourse generated by racial nationalists
RSTAYSR I aSyasS 2F a/lFylFIRAFYyyS&aadolng R NBA\

across the Anglophone colonial world.

This chapter further explores the themes of whiteness and ambivalence, but marks a

shift in the analytic frame. Here, | focus tire tension between global discourses of

white supremacy and the divergent vearss of white superiority articulated in particular

instances of natiosuilding. TKS ay Ség AYLISNAIFf AaYéE gthéd OKIF NI
R2ZOUNAYS 2F GKS RAOQDAY ST NEKIGE 2F &K AdBK SISKRN
own nation to own the earth (Du Bois: 34).The late nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries saw not only the formation of transnational white solidarity, but also a

colonial contesamongwhite men's countes.
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This dogged competition to acquire and expand individual nagtates and imperial
ventures had subtle but important effects on individual iterations of racial nationalism.
Through analyzing the ambivalent portrayal of white Americans in Canadian racial
nationalist discourse, this cpger complicates the notion oivhite men's countries, and

the racial solidarities they engendered. This chapter also focuses on the portrayal of
two racialized populationg/hich could not be characterized asmigrant invaders for

their presencehad not onlypredated stateformation, but in fact had facilitated it
African and Aboriginal peoplesere at once bothinsideand outsidethe nationstate.

Here | will examine how thenythologizedportrayal of the relationship betweethe

state and black and Native populatiomsboth Canada and thenited Statesvas used

to generate discourses of national exceptionalism and superior white masculinity in

Canada Ay O2y (N} ad (2 ! YSNAOIYyAEAQ 246y RA&AGAYOID

Transnational Nationalisms andhexceptionaExceptionalisms

In trying to better understand the formation of racial ideology and nationalism in this

erat 2NJ Ada O2y Tt dzSyO0Ss> Ay witkd ciucidl to imt&rmddate G NI O A
discourses of whiteness, and how they diverged in particular national and regional
contexts. For theconcept of whiteness was taken up in different ways by racial
nationalists across the Anglophone colonial worltiough always in ways that
maintained what{ ( dzI NIi | Isdcifil réalS{EME2 yF&da &G0 NHzO G @NayR Ay R
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1991: 32). Analytically, this chapter skirts the tension between national and
transnational history, as does my whole project. The validity of national versus
transnational approaches to history is a contested subject among historians and other
scholars. The rational andthe transnational approacteachoffers something the other
cannot. National history gives us historical specificity and close attention to context, but
it can also reify natioistates as singular entities, and even be used to promote
exceptonalist readings ofistory. Transational histories can remedy such parochialism
by decentering the natioistate as a discrete unit of analysis, and focusing instead on

connections and continuities, by tracing larger flows of people, commodities, and ideas.

National histaies, Lake and Reynoldexplain, often fail to account for the larger
OANDdzZ FGA2ya 2F 1y2¢fSR3ISa YyR ARSYUAGASaE
O2ft2yAlLf YR YSUNRLREAGIY F2NXIGA2YyE Ay at
FNRY ldny-YSEANR L2t S 0AYINEBE omn0X gKAOK yS3at S
racial ideologies and shared qualities of emerging nationalisms. Instead, they believe
GKAa SN} alg¢g I aO2y@PSNHBHSYOS o06SGs6SSy NBLIz
compelingg I NBdzS GKI G0 GOABYYAINI GAZ2Yy NBaldNRKROUA:
of the masculine sovereignty of 'sglbverning communities’, a popular formulation

that worked to collapse the distinction between independent republics and British

colonies, th&l56& NBOlFadAy3a GKS YSIyAy3a 2F a20SNBA
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useful analytic framework for analyzingow the national and transnational were

mutuallyreinforcing spheres

Lake and Reynoldsy & A A KU FdzZf f & | NBdzSRDEING A YRS O ¥y o A
helped racial nationalists articulate their whiteness and sovereignty, even in the
absence of full national independenae WA 8y (G KS FAIdzZNE 2F GKS 4K
0SOIYS I RSY2ONI G F YR {KS cdRd@nlyZueNdhtiacidl y A Y L.
nationalists throughout the British Dominions articulated their identities and national

visions in terms of a racially inheriteijht toself3 2 GSNY YSy (i @ | 245 SOSNE
wasframed differently in independent republie@nd imperial Dominionsd @i 8 KS . NA (
Empiredrew adistinction betweenruling and ruled races; republican ideology drew a
distinction between racedit and not fit for selt3 2 @S NJ/ (Yake/ & Reynolds9,

emphasis mine). Thus, if we hope to pin dowe ttomplex functioning of concepts of

race and nationalism, it is important to bear in mind both larger transnational and
specific regional and national contexts. Dominions and republics did not have the same

level of seHdetermination and political autoomy. As a result, negotiating the
distribution of power required a complex balancing act and ongoing process of
contestatiort both within the imagined community itselfand also between

Dominions and their Empire. This debate was particularly heated beequestion of

whether white British subjects should be allowed to determine the composition of their

imagined communities.
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Immigration policy was a contested ground, especially for British Dominions, whose

racial nationalist agendas frequently clashedhwBritish imperialpolicies Debates

about racial inclusion and exclusion were a site of tense negotiation between colony and
metropole, which at times tested the limits of sovereignty. Sometimes nationalist
interests trumped, other times imperial oneslake for instance, the issue of Chinese
exclusion in Australiad @A 8y MyyTX GKS vdzSSyatlyR 32 3SN]
entry tax and immigration restriction with the Chinese, measures which, despite British

treaty commitments [to China], receive@ @ | £ | daSy (¢ donv ® cdzd |
gAff GKglFINIGSR NIOAFE ylLGA2yltAald 321faz | &
governments resolved to introduce uniform legislation...that would effectively ban
Chinese from entering Austdall > NB 3 NRf Sada 2F gKSIKSNI §KS&2
Ultimately, the Bill was modified because of political pressdredA 8y RSTFSNByYy OS
Chinese Minister in London, the poll tax would be dropped, but severe penalties would
apply to Chinese a@iA y3 2@3SNI YR FNRBY 20KSNJ O2f2yASa
British settler colonies, Australians' racial nationalism remained consistent, but its
implementation was always subject to negotiatiothe policy outcome contingent on

numerous factors. Thie was a constant diplomatic tugf-war between settler colonies

and the mother country, a perpetugkentlejostling for control over national policy.
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As elsewhere in the Anglophone colonial world, there remained an irresolvable tension.

This struggle wacomparatively staid, since Australians, like Canadians, ultimately relied

on British aid and support.a Ly O2 YL} NAY3I GKSANI aAaiddz GA2y
{ G 1 &d drguing thatithe principle has been asserted by the Chinese Exclusion

Acts that a B YYdzy AGlé Aa 2dzadATASRG!'Adga G T ded Ay 30 21
invoked a republican discourse on sgtfivernment, even while forced to acknowledge
GKSANI RSLISYRSYOS 2y (KS 9 Y LJhakéss ReEyhod&d).K S A NJ d:
Similarly, Caadian racial nationalists stridently protested Britain's alliance with Japan

and British insistence that Canada ameliorate its addipanese immigration policies.

But as with their Australian counterparts, #flie Canadian racial nationalists could do

was protest, for ultimately they greatly valued and relied upon their place in the Empire.

In the Unital States, by contrast, British attempts to determine the course of American
policy had led to violent revolt.Three decades aftethe revolution that fomed their
republic, Americans again took up arms againstrtf@mer mother country in the War

of 1812' Outraged by British attempts to intervene imerican trade and slave
trafficking, the United States declared war and compel®dtain to acknowledg
American sovereignty and independence. This war once again proved that Americans

wanted nothing less than complete separation from Britain and would readily take up

1 For more on the War of 1812, seBaylor, AlanThe Civil War of 1812: Americ@itizens, British Subjects, Irish Rebels, & Indian.Mies YorkKnopf, 2010.
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arms to defend their definition of freedom.Lake and Reynoldsave argued that,
& O NlizQtelidea of the 'white man's country' crossed and collapsed the imperial
republican divide, drawing on the discursive resources of both traditions to enshrine the

RAOK202Ye 2F gKAGS YR y20 6KAGSE o000 O

Matched Masculinities and Warring Whitenesses

SG A4 A& lftaz2 dzyRSyAloftS GKFG ! YSNRAOF Qa
AYRSLISYRSYOS 41a&a | FIFEN ONBE FTNRY (KS a02Yl
existed between Britain and its Dominions (Burbank and Co@tdr). As Burbank and

Cooper explain in their study of empires in world history, Americans' demand for full
autonomy affected how Britain went on to govern other white meénwi 8 KS . N&A G ;
government did not repeat the mistakes of the 1770s in North America in its remaining
coloniesof settlement; it instead allowed them to move slowly towards responsible
government within the empire. It thus gave rise to another version of its composite

polity, suited to an age of fledgling, if exclusionatgmocracy an amalgam of political

units, each exercising sovereign functions but recognizing another layervefeignty

Fd GKS A Y(Bisboddk bnd Cdoee§3I0E)

What is more, United States was simultaneously a nation and an undedearpile In

addition to solidifying Americaautonomy,the War of 1812 was also about Udgsigns
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on the control of North America. As in previous eras of American ndiiglding and
expansionism, this protracted conflict between the United States and Britain saw
several failed American attacks agst Upper and Lower Canada. So cwolonial

Canadian nationalists' minds, the war also jeopardized the very existence of the-nation

state they were trying so hard to build. American expansionism further heightened this

sense of threat. If Americansd®d that British imperialism threatened their national
independence, so too did Canadians fear that American imperialism jeopardized the
British imperial connection Canadians, like Australian nationalistdso saw e

GsQrrender of the right of sejovernmen@ &I a8 | & dzZNNBYRSNJ 2F
resented the need for constant deference to British autho(itpke & Reynolds39).

| 26 SOSNE (KSeé Ffaz2 NBO23IyAl SR GKFG GKSAN
supportt and saw themselves as a semmitonomous extension of Britain An
expansionistAmerica, by contrast, threatened their sovereignty and national manhood

much more

{2YS BKAGS /FYyFRAFYya FSFENBR (GKS aNRaAy3d .
immigration lawsthat carefully skited the balance between imperial and national

LJ2 6 S NJp . SG SoSy IFa GkKSe FSINBR GKIFIGO GKS «
their nationalist project, so too could their fellow white men, by gaining leverage in the
colonial contest. Even as Canatliy NJ OAlf ylFGAz2ylftAata O2ff|

LI GNRA2Ga¢ | ONRaa GKS 'y3ft2LK2yS O2f 2y Al f
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identity defensively and in opposition to Americansho they feared might annex
Canada And even as they created trsnational discourses of Ang&axonism and
hardened the global color line, they also created nationalist exceptionalisms within this

larger AngleSaxon exceptionalism.

Thus, everas they banded with Americans to pull the color line teDanadianslso

cited their fellow white men as national threat as withthed & St € 26 LISNRAt ¢ |
perceived threats from without. Despite their fraught relationshyith the British

Empire, Canadians articulated a British imperial definition of masculinity, aneéra

their nation-building project in these terms. Through a reading of Canadian racial
nationalism and theambivalence in theircolonial contest with the United State$

analyze the formation of competing discourses of whiteness and masculinity.

Lakel YR wSe@&y2f RA | NBdzYSy i@ 20N AyAS 0@ WA I\ A £
a point of commonality beteen white men's countries igseful. They argue that, for

racial nationalists, seljovernance became a way of erasing colergglublican

distinctions. While legal, political, and economic distinctions still existed, this notion of
seltA2 SNY I yOS | yR | strédteditafly(inSdkéd Wy razial snatignalists in

British Dominions to advocate for their inclusionconversations abouglobal affairs,

eventhough theylacked full political autonomy such as that boasted by Americans. And

for nationalists throughout the Anglophone colonial world, white men's claims to
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privileged global position were articulated not only in terms of race, butialserms of

gender.

Aboriginal Peoples and Canadian Nationalist Iterations of ABgimn

Superiority

Du Boiss and Lake and Reynold®tion of a global color lindails to account for the

plurality of dwhitenesg, which was not always and everywheltee same. Adding the

Canadian case to the equation helps rectify this shortcoming. Similarly, just as
whiteness was pluralistic, natll people of color were viewed or treated in the same

way. By necessity, they could not be. In Canddea,presence bNative and black
populations challenggfictions of superior white civilization and culturas we shall see

in this chapter. As J.S. Woodsworth pointed out, these populations were generally not
newcomers. Rather, their presence dblorth American soipredated the founding of

the nationd G I G S @ 'YyEfA1lS GKS aeStft2z2g LISNAEEéEéS (K
could not be solved byestricting migration. As elsewhere in the Anglophone colonial

world, indigenous and Africagescended peoples hareadytf 2y 3 06 SSy 2y GKS
side of the global color line In fact, they had been there before theoncepts of
GoKAGSYSaaé FyR GKS aO2f2N tAySéeé KIFIR S@Sy

drawnaroundthem, sowK A (i S inWNSrth éAmericehad to negdiate the presence of
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0KSasS édthés Sy didso through the passage of racist laws restricting the

exercise of full citizenship rights, such as vafing

But in an age of citizenship, reconciling the presence and national meaning of these

rah £t ATSR YAY2NRGASE oA dvikhithe denialkoh divl rigMSy U & ¢
required the construction of complex discourses about race, nation, and civilization.
Discourses about the superior capa®fywhite men togovernhelped toviolently quash

the threat of racial equality. Immigration restriction was a form of inequality
predicated along with the establishment of natiestates themselves upon the

necessary displacement of Native peoptasough European colonial expansion. The

édoctrineof KS RAGAYS NRIKG 2F GKAGS LIS2LA S G2 &l
Anglophone colonial world.

In the English Canadian view, a major aim of the state's glorious destiny was to preserve

the British Empire in North America, and state policies talsaAboriginal peoples

I OKASOSR GKAA ONRffAlYyGfeo a4 KAAGZ2NARLIY W

2 1a WHYSa 20 {(G® Do 21 f18N SELXIIAYaS adwABy G(KS OF as 2515y 1Al ARBY ALSYRR AlHKySaYr  (KESLIE
(Walker, JamedV. St G'Race," Rights and the Law in the Supreme Court of Cahtistrical Case Studie®aterloo, OntarioWilfrid Laurier University
Press, 1997, p4-5). Walker also explains that other racial minorities in Canada were prohibited from votingJynpeople of Chinese, Japanese, and
Indian descent. And while African descended people could legally vote, they were also sometimes barred from siiil aigler ways, for instance,
subjected to segregation and other forms of unequal treatment. dmmther excellent legal history that discusses segregation and other forms of racial
discrimination under Canadian law, se®ackhouse, Constanc€olourCoded A Legal History of Racism in Canada, 19980 Toronta University of

Toronto Press, 1999.
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L NNB @S NB y-ladikihg masked GaisRyyificant shift in relations between white
settlers and Native peoples The earlier era from th 1790s1830s, a time of British
colonialism, was characterized by militarily alliances between white settlers and First
Nations. But this conciliatory relationship began to sour with the immigration of British
settlers and United Empire Loyalists from énina to Eastern CanadaMiller explains

that reconciliation between the United States and Great Britain diminished the military
importance of Aboriginal peoples to the British. During the nabailding period
GoiB8KS | aaz20Al (A 2tgmpbhasiZed filRary talkagcad, SUtdne iyl Bhictii K |
the dominant partner sought the removal of the Indian from the path of agricultural
aS0Gf S8 pii ¢ adft SN 328a 2y (2 SELXIAY (KI
frontier farmer, the Indian beagae less desirable as a comratearms; increasingly, the
Indian was an impediment to the objectives that the white population had in an era of

LIS OS YR aS4.atSySyidé¢ omno

In Canada, as in the United States, Australia, New Zealand, and South #kfeica

creation of nationstates meant the displacement and marginalization of the land's

3 RN Y2NB Fo2dzi GKS KAadz2NEB 27 aiiMid, INRSKydcrapera ide the WelieAdistony bf tiadhiteRelMBNEiIn b | GA2y a3 &
Canada Toronto; BuffaloUniversity of Toronto Press, 1989.
4 As Kelley and Trebilcock eal, the first colonizing missions to what would become Canada had taken place with French explorer, Samuel de Champlain
from 16031608 (199826). Later, French hopes for "New France" were dashed with British conquest, put in motion by their de¢@ivénvibe Battle on
the Plains of Abraham in 176%art of the Seven Years' War (also known as the French and Indian War). Following the Treaty of Paris (1763), the British
colony saw the large influx of Loyalist refugees and Americanssiegkers, inclding a massive influx of poor immigrants from Britain (mostly Irish) from the

1830s to the 1850s (21).
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indigenous inhabitantd Imperial ownership was taken for granted, and the fact that

GKAAa ¢2NIR gl a 2yfte aySgé G2 9dNRPLIR$SYyaE o
racial nationalist J.S. Woodsworth remarksSimangers Within our Gates LIS NK | LJA Z A
one sense, we are the strangers. Throughout the long years before the coming of the
GKAGS YIy GKS LYRAIFIY L2aaSaaSR (GKSive I yRE
peoples, he swiftly moves on to discuss how best to oversee white settlement and

realize Canada's great national destiny.

LYAGAIffesr 222Rag2NIKQa @ASga 2y CANERID
laments the social order of European superiorityAvir A y 3 w26y S 2F (KS
sights is that of an Indian stepping off a sidewalk to let a white man pass, or turning out
2F I LINFANRS OGN AE (2 3859.SYetthisacoiméngary ¥ y G K
social inequality seems largely-Bprvie. For in his discussions of natibuilding and
bl dAGS NAIKGaAasZ AG Aa OfSIN GKFG 222R&a92NIK
OAGATATIGAZ2YQ a4 adzLISNRA2NI (2 ' o02NARAIAYLFE Odz
past, doomed to extinatin. In his accounts of Aboriginal dispossession, he writes in a

tone that is superficially critical, yet far more wistful and romantic, about what was

5 !'YRSNI GKS NHzNAO 2F (KS d&Rha@ddios to Md=fdiothe? Matedak rksbuBaetaldénXdrdibl$ by lcdhquéstiod subfege,
suchas viaduplicitous treaties and manipulatianthis theft, of course, also included the freedom of enslaved indigenous peoples. While this history is
relatively littleknown today, not only Africadescended people but also First Nations werelared in Canada. In fact, more Aboriginal people were

enslaved in Canada than Africdascended people.
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widely perceived as a vanishing raéew2 8 y OS (GKS LYRAlFYya 6SNB
now they are despisedatives; aboigines, yet outcasts; belated survivors of an earlier

F3S>Z AGNFY3ISNB Ay 0A99)SWdodswoRh ivdkes dh& framident | ( K S |
notion of NativeLJS 2 LJt Sobile savagesidfiable to endure the rigors of civilizati.

So despite Is seeming sensitivity, Woodsworth reproducesamvenien transnational
narrativeabout the impossibility o 2 RSNY AT Ay 3 YR F&aAYAT | GAY:
9t SPOFGAYT GLINAYAGAODSE YR ayl(dzaNIté¢ fATFTSai
narrative presented their decline as inevitable. This narrative could then be used to

VI GdzNI £ AT S -gtatek byl I&dimathithe AaRdtheft required for nation

building.

2 KFG Ada Y2NBIX 222Ra¢g2NIK O2YLX I Ayaidea KId &
firmly fixed in his head that the Government owes him a living, and his happiness and
prosperity depend in no degree upon his individual effofte system destroys his
SYSNHe&IZ LlzaKZ YR AYRSLISYRSY O8 oubdutptoy & ¢ F
set him on his feet, and sever forever the ties that bind him either to his tribe or the
Governmeng (15960). ButthiRA 3 O2dzNES 2F bl A PS GaRSLISYRSYy
to justify dispossession, and decreased state aid, on the basis that it suppdiseitid

individual enterprise. Initially, Native peoples were valued allies, but ultimately

9dzNRB LISHY O2f 2y Al f O2yljdzSaid RAaNHzZLIia8R CA NA

means of survival through land appropriation andexcessive hunting, fishing, and
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trapping. This overzealous harvesting of resourdesgely as commodities exported to
lucrative European marketscreated scarcity. So too did confining people on
reservations, which effectively preventadbes from seeking out more fruitful lands,

which would allow them to be seBustaining, as they had been for centuries.

On the contrary, European colonizers had long propagated the notion that because First
Nations did not use the land in the same way as European settlers, they did not have a

right to own or control it. In the dominant narrative, First Nations were squandering the

bounty of the land by failing to accumulate substantial wealth and establish permanent
homesteads. Thus, the reservation system became a way to contain people on less
desrable land and forcibly attempt to impose European acquisitiveness; uses of space;

and versions of domesticify, S 2 22 R&62NIK | f&2 6NRGS GKIF G
aK2dz R KFE@S> a | FAyFf 321f3X GKS (R9a i NHzO
First Nations had to be pennedito reservations so that European colonists were free to

use the land as they chose, but this was ostensibly for the good of Aboriginal
O2YYdzyAGASAY K2 6SNBE S@OSylddzatfte (2s . 42YSK:
Racial ideologies of Native inferiority were used to justify actdiofl theft, which were

then symbolically softened by filtering them through the rosy lens of state paternalism.

6  Not to mention language, religion, and other such values. As Woodsworth witesY 8 | y&@ @OLYRALF ya8 | N5 RS @2bdeihere KNAAGAI ya

are still 10,202 Indians in our Dominion, as grossly pagan as were their ancestors, or still more wretched, half givilized, 6 2 6 S RS0l dZOKSRé 6mcno @
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As Daniel Francis explairs/ I Y RAl ya& LINA RSR tliakiSey, ardike@Sa 2
their American neighbours, did not believe that 'the only good Indian was a dead
Indian.’ But in practice this is exactly what they did believe. &neeigh, Canadians did

not engage in the outright extermination of their Native pogdida. However, they
wholeheartedly endorsed the assimilation of the Indian, which in thegloun meant

the same thing, ay R (2 Fy ARSYUGATAI of S5960) Miilary LIS 2 L
processes of natiobuilding and mythmaking were taking pla&c throughout the
Anglophone colonial world, and there too they rested upon the displacement and
RAaLRaasSaarzy 2F GKS tlFyRauy SEA&aGAY3I AYKLEO
had been decimated by the rapidity of dispossession in Victoriarevadack of natural

barriers meant that settler moved into Aboriginal lands as fast as any expansion in the
KAaG2NRE 27F 9 dzNP LIS(Lake &&Reynald2D NWeSt@ardeypAngioninA 2 v €
Canada and the United States was equally swift and ruthéess equally predicated on

GOGKS RAGAYS NARIKIG 2F gKAGS YSy G2 aidStHft o¢

As in North America, proponents of colonial expansion in Australia argued that
GOsBK2SOSNI KFR ONBFUGSR ! dzZAUNFEAFS GKAGS Y
belonged to them. Iseemed fortuitous that the original inhabitants appeared destined

G2 FIFIRS | gle& o0STF2NB (GKS adzJS Nk BRdymNDSa 2 7

25). Eliding the plurality and cultural specificity of indigenous peoplisspurses of



Aboriginalinferiority circulated transnationallyand were used to legitimate parallel
processes of naticbuilding that occurred across the Anglophone colonial world. But
SPSYy a GKS&aS RAaAO2dz2NESE Y2OSR 0S06SSy GKA
national nflections in each location, particular its historical context and dominant

gt dzSa o C2NJ AyaidlyoOSs dzytA1S Ay GKS !yAdGS
building was articulated in terms of Britisinperialism. Native peoples were an
impeRAYSy (G 06SOldzasS (GKS adalraS o6Fa Sy@rarzySR
inhabited...in the course of years, by millions of thriving and contented subjects of Her

alaSadtee¢ o1 2dzasS 2F /2YY2yasx nidK {Saarazys n

Though this vier represented a reversal of staféative relationsrather than openly

admit that they had chosen ttundamentally alter their relationship witkirst Nations

because ofshifting selfinterest, nationbuilders crafed conciliatory narratives about

howtheyg SNE y 20 I Oldzr £ f& YA aulO NBNinagtdeytAceniukyS I y R
political elites presented their dispossession of Native peoplas inevitable:
“[c]ivilization has driven back the Indian tribes, and the whites are filling the places of

their dusky bretnreré |y R & &a2YSGKAYy 3 G KItlie Indiangd A S L.
seem to understand the course of events, and expressed...their confidence in the
I'FYylFRALY D2@SNYYSyidé o1 2dzaS 2F [/ 2YY2yas n
contrast tothe policy of violent extermination of which Canadians accused the United

States elite Canadian nationalists argued that theirs was a gentle and benevolent reign



intended to protect Native peoples from the expansion of white settlementoble

extension of tle British imperial mission.

Even so,First Nations were swiftly displaced and dispossessed, and Kornel Chang
SELX I Ayas GKS &GN} OALFf 3IS2aANILIKeEéE 2F (GKS t
white colonists in the Pacific world and thus seamlessipsformed colonizers into
ASOHUB8BINB ¢ ®WKAA NIFOALFE 3IS23INILIKE dagla 02Ny
the largea OF £ S LINR 2SO0 G2 RSYI NOFGS 68R.SBud 2dzyRI
North America's Pacific Northwest was also a battegd for the competing national
ambitions of white men.If American and Canadian westward expandnaa virtually

identical consequences for Native peoples, the process was describeddisangent

articulations of whiteness and nationidentity.

American Exceptionalism, Expansionism, and Manifest Destiny

Images such as John Gast's 1872 pairdingY SNA O ¢ LIRR.H.NBedt&aRr]
expansion and natioibuilding as a project that was both exalted and inevitalhia (
2.1). The image depictKk S O2YAy 3 2F & OA Dk tiepittddlinAtiey ¢ | Y F
form of technology (telegraph wires, trains); domesticity (homes, cultivation); and
knowledge(l sahool book)t borne westward across a majestic landscape, by white

settlers and an angehliookingMiss Columbra illuminated by rays of sun. Symbols of
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wilderness and savagarnyuffalo, bear...and Native peoplesare spurred on by this
westward push. They are literally in Miss@b A | Q& &aAKIFI R2g> FyR o8

shadow of western civilization, and/AS NA OF Q& YA aairzy (G2 SEGSYR

This imagery is strikingly similar in the 1. Saturday Sundedntispiece | discussed

in Chapter @e, which shows Miss Canadaain ethereal realm abovthe Pacific Coast:

greetinga cherub walking on §e& of sun, and surrounded by farm tools and a bountiful

harvest (Figl.6). TheY2 ail 20 @A 2dza RATT IUNByJIark dress: a A 43
garment Miss Colombia would never be caught dead in. Broader symbols of-Anglo

Saxon progress and civilization weeken up in national terms, to legitimate specific

instances of natiosbuilding.

As in Canada, in the United States, portrayals of national destiny were part of larger
concepts of European territorial expansion, articulated within a framework of nation
exceptionalism.As Reginald Horsman explainsRiace and Manifest Destinthe term

Gal yATSald S@red Byyldhh L.gd'Sallivan in 1845, in response to the
annexation of Texad 1 2 RSaONR OGS (KS LINRPOS&a :219). ! YSNA
Speifically,d h 4 { dzf t AGFy FANBRG dzaSR (KS LIKN}I &aSOpdA
to interfere with a natural proces®ther nations had intruded, he said, 'for the avowed

object of thwarting our policy and hampering opower, limiting our greatressand

checking the fulfillment of our manifest destiny to overspread the continent allotted by
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t NEPGARSYOS F2NJ GKS FTNBS RS@St 2 LIy mihinaz ¥ 2 dzN
f I NBSNJ Y2YSyid 27 {iNI2yway$ H(hiRe/ & Reyyioli y15 t 2
Americans, like their competitors, distilled their expansionist endeavors through the
filterofnati2 y I £ S E OS LI A by 1850 theyemphasis yas it tletieEcart
AngloSaxons as a separate, innately superior people who were destinkdng good

government, commercial prosperity, and Christianity to the American continents and to

the world¢é (Horsman 1-2, emphasis mine).

¢CKS ! YyAGSR {GFGSaQ @A 32 NP dzsontredicteiinekatlidalA a Y | {
republican ideology presenteth American nationalist narratives as amtidote to

imperial power. As Paul Kramer explains, many, including historians, have uncritically

dzy RSNBE GU22R GUKS | yA G SRempirg, lbit dsian W8 Y IV NIEE | &
(1316, citing Kaplan). Yet matalist discourse is capable of reconciling even such

glaring contradictions and through the concept of Manifest Destiny, aimtiperialism

cohabited alongside unbridled expansioniém As Horsman goes on to explain,
O'Sullivan had articulated American exgsionism as a radical republican imperative,

arguing forthe God A Sy AGaNRARIKG 2F 2dzNJ YFYATFSald RSA

7 The question of American foreign expansionism was highly contested. As | will dis€irsgpiar Four, some artnperialists such adndrew Carnegie argued
GKFEG ' YSNAOFYa KFIR y2 a6KAGS YIyQa o0dNRSYyé FyR &K2dAd R NBFNIAY FNRY Sy3l3ay3
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the whole of the continent which Providence had given us for the development of the

great experiment of liberty and federateselfg2 S NY YSy & Sy i NMzAG SR G2

Manifest Destiny was explicitly framed in terms of liberty and-geifernance. Given its
revolutionary past, in the American national imaginary, these ideals were considered so
fundamentally antimperialist hat they could be projected abroad even in ways that
obscured their American imperialist implications. As Paul Kramer explains in

49 EOS LI A 2 y-8axond: Kake ahdyRilile Between the British and United States
Empires, 188 cpmn ¢ = A2 Y S N dvdideas ;hierventigrididiIn @Fms of

empire, but rather in terms of "expansive republicanism” and "tutelage in- self
government” (2002 1350) So ultimately,aggressive expansionism was part of
America's particular brand of national exceptionalism, &ndi 8 K2aS I Ol dz £ R
inspired exceptionalist enthusiasms that were virtually absolute, erasing what the

SYLANBE KFER Ay 02YY2y3s AyOf diamgra3l6)KS SEOKI

Canadadéds British | mperi al Exceptiona

In Canada, byiting & LIN2 3A RSy 0S¢ RAQGAYS NARIKGE | yR
LREAGAOFE &deaidSYs /[yl RAL Y »a@ding and eparndiond S |j dzSy
SOK2 SR ! Y S NadiiedyfaasQittheid meé in the British Empire. Just as the

American Revolutiorhad inadvertently created Canadahe process of westward
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SELI yarzy AYy [/ FyFrRIF gFa fFNBSt& | NBaLkRyas
processes and the very different myths thaere told about it. While Canadians were

not themselves vigorowsly expansionist empire, they weregeoud part of one As with

' YSNAOlIYyas /FYylFRAFYA Ay@21 SR LI NI divinezt | NJ y |
MAKG 2F G6KAGS LIS@datedSdisting mydhg &nd findages abguRthis
process.John H. Thomps6 dzaS& GKS GSNXY aYlFyAFTSad Rdziesé
and framing of westward expansionlf the masculine archetype of America in this

moment was a lawless hotheaded cowboy with a finger on the trigger, in Canada, it was

a calm, dispassionate oféic of the Mounted Police one represented free enterprise

andrugged individualism, while the othstood forlaw, duty, and state authority

BecauseCanadiamracialnationalists saw American expansionist ambitions as a threat to
their state and identity they generated both alternate readings of America's nation
building project, and alternative conceptions of whiteness and masculinity. Canadians
built their own narratives of national progresgich invoked motifs similar to those in
American visual cture, even as these images responded to the perceived threats to

Canadian whiteness and sovereignty posed by AmericanHander.
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A June 181869 political cartoon fromthe EnglisHanguage, Montreabased journal,
Diogened performs the same culturabork asw2 Ky DI adUda a!. YIBeNA Ol y
artist shows a female allegorical figure overseeing the process of nhatidding and
westward expansionF{g.2.H 0 @ I & A yshdid baréfebé andi WhitaBed,
suggesting deification, and again aking some the idea of natiebuilding as an

outcome of divine providence But, in contrast to the intent ofDI & G Q&y, A Y|l 3S
Canadiansvere to understandheir expansionist movemerds reactive and protective.

In Canada, western settlement wanot preserted as an impulse to dominate the
continent, so muchas an urgent imperative to stave off greedy American profiteers.
While there was not yet a railway construction project underway in Canada in 1869, this
was the year when the first U.8anscontinental railroad was completed. The new

railroad line linked the Atlantic and Pacific coasts by land and made the American west
more accessible. Canadians feared that it would also rtizéie west more accessible.

This image urges Canadians to follow suith&y could settle their west on their terms.

Ly GKS AYF3IS GCNRBY | I f A Poinks tovads a Faifivey2cdrd S NE
wending its way westward Miss Canada explains to Uncle Satm (i 8 KA & A& 4 K|

want, Gousin Jonathan. It will give us reatlependence, and stop the foolish talk about

8 Diogenes of Sinope (44223 BC), also known as "Diogenes the Cynic", was a Greekophitn. One of the founders of Cynic philosophy, he attempted to
debunk social conventions and to prove that action better indicated virtue than did theory. attug, 2 3iS gh &@popriate name for a news publication.
9! yOt S {FY A& NBIFASNNBRY [GRKHyaE Ay G(KA&a OFNI22y® IS A& taz az2vySiayvysSa OFftSR a. N
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I vy S E FPiun@e/Santesponds skeptically'Wal, miss, | guess you're about right
GKFNE odzi LUttt o0StASOS AG 6KSYy L aSS Al oé
doubt about Canadians' abilityp build the railway present the project as a national
challenge no doubt also meant to encourage taxatiawerse naysayers into
supporting the controversial project In this defensive white nationalist reading of
nation-building, the railway is presenteas necessary to forestall annexation and win
independence against the threat posed by a radical revolutionary Igirsd in wait to

snatch up this bountiful white man's country to further enrich his own.

Gendered Visual Metaphors and the National Bedltic

y 1SSLAY3I gAGK R2YAYlFIyd 3ISYRSNI yIFNNIGAGDSA
aSEX¢ /I yFIRIF 6l a dzadzrtte FSYAYAT SR 62N AYyT
odzf t ASRY FyR YIalddzZ AyAT SR 6KSy R2YRIYE yio
AY@21SR 6KSY [ldzi FNBddzZSR GKIFG GKS ylFraAz2y K
GYSOSN) aLISF|1 Fto20S | 6KAALISNI 2F (GKS gK2f
immigration. Yet, as we have seen, Canada was depicted as strapping young Jack

Canuck when tumphantly leading a symphony of ethnic whites in nationalist song,

10148 wSIAYLFHER 1 2NAYIY SELXFAYAS danl8ye& RNAGS (G2 200l Ay s/tdthelfrie statasybutittie S mypnad &1
ultimate probSY g+ & . NAGAEK LI2SSNE OHyoO® 9SSy FFGSNI GKS KSAIK{G 2feardhisA S ! YSNA OF
possible threat to their national sovereignty. As the political cartoons reveal, elites harmeasddn turn reinfocedr these fears to push for controversial

political agendas, such as railway construction.
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thereby forging a sense of white Canadian identiig(1.8. Similarly, an 1898 cartoon

from the Globe(Toronto) shows Jack Canuck boasting of Canada's peaceful prowess in
parallel proceses of western expansiofri§.2.3). The caption reads "Jack Canuck
ULRAYyOGa sAGK LINARSU®E Ly GKS AYF3aSs wk O
seated like a schoolchild, glowering, but attentive. Images in the background illustrate
GUKS $aAd R #{ o altetSe¢ | yR tderdrasting the vivlengeSa G/ |
and unruliness of lynching in the American west with the calm diplomacy and restrained
G,dz2l 2y 2dzadA 0S¢ 2F 2SadSNYy /IyFRIFI® | yoOtfS

considerabl y I GA2y s o6dzi L &a8SS L 1Ay MaAd Fd @2 dzNJ

This imagecapturesthe very heart of Canadian national identity andhite masculinity
constructed inrelation to nationbuilding and westward expansiom this era In
contrasttoLakel YR wSeéy2f RAaQ | NHdzySyid ( Kkastakena Sy as
up by white men everywhere (41), | argue that Gidiaa nationalists constructed
competing discourse of whiteness and masculinitywhich L~ G SNY & . NR G A a K
YI Yy K2 AK&devatedsolS NS A Iy Y aOdzZ AyS &ddzo2S0Oidé¢ oy
was taken up everywhere was actually framed very differently in Canada than in other

G KAGS YSyQa O2dzyiNAS&a¢ o

11¢KAE OFNI22y GNRLIS 2F /Iyl RI &aGSFOKAy3é | yOtS {IY ¢l dheSdansBhelcan Waf d&lso Ay My py = |

occured in 1898, over American interference with Spanish imperialism in Cuba, Guam, and the Philippines.
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An 1880 political cartoon from th€anadian lllustrated Newsints at the roots of this

identityt in conveying Canadian fears that, without British suppdZtanada would be a

helpless babe in Uncle Sam's grasping affng.2.4). Thus, in defining their national

identity and version of white masculinity, English Canadians meticulously suthverte
American revolutionary valu¢d ¢ 2 02 dzy i SNJ G KS RNI YIFGAO I LILX
the pursuit of happinesé™ extolled in the American Declaration of Independence,
Canadianscelebratedii KS O2 YLI N»X G6AGSt & o6flFyR ylFiA2yl f
go2 R 32 @S N¥H phiageifréom the British North America Act of 186as their

national credo These safe, restrained, practicaminently British imperiat values

12/ yFrRAFY&Q OK2AOS G2 adle tz2&lrf G2 . NROGFAY 6+ a y2itr@d ywhik officaldataial dsdo@et 2 3A OF f RA T
stressed loyalty and service, it is also undeniable that British Canadian elites held a degree of status and influenae imighemnial context, which they
might have lost had all Angldlorth American colonies revolted, and become a sisghereign entity. For even French Canadians in Quebec had also chosen
to support the British over the Americans. This was a pragmatic choice to support the British whose dominance they hoateseinged, which they made
not out of any special loyalfyout rather because they believed the British would permit them to preserve their distinct language and culture more readily
than would Americans (Thompson & Randall). So for the English Canadian elites charged withuildfiag the confluence of idBogy and seffnterest
aligned to make loyalty to Britain an obvious, if not inevitable, choice. As George Elliott Clarke explains in hig articls,i S [ A1 S /I yI Rl ¢Y aLy
Canada would not exist were it not for the irresistible boundary thatSAh OF = lj dZA GS dzy ¢ A GG Ay It &z LINRPOARSEXFA L2t AG]
suggests, Canadians have never forgotten that two nations, not one, resulted from the American Revolution. While Araedctes decision of the
Thirteen Colonies to breadway from Britain, they tend to forget that six colonies to their north remained loyal.
Clarke, George Elliott. "White Like Canadaansition no. 73 (1997): 9809. 100.

13  Central in terms of American national identity and values, the Declaratioi Bf$ LISY RSy OS 41 & &l &Gl GSYSyid IR2LIGSR o6& GKS
1776, which announced that the thirteen American colonies then at war with Great Britain were now independent states,sand kbnger a part of the
ONRGAAK 9 YLIA B deabls, in pak:S[w]é old thesbldruths to be selfident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
I NBFG2NI gAGK OSNIIAY dzyttASylotS wAaakGasz GKIG | Y2y dlybgpdséad3o the Ng&l hiprarghd = [ A 6 SNI &
of the British imperial system.

<http: //www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wiki100k/docs/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence.html>, viewed SeptemB6d 28,
222RE62NIK SNAGSEAY dai6 KNP iszyKodytadus i ditNd_duiyes dvithSreedodn Ndrospérity YaBd\ldapiheds. The desire to reach

America is the first sign of awakened ambition, the first signal of revolt against harsh environment, the dream of agizaridyok t A 1 S¢ 6 mo 3 ljd2 Ay 3 2 |
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reinforced English Canadians' gadfrception as a pacifistic, wdldehaved, and law

abiding people'*

An 1882 House of Commons Debate boasted that providendeshaled on Canada

Gos6S KIOBS LISFOS Ay it 2dzNJ 62NRSNBESX | yR
Of raasSa 2F 2dz2NJ OAGAT Syaé o1 2dzaS 2FIna2vYY2y:
sense, the Canadian national motto captures perfectly imperial vgpaesexcellence

For these are the inherited valsef rulers and rulers were most successful when there

was peace and prosperity throughout their kingdoms, fiefdoms, or EmpirEer

monarchs and aristocracy, discord meant having to expend resources to restore peace,

and thus, it was in their best interest to keep their subjects happyen as they kept

them in their place. This imperial ethos, in addition to emphasizing commumnéa

values such as social harmaaigoreinforced the importance of socihlerarcty.

This hierarchy was seen as part of a divine and unassailable order, based on heredity
and birthright. In striking contrast, republican ideologies are far more ihaiistic,

and tend to prize personal rights and freedoms over social harmony. For in the

14 Tre phrase "peace, order argbod governmeritappears in many 19th and 20th century British Acts of Parliament, such &etheZealand Constitution Act
(1852),the Colonial Laws Validity A(1865), the British Settlementéct (1887), the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution A£800), the South Africa Act
(1909, the Government of Ireland A€1920), and theWest Indies Acf1962. Canadians further fetishized these imperial values by enshrining the bland

phrase as their national motto.
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republican view, discord is part of the democratic processthout dissent and debate,
tyranny must ostensibly prevail. Similarly, republics are avowedly les tiecat. Even
if great disparities still exist, it is not because some people are deemed inherently better
than others. Despite massive structural inequality in practice, republics are nonetheless
founded upon a principle of radical equality of opportynit This marks a point of
profound difference between republics and empires in general, which we can observe in

I'FYFRFQ& YR ! YSNAOI Q4 RAGSNHEHSY(G RSTAYAGAZ

As John Mackenzie writes imperialism and Popular Cultytée British imperialist was
GNBaz2t SR (2 I OOSLIWi NBIFIRAf& (KS o0dz2NRSy 27
and expansion to which the operation ohtural and legitimate causes may give rise

and to use the material forces of government to protect thghts and advance thgist
AYGSNBaGa 2F +tf {ranadiatzowers Qaoud Brifish subjekts and dzS Sy
considered it an honor to loyally serve their monarch, in return for just governance. By

contrast, KS& 0 NJ YyRSR ! Y S NAuordatral andlifegiiowaté. Anxhey @1 £ d

15 168t AS@S GKFG GKA& | Idefidlisin famdyPoplilai EWtu(ads6)0q veoyth rép@duding in full her&The Imperialist feels a profound
pride in the magnificent heritage of empire won by the courage and energies of his ancestry, andthequeahim subject to the burden of many sacred
trusts. This is his emotion. He is convinced that the discharge of the duties of his great inheritance has an educhtena arid a morally bracing effect
on the character of the British people, andatithe spread of British rule extends to every race brought within its sphere the incalculable benefits of just law,
tolerant trade, and considerate government. This is his conviction. He is resolved to accept readily the burden of ehtweiitézh, withevery development
and expansion to which the operation of natural and legitimate causes may give rise and to use the material forces ofegdverprotect the rights and
advance the just interests of all the subjects of the Queen. This is his deteioninde believes that the strength and resources of our race will be equal to
the weight of any obligation which the sense of duty of our people may call upon our Govertonemdertake. This is his creeciting J. Lawson Walton,

b L Y LIS NEonferdpérarysRiview XXV, 1899, 308
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imperial imaginary, legitimacy emanated from divine will, which was actualized through

the hierarchical social structuren which the monarch was chosen by God

So to revolt against thi&odgiven sociabrder was onsidered inherently unjust. Like

their imperial forbears, Angli€anadians branded the United States violent, unruly, and
treasonous. For Americans, the Revolutionary W#t7751783) and subsequent
nationalizing narrative highlighted the bravery of figiy for independence, and the

glory of seizing the reins of national destifngm the grasp of a controlling, imperialist
RSaLRio ' YSNRAOI Qa YAfAGFENE OGAOG2NER FyR
independence further entrenched this ethos of tanomy, selfdetermination, and

individualism as cornerstones of American national identity.

PYEATS T YSNROF QA YAEAGE yG, theddRaDdhdoh whileT A RS
Canadian masculinity was largely defensive and oppositionalaguistasits process of
nation-building. While America was an influential superpowésuting a national
identity centered on prowess and mightCanadagreat poweritself as a superiomoral
F2NOS (2 06S NBO12YSR g A  godvinced thalltAe2dBhargeNR (0 A & K

of the duties of his great inheritance has an educational influence andrally bracing

16 Also known as the American War of Independence, though even this semantic difference is very significant, since it detbetlireshe war is deemed

to be an unjust act of rebellion of a legitimate bid for s#gtermination.
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effect on the character of the British people, and that the spread of British rule extends
to every race brought within its sphere the incalculable benefitgust law, tolerant
trade, and considerate governmeét’ Canadians could not compete with Americans
economically, militarily, or demographically, and so choose the symbolic realm as the
battleground upon which they could triumplan identity framed in tems of restraint,

justice, and loyalty.

For AngleAmericans, manly honameantindependence, of standing up for individual
rights and not accepting subjugation or subjection. But for Canadians, honor and white
masculinity was a question of fealty andsteint. It meant never acting rashly or out of
selfinterest, but instead carrying oneself with the comportment and dignity befitting a
subject of the British Crown. But of course, in Canada, as in the United States; nation
building rested upon the dis@acement and oppression of Aboriginal peoples. Yet the
state's relationship with First Nations became the ground upon which a sense of
Canadian moral superiority could be builaind nationalist public culture filled this

canvas with portrayals of Americaiolence and brutalityoward Native Americans.

Canadian Kindness and American Aggression in Visual Culture

17 Emphasis mine. Again John Mackeniriggerialism and Popular Cultu(@986) (citngW® [ | ga 2y 2 | f (i Qoytémpdydry\ReIBNKXY f1898,Y T £
308.)
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An 1876 coverimage from the Canadian lllustrated Newpresents Canadian and
American values in stark relief, praising Canada's treatment ofv&gteoples, while
condemning America's={g.2.5). The twepanel frame compaas dndiarg policy in the

United States and Canada. The upper frame, depicting the U.S., shows a vicious battle
underway. American soldiers vastly outnumber the few Native @ianiis, most of

whom lie dead or dying on the grassy plain, or retreat into the distance. In the
background, towering flames consume the skeletal remains of vitiaige'® The sky is

dark, and filled with billowing clouds of smoke. This negative speméades a perfect
oFO1TRNRBLI F2NJ 0KS AyaSd AYF3S RSLAOGAY3I (GKS
Ad AYRAOIFIGSR o6& (KS aArday 2y (GKS (NI RAYy3I LI
Here, in some dark corner, a grimacing state agent offers keftisand meager
provisions to a group of gaunt and stooped Native Americans. Their bony backs and
shoddy attire attest to their deprivation and desperation. To round out this sordid

scene of state neglect, a mangy cat roves around, advancing menacimnglydt@n

emaciated and scantiglad child, who raises his arm as icgifdefense.

Below these pathetic scenes of deprivation, misery, suffering, and death, lies the bright
and cheerful contrast of Indian Policy in CanaBarcCanadianand First N&ons alike

bask in the warm glow of camaraderie and mutual respect. Some unknown light source

18 Theworddtipiez | f 82 &LIStf SR aiSSLISSés (K2dAK) 6ZEB8RAAPONTFTHONE FTRBYSHYE HLHA2VE2NB2QHRE Y
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illuminates Native art in the backgrounda shining sun, a man on horseback, another
hunting on foot scenes of the bounty and wonder of life in Canada. In dneground,

a healthy, weldressed group of Native Canadians reclines in comfort and safety,
leisurely smoking pipes, and seated around a wealth of plentiful provisions. Blankets lie
neatly stacked, alongside bulging sacks of grain, adorned with mapleslesymbol of

national cohesion and state authority.

Guns, gunpowder, and ‘tomahawks' sit in the center of the circle, untouched. The large

02E 2F 3Jdzyda A& f1+106SftSR GLYRALFLY [/ 2YYA&daArzy.
American scene, the govarment isgivingguns to First Nations, without concern. As the

Native art illustrates this is a land where weapons are uséa hunt game not

brandished in war and conflict. This is clearly a peaceful meeting, and no one in
attendance appears troubled the presence of so many weapons. Instead, the calm

gaze of most of the group is directed at a European, or possibly Métian in the

center of the group, unfurling a warhooking blanket for their appraisal. A few
Europeans, one in full militagyniform, oversee the scene, and a Native Chief holds up a

hand, as if in approval. And unlike in the American scene, there is not a drop of whiskey

in sight.

19 The termdéMétisé refers to French speaking people of French and Native ancestry.
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In presenting this dramatic transnational contrast, this cartoon draws upon a series of
symbols and i$courses that circulated popularly and politically concerning the
mythologized relationship between Aboriginal peoples and the Canadian state. The
symbols of whiskey, Native art, and guns, are of particular significance within the
historical context of ation-building and national identity construction. For instance,
GKA&A1Se TFTAIA2NBR LINBYAYySyiGfeée gKIFIG aoOK2fl N ¢
YeliKéE 2N GKS aYe Hokse af DiffaliekcBl999)A Th& is dHe &déadhato

the national polie force, the Northwest Mounted Police (NWMbBacefully subdued

potentially tumultuous west with integrity and fairness, eschewing the violence and

deception critics decried in U.S. Indian pofity.

As historian Daniel Francis explains, a considerabtthology sprung up around the
Gaz2zdzy0AS&a¢s gKAOK 3 tbailtldgFTheSdk ofitHe SlaunNddPRliceS Ay

in nation-building is enshrined in a patriotic song, which describes the Mountie mission
Ghdz2NJ YAaaAirzy Aa (2 'sNEmpiteShereReSrainCthel |@mebsT . NJ
savage,/And protect the Pioneer;/And 'tis a proud and daring trust,/To hold these vast

Domains,/With but three hundred Mounted Men,/The Riders of the PlgFr&ancis,

20 This with the exception of the Riel rebellion, which | will discuss at length, and #8d'sb f SR IaA/fef LANBaalaa & ONBZ¢ 6 KAOK /Yyl RAFYy& o

whiskey traders.
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Imaginary Indian1992 62, citing MacBeth, R.®oicing the Plains* S the Mounties'
NREES gta (2 SyF2NOS adaldS AyiSNBada FyR 4L
peopleg K2 KIFR (2. St&e pdln& Zandistently Sisddvantaged First

Nations, and it was the role of the NWMP igaout these national agendas.

Despite sharing similar aims and assumptions with U.S. Indian Policy, Canada’'s Mountie
YeliK2f238 FNIYSR GaNBaliNXAyAy3d fl gfSaa al gt
state and settler use, as a noble and benevolemideavor. Early historians emphasized

the 'miraculous transformation' accomplished by NWMP intervention. A.L. Haydon
OmMdpmH U Of I A Y S Restihkd witnessed fa Sevoyuohldake place within its

borders, a bloodless revolution of the most reméabsla kind. Over thirty thousand

Indians, at war with one another and hostile to the white invasion, had been
transformed into apeacefulcommunity showing every disposition to remaiantented

and law-abidingg 6 C NJ Y- 64 émphasisgnipe). FramingitBh imperialism and
gSailisglr NR SELIyYyarzy |a aGKS 6KAGS Ay@larzy
process taking placeYet Europearolonizers were nonetheless deemed to be entitled

G2 GKS fIFyRO® Ly FF0OGX AlYSRKSARAESSHRE (i v I N

the Mounties who protect them are credited withbringing peace, contentment, and

21 |In fact, in an 1882 Parliamentary discussion, state leaders had argued that European immigration anbuilatiog demanded the further suppression and
containment of Firstd hé BLIA Rf &8 SEGSYRAYy3 aSGiGtSySyida KF@S NBYRSNBR ySO0SaalNE GKS adNBy3i
4th Session, 4th Parliament, 1887)).
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GKS NHzA S 2F flF¢ (G2 F2N¥SNIe& aKz2adAafsSésx
to suppress native rights, combined with state and NW&gBumptions about Aboriginal
racial and cultural inferiority, popular discourse consistently portrayed Canada as a

friend to First Nations.

In contrast to the just, honest, and benevolent Mounted Police, Americans oféza
portrayed in Canadaas bladthirsty cavalrytroopers, predatory whiskey traders, or
unruly settler lynch molxs all peddling destruction and death. This narrative created a
discursive contrast between Canada and the United States, in which Mounties policed
the prairies to keep botlrirst Nationsand white Americansn line. Part of the Mountie
mission was t@revent seltinterested American profiteerfom preying on vulnerable
Native peoples. For instance, an 1874 paintingdy OK I NR . I NNAy 3G 2y
surgeon and amateuartist who accompanied the NorttWest Mounted Police in the
Y2YSy(2dza al NI Kshéw$HWIMP 2nfervemeyto duin out whiskey, and
save Native peoples from the scourge of driRlg(2.6). The image description explains

0 K I in thig pickuBe whikey is being dumped into the Oldman River after the arrest of
the first American bootleggefs | Y R { &rival of tihi€ $ouiities ended the

practice of exchanging buffalo robes for whiskey and established law and order in the
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2 § 4% Daniel Francis etpl Aya GKI G & A @eynyts "Hasthé notib? (K S

0 K | Thebfitssti@siness our Mounted Police did was to stand between the Indians and

the vile creatures who would give them drinkRn N2 6 GKSY 27F & tf (K
(Imaginary Indian1992 68, citing MacBeth). Through such mythaking, the Canadian
aldlrisSQa 26y FOljdzAaAdAdS LIRfAOASE 6SNB  LINI
G/ FyFRAFYyas &aSFNOKAy3 | a S aBoNdced 8J IndignS wS L.

LJ2 f A White shvaager® (Thonpson & Randalb0).

Even while they sharedhe U.S.view of Native peoples as innately inferior and
systematically marginalized them, Canadians condemned their American counterparts
and used these critiques to articulate their own superior version oftevimasculinity

and national identity. Discourses of racial and cultural superiority also meshed well with
Progressive Era values of thrift, modesty, piety, hard work, and moral purity, which were
justas prevalent in Canaé®as in the United States. Itag within this historical context

that an emphasis on the honorable, manly, upstanding conduct of the N\Wd¢Bme

22 Nevitt, Richard Barrington, Canadian (188@bHy 0 ® G CANEG 2 KA &1 S&  LrhIColéctoR éPdrchased T 10T4.740 1115 WrinBps a dzd S

/lwww.glenbow.org/collections/art/1914.cfrcaccessed March 31, 2011>)

23For more on moral reform in this era, see

Valverde, Ma@na. The Age of Light, Soap, and WaMoral Reform in English Canada, 18825, The Canadian Social History Series. Tordmt€lelland &
Stewart, 1991.

—— "A Postcolonial Women's Law? Domestic Violence and the Ontario Liquor Board's "isigllai®501990." Feminist studies=S30, no. 3 (2004666.

——. "Slavery from within'The Invention of Alcoholism and the Question of Free V8i¢ial history22, no. 3 (1997R51.

Backhouse, ConstancBetticoats and PrejudicéVomen andLaw in NineteenttCentury CanadaToronto, Ont., Canad#&ublished for the Osgoode Society by
Women's Press, 1991.

—— Women and the Law in Nineteenth Century Candtienipeg, Man.Faculty of Law, University of Manitoba, 1991.
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meaningful. { 2 (22 RARAGBESZ2YOIRFSO@NI OAIf dzZLJX AT Q

YR GOAGAt AT GARZYE

a2 NI f NB T 2 NI S NBE2OF Nl gYKLAI iySa  camiiddreNSiNtRehism  for
prostitutiont and intemperance usually alcoholism attest to the anxiety of the
+AO0G2NAIY YR tNRINBIAADS 9INI o {SYlIyGaaOl
naturalized the enslavement of nemhite peoples, jus | & a6 KA GS &l @ ISNE
the presumed savagery of nanK A (0 Sa @ ¢KdzAZ Faddlr OKAYy3 a8 KA
slavery or savagery suggested a perversion of the natural order, in which white people

were both free and civilized. This terminologgven when used critically, implicitly
reinforced notions of racial inferiority, and, by extension, the naturalness of
subordinating darkeskinned peoples. Such presumptions were used to justify the
RO yOSYSyil 2F aOA DAt A atthd exgense of dayker skinke8 ¢ g K 7

peoples and throughthe form of the nationstate.

24 One waythis state aim was accomplished was through the system of residential schools for aboriginal youth. As in Australia, the €hildiganous
communities were taken by force or coercion, to be assimilated to European culture, language, and religion, itiaksaleols, where the children were
required to live. Many Aboriginal communities today accurately consider these policies of forced assimilation and Zatistianhistorical theft of culture,
language, and spiritual practices, on the part of thetsi S I YR &2 YS OKdz2NDOKSa @ {OK2t I N 9@ al KR4k GSNI¥a G(KA:
Eva.The House of Differenc€ultural Politics and National Identity in Canatleew YorkRoutledge, 1999). The lastsidential school in Canada onlpsed
in 1998.
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{2 F2NJ /IYIFIRAlFLya (G2 | 00dzaS ! YSNAOlIya 27F «a
suggested that Americans were both uncivilized andQimistian, little better than

G 3Sa¢ YR GaKSIFGKSyaé¢ O Kspyates fridd, asoch . dzil 3
condemnation was complicit with the violence of colonialism, since it implicitly
reinforced ideas about Native savagery and inferiority. Despite seeing First Nations as
lesser peofes, AngleCanadians nonetheless felt proud that their state supposedly

treated them with kindness and care. As Daniel Francis expthsmdpminant national

mythology runs as followsx ®A 8y /[ FyIFRIFIET ¢S aSyid G(KS a2dzy
protect the Indians...[w]e 'know' that the absence of a Wild West in Canada was no
accident of history; it was a result of our moral superiority and the superiority of British

justice as exemplified in the Mounted Poliq®&ational Dreams1997 34). But in fact, it

g a | NBdzZ ofte& GKS adrdaS AGasStT GKI dfroml yI RIQ
As scholars Ninette Kelley and Michael J. Trebilcock expl&lakimg of the Mosaic

During the first ten years of Confederation, the Canadian government succeaded i
acquiring most of the Indian lands between Ontario and British Columbia. According to
the terms of the treaties, the Indians gave up all rights, titles, and privileges they held in
their lands, in return for annuities, reserves, and the right to huntGsown land. The
unfavourable terms of settlement are explained in part by the fact that, in many
instances, the Indians believed they were selling onlytémeporary use of their land in
return for peace and federal assistance when necessarpthers wee compelled to
forgo their land claims, weakened as they were by disease and starvation: @888,
emphasis mine).

In this climate of misinformation andispossessn, it was the role of the NWMP to
carry out state agendas and further the material pess of natiorbuilding through land

acquisition. Historian Hugh Shewell arguesEimough to Keep Them Aljvé 9 dzNER
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Canadian civilizatiorg liberal democratic capitalisng has laid waste to aboriginal
LIS2 L)X Sa I yR K82\ Moulatrpdlicasis the agents of then dominant
state agenda, entrusted with the task of carrying out policies of dispossession and
displacement, segregation and forced cultural assimilation. Astdhe Mounties have
been consistently portrayed as kindly protectorsndfas Daniel Francis explaingth
repetition, national mythsecometrue (1997). The continuous replication of tales of
Mountie honor and heroism made up part of the symbolic process of ndiiolaing,

such that these myths became interwoven with trabffic of national identity. And as

with articulations of Canadian superiority, the specter of American aggression was also

mythologized and repeated, particularly in popular culture of this era.

Probably the most damning Canadian critique of U.S. inéfalicy comes in another

1891 political cartoon, this one from tHeominion lllustrated Toronto), which depicts

the Battle of Wounded Kne@ig. 2.7. This cartoon uses American violence as a means

of creating a sense of Canadianness. The image dyptdtiques the disjuncture

between the stated American values of freedom and justice and the brutal treatment of
brGAGS ! YSNAOIyao® LNRYAOIffe GAGfSR be¢KS
Uncle Sam in migroclamation, as he makes a grandiagesture toward a scene in the
background.  The disturbing tableau depicts Native Americans being brutally
slaughtered by white American troops. The cartoon's-caption reads "Uncle Sam

We hold that life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are thigerent rights of every
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YIEYH O0KO®E ¢tKS OFNI22y LINBaSyida I /IylFRAL
to uphold universal human rights, even while engaging in racial violence. If the
juxtaposition within the image does not drive the point hontke question mark in

brackets at the end of the sentence should. Theyklted punctuation forces viewers

to ask how white Americans could claim to uphold the rightswary man even as they

deprived Native Americans of the basic right to life, notrtention liberty or the pursuit

of happiness.

And yet this cartoon is doubly ironic, for Canadians were equally guilty of such
hypocrisy. The cartoon openly invites viewers to question stated American values, even

while it works to ameliorate contradi@iya o6Si6SSy /Iyl RIFIQa 2FFAC
policies. For even as they derided the United States for its treatment of Native
Americans, Angl€anadians systematically oppressed and displaced First Nations in
Western Canada to further their own 'divimaission' of making way for European
settlement. As one Toronto publication exhorted in 183he same year as the

Wounded Knee massacre Canadians so hotly condemi{@tis is God's heritage for

our children, and we must go up and possess the land forLowd and Christ" (32}

Visual culture was used to bolster support for natlamilding policies, as well as to

25 FromJohn McLeam his chapter entitled "Christianity and the Red Race"lnifians, Their Customs, and Their Mann@®8&8Q 320). To clear up any
FYoATIdAGesr GKS FdziK2NRa ylFYS A& fAZ03RSRAEAI aWRWYKWIOBSOY Sl X§ dMppaz2| 2 odzi 27FF
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YFE1S yIFIaA2y It YeldKa aiNHzS¢ GKNRdAdzZAK NBLISGA
Il YSNAOI Fa be¢KS DNBFGSad todnieked gn ag yhpli@tl NI K X
sense of Canadian superiority. Even as it presents a valid critiguemefican
exceptionalismthe cartoon uncritically reinforces a sensednadian exceptionalism

by reiterating the time-worn trope that Canadian treatment dNative peoples was

relatively humane.

What is more,in yet another layer of ironyAy O2YRSYYAy3 | YSNA Ol Q:
Canadians were not creating an original critiquather they were echoing the critiques

of progressive and antacist Americans af K SANJ aidl §SQa GNBFGdYSyi
As an 1891 article from thdorth Dakota Churchmameprinted in theChurch Guardian

(Montreal), argued {i]t is impossible to speak of our last 'Indian War' with equanimity.

From whatever point of view we dk at it, it bristles with the thorns of a righteous
indignation. It is a shame to America that with the liberal disposition of the government

and people towards these Indians, so much just complaint as to their treatment should

S E A*4 dahadian natiofaA aGa O2yRSYYSR ! YSNA O Qo LRfAOD
their delight, so too did some Americans. For instamtkeS. critics such as Helen Hunt
Jackson...held up Canada in her bdokentury of Dishon¢t884) as an example for the

United StatestS Y dzt | (1 S¢ 0 RaKdlly 208220y Sane Canadian nationalists

26 Reprinted as follows: "The Indian Troubles in the UlBe'Church guardiad2, no. 36 (1891): Montreal, Quebec: L.H. Davidson. 3.
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used American critiques of U.S. policy, and/or lauding of Canadian policy to bolster their
uncritical elevation of Canadian Indian policy, despite the relative similarity of both
& 0 I weStivdpd expansion. As théorth Dakota Churchmapiece went on to argue

di]t is a shame that the fearful scenes of Wounded Knee, should ever have been

ASSYyood¢KI i GKS LYRAlIya KIFIgS INASOlIyOSa Of

Yet, as we shall see, Canadians deniesl gnevances of First Nations, even as they
derided white AmericansThe 1891 Wounded Knee cartoon is also particularly strident
in its critique of Americans because the Native American victims of military aggression
are unarmed. What is more, upon closgamination, it becomes clear that the victims
are all women and children. Near the front of the frame, a woman lies next to a dead
child, and slightly to the left and back of her, a child cries on the body of its dead
mother. In the background are agaihe tipis of a village symbolizing that this is not
some battlefield, but rather a domestic spacaleally a site of peaceful daily village life.
Choosing to portray the Sioux victims exclusively as women and children represents a
meaningful editorial chice on the part of the cartoonistand arguably an ironic one,
giventhe Canadian governmefX@eglect of the Sioux refugees (also mainly women and
children) had forced them to return to the United States a decade earlier, in 1881, to

escape the cold andumger they suffered in Canada.

Native Resistance and Critiques of State Violence
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While Canadian popular culture largely emphasized dramatic U.S. Indian Wars, the
North Dakota Churchmaarticle thoughtfully condemned these more subtle forms of

state vidence and deprivation. The 1891 article went on to argue :tliato | 6 f f 0 K S
evidence goes to show that after penning these Indians on a reservation, and so
depriving them of their ancient dependence, we fail to either feed and clothe them
decently, or to m&e them selsupporting. One army officer says that if he were an

Indian knowing what he knows of the wrongs they have suffered, he would kill every

GKAGS YIy KS *ASSiGa 2y aAraakKiaé

And some Native Americans did indeed resist violently. But this wastkorg of a
double-bind, for as Reginald Horsman explains, in the United Stdessre for land led

white Americans to further portray Native peoples as savage. Horsman explains that
GLYRALFY NBaAraildlyoOoS G2 G§KS NI L#AcBnddmbitidn® LINA |- {
FdzNI KSNJ & &S YA K dafbyyevoitihg@gams$ their unjust mrentinent,

Native Americans were arguably acting upon the most American of impulses. By

fighting againstolonial incursions upon their land and liberty, Native Aicens were

27 "The Indian Troubles in the U.Sihe Church guardiari2, no. 36 (1891): MontreaQuebec: L.H. Davidson.13. a4 K2dzZ R y2(S GKIFG 6KAtS ONRGA
GNBFGYSYyld 2F bl GAGBS ! YSNAOIyYyas GKS FNIAOES adAaft NiBek praghessodatds siRigation | 6 2 dzii NI C
should be so sadl KAY RSNBRE @ / KdZNDKS& O2dzZf R 6S SAGKSNI ONRGAOIf 2 NbokaddeltbedarNIi A @S 2 F &
support of a divine mission to conquer the land for the monarch and god, or towards more progressivacatterds. As with discourses about slavery,
where scriptural interpretations were used to justify both pslavery and abolitionist agendas, religious discourse is a tool that can be interpreted in

progressive or hegemonic ways.
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resistingin terms that weredeeplyresonant with dominant American values. Yet even
if such revolt against injustice was considered legitimate when undertaken by white
mem G 0 KS YAAUGNBIGYSYld 2F LYRAFYya gfttieir Ay ONBI

AYTFSNR2NR:2@®E 61 2NAY I Y

In Canada too, the grievances of First Nations weréedgimated by presumed Native
inferiority.  Aboriginal peoples were considered childlike and in need of state
paternalism, which justifiedthe use of state authaty and force in ways that

consistently denied sovereignty and sd#termination. Articulating views of First

I'dal

blIridA2ya a ¢gKIG 2yS wSOSNBYR al O. SGK OFff
64) allowed statdeaders to act as though they were repeesing First Nations' best
interests when they denied Aboriginal rights to suffrage,-gelfernment, control of

land, and religious freedom. As Daniel Francis explains, professional historians also
colluded in promoting this paternalistic perspectivedamdermining Native resistance
GOS8 NIASNI KAAUZ2NAFYAPDPPRAR y20G | RYAOGD GKI G

FLIJSGAGSasY yR KSe F2f{f26SR GKSYé odcpuod

In the late nineteenth century, AngiBanad 'y SELJ y & A 2 ydestitydof f | dzR S
ElBf A&AK /I yFrRFE Ay (KS 2 Speakihg Mtig, & miXdd Rrenotdzf SR (
and Native ancestry (Kelley & Trebilcock, 1968). Louis Riel had originally led a

rebellion of the Metis in 1869 applying sufficient political pressure to force John A.
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Macdonald to meet most Mtis demands, culminating in th#&anitoba Act(1870)

Fifteen years later, anothegovernmentled by Macdonaldefused to recognize Btis

land rights in Saskatchewan, and &tld alliance and further rebellion, again led by Riel,
was crushed. In a controversial decision, Riel was hanged for treason, enshrining him as

a FrenchCanadian martyr and symbol of Anglo hegemony.

Two 1885 political cartoons, one from an English language newspaper, the other from a
French one, respond MRAFFSNByYy (G sl e&a G2 wasStoa SESOM
indigenous resistance and land rights. The cartoons both depict First Nations peoples
0SAYy3a LIWMzZAKSR 2FF || OfATF o0& (GKS IR@GFryOS 27
which appeared imThe Toronto Evening Newsa June 20, shows four Native Canadians

at the edge of a steep precipice, overlooking the Pacific Ocemn2.8). They look

behind them in alarm at an advancing mass of white settlers, and an approaching train.
Acloudofsmok& NBY GKS GNIAYyUEd OKAYYySe NBIRa G/ A(
leading the large group of white settlers is Sir John A. Macdonattb menacingly

waves a club in their faces. The caption below the image reads "What it must come to

(With the Enbl2  OKY Sy i 2 7F /| A @dapfiokh tehds, ACGHigefSIrédohn AL K S & d:
Macdonald] Here, you copper colored gentlemen, no loafing allowed, you must either

work or jump".
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TheChurch Guardiaarticle would later critique American state violence aginative
peoples on the basis thaGeneral[William TecumsehSherman says in substance 'the
Indiansmustwork or be annihilated"(1891: 3) And it is clear that the Canadian state

had a very similar stance, which dovetailed with dominant views ofvBlgieoples as

lazy and indigent, such as those promoted by J.S. Woodsworth. These discourses were
transnational. The cartoon shows Native peoples in Canada being given the very same
dzf GA Yl Gdzy | GG NR o dziwBrRor pefish Bl &hdthél ayfd@riafromddd A O @
same year turned the idea of state entittement on its head, to critique state
encroachment and oppression. These tropes of nabailding could also be invoked
critically, as in a related political thedn in the Frenchanguage publicadn, Le Canard

on July 18, 1885. The second image is largely idembighE first, only the settlers are
aK2gy Y2@0Ay3 SlFadgl NRZI FTYyR NIOGKSNI GKIy

bAYYAINIgHAY.2YE O

But more importantly, in this critical etation, Macdonald is standing on the dead
bodies of Métis and on a crumpled French flagymbolizing quashed Aboriginal
resistance and Francophone rights. The caption of the second cartoon reads "StR JOHN
(standing on the Métis and the French flaggt's go, savage gents. You have reached
the end of my territory. You must either jump into the Pacific, or work with the rest of
the settlers. Choose" (translation mine). Contrary to dominant popular portrayals of

the Canadian state as benevolent, as H&jtewell explains ikEnough to Keep them
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Aivea 6 KS mMyyp wASt wSoSttAzy NBGSIESR | UL
Indians onto their reserves...out of frustration and impatience at their stubborn
reluctance to embrace a new social and ¥c® YA O 200R BNJR4thewothan the
0SYyS@2ft SyOS LE2NINIY&SR Ay AYIF3IS& O2yUGNXalAy
had become a tool for subjugating Indians, The government was using it to force the
treatied back onto the reserves and toake the taking of treaty seem a better choice

0KIYy Kdzy 3SNE:70.{ KSgStt>X wnnn

Lynching and National Whiteness

Asthey didwith Native peoplesCanadians characterized their state's relationship with
Africandescended peoples gzacific and paternal And as with the portrayal of U.S.
Indian Wars, Canadians cited the spectacle of {iestonstruction era violence against
African Americans as evidence of their superior brand of British imperial masculinity.
Despite harboring similar views of Native pégp and Africardescended peoples as
their white American brethren, Canadians cited the violence of their American
neighbors to bolstettheir own national exceptionalism, and their specific whiteness,
civilization, and masculinity. We have already seerirggals of the United States as a
nation of lynchers in the images of American westward expamsgpecifically in the

My gy LIRfTAGAOLIET OFNI22Yy awkO]l [/ IydzO1l ULRAYI
Canada and the United Statdsd. 2.3.
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Three years latethe Montreal Daily Stgran Englishlanguage newspaper published in

Montreal, featured a far more damning depiction of lynching in America, this one
explicitly racializedRig.2.10). Thel901limage shows Uncle Sam about to burn a black

man to death. Rendered in blackface style, the frightened man is chained taka,st

wood piled around him. A wickedlrinning Uncle Sam dances around in bloodthirsty

glee, a can of flammable liquid in his left hand, a torch in his right. A shotgun liee on
IANRdzyR ySINbeo 'y OtftS {IY 4SIENA | fI NBHS o
GKS 62NI Roé Ly GKS oFO13INRBdzyR | NB LAOGd
unfortunate victims, two of them women (as indicated by their dress), dangjfelgss

from trees.

As in the 1891 Wounded Knee cartoon, portrayals of violence against women of color
were used to further highlight the racism and brutality of Canada's southern neighbors
fellow white men, and colonial competitors. TH01 O NIi 22y Qa dsQl LJG A 2
Gb! ¢Lhb![ {thwt¢o IS Oty 6S o6SIFGSy |G et OK
20KSN) aLR2NI=z odz2i K2fRa GKS ¢2NIRYa OKIF YLRA
suggesting that racialized violence was a preeminent American pastime, which
enlightered Canadians condemned, Canadian nationalists could uncritically reinforce a
belief in their own exceptionalism, even as they systematically excluded African

Americans from both the imagined community and the natstate. Yet within this
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colonial contestthese visual images and other nationalist narratives were used to form
the symbolic base upon which AngBanadians could articulate competing white

masculinities.

One of Canada's most dominant and enduring national narraticescerned the
Undergrourd Railroad. As in thédealizedrelationship imaged between the white
Canadian natiorstate and First Nations, Canadians claimed to be far more just,
benevolent, and tolerant than their American brethrenthmeir dealings with African
descended peoples.In their claims to superior British imperial whiteness, Anglo
Canadian nationalists cited the British abolition of slavery in 1834, and the subsequent
legacy of the Underground Railroadn this narrative, it was Canada&aot America

that was the land of lierty, opportunity, and equality. Eliding Canada's own history of
slavery, this dominant narrative stressed the fact that slaves had fled American

oppression to find freedom in the British Dominion.

For instance, an 1852 poem by Joshua McCarter Simps8a0my Tc v~ a! g1l &

I yItRIS&E G2 GKS GdzyS 2F ahd {dzal yyl KHé | yR
Underground Railroad literally sung Canada's praisas a place of freedom, albeit a

G022t R I yR. Thaféenisibgenirg yefses read

I'm onmy way to Canada,
That cold and dreary land;
The dire effects of slavery,
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| can no longer stand.

My soul is vexed within me so,

To think that I'm a slave;

I've now resolved to strike the blow
For freedom or the grave.

O righteous Father,
Wilt thou not pity me?
And aid me on to Canada where colored men are free.

¢KS LRNINYert 2F /FYFRF Fa GKS LXFOS aoKSN
context of antebellum America, though the reality was somewhat more complicated. Of
course, runaway slaves coaulknd often did also find freedom in U.S. free states.
Similarly, when fugitives did come to Canada, their reception was often far from
welcoming® Yet, the perception of Canada as a place of freedom endured well after
the abolition of slavery in NorthrAerica, and was incorporated into the state's founding
mythology. And later, during the context of natibailding, American popular cultural
portrayals of Canada as more harmonious and less racist could be easily invoked by
Canadian nationalists, as egitte of their superior white masculinity. Other lines also
resonate with Canadian national mythology, explicitly referencing Canada's Britishness
and reputation as a land of peace&ommingling in the portrayal of Queen Victoria as

benevolent maternal figue:

| heard Victoria plainly say,

If we would all forsake

Our native land of slavery,

And come across the Lake

That she was standing on the shore,

28 For more on the reception dkfrican Americans in Canada, s&bepard, R. Bruc®eemed Unsuitable: Blacks from Oklahoma Move to the Canadian Prairies

in Search of Equality in the Early 20th Century Only to Find Racism in Their NewW étomte, OntarioUmbrella Press, 1997.
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With arms extended wide,
To give us all a peaceful home,
Beyond the rolling tide.

Citing American popular tture to reinforce their own elevated national mythology,
AngloCanadian nationalists articulated claims to superior British masculinity, and the
gualities of justice, benevolence, and tolerance that characterized this alternate
articulation of nationalistvhiteness and masculinity. And while this poem was written

in a very different historical moment from the natidruilding era it preceded, its legacy
y2i 2yfteé SyYRdZNBRX o0dzi ¢l a AyO2NLI2NI 4GSR
course, by the late 18 and early 1900s, when natimilding was underway,
Americans had also abolished slavery, but as Canadians emphasized, it had taken them a
bloody Civil War to do so. Thus in the Canadian nationalist narrative, even the process
of emancipation reinforce the dominant view of Americans as unruly and quick to pick

up armg while in Canada, the light of British justice and wisdom peacefully prevailed,
and slavery simply vanishedpparently with such rapidity that this history was quickly
forgotten?® This slert and spurious historical memory in turn allowed nationalists such

as Agnes Laut to make bombastic claims, suchias!l yIF R Kl a | f gl &4
claims that strategic comparisons to the adjacent white man's country were used to

bear out.

29 For more on the short historical memory of slavery in Canada; ¥éieks, Robin WThe Blacks in CanadA History 2nd ed. Montreal McGillQueens

University Press, 1997.
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The themeof American violence also saturates the printed content that accompanies

G[ ey OKAY3 OKIYLAZ2ya 27F (KSStaspgagefiRe O N
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5 St A 3K U &alyg celébratddtiBefays of lynching. Its name is probably a satirical
play on the title of the antlynching tract,Southern Horrors. Lynch Law in All Its Phases
(1892), published by prominent activist, journalist, and editor, Ida B. \#ell$he

poem'ssecond and fourth stanzas read

And don't forget the matches,
For, if we miss the black,

We'll scare up some excitement
And burn his mother's shack.
The wretch may not be guilty,
But for old custom's sake,

We can't call off the barbecue
Till [sic] a niger's at the stake.

Put strong drink in the pocket flask,
To oil your father's rage;

Those niggerfests are wearing

On one of father's age.

And his poor old head goes reeling
And his poor old fingers ache
Through pinching red hot tibits
From the nigger tathe stake

Through its fawcelebratory depiction of lynching as a sadistic form of entertainment,
the poem presents white American lynch mobs as cowardly, drunken buffodegoid
of the mostamanly€ and elevated qualities akivilized white men namely seltcontrol,

sobriety, and respect for law and justice. But in its critique of lynching as a cruel form of

30C2NJ aS00GA2ya 2 FWellsBdrriets Ida B, N TiradiérHarBae el Yorks of Ida B. WelBarnett New YorkOxford University Press. 1991.

174



racial terror, designed to maintain racial inequality and perpetuate the legacy of slavery,
well-after it abolition, the poem echoes African amdbrthern U.S. critiques of the
American south. This makeegrfect sense, since this poem had previously run in the
Detroit Journal In many regards, discourses of Northern superiority and condescension

towards the south are much like Canadian exceptisnal minus its British inflectior’s

{2 SaalSyidArlrttes GKA& G/ FYFRAFLYE yLaA2YylFtAa

and progressive white American critiques, gussied up to serve nhtidding agendas.
Borrowed from a U.S. context, this poetakes on very different meaning when-re
printed in aCanadiannewspaper, alongside a political cartoon accusing not goste
Americans but insteadAmerica as anationt of being the lynching champions of the
world® 2 KAfS GKS GAGf S pbes2rdatekegiddpecifcSitiqua, khé & ¢
nationalist appropriation of the poem is used to give Canadians-apdg the symbolic

realm of the colonial contest between white men's countries.

31As in Canada, many northern states have cited racism and lynching in the south to detract attention away from their cevngpiobistory. Many northern

cities had race rits, including New York and Chicago, but like Canadians, northerners felt their shortcomings paled in comparison to tutkernéss.

AY

Wells also cleverly exploited this noriouth rivalry to galvanize adlynching sentiment. ISouthern Horrorswef & g NA (1S& GKF G aGKS / 2YYSNDA|
dzy RSNJ §KS KSIFIR 2F Wa2NB wl LIS&Z a2 NBhe yrehin® &f thyed Regro stoumifels agioided Mloy dsPatctied fromnK S T2 t 2 ¢
Anniston, Ala., for a brutal outrage S dzZLIK S YA &4 YFANII SR BB |+ 6KAGS 62YLy gAfft 0S8 | GSEG F2N Ydz
b2NIKSNY ySgalLl LISNAE @ ¢CK2dzaK & 28ffta SELXIAYAT (KSHNWBAYGE SLING2G80EA SR (g2l &R SiTK

of whitewomeg/ 6& o6ftFO1 YSysz IyR adldAy3 (KIG aoy82GKAYy3I o6dzi GKS YandBeasiaN® Y LIG =
©&dA 08 LINRLISYyaArirASaE 2F (KS bS3INRB NI OS¢ 60HOD
32 It was in part the strategy of national shaming on an internationall¢vat Welk and other antilynching activists relied on to call attention to and end

lynching. Wells decried lynching as a national shame in her tours and talks.
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Unflattering stereotypes of the American South helped Canadiauild their national

identity. Many Canadian racial nationalists saw their state as the precise opposite of
GKAA ySAFIGAGS LRNINrelf 2F ff GKAYy3Ia dazo
was ugd as evidence of the robupurity of its people and by extension, its models of

white masculinity. LY GKA& &aSyaSz /IylFIRFEQa FNBYGASNI
AyiaSyasS GKI Sbcial DaSviikt (eaQ dvebe used to present Canada as an
inhospitable land, where only the most hardy and resourcefull¢dhrive. As Carl

. SNH S NJ $tfhée Jidjectivgé &na@rtheen' came to symbolize energy, strength,-self
reliance, health, and purity, and its opposite, 'southern," was equated with decay and
effeminacy, even libertinism and disedse 6 m ¢ 1. mSNmilalyH @ iDaniel Francis

explains inNational Dreamg1997), the north was also mythologized @nducive to

freedom and a love of liberty Perhaps this was an effort to counter American
revolutionary and republican exceptionalism. In any case, Frandigirxphat Canada

was seen aa land of progresswhile the south was believed to bresthgnancy an@n
unprogressive spiri{130-131). To some extent, Canadians leveraged these ideas of

southern inferiority to apply to America in general.

Anti-RacistAmerican Critiques

la gAOK | OOdzal GA2ya 2F aGoKAGS al g ASNEBEE Ay
condemnation of U.S. Republican whiteness, masculinity, and civilization, resonates with
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antiktNI OA&ad ! YSNAOFyaQ 24y QON D BotzSvidtes thhFhe G K S A N
G{2dzf a 27F:4xKBES KEBIST &4SSy > &2dz FyR LI OA(e
ungovernable lust of blood; mad with murder, destroying, killing, and cursing; torturing

human victims because somebody accused of ctiagpened to be of the same color

as the mob's innocent victims and because that color was not white! We have seen

Merciful God! in these wild days and in the name of Civilization, Justice, and
Motherhoodt what have we not seen, right here in America, ofgygr cruelty,
OFNDIFNARAYSE YR YdzZNRSN) R2y S (2 24SDuBbisy R 62 Y
crafted his critique of lynching in terms of stated American values and claims to superior
OAGATAT I GAZ2Y @ | § KSt R dzLJ ! YSNJaGtaadilR2 YA Y |

his demands for racial equality.

Similarly, in her international campaign against lynching, lda B. Wells highlighted the
gaping disjuncture between stated American ideals of freedom and liberty, as they
coexisted alongside brutal forms odigial oppression. Wells attacked white American
masculinity, arguing that lynching was a cowardly, unmanly act, which debased America

as a nation. I'Southern Horrois 2 St f a4 | NHdzSR GKI & NI LIS OKIE @
some of the most heinous crimesahever stained the history of a country, [and that]

the South is shielding itself behind the plausible screen of defending the honor of its

g2 Y S BED 2Sftfa tFrYSYGadSR auKS RSOFe 2F Yly

OKNRdzZAK (GKSANI dRl AlK NRY 20 ANBANA VAR 2F2Xy 3T 2y
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have reached the unprecedented low level; the awful criminal depravity of substituting
0KS Y206 F2N K@) S@wdiwliCanadiaR colddmbtiéns of lynching
directly echoed those leveled by Afric@merican critics a glaring difference was that
African Americans sought to achieve social justice and civil Tightber than to serve a
different nationbuilding project by parading a competing version of white masculinity

and superior model of raciaequality.

LY RRAGAZ2Y G2 GKS feyOKSNER (GKSYaSft@gSazr LR
gl fdzSa (G2 O2yRSYYy GK2aS O02YLX AOAG sAGK f &
GKdza KSR GKS @2A0S 2F LINBaa | ywhoultmWLirlly Ry
2T f 4(80% MBIB Went to question the manliness, honor, and Christianity, of idle

' YSNAOlIY 2yft221SNAZ FNHdzZAYy3a GKIFIG awYB8SYy 6K
Christian character, for moral and physical courage, forotienm to the principles of

equal and exact justice to all, and for great sagacity, stand as cowards who fear to open
GKSAN) Y2dziKa o0S7T2N3I). Thks) with thésE tondenthationsllof3 S €

' YSNAOIY YlIyftAySaa |yR K2y 2BPR{KEINEBEREBEFSK &
lynching advocates, such as South Carolina Governor, Ben Tillman, in his 1907 speech
0STF2NBE /2y3INBaao CAfEfYlIYyQa FKSr20m2 dafLBS StOXKI>
mob to lynch any man, black or white, who had ravished a woman, Blatk & Kvagi S ¢

put on trial on the international stage, against plentiful evidence that racial terror was
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used not to avenge alleged rape cases, as Tillman and others claitmgdrather to

guash AfricatAmericandemands for justice.

Wells discusses thslipperiness of the rape defense 8outhern Horrorsnoting that
GoYBSY K23 fA1S D2OSNYy2N) ¢AffYlIy> adl NI 0
are powerless to stop it when drunken or criminal white toughs feel like hanging an
Afro-American2 y | y & (BINBAnG eetianly the fear of racial equality bled
GKNRdzZIK Ay ¢Aff Yl yQAas @iked SubekdronmentSnthe 8&ith,S E K 2 N.
surrounded, and in a very large number of counties and in two States outnumbered, by

the negroes engulfed, as it were, in a black flood of sdparbariansp®® The truth of

the matter emerged further still when Tillman admittedt wes Georganized the
5SY2O0NI GAO LI NIe& gAGK 2yS LYyl YR 2yfe

countyandwh 4 S YSy Ydzad 3208SNYy AdoQ £y RSNI GKI G

la w20y 2AS3AYlLY | NBHdAZSSaA Ay adNE KBS Yglik2¥E BT

2POSNBKSE YAyTIte &z2dzi KSNY 1885:05)yaat3n 1002, th8 Yy F NI Y

330n January 21, 1907, Tillman defended the disenfranchisement of African Americamsaddeébate with Wisconsin Senator John Coit Spooner.
<www.assumption.edu/users/mcclymer/us%20survey/Tillman1907.html>
341n his speech, Tillman also statédL. KSNB RSOf I N8B (GKFG AF GKS $sKAGS YSy 27F {bearfokced/ddwNBut Ayl KIFR 08
throats at the point of the bayonet and submit to the reconstruction acts which had thrust the ballot into the hands @fnigand debased negroes, slaves
five years before, and only two or three generations removed from the baxbanf Africa, the state of South Carolinad&y would be a howling wilderness,
a second Santo Domingo. It took the State fifteen years to recover and begin to move forward again along the paths aheevalag progress; and in
consequence of the whitenen interpreting the word 'liberty' to mean the liberty of white people and not the license of black ones, the Statais itothe

GSNE @l y3dzd NR 2F a42dz2i KSNY LINRINBia¢o
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yearastheStaQ & YyOKA Y3 OF Ni22y NIy al!frFol Yl FaaSsSy
to disfranchise the states' African American voters. Some at the convention urged that

the new constitution protect blacks from lynching in exchange for giving up the right to

vote. Thonas Goode Jones, who had stood up to Birmingham mobs as a colonel in the
Alabama National Guard, spoke forcefully on behalf of a constitutional measure against
feYyOKAYIE ampmRABLESHI NPNRLIR2YSyia 2F feyoOK.
as a natiral outcome of the white male duty to protect white womenn his 1907

speech before Congress,A f f YI'y | f a2 | NHdzSR GKIFI{i Gwi6KS
AY | aard® AR SBA RSB ARSIHEAT S gKmrasSl 62YSy
am conerned the [alleged black male rapjshas put himself outside the pale of the

law, human and divine....Civilization peels off us [white men]...and we revert to

GKSOPOPDAYLIzZf 8 S&pdpdpiz UlAffH 1AfEfH YAffHUE

Ly a¢KS { 2dzf,Du BoiFesporda tb Bichi@ypiofjosaents like Tillman who
invoked the protection of white femininity (and white privilege in general) as a
justification for lynching, writingg £ SG G KS YdzZNRSNBNJ 6S o6f O] 2

violator of womanhood have a drop of Negro bloahd the righteousness of the

35(96)Wiegman, Robyrmmerican anatomiegheorizing race and gendeDurham DukeUniversity Press. 1995.

¢CKS FdzAf f GSEQG T NEBOEBRA {FINIYIEE LA LSS OO yAGS NY SR KS KF & Lidzi KAYaStF 2dzidaARS GKS LI ¢
Ghost. He has invaded the holy of holies. He has struck ciafizatblow, the most deadly and cruel that the imagination can conceive. It is idle to reason
about it; it is idle to preach about it. Our brains reel under the staggering blow and hot blood surges to the heaati@ivileels off us, any and all of us

who are men, and we revert to the original savage type whose impulses under any and all such circumstances has always|bgehfoH (At ftH 1 Aff HQ¢
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AYRAIYLFGAZ2Y & 6255 Ribin Wikgthangagys Rnerican Anatomies

that, in his idealization of white womanhood, Tillman framethite women as an

GSYotSY 2F GKS {1SSLISNI 2F (GKS |Sdaeh Gast 2 F
GKSYasSt gSa |a GKS LINGS(9§ apairsNBe supFoseDthrgak df A T | (0 A

A

black men.! & ¢S &SS Ay C¢Aff Yl VAGHX23 RS GKNI LIEK ARSS
permitted white men to revert to a savage, uncivilized state which was csgafly the

status quo for black meff. White men reverted from civilization when faced with the
LINAYAGADPS dzZNHS (2 RSTSYR 6KAGS ¢2YiSheQa LldzN
GSNE GOAQGATtATIFGAR2YyéE 2Stfa | yR 5tdOfcodrked | NH dz
the real threat was of racial equality, and lynching was a form of terror, designed to
YEAYOGFAY 6KAGS adzLINBYI| Oe@ Ay GKS g1 1S 27
corresponding fears about the loss of powerBut nevertheless,such prominent

arguments in defense of lynching forced ahtnching activists to respond accordingly.

Thus, these conflicting versions of white masculinity and civilizatiihman's and

Wells' were put on trial on the world stageCritics in the United States and abroad

condemned lynching and American complicity as a national shamd a debasement

36 Wellsmentioned Tillmanby namein Southern Horrorswvhen commenting on the inconsistency with which chasgef rape were punished, depending on the
raceof accuser and accused:D2 @GSNy 2NJ ¢At € YIys 2F {2dz2iK /I NRtAYFZ Ay GKS Y2yiK -2F WdzySz ai
Americans were hung last year, declared that he would leadk tm lynch a negro who raped a white woman. So say the pulpits, officials and newspapers of
the South. But when the victim is a colored woman it is different. Last winter in Baltimore, Md., three white ruffiangeaisaaviss Camphor, a young Afro
Amertican girl, while out walking with a young man of her own race. They held her escort and oJirageabed]the girl. It was a deed dastardly enough to
arouse Southern blood, which gives its horror of rape as excuse for lawlessness, but she wasAamreAdan. The case went to the courts, an Afnmerican
tF38SN) RSFSYRSR (KS YSy FyR (KSe& 6SNB | OljdAadiSRE ®
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2T GKAOGS Yl aodzZ AyaAdeoo Il g NB 2F GKA&a O2f
Ida B.Wells cleverly used this strategy of national shaming as a tool to call attetiation

and thus to end this racial terrdf. In doing so, Wells invoked ideas of whiteness and
manliness very similar to those touted by Canadiaemphasizing justice and the rule

of lawt albeit to very different, and much more subversive, ends.

Appropriatng AntiRacistAmerican Critiques

Ly O2y i Nlmon radical agighéhingiddcoursd, I Yy RIF Qa R2YAY Ll yi
condemnation of American manliness and civilization was even more apparent in a

news report that ran alongside the cartoon and poe CKS{ARIBIO: ST wSO
lists the lynchings that occurred across American within the six days prior. It: reads
Gw26y ¢dSarRre 2F ftlad 6881 + Y206 |G 5SEGSH
day a mob at Pierce City, Mo., hanged two negroneither of whom was even

supposed to be guilty of the assault that had been committed. Then the mob drove all
negroes out of the town and burned their home [sic]. One old man was burned to death

Ay KAa K2dzaSog I F3GSNJI S ysdaveS aticlé soyichidesi S @S NI f
sounding for all the world like Du Boigt dhét & the lynching record for only six days in

the United States. If such a series of race atrocities occurred in Armenia, the civilized

37C2NJ Y2NB 2y 2Sft Qa f Bakt dyBR, andhidda Bigerdads fora)d&ie: THe Autobidgraphy of Ida B. Watlisag: University
of Chicago Press, 1970.

182



world would be discussing the duty of overthrowgi the barbarous Turkish rule and
establishing a reign of law. Yet the United States claims the respect of the world as one
of its most civilized nations. Where is this insanity to lead us? What is to be the end of
it? Slavery itself hardly representedmore alarming problem than does this ferocious

craze for hanging and burning negraes

Originally printed in theBuffalo Expressirom Buffalo, New York, this article also calls

white American masculinity and civilization into question. As with thieero antk

lynching media in the newspaper, this is a largely imported critique which resonates

with African American attacks on racial terror and violence, including that of Du Bois in

0KS a{2dzAf & 2F 2KAUGS C2ft ] d¢ 8l @ritiques. By2 2 & 0 :
TN YAy3 feyOKAY3d |a LINI 2F az2yS RAaGAyOl
y' S 3 NRh® &adicke presents lynching as the result of American character defects,

rather than a result of racial inequality more broadly.

By contast, Du Bois framed his critique of lynching and racism in terms of a larger
critigue of imperialism in general, araf American imperialism in particular. Du Bois
writess d @082y OSAOPS GKA&a Yyl OA2y>S 2F ff KdzYly L
W2t R {FFS F2NJ 55Y20N} O& QH /'Ly @&2dz AYl 3A
Turkish atrocities in Armenia, while the Turks are silent about mobs in Chicago and St.

Louis; what is Louvain compared with Memphis, Waco, Washington, Dyersburg, and
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Estill Spk y 3 d.iKesWells, Du Bois also framed the prevalence of lynching in this era in
terms of the jarring hypocrisy between the bombastic claims of American
exceptionalismm to uphold liberty, freedom, justice, and equality at home and abmad
and calls into gestion the duplicity of this discourse, given the preponderance of racial
terror, and the complicity of those who sit by idly and allow it to happen. As Du Bois
concludedA y & ¢ KS { 2 dzf & o Bh®rt, whistAsih® blagkenbah iButyAmerica's
Belgum, and how could America condemn in Germany that which she commits, just as

v A

ONMzi I tf 82X G6AGKAM KSNI 246y 02NRSNEKE

And by the same token, one might ask how Canada could condemn America when the
existence of both states was equally reliant on racial usdity, and when Canadians

were also complicit with lynching and racial violeRdeor Du Bois and Wells powerfully

critigued racism as a systemic set of practices, built into the very fabric of nationhood.

l' YR RSALAGS /Iyl RALI Y atng,lihezawdre yoSriecessarilg quiokk y RS Y
to intervene. For all their asylum and Underground Railroad mythologies, Canadian
nationalists certainly did not offer their land as a safe haven from racial terror. While
expressing vocal outrage to bolster theirtiomal identityt they actively discouraged

' FNRAOFY ' YSNROFIY YAIANIyda FNRY O2YAy3a G2 |/

in Canada eitherBut they did wanto look better than Americans.
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So there is a distinct difference between African AnmasceRitiques of lynching and the
Stars reprinting of the poem and article, to supplement its political cartoon. For African
Americard €litiqgues did not stop at the level of condemnation and moral outrage, but
instead cited lynching as part of a largaries of abuses, part of a platform of demands
for social justice and racial equality for black people in America. And Du Bois took this
further still, calling for an end to colonialism and imperialism and for justice and equality
for all black, brownand yellow people of the world. These insistent demands for
citizenship rights and full inclusion are a far cry from what is going on iSttre That is

not to suggest thatStars decrying of lynching is unwarranted or insincere, but rather
that it is limited. For this Canadian importation of American ahtnching texts,
decontextualized, and shorn of their broader demands for social justice and racial
equalityt has an implicit nationalist dimension for claims of superior A@doadian
masculinity. Ultimately, the Stafs focus on American violence, devoid of a larger
critigue of white supremacy and racial inequatitgnd lacking any introspective
examination of Canada's own racist policieserves to bolster Canadian exceptionalism

and nationalist artialations of a superior version of white masculinity and civilization.

Anti-racists, by contrasstrategically invoke@ notion of the superior white masculinity
and civilization critically, towards the larger end of attaining radical social justice.
Undoubtedly, few, if any, African American critics actually believed in discourses of

white superiority and American exceptionalism. But like Du Bois and Wells, they
185



recognized the strength of both (a) transnational An§kxon exceptionalism and (b)
specfic racial nationalist inflections of this discourse, within the context of a colonial
O2yiSald o0SUGsSSY 6KAGS Ylyda O2dzyiNASa®
world-mastering demigods listened, however, to no low tongues of ours, even when we
poini SR aAf Syidfe (25. (TKS pidicBaSidg of the wordlsige,
before their fellow white men, was an excellent strategy for motivating white Americans
to take action to end the horror of lynching. If the murder of poor blacks in Aaevas

not the problem of white American elites, Wells and Du Bois made it their problem, by
calling their whiteness, civilization, masculinity, and ultimately their qualifications as
world leaders, into question. Wells, Du Bois, and other critics brotgHight the
gaping disjuncture between the American exceptionalist claim to spread freedom and
democracy a shining beacon for the world to emulateand the specter of racial terror

at home.

AngloCanadians, on the other hand, could use such critiques Aofierican
exceptionalism to advocatéheir own version of national exceptionalism. Of course,
there were AfreCanadian and white antacists as well. And as in the U.S. and other
white men's countries, the perspective of real aracists was frequentlynarginalized,
since the dominant discourse of selbngratulatory exceptionalism served the nation
building project far better. And certainly, in the mainstreamontext of the political

cartoon, the critique of U.S. lynching stops at the level of condé¢immand outrage,

0



not going beyond this framework to entertain the prospect of racial equality and social
justice. Thus, while African Americans and their -eatist allies used discourses of
whiteness and civilization tend lynching and other forms o#&cial oppressionwhite
Canadians used it to argue for teaperiority of their own nationalist iteration of white
masculinity and civilization This bolsteredense of national white supremacy was in
turn used to legitimate Canada's own violent and agg®ive natiorbuilding project. By
relying on the readihavailable and selfongratulatory mythology of the Underground
Railroad, white Canadians could condemn their American counterparts even as they

harbored very similar views of black inferiority, amctualized these in policy.

A British Critique of Lynching in America

Discourses of American barbarity were also taken up in England, as they were in Canada.
When Ida B. Wells lectured in Englgriger ideas were welleceived by many white
audiences taovhom she spoke about lynching in Ameriddowever, this context again

changed the meaning and implications of U.S. lynching critigues. One example of
ONRGALdzS 2F | ®{ ® a6l Nb I NA G BrdternityndhiéhkrahlB R Ay |
article tited & . NHzi I €t AG& Ay ! YSNAOI ¢35 NEbh&lNdddny 3 2V
LJdzo t A OF G A2y Q& TvMNdatiEtaily StavORaN Bikck BnRynahifgSoupled

with a poem about lynching. Then in August, the publication also featured a cartoon
depicting the act Fig. 2.1). The article recounts how "the mob ran mad with
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excitement, yelling out 'Burn him, burn him!" The wretched man protested his
innocence to the last, and there are those who believe him to have been speaking the
truth” (5). The artite goes on to mention Wells by name, stating that an article about
"the lynching of three negroes”, "which caused a great deal of indignation” and which
was learned to have been published by "Miss Ida Wells, a negress belonging to the
editorial staff, nowsaid to be in England for the purpose of arranging a course of
lectures on the condition of the black race in the Southern States, and the brutality

attendant upon lynchings" (5).

¢tKS L2SY A& SyiliAaidf SR @PXKEYKSSNIR EENBKE L 4 3 R/
FOG 2F feyOKAy3ax FEoSAG Ay | YdzOK Y2NB aSs|
AGNYGS3e 2F ylraGAz2ylf aKFEYAy3 (2 dzZNHS ! YSNR
refers tocdthe great Republic [which] stretch&Strong arms from seto sea,/And calls

KSNJ 6ARS R2YAYA2YK¢KS [IYR 2F [[A0SNle&¢d L

There where the southern summer
Smiles on a fruitful land,

Where all should share the bounty
Of the great Alfather's hand,
Where black and white together
Ore brotherhood should be,

Sons of a common country,

Equal, erect and free.

There justice is dishonored,
Law hangs her head in shame,
Humanity is outraged,

And Freedom but a name;

Not liberty, but license

Such is the white man's creed,
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With cord and bulleready
For each ferocious deed.

As with the poem, the tone of the lynching image is also very different from the later
Montreal Daily Stampolitical cartoon (1901). Rather than a sensationalist image that
borders on an attempt at humor (as with the egggated expressions of both the black
man and Uncle Sam in the 1901 image), Hraternity portrayal presents a famore
realistic depiction of a lynching. The hanged black man looks much more like a real
human being rather than a racist caricaturelf anything, the symbolism in the image
leans towards the idealization of the hanged maihere is arguably even a suggestion

of his martyrdon® DAGSY (GKS fteyOKAYy3a @AOGAYQa fAYL
and elevation on a wooden scaffold, thenage in many waysmirrors extensive
AO2y 23N LIK& 27T Butctidialy]thisidepktitdz® farfiorte Aythpathetic
and far less sensationalist than the 1901 imagath& thandepersonifying lynching by
attributing it to an allegorical figurd)nde Sam, we see a crowd of white people, mostly
boys and men, but also geems one woman in a widérimmed hat. We can see
parasols, and thassembleccrowd gazesexpressionlessly at the vieweiperhaps with

moral ambivalence about the killing This imag actually looks a gat deal like the
lynchingphotographsthat circulatedwidely inpostcardsand other cultural formsn this

era3® In any case, the image is somber and both rinerderedman and white lynchers

38For more on lynching, spectacle, and the ethics of viewing human suffering and violence, see

Sontag, SusafiRegarding the Pain of Othefdew YorkFarrar, Straus and Giroux. 2003.
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are portrayed in a manner that seems cdéted to convey their humanity. This image

brings the specter of racial violence to life, rather than caricaturing it.

In some ways, this condemnation of American racial violence is similar to that in the
Montreal Star in that it points out the disjundzNBE 0 SG6SSy ! YSNR Ol Qa
claims and the reality of racial inequality and violence. But again, the national meanings

of this British critique are distinct from Canadian ones. The context of the publigation

very different as well.Fraternity was theofficial publication of the British organization,

the Society for the Recognition of the Universal Brotherhood of Man. This organization

was cefounded in 1893 by Ida B. Wells and Catherine Impey (1828), a British

Quaker, and founder ofAnti-Caste Britain's first antracist journal. Like Wells,
FraternityQad S RA G2 NE /(58583894) Wwag &lso ofRsidarNdestent. And like

Wells, he alsdectured on lynching and racial inequalityEdwards even wrote the
introduction forone o2 St f aQ 02214 GHKAOK KS | ROSNIA &S
Fraternity: dUnited States Atrocitieby Ida B. Wells (a coloutenoman of Tennessee)

with an Irtroduction by S.J. Celestine Edward®he Society for the Recognition of the
Universal Brotherhod of Man was explicitly opposed to segregation and championed

racial equality, and was specifically created to promote this gBath thisorganization

Wood, Amy Louisd.ynching and Setacle Witnessing Racial Violence in America, 289@0.Chapel HillUniversity of North Carolina Press, 2009.
Woods, Marcus Blind MemoryVisual Representations of Slavery in England and AmericalBB80New YorkRoutledge, 2000
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and its publication werecommitted tor in fact, were theresult oft meaningful ant

racism on the parof their white creators.

The idea of kindred manhood and brotherhood had a long history in Britain, and had
also been used by abolitionists to end slavery in British colonies. So U.S. national
shaming is just an instance of a strategy that had long hesea to champion for social

justice including the shaming of Britain itself asn-Christian, uncivilized, and
hypocritical. So while theritique might initially sound like that from thontreal Star,

GAGK AGa NBFSNByOS (2 -thirshS NRlréK Iyl SN& ¢ O KoScNE
ébloodthirsty demons o0 T 0 X A sbniihidg-very differanS IThyeee is a level

of critique and selreflexivity here which is completely absent in ti&tar What is

more, like WellsC NJ & S Mdffoksiiate @laeply ammitted to racial equality and so

attack American claims to whiteness, masculinity, civilization, and Christianity,

specifically towards the ends sbcial justice

This is a marked contrast to Canadian condemnation of America to itsak&n nation

building project and forms of racism seem superior. But while these distinctions are
significant, they do not necessarily pose a meaningful challenge to Canadian
mythologies and uses of critique. For just as with Bregroit JournalLlJ2 SY > & { 2 dzil K S
Delight¢ = / | y | Rbulldgrs cguldiedsidy @ppropriateraterniQa O2 y 1 Sy i G 2

own ends. Rather than recognizing the gap betwEBesternityfQ & ONXR (i ASjal2% > Y R |



they could simply ussuch antiracist critiques to both corroborate the idea of Arean
brutality and to bolster the mythology of superior British imperial whiteness and
masculinity. Of course, there was real amrgcism in Canada as well, but there were also

practices of segregation th&raternityeditors would also have surely oppeas®

Segregation and Racial Inequality in Canada

And as in the case of First Nations, Canadian racial nationalists' views of African
descended peoples were largely indistinguishable from that of their southern neighbors.
In fact, antiblack racism wasast of the very fabric on which Canadian national identity
was built. As Colin Argyle Thompson explain8lacks in Deep Snowhe Victoria

Colonisthad argued in 1860, seven years before Confederatiaat,& b S 3 W@ &iéns

39Celestine Edwals is vocally critical of segregation, in both Fraternity, and also in his 1891 Frmwok Slavery to a Bishopric or the Life of Bishop Walter Hawkins
of the British Methodist Episcopal Church CanattaSlavery to a Bishopri€dwards writes of segregatly’ G KI G A ¥ appearsrésgzitable)ewedy 2 y &
effort is made in the United States to keep him down. The@Bit R2 y2{ KS&A i (s®nlyifitto bie b Bewdr 6f vabd aHdj cilaer &f Srated;
no matter how well he is educated or how atehis body, he must not sit next to the matggradedwhite marXWhen he was a slave he could cook the food
and serve at the table; but now he is free he must noteai iK S & YS NER 2 Y Hndmany kfShe Btétds @vén thelrighXof citizenshigésied
him. Whatever crime he commits is too often magnified an hundred fold; and, when he is wronged, justice is withheld fioradurts of law for no other
reason than that he is a Negro. Very often his greatest oppressors are men who have bedrddiee their own country by | y i 2 N3vilD N&t,¥S ¢ 6
O2YLIX A0 GS YIGGSNA TFTAdNIKSNE 9RéFNRa dzasSa G(KS LINEOf Sacial ingq@lity wrighg te[@E 2 F NI OA | £
nation can be expected to advem in secalled civilisation whose faults are continually being paraded before them, as ours are in the literature of the
superior race. It is well known, and most keenly felt, in every country where the Negro has been sent as an exile,upatibisaethren have used every
means and meanness, not only to make him feel his position, but to prolong his degradation, and even to discourage aty attdrapt on the part of the
Negro to approach the social equality of the most abandonditevmari’ (xii). Though, given other remarks the author makes (see later footnote in the
RA&AOdzaaA2y 2F wdzR@IFINR YALX Ay3IQa a2KAGS al yQa . dzNR Sy éoo & sogidl domiSaBoy,andidrk | G 0@ & &dz
the existence of constried racial hierarchies. He may even be using such terms critically and sardonically, as does Du Bois. And agaeay itvisethet
the use of such language is simply a rhetorical strategy to further social justice causes. As in the as in RogaioBaromiments on the absurdity of the
aYlyteég NIOS FSENRAYI aoSH1Z¢ aSTFSYAYIESZé FyR Ot SIENI & AYyFSNA2NI ! aAly NI OSaz
Edwards, S J. Etom Slavery to a Bishopric: Or, the Life of Bishop Walter Hawkins of the Beitisidist Episcopal Church, Canatlandon: J. Kensit, 1891.
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of the lowest type of humg A G 8 ¢ O mMpL @ {AYAT I NI eXZ Ay KAa
I NBdzSa GKIG ofl Ol aoOKz22fta Ay [ FylIRIF gSNB

odzi Sljdzr £ 49 RdzOI GA2Y€é OHNOD 2 KIG Aa Y2N
segregation existed in fa@nd in law. White children, it was felt, should not attend

classes with blacks who were lower in the social order, who learned less quickly, and

whose phgical presence was objectionable ¢ H n 0

Churches also tended to be segregated. Some even arggast educating African
Canadians, on the basis that it could lead to social unrest by heightening the awareness

of inequality. The Week(Toronto) queried in 18844 o 6 Af f y2iG GKS b
educated become even more alive to the humiliation of hisaquosition, and learn to

ONRB2R GAGK Y2NB O0AGOSNYySaakKeé ouno { SANEB:
/ 2yaidlyoS .IF0O1K2dzaSQa OKIFLIWISNI 2y NI OALFf as
+A2fl 5SAaY2yRQa ségegated Roseland iherefillusirates. KDr. C&irie

Best, editor of theClarion a biweekly black newspaper in New Glasgowote of
5SaY2yRQa OlIa&asS (dKIG GKSNB gSNB a2dzad lFa Yl
(1999 248). Best had herself been thrown out of the RoselaRgeatre in 1942 for

refusing to sit in the balcony (248). And New Glasgow had also been the site of a race

riot at the end of WWI that Dr. Best recalled from childhood (248). Constance

Backhouse also explains that Canada had its own chapters of theuKiKkih. And

193



dzy adzNIINR aAy3dfes GKS w2aStlyR Bifh®faNaBny K R &

gKAOK It 2NATFASR (akd3hriedNew GlasgoMaudiendesi (228)E LIt 2 A ( &

LY FTRRAGABYNIAI @02 DA dzNI y R irffelidfity, khk rhykh&slos | 0 2 d:
the black rapist a trope thatBirth of a Nationhad perpetuated was also alive and

well in Canada. While Canadians condemned white Americans for lynching, they did not
necessarily question the dangerous stereotypes that undeegi this practice of racial

violence. Rather, they often shared and reinforced these views. An 1896 article in the
medical journalCanadian Practitionempromotedthe castrationof rapists, arguing that

adzOK ONRYSa | NBE LISNLISYMNIR(ES R 8¢ AUIKKS  A0SAZTYS2ONAT |
y' S 3 NGRriadian Practitioneol. 21, No. 7 July 1898094). Similarly, some Canadian

racial nationalists even went so far as to invoke the idea of black male rapists to argue
against Chineseimmigration, arguing that a $ 2 LJttofally d@lien in feeling and
AaSYGAYSyilé¢ 6SNB aaz2dz2NOS 2F 3INBIFG RFEYISNESZ
American newspaper that is not filled with details of foul outrages committed by that

class of people upon the whites and accounts of fidaretaliation upon the

LISNLIS G NI G2 NBE 2 F1886 ICBinése Intmagtation BilBYY). Despite
mythologies of British Canadian benevolendsacks like the Chinesewere also
O2yaARSNBR (2 0SS dal Oflaa 27 Ld@EiosedXg K2 g A

and American races" (May 21886 Chinese Immigration B8l79).
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Dominant racial nationalist ideologies were part of a transnational discourse of race and
citizenship that circulated widely in this era. Racial nationalists and influ€dizddian

thinkers such as J.S. Woodsworth were engaged with their contemporaries in the United
States and British Empire, and collaborated in solidifying racial hierarchies, as by
extension, the global color lineln Stranges Within Our GatesWoodsworthcites his

American contemporary, John R. Commons, to argue for the racial flaws of African
descended peoples, and their inherent unfitness for civilization and democratic
OAGAT Syaka Lo Ly (1SSLAYy3 gA0GK {2 ohbitf 5 NB
certain qualities which are associated with their descendents in this country, namely,
aversion to silence and solitude, love of rhythm, excitability, and lack of reserve. All
travelers speak of their impulsiveness, strong sexual passion, and lagk pbwer™

(191). Ironically, Canadians also imagined white Americans as plagued by impulsiveness

and lack of reserve. But at least they were white, ancegempt when white Canadian

nationalists invoked notions of black male hypersexuality. Thagfareed the
Gyedr2t22)3 GKS ot O YRoliys Wikgtnan MigusddrdpiisEta ¢ KA OK
GNIF LIS YeliK2a&YYINYMT A AF NOKIOHzE F NI KA &G 2NAOLK |

FYR ISYRSNBR Ay GKSANI NBfwiA2y G2 AaiadsSa 2

And asg A 1K G+ EIAYASE NI OAL f OKI NI Ow &dNlverdi A Oa ¢
framed in terms of masculinity, civilization, and citizenship. Woodsworth quotes

] 2YY2yaU gARSE @ OANGE ey gliails taldhiptelligeyice dn I § &
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manlinesswhich are essential for citizenship in a democracy were systematically
expunged from the negro race through two hundred years of slavery. And then, by the
cataclysm of a war of emancipation, in which it took no part, this race, after many
thousand years fosavagery and two centuries of slavery, was suddenly let loose into the

liberty of citizenship and electoral suffragd’ Citing thesecompeting racialized
YIHaOdzZ AyAiGASa a 2dzAaGATAOIGA2Y Y 222RAa62NIK
megroprod SYU Ay [yl RIF® I YR dayhé thme $ Cangdiani KS !y
history has the blackJ2 LJdzf + G A2y SEOSSRSR (g2 LISNOSyid 217
Argyle Thompson, 19790). 2 KAt S 222 RA¢2NIK 3IA2Sa 2y G2 a
are membersof various Protestant churches, and are consistent Christians and highly
NBaLISOGSR OAGAT Syaéd ompm0OI KS YR 20GKSNI N
Canada. Nor did they grant full citizenship rights to the African Canadians already within

their borders.

40 W2KYy wo / 2YY2yRa@es and imni§ringsynisnetayA y KA & aSOGA2Yy da¢KS bSINREZ 6KAOK 222Ra62NIK
greater length here
awdza i | & KRYdzAIKSER Y& FRNH 2F YIyQa R2YSadAOFdA2y 2F FyAYFtas (GKS |sebBBGKe 026 | YR
slavery tended to transform the savage by eliminating those who werewsligd, ambitious, and possessed of indival initiative. Other races of
immigrants, by contact with our institutions, have been civilizéde negro has been only domesticated. Democratic civilization offers an outlet for those
who are morally and intellectually vigorous enough to break awagnftbe stolid mass of their fellows; domestication dreads and suppresses them as
dangerous rebels. The very qualities of intelligence and manliness which are essential for citizenship in a democrasjewetécally expunged from the
negro race throughwo hundred years o$lavery. And then, by the cataclysm of a war in which it took no part, this race, after many thousand years of
savagery and two centuries of slavery, was suddenly let loose into the liberty of citizenship and the electoral suffrageldTiever before had seen such a
triumph of dogmatism and partizanship. It was dogmatism, because a theory of abstract equality and inalienable rightsookrtta place of education
and the slow evolution of moral character. It was partisanshipabse a political party, taking advantage of its triumph in civil war, sought to perpetuate
itself through the votes of its helpless beneficiaries. No wonder that this fateful alliance of doctrinaires and partizegte Eateful results, and that, after a
ISYSNI GA2y 2F Lyl NOKeé FyR NIOS KIFGNBRZI (KS YRNGomdfas PhnYRages and Imiigrants in2 ¥ S RdzO G A

America New YorkMacmillan.1907.
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An August 1900 political cartoon frome Canardshows a horrifiedmademoiselle
Canada(arguably better namednlle Québeg barring her door to a group of racialized

and ethnic white immigrants that Clifford Sifton, Minister of the Intefbhas just

presented to heiFig. 2.1)>  limargigrationz ¢ { A T2y O2 NdatAsaying e R2F
"[h]ere's a fine lot of immigrants that | got for practically nothing" (Hou, 19808,

translation Hou). Aghashlle. Canadaesponds, "My God! How mughill it cost me

G2 &aSYR (GKSY o0l O] K®¢ lY2y3 GKS 3INRdzL) 2F 2
stereotypical style reminiscent of blackface and minstrel shows, wearing a grass skirt

and waving a staff. He eyes the frightengdle. Canada with a sigéways glance, his

large, white lips curled into a malevolent grin. Even though 1881 Star cartoon
condemned U.S. lynching as unmanly and uncivilized, this cartoon hirde€anadians

sharedthe very same notion of black men as a sexual threat toevivibmer in this

case, the feminized natianand by extension, the white women and girls residing there.

Thus, like their white American counterparts, Canadian men are called upon to defend

white womanhood by excluding black men from citizenship and mypbilghts by

41 During Clifford Sifton's tenure as Minister, only three groups wfieially prohibited from migration to Canadat § KS RA &SI 8SRZ GKS ONAYAYLl f 2
kK288 tA1Ste (2 0S02YS Lzt A0 OKINHS&EE o6mMmMO O . dz{i KASy fMicaip 3 YISTRIASONIE { AMEBDY S Yias
FYR UY2NIf {G(dzNLIAGdzZRSUZE Ay 1indt &ly slcgvealR tolenfry, buralsh asigioundsdieybortatiod @3, énphasisdnine?). In
MpnyZ F 4YSRAOFt IyR OKIFNIOGSNI AyalLSOiAz2yé o Stites ANowdver,thiziinSpRetion vas lirfédiiallp 2 NRSNJ 6 S (
implemented, as | will explain further in the section on race and immigration. The Canadian Immigration Act of 1910 waseeawlusionary than that of
1906, prohibiting entry on the basis of bothrdce/ R Ot F 4 &% FF NJ & ENNIOIH ADyEIaNT & { DR 2)EU 2 HLINED
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disbarring black people from both entering and fully participating in the imagined

community.

As Harold Troper explains @nly Farmers Need Appl¥972), even as the Ministry of

the Interior made vigorous efforts to recruit British andhite American and settlers to
develop Western Canada, they just as vigorously excluded African Americans. During
this era, image after image showed white American settlers flocking to Western
Canada LINBa Sy dAy3 AdG Fa I RSaANIAGESS arsai¥d§ SNE N
many to show here, these images illustrdta Canadahat was not a barren and frozen
wilderness as fellow white men claimed. In turn, nationalists invoked such images to
argue for increased prestige in the colonial contesh addiion to showcasing the
richness and bounty of the land, these images also bore out ideas of Canada's superior
British imperial masculinity and national values, and reinforced the mythology of
Canadians as welcoming and inclusive dalkrant. Few cartoons showed black
settlers, perhaps hoping to brush this controversial issue under the national Fog.
political reasons, this was a sensitive issue, since the Liberal government wanted to
avoid alienating African Canadian and progressive white véter€orsequently, the

government used informal methods of exclusiosuch as selective health screenings

42 Unlike First Nations, blacks in Canada were able to vote. And as Harold Troper e®plgifarmers Med Apply. Cfficial CanadianGovernment
Encouragement ofnimigration from the UnitedStates, 18961911, the government wanted to avoid alienating black voters. A 1909 letter made explicit

reference to importance of black voters in Eastern Canada who vote for the Liberals (125).
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screenings posed little obstacle to coveted white farmers.

Under orders frm the federal Ministry of the Interior, field agents stationed in the U.S.

to recruit white settlers were directed to withhold immigration information from African

Il YSNAOIyad CASEtR 2FFAOSNBE adadSYlFOdiAOortte |
Certf AOF 1Sa¢ H6KAOK 3ANIYGISR NBRdzOSR NI Af gl @&
1SSLIAY3I 6AGK GNIyaylFdAz2ylrtf RAaO2dzNESE 2F
dzy adzA G SR (G2 GKS Ot AYIlI GS 2 FMinsykohtiednteNoBy U a O
took this convenient pseuddoiological position, emphasizing Canada's cold climate
(Troper). Agnes Laut also invoked this prevalent myth in her b®bk, Canadian
Commonwealti{1915) where she argued that the Canadian cold spawned great leaders,
GNHzS GaaS¥ENBEROTEKSPHY OS GKS ONARA] o-Buntingk SNI |y
ancestry has entered into the very blood and brawn and brain of Canada in a kind of

ANRY RIdzylifSaaySaa GRIG YF1Sa F2N YIFIYyK22RéE

Ly [ dziQa ©ASss y2i BRoyhihe outdhdRorsi.wieh fiiebbdy + O
and soul with zest", it also acted as a sieve, selecting out thoselca 8 Saa SR  a A D
RIFdzyGf SaaySaaé FTNRY (K2aS ¢6K2 RAR y2i0 /|

common in this eradaplengthy cataloge of desirable national attributes resulting

from the climate was compiled. No weather was so conducive to maintaining health
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FYR aidAyYdz I GAy 3 yNR o2dFa 10R20INEBRES  GIMKHSHAVSD Yy 2 G A 2 V &
manhood were strongly bound up withea. As Lau Sy & 2y G2 | NBdzZS> &/
serve notice on the softer races of the world that she does not want them. They can
stand up neither to her climate nor to her measure of man, famtfrom cause of regret,

this is a thing for gratulation [sjc Canada can never be an overcrowded land, where

a2F0 NI OSa ONRBgR TF2NJ NP 2YX3Thit high hadetbded & dzy R
AYyGSYyRSR +ta | 2Fo G !'YSNROFZT Fa | LI L

A

f I NEBR aY2y3aINBt AT Spedallylinyhie SouthiA 8 OS3ISy I GSRE X
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In a similar veinin 1911, Britton Cooke Maclean's Magaziné 8 i NG a4 a4 SR GKS AYLRNIFyOS 2F RS@St2LAy3a Iy U!'tdAYFdS
goups 2 KAGSE8 YR 20KSNBRE O6HMUD usliK Bcluded Blagkd S NG OSME S | ¥R2 a2INSEND2Yy 20BIRBER K2 LISt Sa
supposedly incapable of adapting to cold weather. This claim was clearly preposterous, asd&fswemded peoples had lived in Canada and the Northern
US.forovertwoaguriest y 20 2 YSyidAz2y GKS FIOG GKIFiG GKS &dG1dS KIR 3F2yS (2 taNBF G f Sy 3idK:
Canada wasiot a barren wastelandt3 Clearly, racial nationalists conveniently overstated or understated the coldsfeti® climate whenever it suited
their purposes. Canada was the land of prosperity and plenty when recruiting desirable white immigrants, but it wasaiplyospid when it came to
dzy RS&AANI 6f S NI OSas 4 KikeQdthrive NIBNRAIR22NEG a22FF (/€ yiHyRR aaf dedl S& (¢ @ 1 26SOSNE GKA& | LIWLISIH
perfect alibi for racist immigration policies. Policymakers acted as gatekeepers to the emerging national communityngequalaiity on the basis of
racer even vhile maintaining a facade of tolerancesven as they condemned American intolerance and proclaimed their British imperial band of masculinity

to be superior.
Infact,t @ OAGAYy3d GKS LINBadzYSR AyO2YLI GAO0AfAGE 2
state officials could claim to only be expressing benevolent, paternal, concern for the
welfare of potential settlers. In a 1906 letter to a Texamister , Departmental

Secretary IM. Fortierof the Immigration Departmenét 2 6 & SNIWSR G KIF G | F4S1

of experience in Canada [Negroes] do not readily take to our climate on account of the

431 F NBfR ¢NBLISNI SELX F Aya (Glkmigraticn BrarkiKwias dingafl in ifs &veraoytnviricd whike AthdtiGns that the climate was not
too harsh for productive labour, in virtually the same breath, it was trying to convince the Negroes that, at least@ith@iS = G KS 2 LILIZ)EAAGS 61 & G NHzS
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NI § KSNJ aS@SNE: 187 | Susching of olimaNi@ urdSiiability were also
used to justify the exclusion of Sikhs and other swdmte migrants Suchmyths
continued to be employedor decades. As C.D. Corbett notes, arguments about climatic
unsuitability continued to be used until the 19508ropper: 127) Whenever possible,

the state crafted its racist policies in cololind language, so as to disguise theeimit of

these policies and maintain its symbolic distance from Americans. Not only did explicit
racism fly in the face of the careful séfiage Canadians had taken great pains to

construct, but it also had the potgial to disrupt the status quo

As asafer alternative, at times, black Canadians were even invited into the fold of
Canadian superiority, when it served dominant interests to do so.a transparent

attempt to bar potential African American settlers without alienating black Canadian
voters,0 KS aidl S S@Sy ¢Syd a2 FIEN Fa d2 GNB O
treatment of black Americans should not be a cause of concern or offense to them
because they were a different type of black person. The rejection of black Americans his

was rot about race at all. Far from it. Rather it was simply th@dd 2 f 2 dZNB R LIS 2 LJt ¢
the South...were a different class altogether from those who have been resident in

Canada for a long time[,] and they are not farmers in the way that we apply the term.
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The farming that they did was indifferent and careless|,] and they were not desirable for

Iy LRI €

But Du Bois depicts the prevailing attitude of Canadian officials more honesiiien

Souls of White Falkwhen he writes & «aik@r peoples are dark imind as well as in

body; of dark, uncertain, and imperfect descent; of frailer, cheaper stuff...they have no
feelings, aspirations, and loves; they are fools, illogical iHK ddviFand hakl

O K A.f PQRBois goes on to add cugheas they are cization must, naturally, raise

them, but soberly and in limited ways. They are not simply dark white men. They are not
UySyd Ay GKS aSyasS 30.KAndithus, tzdBvedSronsditedifoNiBe Y Sy ¢
rigors and responsibilities of citizenship. dpge the mythologies of tolerance
Canadians proudly propagated, Du Bois was well aware of the Dominion's racial
nationalism and participation in a erecting the global color line. For in 1911, Fortier had
also written wrote to Du Bois personally, explgiril (G KI 0§ &G OiB8KSNB A a
Canadian Immigration law which disbars any person on the grounds of colour, but since

coloured people are not considered as a class likely to do well in this country[,] all the

44Troper. 130, citing a 1910 memo from William White to Frank Oliver (who succeeded Clifford Sifton as Minister).
456 0n0 5dz .2A4 A& ljd2iAy3 wdzZReélFNR YALX AY3IQa Tl Y2dzad w ycaupht sidleSpropléstHaldevilKA (S al y Q&
FYR KFIfF OKAfREOD L 6Aft RA&OdzAE G(KAA LB2SY Ay [/ KFELIGSN no
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regulations respecting health, money, etarg strictly enforced, and it is quite possible

GKFEG + ydzZYoSNI 2F &2dzNJ FStt26 O2dyGNBYSY YI

And rejected they were. Some African Americans cleverly tried to appeal to Canadian exceptionalism in their inquiriesigriing to Canada. As Harold
Troper explains, hopeful black settlers evoked the notion of Canada's avowed British imperial benevolence and tolerancimdguities referencing the
Underground Railroad and the abolition of slavery (125). One studerinedlh University in Pennsylvania argued in his 1901 letter that Canada had a
dzy Aljdz8 2L NIdzyAde F2N) aaSidAay3a GKS OAGAE AT SR 62 NI Rr:125). Hwevel mifstEanadiah (6 2 dzf R f 7
officials had no inteest in serving as a model of racial equality, and instead held fast to the position that blacks were inassimilable o tivedesirable
4 YAINFYydGas AYyF2N¥AY3I aNB® . FNNBGdG GKFG KAE § Siio®NCasapliaat Ray selfhtebusly Iave | g+ & F2 NJ 7

prided themselves on their distance from American racial troubles[,] Canadians proved just as racist as their Americardehighp o6 MH H 0 @

Conclusion

As Constance Backhouse has argued, racial meanings differedominant and

subordinate groups; that racial ideologies are never monolithic, even when normalized.
2KIG0 Aa Y2NBIZ .1 01K2dzaS AyaArAakKaTFdz te I NBdJZ
Oryy2aG t1F06St LI ad FOG2NE | yiRier&@dhSty foster 1 & NI
LINAPGAE SIS YR YFAYGUlrAYy &ddzo2NRAYFGA2Yy A& NB

iS not necessarily anachronistic to label particular actions, behaviors, or attitudes

46  (234). Harold Troper explains that many 'Créddgroes' from Oklahoma possessed more than sufficient funds to migrate to Canada, having valuable land
holdings which coultde sold for forty or fifty dollars and acre, in the early 1900s (135). In a 1910 report on Hisding mission to gauge Oklahoma blacks'
interest in Canada, inspector of United States agencies, WillianKJA i S y2 i SR AKIRA I yEE2S OdRAANSKE AaSRPODs St G K YdzOK
Y280 2F (GKS 6KAGS aSGitSNBE 2F GKS {dFrGS¢ o6monz 4&dzo Glded dOricdrsyfar desphelthei® NI & 0 @ .S
affluence, these blacks were not deemed desirable SelE ® Ly FILOGx 2KAGS I NHdzSR (KIFId GaGKS LINPALISNRGE 27F
GKS LINBLRYRSNIYyOS 2F O2f2d2NBR LIS2LX S 6K2 w26y SRE Y2ali ofthat dnfolgthe EngelRé 6 mon X j d:
blacki = af T AySaa Aa | 6dzy RE Wi NIy RS ZSNB WK SINS £ K [0GS nlidzi | AVRa Gkt ot O1a YAadas G(KSA
RNAY1l YR 614a0GS GKSANI OFLAGEEEZ FYR 2FGSYy 6 A-4RA Hd3La 4 yT NG IaKcBRNYNAIOGIKHIIR NE £ o mMop 0
iKSe sSNB YA40S83ISYylIGSR yR Y2yaNBEtATSRES FyR GKFG | & the Indi#hasdredited withcadde KS Ly RA L Y
has raised the lower and more harmless instincf the Negro, but only to a more brutal level, and with the combination, he thus becomes a more
undesirable person. He has worked alongside of the Indian until he has acquired a lot of that individual['s] shiftlesis meth@added to his own
indifferey 0S 2F A dzNNRdzyRAy3a (G2 KAA 26y OFNBf SaaysSaa Ay $§0S K éddatiomas d Kdas St SO G52
for integration into white Canadian society, arguing that on the contrary, education could lead to deated NA FS= &AyO0S aqwgBAGK | fAGOSE

prestige, they soon become firstass agitators,and KA & 61 & (2 6S FTSINBRé o6mMoplO®
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criticscited the bigoted racial ideas of tlirepeers, even as others highlighted the racism

2F G0KS O2YLISGAYy3 6KAGS YSyQa O2dzy iNARSa (2
of American brutality and Canadian benevoleneas part of a long historical process,

which predatedConfederatiorandformed the ideological basis of state formation.

As we have seen, Canadians clung to the myth of British abolitionism and the
Underground Railroad, even while they oppressed andlugle blacks from their
imagined community. And we have seen with westward expamsard the
dispossession and forced assimilation of First Natiathss process was being
mythologized even while it was still underway. Meanwhile, Canadians told very
different stories about the natiotbuilding process of Americans. And in Canada and the
United States themselves, these two stddelstinct yet linked histories led to the
creation of very different national myths, which have enduratheit in renegotiated
forms, to this day. Of coursehese myths were neveirue,¢ but the precise nature of
these Canadian origin myths and the way in which they have been continually repeated

KFa OFdzaSR GKSY (2 06S02YS ¢FiaNizS997)Mghy G KS V|

47 As the Hon. Mr. Vidal has asked in a Parliamentary Debate in 4882 K2y & 3Sy (it SYSy (i wdogrhe inghére dnd disBosskess thiSnstveS O G NA I K
inhabitants of their country? and not only to consider that we have a better right to it than they have, but to consid@xitlusively to our own as to shut
out from sharing in the advantages of this countyi KSNA 2 F D2RUAa LIS2LX S 6K2 KI@PS | a YdOK midteKa G2 AG &
dominant perspective. It is also sad that, in some ways, Vidal had a much more progressive take on Canadian histotthdn #igBBrime Minister,

SephenHarper in 2009, with the benefit of hindsight (6§Bpssional Papers, vol. 11, 3rd Session of the 5th Parliad®8f).
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contemporaryCanadiansontinueto RSy &8 GKS SEAaGSy 0SS 2F aNI O)
preferring to project this quality onto Americans, #eey have done comfortably for

centuries.

Thusl have chosen to read Canadian iterations of racial nationalismAagtb-Saxonism

within a larger transnational framework, in order to shed light on rich, complex, and

subtle functions of racial ideologyFor whiteness and masculinity were not monolithic
discourses, but rather had a wide range of iteratioeen if theyfell underthe larger

common rubric of white supremacy and imperialigi I i 5 dz . 2 Adactriie®NY a ( K
the divine right of white people to ste@lé¢Rather than a single fixed discourse that
circulated the globe, articulations of white identity wereianced and shifting. For

racial ideologies, nationalisms, and imperialisms, the adaptability of hegemonic
discourses is part of their power. These discourses are elastic and can be molded and
reshaped continually to maintain relations structured in doarice. This is why the late
nineteenth century and early twentieth century context of colonial contest between

G KAGS YlFIyda O2dzyiNARSaé¢ I GBS NRaAS G2 02 YLIS

concomitant definitions of citizenship and civilization.
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Figures for Chapter 2

Figure2.1
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Figure2.2

1869,Diogenes
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Figure2.3

Globe(Toronto)

1898,
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Figure2.4

1880,Canadian lllustrated News
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CHILD CANADA TAKES HER FIRST STEP

MOTHER BRITANNIA: See! Why, the dear child can stand alone!

UNCLE $AM: Of course he can! Let go of him, Granny; if he falls I'll catch him!



Figure2.5

1878Canadian lllustrated News

July 22,
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Figure 2.6

1874, Richard Barringtdam S @A 0 12 G CANRG 2 KAalSe {LAffSR
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Figure2.7

Wounded Knee

1891,Dominion lllustrateqToronto)
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Figure2.8

June 20, 1885Toronto Evening News
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WHAT IT MUST COME TO
(With the Encroachment of Civilization) _
OFFICER: [Sir John A. Macdonald): Here, you copper colored gentlemen, no loafing allowed, you must either work or jump.
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Figure2.9

July 18, 1883,e Canard
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September 2, 190Montreal Daily Star

Figure2.10
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Figure 2.11

August 1893Fraternity
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Figure2.12

1900,Le Canard
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Competing Visions of Whiteness and Identity in Debates over
Chinese Migration and Labor

Even as some modes of domination heaved their last gasps, others arose to supplant
them, ensuring the continuation of racial inequality. The demisdaxesy and rise of

g2NJ] SNDa Nkdaii fodthe Raslicalychainge many had hoped for. Du Bois

I NBdzSa Ay a¢KS { 2i1dif BK2d3 R KATIKSS CRdzq & S QKA Aly
Of raasSa Olyy2G YdzOK f2y3ISNI 6S YheeAfgri I Ay SR
SELX 2A01dA2Y 2y |y AYYSy®arsSy aiok§ SS EFLINZ Alyl 20Nt
peoples. It is here that the golden hand beckons. Here are no labor unions or votes or
guestioning onlookers or inconvenient consciences. These men may be asedtd

0KS @SNE 02ySoddé bSo0omMO C2NX¥Ya 27F Ayadaildz
abolished throughout the western world were replaced by a racialized global caste
system of peonage and indentureship. These coercive labor systems, like Hatse t
preceded them, disproportionately benefitted lightskinned peoples and kept darker

skinned peoples amongst the lowest echelons of workers.

Dt 20l fAT I GA2YyE KI& 2FG4Sy o06SSy dzyRSNRG22F
particular to the late twentieth ad early twentyfirst centuries. The twentfirst
OSyldz2NE O2YYSyYyillIGd2NBR 6K2 AGRA&aZO0O2OSNE | 02y

that the late nineteenth and early twentieth century was also marked by transnational
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movement of goods, ideas, and of peopla a wave of mass labor migration, millions
moved from the British Isles, Europe, and tens of thousands from Asia, to the overseas
Dominions of the British Empire: Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa. As
[ 1S YR wSeéy2f Ra&SI|IYNB dY250 Ad aA2IRENJIOAHI0R) =Y | Y R
century was the great age of global mobility. The burgeoning fortunes made possible by
economic liberalism fostered remarkable freedom of movement, while the advent of
steam ships and railways made travelcheJSNJ | YR FlF aGSNE 6[ 1S o9
Manning describes the period between 1850 and 1930 as the most intensive period of

migration in human history (Lake & Reynolds: 23).

This age of migration was equally an age of nabanding. Natiorbuilding was at once

a symbolic and material process, in which national identities were formed, and state
infrastructure built. This remarkable movement of peoples to nascent naiates in

North America and across the British Empire strengthened thasBrand American
Empires. In addition to expanding the global reach of these Anglophone empires, this
new-found freedom of movement also allowed the architects of natmnilding to pick

and choose who was to become part of their imagined community, amaol was to be
disbarred from membership. Lake and Reynolds estimaté & F 02 dzi dapn
Chinese, the same number of Europeans, and about 30 million Indians migrate to new

K2YSa | NRdzyR (KS ¢g2NI Ré¢ 0O0cO@®
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l'a ¢S al¢g Ay OKLF LI SN ™ Zidemtity an8 NaSoNal Belorigyingd Sy & S
was articulated in large part through identifying the perceived threat to white
dominance posed by the ®0F f ft SR aNARAAY3I GARS 2F 02f 2 NW¢E
Lothrop Stoddard's (1894) book aptly captures racidalomalist anxieties engendered

by the phenomenon of global migration and aimtiperialism. Racial nationalists felt
threatened by the migration of Chinese workers as they did with other deskemned

peoples. This fear was inseparable from the domineméracterization of Chinese

YAINI yda +& GAYFAAAYATLIofSé | yR-stadefsdzh i SR

w»

LI NG A Odzf F NI & &aAyO0OS (KS SEOfdzarzy 2F (KSa
basis for the tenuous inclusion of ethnic and working classewhigrants who troubled
the racial nationalists less: migrants from Southern Europe, Eastern Europe, and the

slums of British industrial cities.

Racial nationalism and amisian ideologies helped to ameliorate class and ethnic
cleavages and to create sense of whiteness and national belonging, even as they
spurred vigorous debate over ideas of race and nation. The initial creation of nation
state and national identity had relied upon the dispossession of Native peoples. Like
symbolic discourses of nahal belonging and inclusion, racial nationalists justified this
dispossession by the imagined inherent racial inferiority of Aboriginal peoples.
Discourses of indigenous inferiority circulated transnationally, but also had particular

historicallyspecifc inflections in individual instances of natibmilding. This tension
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0SG6SSY ylriAz2ylt IyR GNIyayradAaAzylrt yI NN GA
ausSrte tt26SR /FYIRALY yIFEdAz2ylLtAada G2 St
an imagned superior white British imperial masculinity. The abundant evidence of
American aggression towards Native and Afridascended peoples provided Canadian

NI OALFf yFrdA2ylFtAada gAlKerivedaNisSigndNInpérialN® 2 F¢

was morebenign.

The emancipation of slaves within the Anglophone colonial world did not end the need
T2NJ I &adzmedzariSR NIXOAFEtATSR fF02N F2NOSO
ONRPOKSNRE o0SOIFIYS GKS ySg Y20AfSza age.OALF € Al
Parallels to slavery became even more striking when Prime Minister John A. Macdonald
denied the franchisg¢o Chineseon the basis that Chinese workers in Canada were
YSNBfe a222dz2NYySNEX YR gKAES agdf dzhért ST (K
I A NR Odzt ( dzNJ f AYLX SYSyiliz¢ GKS [/ KAySaS AYY
FALIANFXGA2yas | yR KSNB@EedsBionStrPdliameyt21686:0 2 K I
97). Parallels to the enslavement of Africans become obvious through this redo€tion

a group to its productive labor, and the construction of racial attributes that deemed

the group inferior and thus unentitled to fair wages, full citizenship rights, or social

equality.
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In fact, racial strife between blacks and whites in the WhiBtates was explicitly cited

by white Canadians in their arguments against Chinese immigration. Racial nationalist
Agnes Laut wrote ifThe Canadian Commonwealthmpmp 0 G KI 0 &G wi8KS?2
Asiatic should have the same liberty to come and go witha@aras Canadians have to

come and go with the Orient. Theoretically, also, the colored man should be as clean

and upright and freeand-equal and dependable as the white man; but practiaally an

anguish that has cost the South blood and teapsacticallyhe isn't. The theory does

y2i ¢2N] 2dzio bSAGKSNI R2Sa Al o6A0GK GKS |2
Canadian Parliament on an Immigration Bill, one Member of Parliament explicitly
invoked antiblack racism as a reason to exclude Chineggants. Citing racial strife in

GKS ' yAGSR {iFriGSax KS SEK2NISR: awseS Oy
is not filled with fearful outrages committed by that class of [black] people upon the

whites and accounts of fearful retaliation uporetiperpetrators of them. It only shows

that the importation of a people differing in feeling, in character, in culture and manners

and customs, into a country with the population of which they cannot by any possible

means assimilate, is calculatedtob8&NB I G &2 dzZNDS 2F RIFYISNI (2 i

And like African Americans, Chinese migrants were treated as enemies of the state. In
the U.S., he persistence of white supremacy, racial terror, and structural racism
ensured that America's promises of Emamation and Radical Reconstruction would

remain unfulfilled. Canada's dominant nationalist narratives upheld white supremacy
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just as successfullyand offered as an additional benefit an imagined moral high ground

from which to point out their superioritpver white Americans. Canadian articulations

of moral superiority elided the history of slavery and the oppression of African
descended and Native peoples, who remained aliens inside the nst#e they had

helped to build, subjected to unequal citizémg and mobility rights, and paid wages a
FNFOQlAz2y 2F (K2aS LIAR GoKAGSE 62N] SNEOD (
other groups of darker skinned workers joined them in racialized peonage, and the
national meanings that racial nationalists athed to Chinese migrant workers in

Canada and the United States.

The question of Chinese immigration brought to light both reinforcing and competing
definitions of whiteness, masculinity, Christianity, and national values and the meaning

2F (GKS SAViIKIAMYZ YEKS &S (G662 aoKAGS YSyda O2dzyi
/ Iy I RI ®ayal Gymynjssion on Chinese Immigratisra transnational interaction

of racial nationalists and labor leaders, | will discuss the paramount importance of

/I Iyl RI Q& infrddtricturd yrbjéct: constructing the Canadian Pacific Railway

(CPR), and the role of Chinese workers in its realization. To Canadian nationalists, the
CPR was indispensable to an economically and politically integrated +saite) but

the Chinese wrkers who were imported to build it undermined the central tenets of

4

yEGA2YFEA2GA40Q NIYOALFE yINNYGAGS 2F ARSydGAdGe

223



The Historical Context of the Royal Commission

The push for Chinese exclusion came about as a result of the migration of Chinese
workerstog 2 N] Ay (GKS YAySaszs FyR tFGSNI 2y yI (A2
Chinese immigrants to stay in Canada came north from San Francisco following the gold

rush to the Fraser River Valley in 1858. In the 1860s many moved on to prospect for gold

iy GKS [/ FTNRo622 az2dzyidlrAya 2F . NAGAAK [/ 2fdzYo
Canadian Pacific Railway, many were brought directly from China. From 1880 to 1885
about 17,000 Chinese labourers helped build the difficult and dangerous British
Columbia seton of the railway. In spite of their contributions, there was a great deal of
prejudice against the Chinese, and they were paid only half the wage of white

62N] SNE ¢

The Canadian Pacific Railway was vested with central national meaning, as a way of
preventing American annexation and keeping Canada British. The railway would do this
by increasing easwest trade within Canada, and filling the Northwest with desirable

white settlers. Moreover, as Daniel Francis explains, the CPR was sean as

1  Chinese workers were also used as stiikeakers, which only served to increase the hostility against them, and make thexm aléthe more unfit to be
union members.

<http: //canadaonline.about.com/od/historyofimmigration/a/chineseheadtax.htm>
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Chinese Workers and Railroad Construction

Both the U.S. and Canadian railroads made use ofuth@erpaid labor of Chinese

workers, particularly for the heavy work of getting over and through mountains. These
difficult and dangerous jobs posed a high riskao€idental explosiondandslides, and

rockslides .dzi FNRY (GKS [/ leytheRutdonfe sdetnedinvdrd dhe LIS N& L
risk. Looking with envy at America's triumphalist national identity, strong economy, and
booming population, which the railroad had helped facilitate, Canadian ndttiglders

sought to match and ideally to surpassthe sucess of their neighbors and rivals.
Nationbuilders in Canada exploited popular fears of American expansionism to
convince Canadian taxpayers that the massive expenditure and resulting presence of

| KAYSaS 62NJSNER Ay GKSAN @ricktd fag forvhhatignala O2 dz

glory.

Railroad construction was spearheaded by Conservative Prime Minister Sir John A.
Macdonald. We already saw Macdonald in political cartoons from Chapter 2, forcing

First Nations off a cliff, and telth (0 KSY (2da &R 8] G62NI 1S 61 & 7Tz
and new waves of European settlers (Fig. 2.8). We also saw him standing on the corpses
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of slain Métis, in the satirical fgguring of the earlier image (Fig. 2.9). As they had in
the United States, white workers in Gada protested the presence of Chinese workers,

as a perceived threat to their jobs and standard of living.

Yet the question of the railway brought politicians and labor leaders {teddkad.

Despite the fact that both groups were racial nationalists,ytHead very different

economic and political interests, which they harnessed to articulate conflicting visions of

the best course of national development. Labor leaders critiqued the interests of
corporate elites and their political representatives, andatwled the rights of white
workingmen. Let us return to John P. McConnell, introduced in Chapter 1, the editor of

the viciously antAsian B.C. Saturday Sunsetin his founding editorial, McConnell
condemned the interest of elites and capital, and laude® S STFF2 NI A 2F G A
f SIF RSNRE d¢ a0/ 2yy Sttt y20f | ZAf & KANEBSH S alySRR AL |
aGryR G2 0SS YIRS GKS RdzYLIAYy3a 3INRBdzyR F2NJ ! &
odzi ¢Syl 2y G2 | NBdzSY dewhélaakimpbr@tiof Jap f f & ¢
022t ASa Ay GKS AyaGaSNBaida 2F NFIYAENRIRa 2N

LR EAGAOALIYaU | OGADS aSyO2dzNy 3SYSyYyd 2F gKAGD

To appease the popular racial nationalism of white workers and nascent labor
organizations, Macdonald justified the presence of Chinese workers as a necessary evil

to be forborne in order to complete the important national project that would link the



A 7

aagrasS FTNRBRY aSlk G2 aSlto hyS aSyYoSNBis2F  t N
shat space of time we will be able to start from the Atlantic Ocean and cross on British
a2Af G2 K S(House OFACHHNDNS A48esB, 4 Parliament, 1882: 4).

Though Macdonald himself was a racial nationalist, he understood gbptilar and

state representations of Chinese as unassimilable were deeply intertwined and

mutually-reinforcing.

LY mMyypZX alOR2yIlItR gla&d a1SR Ay tIFINIAFYSY
which is being pursued and of which you approved is to encourage whitegration,
YR ftft2g GKS LINBaSyid /KAySasS asSiidftSySyd
NEALRYRSR a, Sao L 60StAS®S (GKS Ay G(KS O2 dzN
will become so few in number that their presence will cease to be a serioestai),

and that by giving encouragement to the whites we shall be able to supply their places

with white people.? To respond to their workinglass white critics, other members of

2 48 Victoria; Sessional Papers, No. 54a. page®@KS 06St AS¥ (GKIFG / KAYyS&S Ay /Iyl Rl @ #adth& onfy@ndly G dzt £ £ @ aRA
laborers were permitted to enter Canada for the work of railway construction. So addition to being racialized, discorisimese was also heavily
gendered. This policy was a form of natural population control, since relationgebat Chinese men and white women were strictly controlled. As
I 2yadGly0S .1 01K2dzaS SELX FAya Ay a2 KAGS 2 2YaSextabthrdatitadwhitzMbnieh. sSappdsedly, Ching®a S YSy 68
menthreatened to take advantage efhite womenor get them addictedo opium. Thuslaws were passed to govern the interactions betwékese two
groups Pointing out the elasticity of racial ideology, Backhouse explains that Chinese men were at once constructed as watike dand effeminate,
and also as lascivious, predatory, drug peddlers. | argue that this dual construction allowe@aBadian men to simultaneously maintain a sense of
superior masculinity, while also preserving exclusive sexual access to white women, and exploitibgrtioé @hinese men, while making it impossible for
/ I y' I RHin@sédescended populationo grow through sexual reproduction. This illustrates one of my overall arguments that the malleability of racial
ideology allowed ito be constantly reshaped as hesuited the needs of racial and economic elites. Ideology is constructed and can take any form, and so is
an important tool in maintaining hegemonic forms of domination.

The following discussion from ti&85 Sessional Papéssalso veryevealing of @minant conceptions of Chinese workers, in terms of both race and class
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workers, was the only way to achieve this goal.

Ironically, although the presence of Chinese and European immigrants was seen as
mutually exclusivethe labor of Chinese in Canada was intrinsically tied to nation
building and Canadian national identity. Chinese workers made railroad construction
possible because they could be paid less than white workers to perform the difficult and
dangerous work of pushing tHePR through the mountains of British Columbia. this

sense, Chinese in Canada were viewed as a means to a greater racigdeehaf a

racial national project In an 1887 debate of the House of Commons, Sir John A.

Q. Intellectually do they appear to be inferior to the laboring classes of the white paopleThat is a very difficult question to answer. They are not a
reading people, though nat of them read and write in their own language, but they have no newspapers, they have no books. They appear to have means
of information, though how that information is disseminated it is impossible to tell. They are@mamunicative; you can never@stain anything from a
Chinaman. In their amusements or intercourse with whites, the majority of them exhibit a very low order of intelligergeceiainly show little capacity
for progress, but appear content to continue always in one channel. dieegertainly the most inhuman of all people unless it be the uncivilized races. They
will leave their own friends and people to die of neglect and starvation if they are sick, and seem totally indifferdfertogsu48 Victoria; Sessional Papers,
No. 54a. page 11).
3 As we have seen, in a November 1869 cartooDiogenes"From Halifax to Vancouver(Fig. 2.2tresses the importance of building a national railway in
Canada. As Charles and Cynthia Hou point out, the United States had compket€ertral Pacific and Union Pacific railways in May of that year, and
intended to build another closer to the Canadian border, which stoked/further inflamed existing fears of American anneXatocartoon presents the
future possibility of a nationakilway as the key to saving Canada from the threat of American annexation. In the cartoon, Miss Canada points at the as yet
inexistentrailway, explaining to Uncle Sam "This is what we want, cousin Jonathan. It will give us real independence, arel fetjshhtalk about
annexation". Rubbing his beard in bemusement/consternation, Uncle Sam replies, "Wal, miss, | guess you're right thaeliewvelit when | see it". This
cartoon frames the railway as a test of Canadian mettle in the wake ofN#M® y R 2 dzo (i ® a2NB20SNE AlG LINBaSyida GKS
Confederation, which occurred two years prior (Frant897: 17. ! NBdzt 6f 8 = G(KS NI Af gl & 61 & OKEFENFOGSNAT SR & GaKSNER
U.S. annexation, but also fétited white immigration, and so saved the country from being peopled bywloites, given that the presence of whites and

non-whites has long been constructed as incompatible.

228



Macdonald advocated Chinese workensCanada as a temporary inconvenience that
KFR 2 0S SYRdzZNBR Ay 2NRSNJ G2 NBFOK GKS 3N

It is rather inconvenient that this subject should be brought up without notice of any
kind; and the hon. gentleman must be &died with a very brief and perhaps
unsatisfactory answer. No complaints have reached the Government of serious
interference with white labor in British Columbia, from the influx of Chinese labor. In
fact, there is such a want of white labor in BritiSblumbia, that if you wish to have the
railway finished within any reasonable time, there must be no such step against Chinese
labor. It is certain that British Columbia suffers very much from the want of steady flow
into it of white immigration; and untithe Pacific Railway is finished, | fancy that
difficulty will always continue. It is of very great importance, in order to enable British
Columbia to get the advantage of the flow of Immigration from Europe, that the railway
should be finished as eattya LI2 4 &4A0f S¢ @

The railroad was an important national symbol, and as Daniel Francis argues in National
adlKa oOoOmMdppHOE GKS O2YLIX SGA2Y 2F GKS NI AT
endeavour which united the disparate regions of the country in a sithgle, dream of
YIGA2YK22Ré OCNIYOAAY mMcUOOD al OR2y I+t R gl a
cost necessary, and for this, he too has been memorialized. As Francis goes on to

SELX I AYyS aGwABYy GKS LIYyiKS2y 2F yandthey o0 dzi

N}AEfGEE 614 KAa OK2aSy AyadNdzySyidé o6mtood

4  (Senate Debates, 1st Session, 6th Parliament, 1887:1477) This idea ioraedtby the testimony before the Royal Commiss{b885)of Philip Dwyey
Il dad® 464a2YS GAYSO /ly2y 2F YAtfl€2S /FGKSRNIf X LNBf LI yRtEfabombkcausd dEBRRS R G KIF G /|
construction, which need tarfish "After this is over there will be no valid excuse for their unlimited invasion of the land" (362). He then gossyri'But
should considerations of this kind be overlooked, what will the final result be? What else but a population of Mengeiiaarically predominant, who will
remit their earnings out of the province, who will practice exclusive dealing, and never permanently attach themselvéishtcCBlimbia, or become
identified with her laws. And then what stronger justification candiven of the current censure of inconsistency, contained in the taunt, that what was
once 'British' was made 'Chinese Columbia”...And further, an uncontrolled immigration of Mongolians, to any extent, neuitdeznlony subject to the
additional and § NJ& 2 dz& CHaplkali, d)dasepMublphd) and John Hamilton GraRReport of the Royal Commission on Chinese Immigration. Report and
EvidenceOttawa: Printed by order of the Commission, 18862).
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Despite Macdonald and other natied dzA ft RSNBR Q Of FAY G2 |y StAl
best way to ensure the state's glorious fututbe question of Chinese migration caused
tense confrontationdetween labor leaders and politicians and economic elitdhese
confrontations unearthed pressing issues of class, regionalism, and national identity.
The Canadian debate about admitting Chinese workers did not occur in a vacuum.
Canadian racial nationalist®ok part in transnational conversations about how to
protect the newlyacquired rights of white workersFor the most part, Canadian racial
nationalists aligned themselves with their American counterparts in championing
immigration restriction followinghe completion of the railroad.Agnes Laut explains,
that she traveled to Californiawhere spoke with American racial nationalists about
Asian exclusion. Similarly, James S. Woodsworth was also an advocate of (white)
working class rights, and arguethat they could only be promoted by excluding

undesirable immigrants.

The question of Chinese migration and afssian sentiment was framed first and
foremost as a threat tavhite workers, and their nevilound opportunities for upward
mobility. As white wrkers organized and demanded rights, articulating these demands
as a corollary of an emerging sense of white entitlement to fair wages and freedom

from exploitation. While the demands of white workers were anathema to state

51n fact, for all her espoused love of Canada, Lauhtiadly moved to the United States.
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projects such as railway comgttion, which politicians hoped to build as cestectively
as possible, they nonetheless dovetailed with racial nationalist visions of the imagined
community, and reinforced the desire for racist immigration policies that conspired to

keep Canadaand&SNJ SYSNBAyYy 3 adldSa aéeKAGS Ylydua O

Responding to popular outcry, the Macdonald Conservative government created the
Royal Commission to determine Canadian state policy towards Chinese migration.
Canadian labor leaders banded together and adymwith their American neighbors, to
argue for the rights of white workers. Ironically, workers rights' advocates, like the
politicians they criticized, viewed both immigration and labor as inherently

incompatible. Popular racism both clashed with andlatmrated with state racism.
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capital interests they decried, reinforced the idea mimigration and labor amutually

exclusive  Similarly, white workers never seriously considered banding with their
GONRGY ONRBOKSNEBE G2 F2N¥ AYOGSNNI OALFfE fFo2l
secure more power for the working class. Insteadjtevvorkers in Canada and the

United States identified Chinese workers as a threat, and banded together to curtail
migration. In addition to being heavily clasased, opposition was also regionalized,

and was particularly virulent in California and thacRic Northwest, where most Asian

newcomers migrated and worked.



Racial and National Meanings from the Royal Commission (1885)

Important tensions, contradictions, and debates about race, labor, and citizenship
emerge through the hearings of the Royain@nission on Chinese Immigration created
by the Canadian Parliament in 188885 to advise it about how to legislate @hinese
immigration® Reading the racialist assumptions and national meanings generated
GKNRdzZAK GKS / 2YYAa&ai 2nyie depork SondsileyCGariadiah wng
American popular depictions of Chinese migrants provides a more nuanced
understanding of the complex processes of transnational racial nationalism and
individual instances of identity construction and in this er&or dl that Canadian
nationalists worked to create a discourse of national exceptionalism with distinct British
imperial inflections of masculinity and civilization, they shared many of the fears of their
O2dzy GSNLI NIla Ay GKS !'yAlSIR OROyTHINA SEPR
context of labor shortages, white workingmen in Canada, as throughout the British

Empire and North America, feared competition from Chinese workers who were willing

to labor for lower wages.

asi

6  The Chinese Immigration A2tF My yp ¢l & 1 NBSt& o6FaSR 2y GKS NBOZvaNos gail Radiaingndiof @afiaddl KS w2 @l f

"Chinese Immigration Act 1885, an Act to Restrict and Regulate @himesigration into Canada.” July 20, 1885. And: Chapleau, Jésigiphe, and John
Hamilton Gray. "Report of the Royal Commission on Chinese Immigration. Report and Evidence." Ottawa: Printed by or@enwhission, 1885.
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Throughout the white world, economic igration from Asia was framed in terms of
racialdominance. Yet the historical context of colonial contest also pitted white men's
countries against one another, in a contest f@tionaldominance. The construction of

Canada's Railway was a responseAtoericanrailroad construction, and the related

debates about Chinese labor and immigration were part of a transnational dialogue
among Canada, the United States, and other white men's countries. At the 1885 Royal
Commission, Canadians and Americans,ipdliOA | ya> tF062NJ £ S RSNA X
came together to discuss larger questions of race and nation, and ultimately to

determine the fate of Chinese workers in Canada.

Decades later, Canadian immigration restrictionists would reciprocate by speaikihe

1907 meeting of the Washington Federation of Labor, held in Tacoma, Washington. As
Kornel Chang explains, labor leaders in Canada and the United States came together at
GKS YSSOAy3a IyR al &aSNI S Rclads identity igf @dgB 3 A 2 y I €
2R aAbGA2yY G2 1aialy U022fASU 1 062NE o6cTydD
through Chinese neighborhoods in Vancouver and San Francisco. But this outcome was
FIN FNRY AySgAaGlotST a4 6SNB G(KS SHRef dairzy
1885 Royal Commission represents a historical moment at which/when Canadian and
American racial nationalistsas well as their anfiacist critics presented competing
conceptions of race, labor, and citizenship. These divergent definitions of Camadian

American whiteness, values, and identity were weighed at the highest level of
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government, with profound consequences for national identity, and the laws that

helped shape it.

That Chinese immigration was framed in terms of a competition for racalinance

becomes especially clear in the Commission Report. James P. Dameron, a lawyer
resident in California since 1849, testified before the Commission about this interracial
SyO2dzyiSNJ a2y GKS @GANBAY az2Af 27F their f A F2 NJ
peculiar civilization, have met us at the Golden Gate, and have begun the contest for the
ascendency The large numbers here, and the constant increase arriving daily, and the
nearness and accessibility of the hive they swarm from, have alarmedvthtes of

I TEAF2NYAL YR GKS tIFOATAO O2| aay whit/ R ¢ St
I'LYFTRALYya aAYAfINI& LISNOSAOSR / KAYySasS g2NJ
of their own vulnerable natiostate. The cries of these concerned &dians for

exclusion laws spawned the Commission, even as other critics in Canada and the U.S.
argued for more humanistic and asicist definitions of national identity. When read
alongside Canadian and American popular culture, the Parliament's Rayahi€sion

provides insight into the processes of racial ideology and national identity formation in

thisera.

Most Canadian nationalists, despite articulating a superior British imperial masculinity

and whiteness in regard to Native and Afried@scendedpeoples, perceived the
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GhNASY Gl LINRPotSYéE Ay SEIFQOGteée GKS alyY$S 681
' YSNAOlIya FdzZiK2NARGASEA 2y [/ KAYSAS Ay GoKAG
WSELISNIL &AQT &dzOK | & |ESefingEPos[BanEmd@i&ca) arfHas (2 NJ 2
Meters Inspector, to testify before the Commission about Chinese migration, and its
presumed benefits and dangers. In his testimony, George contrasted Chinese migration

to America to that of ethnic whites. He argued that Chinese migravould reduce the
AYYAIANF GAZ2Y 2F 6KAGS 1 02NBNBY FT2N Ayaidlyo
in which Italian immigrants are engaged; the cigade, in which Germans are

engaged; and washing, in which our women in the east are engagetb take away

GKFG AYyRdzOSYSyid ¢KAOK GKS&aS LIS2LXS KIR G2

I NBdzSR:X Gwi6KS LaGFtAFya FaaAYATIGS gAGK dz
politic; and so with the Irish and Germans; they become citizens arich@ American.

CKSNBE Aa I RAFFSNBYOS Ay GKIFG NBaLISOG o0Sis

Ly GKA&a NB3IAFNRZ GKSNB ¢l a AYRSSR I RAFTSNE
Chinese were notllowed to become citizens. For, asJames William St GWValker

explains in'Race", Rights and the Law in the Supreme Court of Cahad&pT 0 X G WA B Y
of its first acts after Confederation, the BC legislature in 1872 disfranchised Chinese in

the province, adding Japanese and East Indians in 1895 and 1907tresige as their

numbers began to warrant similar attentiorBaskatchewan followed BC's example and

disfranchised Chinese residents in 1808 6 H p 0 ® 2 £ 1SN 328a 2y
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the federal franchise derived from provincial qualifications, pess barred by a
province were automatically denied the federal vote. Many other rights and privileges
depended upon being on the provincial voter's list as well, including the right to public

office, jury service, employment in the public service andltbdl OG A O&6). 2 F | 5 ¢

Alongsided O 2-d 2 NyeBat racism that is, legal racism which functions through the

dza S 2 ¥/ SANIND § ¢t trdpeésyoH GiingsS inassimilability were constantly

invoked within transnational conversations about race andiam to further white

worker's perceived class interests. Any lack of social integration on the part of Chinese
migrants was framed not as the result of white ostracism or legal racism but rather as
further evidence of Chinese inferiority and racial uméiss for citizenship. Henry George

Ffa2 GSAaGAFTASR G2 GKS /2YYAaairzy GKIFG GKS
citizens; it is totally foreign to their ideas; and it would be utterly destructive to our
civilization to incorporate them withus. The Y S@SNJ I GG SYLIWG (2 06S02Y

What was more, he opined, "[clompared with the white race[,] | think they are deficient

in intellect and incapable of understanding our institutions, our regard for personal

7 And as Backhouse arguesydaR| & YeGKz2f23& 2F aNI OSt SaaySaaé KI a-clads direddhip  Reoplelofcdlor @8 F G KS | 42
Canada, rendering legal racism virtually invisible. Walker corroborateésé 6 A (i K2 dzii | y& RANBOG AR @x@miEdyhe SigtinciioksS 8 S NB 3 dzf |
imp2a SR 2y (KS IWakdryIBries W .5t GRack,"GRRYHts and the Law in the Supreme Court of Canada Historical Case Btatielso,

Ontario: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 1925
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liberty, dislike of arbitrary power,espect for law, and personal independence (238).
l y2 G KSNJJGhE E ISIGMT ¢ RBEAARSY G 2F {Iy CN}IyOArAaldz

L' AA 1 GA O SARKRYSIRNAISKEA(E aSYuUAYSyids adriaAay3a GKI

state isutterlyincomp G A6t S gAGK yeidKAy3a tA1S I 3I23SN

Ideas of Chinese inferiority were not uniquely American, but were shared by racial
nationalists in Canada and in Britain and its Empire. Thus, in these racial constructions

in their testimony American experts drew upon transnational discourses about race and
citizenship, vesting them with republican inflections, befitting the character of their own
particular brand of national exceptionalism. By and large, Canadians shared these
notions, andike Americans, saw Chinese as incompatible, not just with their imagined
O2YYdzyAllés odzi |t a2 ¢AdK Canadigd rackl n&iandlists A 1 | G
echoed George's view, even if the content of their national identity differed from their

Ameri@an counterparts', with more emphasis on imperial duty, and less on personal

liberty and distrust for strong government.

8  Again linking the peeptions of blacks and Chinese, he goesontogsay Kl @S 6SSy (2t R G(KId / KAySasS &aidzRSyia Ay 2d:
learn very fast up to a certain point but beyond that point it is difficult for them to go, and they are incapableaiofraf the state of civilization the
Caucasian is capable of. | have the same objection to the introduction of the negro as to the importation of the CHieesember of negroes in the

country is fixed, while the number of Chinese may be increade$iF A y A (1: 2888 ¢ omyyp
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In 1886, a year after the Royal Commission, and the passage of the first exclusion laws,

one appointed Representative, Hon. Mr. Nelsargued inthe Sena2 So I 6 SayY a wg 8 ¢
not want to create a second Chinese Empire on this continent; we have not built
railways and opened up the NorAWest to fill it with a people ofthat charactetée o6 cy mX
emphasis mine). So despite the fact thatviis essentially Chinese workers wiailt

the railways, the railways were not bufior them. Immigration restriction was the
a2fdziAzy (G2 LISNLISGdzZ GAy3a GKS LIKSy2YSyz2y
accompanying gains of white workers.Although Chineseimmigrants had been

vigorously recruited for the dangerous, pooeggid work of building the Canadian

Pacific Railway, upon its completion in 1885, they were just as vigorously excluded.

Following the Royal Commission, the Canadian Parliament passedCtiinese
Immigration Act(1885), which included a head tax provision designed to discourage
Chinese migration to CanadaAfter the initial head tax of $50 failed to prevent
migration, the amount was raised to $100 in 1901, then $500 in 1904. This was a
significant financial burden for migrant workers. In 1904, $500 was approximately two
years wagefor Chinese laborers. This amounted to a form of indentured labor, since

Chinese Canadians were required to use the bulk of their paltry earnings to neienbu

9 adz GAOdzA G dzNT £ I A&d2NE {20rSie@ 2F hy G N& 21858mapin MIde | K KAYBHRS YA BNIRG A Y E |

<www.mhso.ca/chinesecanadianwomen/en/timeline.php?e=6>, viewed Sept. 17, 2012.
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ship captains for their passad®. With the exception of the Chinese head tax, many
FaLSoGa 2F /Iyl RIviddallySdpiéd from the2Uyiited Stages ChinésblBS

Exclusion Act (18825.

In addition to perceived racial inferiority, the Chggsewere deemed uninterested in

OAGAT SYaKALI FYR a4/ FYFTRAFYATFGAZ2YE D LY mMyy
year of the passage of the first exclusion laws, one appointed Representative, the Hon.
aNX¥P bSftazys | NBdzSR A ye QhieSe afe 8of liké dbirseiv&pthati Sa G
GKSe8 yYyS@OSNI OFy 06S02YS LI NI I YR Débdatdsnght 2 F |
Session, 5th Parliament, 1886: 681). Nelson went on to lay bfamthe apparent
inassimilability of Chinese migrants to integramgoi Canadian society squarely on the

migrarts themselvesr NHdzZA y3Y awi8KS / KAySasS R2 y24 gl
they regard themselves as superior to any race on earth, and hold themselves aloof and

will continue to hold themselves aloof froour population, and | submit that they are

y20 I RSaAaANIO6fS LIRLMzZIIGA2Y Ay 2dzNJ O2dzy i NEB €

10 When migration continued desgitthe increased head taxes on Chinese migrant workers, Canada banned all migration from China in the revised Chinese
Immigration Act of 1923. The only exceptions permitted by the new Act were students and wealthy merchants (Knowld8&00This patly continued
until 1946, when it was finally repealed (Knowles136).

11! YSNR OF Q& SEOf deBaigehacted by therSenate lanil $i6use of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That

from and after the expiration ofinety days next after the passage of this act, and until the expiration of ten years next after the passage of this act, the
coming of Chinese laborers to the United States be, and the same is hereby, suspended; and during such suspension liteshalfuidor any Chinese
laborer to come, or having so come after the expiration of said ninety days to remain within the UnitedtStates

"Transcript of Chinese Exclusion Act (1882)",

<www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=47&page=transcript>, viddezgmber 16, 2012
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The notion that Chinese did not want to become citizens clashed with the fact that they

were actively prevented from voting. In the Parliament Debate from 190€ same

year the head tax was raised to $100, Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier explained that in
Myyn (GKS 328SNYYSyid 2F . &/ & KIR aAadaadzsSR |
the report, the government introduced a measure under which a poll fafiftyg dollars

gl & AYLRAaSR dzlRy Fff [/ KAYSAS AYYAINIryilGaég 6
6K2 LI AR GKS LRttt GFrE aStR2Y SEOSSRSR wnn
disfranchised, and certainly could not vot@ massdor leaders o would represent

their interests, as could white racial nationalists (7407). So why impose racist laws
limiting citizenship rights if Chinese migrants were not capable or desirous of holding

them anyway? The rhetorical gymnastics of racial nationatisesv no bounds; their

exercise was much more about power than truth.

Labor, Migration, and Anti -Chinese Racism in Popular Visual

Culture

Of course, power was not only about law and voting, but was also about ideology and
culture. In popular visualutture, symbolism and meaning had long been harnessed by
racial nationalists to perpetuate ar@hinese racism. This popular visual culture and its
racial ideology longredated the Royal Commission, though we can see how many of

the existing same themeand racial stereotypes emerged decades latekn 1879
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political cartoon from theCanadian lllustrated New®lontreal), "The Heathen Chinee

in British Columbia”, presents ideas of race and citizensmpilar to those that

American experts would later irdducein the Commission Repor{The imageshows a
well-dressed white man apprehending a diminutive, mustached, Chinese man by his
braided hair(Fig. 3.1). The men astanding2 dzi 8 A RS &/ KSS [dzy 3¢ 41 a
establishment, presumably the Chines®n's business. The Chinese man exclaims in

pidgin English "[w]hy you sendee me offee!", to which the tall, white man, identified as

2

ax

4! Y2 NbsRdé& 'Za B.C. Premier, whose chosgn- YS (G NI yatl dS5a |
the World or the Lover oMankind ph&B: "[b]Jecause you can't or won't 'assimilate
with us". "What is datee!" remarks the Chinese man. Amor de Cosmos, responds: "You

won't drink whiskey, and talk politics and vote like us."

12 Amor de Cosmos (né&Villiam Alexander Smith,8251897) served as the second Premier of British Coluparid had also been a member of thegislative
Assembly of Vancouver Island, and later, a Liberal representati%ctdria in boh the provincial legislature and the House of Commors addition to
being a politiciande Cosmosvas also a journalist and publishemd editor of theColonist Cosmos' parents wetdnited EmpireLoyalistsvho had fled the
United States, followingie American Revolution. Cosmos was a fervent nationalist who wanted to see British North America to becsuppssihg, and
who backed the entry of British Columbia into Confederation. In terms of his racial views, the Dictionary of Canadigh&BiogseE LJ | Aya G KF &G RS /24
WrS6a 2y YILGAGS LYRAFYya FyR [/ KAYS&aS AYYAINIYyEGE Ft gl &ah NBBadCi®f asi SGIT SNAQ
WAYFSNRAZND LIS2L) Sa¢ o 58 /23aY24L0f BeR HHADEBRAGYRARFA WAXLINBRRRYSY gl t RE QUL RSY
AYyFtdSyOSa 2F 6KAGSE FYyR GNIAYSR Ay WOAGAL AT SRQ 2 O Gegzedenied 8 yicdeFundamdd@IOA | £ € & I N
GKNBL G 6SQ@Rdzy/2 (0 K $1& A Whicionaiy ®bRg y2d8abHK8y (KS O2y(iNINBX (GKIFIG Fa Iy SO02y2YAO
economic growth and his recognition that minority groups could provide rmedtded labour softened these negative stergmg. Thus he praised the
LYRAIFY&aQ O2y(iNROdziA2Yy (G2 GKS YIFINJQSG S02y2Yeé (KNRdAZAK FritheKl®6Ps] wolld pRovel 3 NA Odzf (i dzNF
AYYSyaSte KStLFdA Ay dzyt201Ay3I (KS yMBrHzE2 yAQA . ONRAGIA &3KG 2/ N2 Kd2YdpaAS:  2ATY (16831 &f AGTKAGS R dizda
INBgs FyR GKS Yora3ddAade GKFIG KFER SENIASNI YENL SR 55 / 2aviga@ehingsednifid 2y a 2y YAy
thinking and politics. From 5 S/ 2 & Y 2Dictionaty YfZhidadian Biography Onlirbttp://biographi.ca/009004119.0%e.php?id_nbr=6068, viewed
IL'LINAf HOZX HAMO® 1'Y2NJ RS /24Y23Q ylI GRat CankdidriHolitidal3Rrtodny; Y913 t@ Icouver: Mdbdy's = YR / &y (i

Lookout Press, 2002.
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The Imagined Stakes of Chinese Immigration

Canadian racial n@nalists, like Americans, also viewed immigration restriction and
disfranchisement as a service bhomanity, to ensure the future of western civilization

FYR GLINRINBaas o ¢KS®@ AYF3IAYSR KdzYly LINE 3N
which AngleSaxon civilization would triumph. Although discourses of racial otherness

and exclusion had some distinct national inflections, Chinese immigration was framed

by both Canadians and Americans not only as a national problem but as a threat to
GoKAGQSHAAYEA TIAE [T gK2f SO t SNKI LJA NI OAFf yIi
or perhaps it simply represented an effort to legitimate discriminatory exclusion laws,

using more humanistic languagespecially in the wake of critiques of this practice as
hypocritical and contrary to national values. As | will discuss later in this chapter, some

critics condemned the glaring hypocrisy of exclusion ldaspoth the United States

and British Empire sent missionaries and merchants to China, and Britain laiégre

with China. Yet racial nationalists dismissed such criticism with claims that the

AdzZLISNA2NA & 27F (KS-eddeffand &mandtrébes o1 a o020 K a

North Americans presented themselves as inheritors of European greatness and
defenders of tlis legacy; even Americans, who had revolted against Britain. Yet they
were still white men who linked their plight with that of their Europeanetmears
whenever it best served their racial nationalist interest. As Califorfieank M. Pixley,
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for whomy 2 G ONBRSy Al faé¢ NS IFIABSYys aidlidSR o
| KAYySaS blFNB aSLINIFGSR FNRBY 2dz2NJ ot F OAFAOSB
throw open our continent and its broad area, all its mineral wealth, its agricultural
resources, andts mechanical employments, to the importation of this people, is simply

G2 AYyOAGS dzLl2y dza GKS ol NBI NAVDO a02dzNHS GKI

Despite invoking slightly different values and assumptions, Canadians' British imperial
brand of racial natnalism ultimately had the same consequences, resulting in similar
policies as Americans' Republican racial nationalism. As our racial nationalist US lawyer,
James P. Dameron, testified before the Commission, the social sciences of ethnology

and craniolog, clearlyprovedwhite superiority** In this pseudescientific schema of

thinking, cranial measurements and other physionomic taxonomies, were assumed to
O2NNBalLRYyR gAUK AyuSttAaSYyOS FyR adaAdl oAt A
having he brain capacity, [Chinese] can never attain the high position of being free men

and using the ballot wisely and honorably in the selection ofttbstand purestmen to

office [sic] to rule and govern them, but would look upon it as something put irgo th

136. FNBBO 502dzNHS¢é A& LINBolofte I NBFSNByOS (2 DSy3IKAE YKIY 2N &' GdAtl GKS | dzyé o
14 For more on craniology, physiognomy, and other pseudosciences, see

Baker, Lee OFrom Savage to Negranthropology and the Constition of Race, 1896954 Berkeley, CalifornidJniversity of California Press, 1998.

Foucault, Michel. Madness and Civilization; a History of Insanity in the Age of Reason. Néabsdon Books, 1965.

Gilman, Sander L. Difference and Pathol®gredypes of Sexuality, Race, and Madness. Ith&canell University Press, 1985.

Goldberg, David Thednatomy of RacismMinneapolis University of Minnesota Press, 1990.

Gould, Stephen Jayhe Mismeasure of MarNew YorkNorton, 1981.
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KFryRa o0& ¢KAOK GKSe YA3IKG YF1S | FS¢ R2tfl
bopmMI SYLKIFAAA YAYSOO® 5 YSNRY oSy ({sicl2y U2
dangerous to republics, and their immigration should be looked upon witkavbsfby

Fff GNHzZS ft20SNE 2F FTNBSR2Y yR LINRPINBaaég o

Like their Canadian counterparts American racial nationalists also framed themselves as

Gt 20SNE 2F YIYylAYRéS LINRPGSOGAY3I eSaxdkK oKAI
civilization from the degradg effects of contact with, and contamination by, inferior

races and cultures, such as the Chinese. As historian Peter Ward expl&ifisten

Canada Foreve® MmtpTy v X GKS NIOAad | NOKSGeéeLlSa 27
I KAYEFYlLyés Fa ¢St YIFRRKE2FSEXYNKBY Ft 26 SNE
terms of derision common in the nineteenth century, though he asserts that they were

not quite as disparaging as the twentieth centurytedn/ KAy 1 € 000 @

These racial stereotypes were implicitly bound ujthwEuropean imperialism and

colonial domination. Ward goes onto argégeco S 6 @S NJ aAy OS bl L2t S2y |
sleeping giant of the East, the twin themes raice warand Asian inundationhad
NEOdzNNBER Ay 9dzNRLISI Y LJ2 Lldz H NéntioK ® ditaieé o6 c =
widely in North America during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. In fact,
Dameron effortlessly invokes both these transnational thensey] links them to the

need for national exclusion laws, prefacing his discusgidh ONJ yA2f 23& o6& | |
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throw open the country to [Chinese] immigration, and foster and encourage it as we do
the European, would mean in a few years, to be overrun, so that the white man would

KFgS G2 SYAINIGST 2NIo6S3IAY | gF NI 2F NI OSat¢

Like J.S. Woodsworth, other Canadian racial nationalists, and their British imperial
brethren, Dameron invoked a transnational, Social Darwinistic taxonomy. This pseudo
scientific classification scheme ranked all of humami®&A A RSR Ay (2 | NDA G
categorieg according to their presumed attributes. So naturally, the corollary to

| KAYSaS Ay TSNRA2NNERyEI & dAKSNRSNAGIleypIt Ay G KS
Commission, American racial nationalists both cited and reinforced transnatiokheifisbe

about racial progress and aptitude, which, of course, conveniently reinforced their own
political and economic agendas. These articulations of racial superiority harnessed

Odzft GdzNF¥ £ yR &a20Alf a ¢Sttt | ausiondaddtuy Gt A FAO
FLIJSEFESR (2 6KAGS | dZRASYyOSau a02YY2yaSyas¢
Dameron went on to argue:

The Caucasian differs from all other races; he is humane; he is civilized and progresses.
He conquers with the head as well as with thand. It is intellect, after all, that
conquers, not the strength of a man's arm. The Caucasian has been often master of the
other races; never their slave. He has carried his religion to other races, but never takes
theirs. In history all religionsra of Caucasian origin. All the great limited forms of
monarchies are Caucasian; republics are Caucasian. All the great sciences are of
Caucasian origin; all inventions are Caucasian; literature and romance come of the same
stock. All the great poets arof Caucasian origin. Moses, Luther, Jé3sst,
Zoroaster, Buddha, Pythagoras, were Caucasian. No race can being up to memory such
celebrated names as the Caucasian race (350, referencing Theodore Parker).
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In one fell swoop, Dameron invoked the teational notion of white people as a
GYF&aGSNI N OS¢ yR GKS AYLISNAIE ARS2ft23e&
frame it in a way that fit the context of American exceptionalism and expansianism
LINSASYGAYy3a aNBLIHzfAO&d:d YR BARNRFINBYRU® o50HKS
G2 KIFI@®S 0SSy dzyl ¢l NS GKIG KS gra 3IAGAY3
appointed by a constitutional monarchy. But like their British imperial forebears,
Americans invoked notions of white superiority and progress in thein imperialist

projects, in Cuba, the Philippines, and Puerto Riaiting notions of white superiority

to legitimate these decidedly nerepublican incursions by a natiestate that stressed
non-intervention of foreign powers and independence from impérule. Yet such

ironies and hypocrisies seemed not to make an impression on racial nationalists, as their
opponents saw, with frustration. These views didn't need to be coherent; they simply
needed to function in ways that preserved embedded powdatiens to match vested

selfinterest.

In addition to their national and individual seéfiterest, by choosing to bring in ‘experts'
such a Dameron, many Canadians aligned themselves with white American and British

imperial racial nationalistqurportedly to protectthe future of western civilization. In

15 For further readig on American imperialism and exceptionalism,:see
Kaplan, AmyThe Anarchy of Empire in the Making of U.S. Culaenbridge, MassHarvard University Press, 2002.
Kramer, Paul A. The Blood of Government: Race, Empire, the United States, & thgrekiliBhapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006.
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reality, migration was essentially an economic issue and a question of labor. So what is
Ffa2 AAAYATFAOLIYG Ay 1Y2N) RS /2avyz2alu SyoOo2
threatening presence of Chineseorkers in particular industries, such as laundries. As

James S. Wbdsworth informed his readers iStrangers Within Our Gates d wA 8y K

9N aGSNYy LINRPGAYyOSa (GKS / KAYIFYlIY Aa 3ISYSNIftf

The image of Chinese laundry workerppaars repeatedly throughout the

t P NXAFYSYyGdlFrNE RA&OdzaaAz2ya 2F GKS a@§ttzg |
complex blend of pseudscientific, cultural, and nationalist claims of white
superiorityt Oy 68 GSFaSR 2dzi 27F G %6, whatisdlsod | SI {F
notable about the image is the careful placement of a laundry business at the site of this

epic encounter between civilizations and empires. For, as one Member of Parliament
LIAGKAE @ Lidzi GKS A&aadzS 2 ¥tidniokey poitiSeeconbr@dNt G A 2 Y
i dz§8a G A2y (KI (Bendte Délated, MSesgioh BéParliament, 18864). In

addition to intense Parliamentary debate, the questioihChinese migration and labor

sparked an unprecedented storm of public visual a@tabout race and nation. Motifs

of Chinese inassimilability circulated transnationally in visual culture, as they did in racial

nationalist discourse.

Perception of Chinese Workers
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The image of Chinesgorkers in laundry business and similar industuess repeated
exhaustively in political cartoons. One of the most striking images depicting Chinese
workers as an ostensible threat to white working classes is an 1882 image from the
Wasp(California) (Fig. 3.2). The image shows a monstrous, leerings€éhwrorker with
eleven arms, each performing a separate a$iom shoemaking to rolling cigars,
carpentry to sewing. Outside, young white men lounge idly, miserable and unemployed
owing to ostensible Chinese hyp@roductivity. One young man, apparentlirivento

crime by idleness or desperation is hauled off by a police officer towards what appears
to be San Quentin Prison, which we can see in the background behind an industrial
school, rendered useless because of the vicious "Chinese trade monoddig'image

AYLX AOAGE @ oflYSa / KAYSAS YAINIyGa F2N ONB

Inside, one of the Chinese man's many busy hands mails a large sack of savings back to
China, virtually plucking the food out of the mouths of white workers' hungry families
even as he drives the desperate men to vice and criminality, because they cannot earn
money in an honest and virtuous way. Part of the discourse of Chinese exclusion

focused on the presumed distinction between white mesupporting families, buying
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homes andS | (i A y 3 thervéhitelmén biing a flesh eating aniféfdt and Chinese

men who supposedly subsisted on anrale diet, and lived in crowded squalor, so that

they could hoard their savings to send them out of the country. The very real aésue
poverty amongst migrants exacerbated by income inequalitydid not factor into the
dominant analysis. The issue was framed in as a racialized polarity, in which white
LIS2 L)X SQa adlyRFNR 2F fAQGAYy3 (KNSBHelewhaBR 2

which Chinese migrant workers were forced to scrape by.

Even if Chinese men weadsosupporting families in Chind,this rarely entered into the

discussion in a meaningful way, as Chinese workers were generally construed
alternately as penmypinching, or & squandering money on vices like gambling, opium,
LINPAaGAGdzGA2Y T 2N aKSIF0KSyé¢ NBfAIA2dza NRGSa
workers were naturally more entitled to jobs, and were also better workers who should

earn higher salaries, becaghey did better quality work, and so represented a

worthwhile investment the racial national community. As in Canada, when Chinese

1651 YSNBY KIFIR &Gl 0SSR GKFG / KAYyS&aS 62N] SNB &l NB gAff Ay Istaive onghe Wilte mar2eiBg ak 2 dzZNBE | Yy R f
flesh eating animal 6 odsmd ® YR wSey2t Ra SELX FAYS (KSSIADAYR 3 BRYIRAAWEY ENEF 60 S 4 S SNG GV
concept used to bolster raespecific policies of immigration restriction.

17 And if there were not many Chinese women in North America, phthe reason was hostile immigration lawghich stressed the possibility that Chinese
w2dzZf R GRAS el (6dkND K 200 AeyraNdBan,sifSndigration was limited, especialije migration of women with their dangerous
reproductive capacity And as Backhouse egjins, white women, by contrast to Chinese womgnS NE O2y aARSNBR (KS a3dzZd NRAFyakl SSL
domesticity and maintaining cleanliness and moral purity, it was women's responsibility to breed motmedidd and upstandig white citizens.For more,
see:Backhouse, Constance. "The White Women's Labor LawsCAimtése Racism in Early Twenti€bntury Canada.llaw and History Revie®4, no. 2

(1996): 31558.
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migrants attempted to be part of the national community by participating in cultural

events and claiming citizenship righthey were rebuked, sometimes violently. In fact,

as John F. Swift testified to the Royal Commissioci (i 8 KA & LINB2dzRA OS KI &
times as strong as it was ten years ago. In 1852 the Chinamen were allowed to turn out

and celebrate the fourtlof July and it was considered a happy thing; in 1862 they would
KIS 06SSYy Y200SRT AYy wmMyTH (GKS@ g2dAZ R KI @S

so much heard of, that it takes the bread out of the mouths of workingn{8a9).

In this vein, one farme John Mellon, argued before the Commission that white child
flr02N) 6-a oO0SUHUGSNI F2NJ a20ASi0Ge GKIFy [ KAYSa&as
girls...stays right here and goes to the support of smaller brothers and sisters, and the
support of their fatlers and mothers. | think they should have the preference" (240).

White workers also ostensibly represented an investment in high quality goods for
American consumers. Frank Muther, a cigaker in San Francisco, testified before the

Royal Commission #t Chinese workers were unclean in factories and produced shoddy
goods, and thus "Chinese cheap labor does not benefit the consumer...Such tobacco as
white men throw away, the Chinamen pick up and work up, and they put it in the
market", including remnantssuch as "cigastumps" and "mouldy, [sic] rotten" tobacco

that "a white shop throws away" (242).
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John Mellon also echoed this notion of white dependability: "[w]e pay less to the
Chinese, but I think white labor is cheaper in the end. We get mor& wair of white

men, and can put more reliance in them", whereas he argued, "l cannot trust [Chinese
workers] to do anything unless a white man is right there with them" (240). Mellon
added, in preference for child labor, that "[o]ur boys and girls ardlyees good as they
are, if not better...they being more intelligent, and can be obtained cheaper. | had a
boy, from the city, about twelve or fourteen years old...I would not give that boy for any

Chinaman" (240).

W2KYy Cod {gATi H@ibiyx ofiteihideFeh&@ R warsé Effect uponiihe
respectability and dignity of labor than slavery had in the south. There is a stronger
FSStAy3a KSNB F3IlFAyad GKS / KAySasS GKFEy GKSN
FIL OG> KS IdRath&rRave nedro siadyzaay, for at least the negroes are

02Ny Ay GKS O2dzyuNB YR G tSFHad aGr1S Fy &
agreed, opiningthatt 0 8 KS Ay FfdzE 2F / KAySasS KIFa GSyR:
and its Wtimate effect are precisely the same upon theorking classs of the] white

raceasaf | OSNBE PabTOPsSYWRKYY G2 | Oly2efSR3IAS
Chinese immigration our manufactures would undoubtedly be set back, because we

base our commuaity here upon Chinese labor, and the transition from that back to a

sound basis of homogenous labor and a homogenous society would of course be

RAFFAOMzZ Gé¢ bGoocpy P . dzi KS Of SINXe alg GKAZ
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white workers and t& NB OdzLISNI A2y 2F (GKS aNBaLISOGIl 6
farmer, John Mellonalso agreed, stating that "white men dislike to work alongside of

Chinamen; they think it degrading [to] their labor" (240).

So it was not the similarity betweeChirese indentureshipand slave labor that
concerned racial nationalists, but rather, the supposed way in which the presence of
Chinese workers debasedhite labor and rendered it slavbke. The question of

Chinese work and immigration was frequently framederms of preserving masculine

honor, dignity, and moral standards, which went hanéhand with national pride. As

Reverend Samuel V. Blackeslee, Orthodox Congregational minister, acting edite of

Pacific and a resident in the state since 1848stified before the Commission that: "[i]f

the Chinese were restricted so that no more should come, and then allow those who are

here to gradual go away, there would be more and more call for white labor, and white

labor would be reputable” (349). RevlBD|1 Sat SS [ fa2 | NBdzSR {KI
here excludes a large white population, and is exceedingly demoralizing to the present
white population. It renders labor contemptible. The work of Christianizing them does

not begin to equal the power of demalization and unchristianizing [sic] influences
FFFSOGAYI 2dzNJ LR LIz F GA2YyE odony0d YR Al o
women and girls that Chinese workers apparently drove to debasement, desperation,

and vice. As John Mellon testifiedl,c0i 8 KSNBE I NB AyaidlyoSa 6KSN.

family which was once affluent, where the girlafter seeking employment in a factory,
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or at a laundry, or dressmaking, or millinery, and been told 'l don't want you, | have got

Chinament have become prstitutes and steal” (240).

Race, Gender, and Sexuality

The association between Chinese workers and particular industries, such asotliggr
garmentmaking, and laundry was so prevalent that these images even bled into
consumer culture and product adrtising. A brightly colored U.S. advertisement from
1886, a year after Canada@hinese Immigration Acnd first head tax laws were
passed, used the motif of Chinese exclusion to advertise "Magic Washer" laundry
detergent (Fig. 3.3). In the image, anging, startlingly strawberry blond, Uncle Sam
kicks a Chinese man over a cliff, as he holds aloft a proclamation re&diad) whom it

may concern[,] hereafter no family will be without Magic Washer[,] under penalty of
being dirty". In his other hat) Sam holds a can of soap, which reads: "Magic Washer
beats everything". Apparently Magic Washer also beat Chinese labor, and the scowling
Chinese man joins his previoutligked compatriots, who tumble and run from
American soil, towards the Pacific @oe and the distant homeland where they
ostensibly belonged. The text below Uncle Sam reads: "The Chinese must go", "We
have no use for them since we got this wonderful Washer: What a blessing to tired

mothers; It costs so little and doesn't injure thettles”. This corroborates the claim at
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the top of the ad that, even with "constant use", the magical "Liquid Washing

Compound" "will not injure the clothes nor turn them yellow."

Thus, the motif of Chinese exclusion outgrew its political roots to bleeddonsumer

culture, where it was exploited to sell goods. Offeringa-®#FSOG A JS NBLINRA ST
Y2UKSNEéS GKS IR KFENYySaasSrR 02y @SyidAiazylf 3
exhorting America's white women to perforrmationalduty, as wdlas adomesticone.

In the ad, a wasibin and stream of water round out this dual depiction of "cleansing":

at once domestic and ethnic. Ignoring the fact that washing clothes wouldn't make tired
mothers anylesstired, the presence of these other toot$ cleansing hints at women's

generally unpaid domestic labor, and the class divisions between women who could
FFF2NR G2 L& 20KSNAR (2 glakK GKSANI FlF YAt
clothing of others for a living. Even more strikingly, atheke cleansing implements
O2Y0AYSR 6AGK GKS GSEGIZ a5wiyiphdltly rdgaufonth&€ A & A T
racial stereotype of Chinese people as dirty. Within Parliamentary discussions and
popular visual culture, Chinatowns were frequently payed as places rife with

squalor, filth, and diseas®. As Woodsworth argues of ChineseSittangers Within Our

Gateg GG KSAS LIS2LX S tAQGS Ay (GKS Yz2ald Ayaly;

18 For more on dominant perceptions of Chinatowsee Anderson,Kay.Vancouver's ChinatowrRacial Discourse in Canada, 18880 Montreat McGilk

Queen's University Press. 1991.
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YEYyF3ISR G2 aSaol LIS YrFyeé 27 mdeksSrupousiddd a8 Sa

aYA(GWHSy¢ o

These constructions of Chinese uncleanliness had long been prominent racist
stereotypes. An 1878 cartoon froffihe Wasp "Uncle Sam's Thanksgiving Dinner",

shows a Chinese man about to devour a rat, as the white men néxit@ag in disgust

(Fig. 3.4). And a 1907 Canadian cartoon fromBl@. Saturday Sunsetsentially likens

/| KAySasS LIS2LX S G2 NXrdax akKz2gAy3d Ay 2yS FNI
K2YS 2F ol 8 I y 02 dzkénNastedkhi' @varmeriolTakrall Steét v €
infestedby 2000 Chinese" (Fig. 3.5, emphasis mine see one Chinese man smoking

opium, as another bunks above him, a suggestion of crowding and squatotheS

dal 3A0 2FaKSNE R NBAYTFT2NOSa i pofuting thél A 2y 2
02R& LREAGAOT a ¢Sttt a LKeaAOltteée RANIEKX
detergent. In addition to harnessing widespread #@bliinese sentiment, the image also

exploited a Victorian and Progressive era obsession with dhd contagion, in which
cleanliness was believed to correlate with moral purity and virtue. In the context or
overcrowding and urban poverty, cleanliness was also seen as a social, as well as a

ALIANRGAzZ  Rdzies 0SSOl dza S ecamirdéthy: Yeb it ias &lsha 2 OA |

19 Woodsworth attributes thisto tel] NA Y { Ay 33 F NHdzAy3 G(GKFdG / KAYyS&asS LIS2LX S 4aSt RaaKingRiNdose]! NI 6 61 (S|
RA&SI&AS4a 6KAOK I NB 02YYdzyAOFGSR o6& (GKS dz&aS 27F A YLdzNBheselChireset omnT 0 D I Aa GSEC
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NI} OAlf AT SR F2NJ Fa /[/2yailyO0S . I 0O01K2dzasS S|
reformers, who incessantly equated ‘'whiteness' with 'cleanliness’ and ‘purity,
contributed to racial prejudice against navhites. The Chinesand blacks were singled

2dzi a GKS (G¢2 Yz2ald 6ARSte& FTSIFENBR INRdAzLIA 2

DAGSY R2YAYlIYy(d 3ISYRSNI NRf Saz Owhihikeyiea 61 a
g2N] 2F [/ KAYS&S YA 3INI yuihamit waslcansidB2Ry S0A0RINNEZER |
all. In this vein, workplaces such as laundries were seen as dangerous sites of interracial
contact between white women and Chinese men. The labor of washing other people's
clothing was considered to be beneath healthy, able bodied, white,met to mention

that it was poorlyLJ: A R @ | 26 SOSNE (GKAa fF02N) gl a& RSS
FYR AGAYFSNA2NI NI OSa¢ o .dzi Fa P NBadz G
women, or working side by side with them, sent shivers of moralg#mbughout the

ranks of AngleNorth America. And as with Asian migration, this horrifying specter of

interracial contactequired the passage tdws to curtail it.

la fS8S3Ft KA&AG2NRAlLY [/ 2yaidlyOS . IF0O1K2dAasS SE
Laba Laws: AntiChinese Racism in Early TwentiéttS y 1 dzZNB  / | Y I Rl ¢ &6 mdd
the province of Saskatchewan passed a statute to limit limited workplace interactions
between Chinese men and white women. The statute, with the "innocuous, racially

neutral title" of "An Act to Prevent the Employment of Female Labour in Certain
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/' LI OAGASabh NBIFIRX aGAY LRYRSNRdza LINRPaASeY aGo
white woman or girl or permit any white woman or girl to reside or lodge in or to work

in or, saveas abona fidecustomer in a public apartment thereof only, to frequent any
restaurant, laundry or other place of business or amusement owned, kept or managed

o0& Fye WHLIyYySasSs / KAYFYF)®2N 20KSNI hNA Sy il

And at the national level womerand questions of gender, figured prominently in
discussions of Chinese migration, both symbolically and pragmatically. In dominant
representations, Chinese men were presented as opo@udling sexual deviants, who

would stealthily prey on unsuspecting wd women. So ironically, a laundry, a social

and work space dedicated to cleaning, was imagined to be a place of possible contagion
FYR az2AfAy3ao C2NJ Ay FTRRAGAZY G2 G%KS TSI
Chinese men might morally, as well @sysically, soil the imagined community and its
vulnerable white women.t SGSNJ 2 I NRYUa FANRG OKLF LG SN aWws
excellent discussion of the origins and nature of Axgian stereotypes in the Pacific
Northwest. Among stereotypical concemtis of Chinese immigrants was not only the

belief that they were dirty, smelly, and diseasdden, but also immoral at once

20.  O1 K2dzaS &adz3asada GKFG a20KSNI hNA Sy Gl tontiddiNg &gsee with Hefl aSdessmeNtBgivéhNi#at Céanada b2 LI S F NER )
passed immigration restriction policies targeting migrants from India, and that migrants from India, Japa@hinadere frequently conflated under the
NHo NAO 2F G(KS &! @Rl yLINByl D8£ 02N dh NA Sy

21 And of course, they were also seen as economically threatening because they would work for less than whites, and alsmghtea@anada's appeal for

white immigrants, who a Chinese presence would ostensibly deter from migratihd).(4
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opium fiends and peddletsand also corrupt gamblers, criminals, devious, and
dishonest (411)?*> While black men were also presedtas sexual threats to white
women, the exact character of this threat was also subject to prevailing racial
stereotypa black men were presumed to be savages, lacking in judgment and self
control, who simply acted on their primal animal urge to ravage @hiomen.
Conversely, Chinese men were seen as sneaky, stealthy, and seductive, lowering white
women's defenses in deft and calculated fashion until the unsuspecting women found

themselves trapped in a lascivious interracial embrace.

Racial stereotypes dfhinese were also themselves gendered. Ward notes that it was a
common assumption during the 1870s and 1880s that all Chinese women were

prostitutes (8). David C. Woods, Superintendent of the Industrial School (presumably in

A

California) argued beforethe 2 YYA 24 A2y Y G OiB8KS / KAYySasS I NB
both morally and physically. Physically they introduce venereal disease among the

boys...[who] have invariably got [sic] the disease from Chinese prostitutes" (354). Rev.

7 AN 7

Blackeslee explained tha & w2 8 dzNJ 62é4&asx G2 | 3INBLEG SEGSyY

A A A

A0NBSGIa 6KSNBE GKS / KAySaS IINBé¢x FyR 3A2Sa

22 Constance Backhouse corroborates the character of these stereotypes, witiGgNB | OA &G & G SNB 2 ( & LIS &4- ahdNeBp twentiekhy 3 Ay 1 G S
century Canada depicted Chinese men as addicts of opium and inveterate gamblers, subject totleallsmases and 'demoralizing habits.' Wheose Jaw
Evening Timedescribed the Chinese as a 'stagnant race" and a 'sterile and barren' people, warning readers of the 'moral and intistzadeate’ posed
68 UGKS | Stt2¢ tSWHtdUeE 6. 01 K2dzaST mpdc
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SYiA0S 0283a0pdpAy(i2 GKSANI K2dzaSaé¢s odzi GKI |
boys eight years old in blewith Chinese prostitutes” (349). And as Superintendent
222Ra 6SyiG 2y (2 SELXIAYYZ awieKS o062&a o0SAy
0KS GKAGS 3A similarly, felrs ab8uadedotmapati Chinese men sought to
GSyaftl @S | wihkte pcppy @l Yhenydefile her with his own embraces or
LINPAGAGdziS KSNI 12 KAa O2dzyiNBYSYé 6. O1 K2«
compounded by sensationalist images of white women with Chinese men in opium

dens, which circulated in populaulture.

DSYRSNE /flaas YR 22YSyQa DNRdzLJAQ 5

White women were not only symbolically invoked as the innocent victims of Chinese
predations, or as a metaphor for national vulnerability. Rather, as Constance Backhouse
explans, women and women's groups were politically active in debates about the so
OFLff SR ahNASyYyGlf LINRO6fSYé> YR G GAYSa Ol
White women participatedin debates about race and nation, and like white men,
invokedmyih R | NBdzYSyda Ay FIF@2N 2F (GKSANI LI2aAd
state intervention to curtail migration from the darkekinned world, and to regulate

social contact. Not only were Chinese migrants framed as a threat to Canada's
vulnerable whie women from exploitation, but stories abounded about the
mistreatment of women and girls in China.
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The specter of overpopulation was a constant theme in discourses about immigration,

and Chinese migrants were often shown as animals attacking North idanexs

swarms of stinging bees, menacing sea monsters, or hungry pigs ravaging crops. The
migrants were also sometimes presented as a dangerous force of nature, such as a tidal
wave orflood. These dehumanizing visual metaphors heightened a sense ial rac
difference and reinforced popular fears that white Anglo SNA OF y& YA 3IKG o0 S
2N NBYRSNBR aSEUGAYyOlH ¢ CNI} y1 ‘'whybkld $& NXS i
treasure our girls, and why do they murder theirs? Because they have so many they
cannot feed them. Why do our parents die for their children, while they sell theirs for
whores? | think it is the necessity and poverty of the lower class that compels the

woman to sell her child" (256).

l1a /2yadlyO0S . O1K2dASYSFEQHA I AVazWy[ KEXKS &
binding and child brides were also frequently cited as evidence of Chinese barbarity, and
GoliB8KS bliAz2ylf /2dzyOAf 2F 22YSy 2F [ |yl R}
‘conscientious citizens should...drive out foreignportations like white slavery and

oriental concubinage which, by their example, seduced Canadians away from higher
Anglo{  E2Yy & i yoRIMNIRM ¢ {6A0YooflF1NIhe Matiohdl GoBriddl oft A 8
Women of Canada called for the revisiohCanadianmmigration policy 'to exclude all

YSYOSNR 2F (KS UeStt2g NI OSQ¢ 0O wvGamadians 9 JSy
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AyaraidSR dztl2y GKSANI Odzft GdzNIF € FaaAYAtlI A2y
who wrote in 1908 about the work of the Mebdist Women's Missionary Society in the
UhNASYGEFEUd YAaarzya Ay . NAGAAK [/ 2fdzYoAal = O
over the land, it must be met with earnest effort, its course directed, the impurities and
wreckage of centuries of superstih and error removed, lest at flood it cover the land

with loathsome infection and impregnate the soil with the poison of evil custom and

RS3INI RSE33BI5H A 0 Q¢

Yet debates about the issue of immigration restriction and the head tax issue were not

simply a straightforward question of racial exclusion, but rather were also a contested
IANRBdzyR 2F O2YLISGAy3a Of I aa | yganiz&iona gughvagd O A y {
the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, local Councils of Women, and the Women's
Canadian Clubs fretted over the immigrant 'menace’ (@4 = 20 KSNJ gKAGS 42
GKS alYS LKSYy2Y38Rgzir Ay 0 DAERKS SUBHSNDF yi LN
shortage of workers willing to do domestic labor for low wages (Backhouse, 1996: 334).

As Backhouse explains, some affluent white women argued to reduce the head tax.
Interestingly, like working class critics of Chinese migration, wealthy women also cited

the importance and preservation of family values and domesticity to argue for their
conwerse position. fe [Imperial Order of] Daughters of the Empire circulated a petition

favoring a reduced heathx for Chinese immigrants who became domestic servants

6oonX OAUGAY 3IYGwerD the Jancouyeh adthdr bf fweekly ablumn for
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women, took up the same campaign in 1905: 'Why should we women be forced to give
up our homes, why should we be forced to neglect our children, our sewing and our
requisite rest and recreation because we cannot afford the high wages demanded by

Chinese since thimposition of the $500 tax?" (334)

These wealthy white women defended Chinese migrants not from anracigt or

humanistic perpective, but from the selinterest associated with their class position.

And their critics responded in these terms asllwarguing based on the perceived

interests of Canada's white working class against the elite position of those who could
FFF2NR (2 KANB &ASNUIyGao 18 . O1K2dzaS SEL
and Labour Council was quick and scathihgs, we think, absurd that the working class

of Canada should run the risk of having its standard of living degraded to the level of a
Chinese coolie merely to gratiyKS g KAY 2F +y FTNA&AG2ONI GAO f

(334, citing Creese).

But of course, immigration restriction laws2 NJ I aRS3INI} RSR¢ &Gl yRIN
sort of brutal economic exploitation endured by indentured Chinese migrants, struggling

to pay off the hefty head taxwere not the only options for white workers in Anglo

North America. In an unrealized thigbssibility white workers could have chosen to

0lyR 6A0GK GKSANI GoNRBgYy ONRUKSNE:S G2 TF2NY

demand a set minimum wages and workplace standards for all workers, regardless of
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race. Yet rather than creating interracial unions, white workegosgferred to position
themselves within a constructed legacy of whiteness, and to conceive of their situation

as fundamentally different from that facing their darkskinned fellow workers.

Appealing to the strength of popular racism, and its ability to cleave the working class,
gl a I ONREffAFYyd adNrGS3e 2y GKS LINI 27
vying for the dollars of workinglass whites: to offer individual, private, cammerist
solutions as an antidote to structural problems of social stratification and uneven
distribution of resources. Through presenting cleanliness and domesticity as a national,
even aracialduty, the advertisement subtly elides theny of exhortng workers to buy

this product. Reifying the division of the working class on the hafsie arbitrary
distinction of skin color, the ad presents Chinese workers as alien competitors, and
anything other than potential allies. As in other dominant digse, subversive
alternate readings are drowned out by the ad's viciously-@ftinese imagery, which
dovetailed perfectly with popular antChinese stereotypes and white workers'
perceived selinterest. What is more, elite corporate stakeholders cleyéainned the
flames of popular antChinese sentiment by hiring Chinese workers as shikakers
successfully ensuring that the working class remained divided on the basis of race,

rather than unified on the basis of class interests.
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Because of the stregth of antiChinese sentiment and stereotype, the absurdity of
positing a capitalistic, produdiased solution to a social and economic issue of bor
and union workers' real, if misdirected, fears of losing their tenuous gagess utterly

lost, buried under the weight of racial ideology. But of course, dZiinese racism was

not imposed from the top economic strata downward&/hite workers themselves
actively created and perpetuated these racial stereotypes, and championed exclusion
laws. It was primaly the demands of white workers that gave rise to the Royal
Commission, and later to the exclusion laws tfediowed. While many critiques of anti
Chinese racism and exclusion laws also emerged through the Commission hearings, no
critic framed a counteargument in terms of a working class racial utopia. The thought
of interracial unions, organized more on the basis of shared economic circumstances

than shared skin color, must have seemadhinkable

Anti -Racism and Critical Readings of Chinese Exclu  sion

But not all white men and women in Angidorth American saw Chinese immigration in
the same terms. In fact, critical and andicist perspectives also emerged in the
Commission, Parliamentary debates, and popualdture. For instance, an 1882 jtidal
cartoon from Puck(New York) which ran the same year as the image of the multi
armed Chinese man, presented a very different perspective on questions of immigration

and labor (Fig. 3.6). Titled "The A@Gtinese Wall", the image depicts Americataking
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classes building a wall to keep out prevent Chinese migrat#taross the watgrwe can

see Chinese men destroying a wall and sailing over to America, as Americans in turn
erect their own antimmigration wall. The assortment of mostly ethnic telsi led by

an Irishman and one black maheft large blocks bearing words and phrase, such as

"law against race", "fear", "competition”, and "jealousy.” The Jailders themselves

are all drawn in somewhat unflattering racial and ethnic caricatungsrhaps a
suggestion of their own supposed undesirability or recent and tenuous conclusion.
Accordingly, other blocks have already been built into the high wall: including one
NEIQIRAYIS&AzDlI v YR KIFEIPS 0SSy OSYSY{#SR Ay
For 1882 was the year when the United States Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion

1 Ol 6KAOK o6FYyySR YAIANIrGA2Yy FNBY [/ KAYlF F2N
OKFGY GKSNBFTFAISNI y2 {0GFGS O2dz2NII 2N O2 dzNJT

OAMGAT SYAKALIT FyR £t tl6a Ay O2yFt A0l 6AGK

Thus the 1882 image derides the passage of this law as hypocritieAlnarican, and
based upon fear and prejudice. The image also draparallelbetween the prejuite
faced by ethnic white immigrants and darkskinned peoples in the United States, and
that suffered by Chinese migrants. Another 1882 political cartoon fiamper's Weekly
makes this connection more explidiFig. 3.7) This cartoon, "Which Color i be
Tabooed Next?", features an imagined conversation between "Pat" (Irish) and "Fritz"

(German). As the two men sit, smoking and drinking, Fritz asks Pat: "[i]f the Yankee
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Congress can keep tlyellowman out, what is to hinder them from calling geeenand
keeping us out too?" Above the men, the text "The NEW Declaration of 'In

Dependence™ is followed by explicit textual references to the Exclusion Act. This
cartoon is deeply critical of the Congressional Act, and links the plight of Chinese
mgray 14 SAGK GKFG LINS@OA2dzate FFOSR o0& SOGKYyA
CKNRdzZAK LRaAGAY3I + yS¢ 5SOtFINIFGA2Y 2F daLy
vulnerability ofall workersto potentially having their Constitutional rights arbitrgril

revoked, at the whim of Congress and popular prejudice. The image condemns laws
GKFG NBYRSNJI aNAIKGAaAE GANLdzZ tte YSIyAy3dfSaa
irrevocable, but rather contingent and transient, dependent on various fattaswe

have seen with the treatment of racialized or ethnicized people in North America and

the British Empire.

So in the United States, as in Canada, the occasion of a government action to formalize
Chinese exclusion through law also gave rise to competimgeptions of whiteness,
masculinity,and Christianity, which put divergent definitions of national values and
meaning in center stage, to be weighed by elected officials and the public. Unlike the
Canadian law, the American law made no exceptions and ai@ distinction between
GaiAtt SReE | yR adzyaiAf t SRk M Axleyalvisé&d the Rayal NS NE&
Commissiong{tlhere are Chinese merchants, but no bankers that | know of. | think it

would be good policy on the part of the governmentdscourage them, not restrict
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themé (1885:256). And Canadians did exactly that, taxing migrants who chose to come
to Canada at great profit to the stateg KA OK | f a2 o0SYSFAUSR FNR

indentured labor on the national railroad.

But the 1885Royal Commissigriike America's 1882 law, also revealed deep fractures

and tensions in Angidlorth American society around the intersections of class and
ethnicity, as various groups espoused competing national visions in both imagined
communities. Asdrgue in chapter One, exclusionary immigration laws help consolidate

I aSyasS 2F ¢gKAGSySaa FyR o0St2y3aAay3asr o& ¢
somewhat ameliorated the divisions between white people on the basis of class and
ethnicity. But social ¢eavages stubbornly remainedand debatesabout Chinese
exclusionprovided an opportunity for Angidlorth Americans to articulate competing

national values and class interests.

While the Commissiorprovided a pulpit for vocal racists, it also providede th
opportunity for progressive white critics of exclusion laws and-&@hinese racism to
defend Chinese migrants, including religious leaders, many of whom denounced

exclusion as wcChristian, even as their bigoted compatriots decried Chinese
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& KS I K% y¥or tastanc®, one Methodishinister argued against claims of Chinese
inassimilability, statingd WA 60 Aa 202SOGSR GKFdG GKS [/ KAYS
do not attend our schools. The fact is they are taxed to support our schools, but are
peremptorily refused admission to their privileges on account of race prejudice” (264).
Similarly, Rverend OtisGibsort a Ay OKIFINHS 2F (KS YAaaizya
KSNE F¥2NJ SA3IKG &@SINEX YR FT2NXYSNI & rto NBaAR
GKS O2yOSLIiA2y 27F /[1Khatyhady Svomer weiythe bicimséof S g R ¢
exploitation or manipulation brought against their will, for the purposes of
prostitution, or forced into sex work once in North America by the need to pay off their
costlypassage andentryfeé$.1 S | f a2 | 40dziStée | RRSR GKI G o«

prostitutes are demoralizing our boys, if true to any extent[,] is a sad comment upon our

02K AGSR adzZLISNAZ2NARGEEé OHCcpPOD

23 And some religious leaders had an even more complicated position, defending unrestricted migration from China evenrasithegaisly decried Chinese
heathenism. For instance, The Hon. Mr. Wark argued in an 1886 Senate Debate that restrictiverawsnecessary and that more Chinese migrants were
tSFPAY3I G(KIy SyGiSNAyYy3IZ odzi AdG éFa& aiG22 oFRé GKIG d&iKDivertitHed to Chigtisnityd2 YAy 3 | YR
SALISOALtEte &AAYOS & onenbo Ghida/fér thig puiipask, dyf WHed tBeiChihebetcomie ko Sur shores, we treat them as dogs" (748). He
F NBdzSR G(KIid 6KAfS (GKS / KAyS&aS GNBIGSR b2NIK ! YSNROI y& ubjegt théenkth yeatmehtt A N & 6 Sf f X
GKFG 2dzAKG y2i 68 SEGSYRSR (12 Fyé& KdzYly ONBLF G dNBE 6T nupas@factthat fomEdrdpd 8 = G KS | 2y
and America[,] armies of missionaries are sent out to the east to convert these people, and yethet@hinese attempt to come under the genial influence
of Christianity and civilization, they are told "You cannot come here; we will spend our money, we will send you missimoanesrt you, but we will not
let you come under the British flag and th#luence of the gospel in our land; we will keep you out'. The policy, in my opinion, is a wrong one on principle. It
is one that would not be tolerated in any part of Europe" (Senate Debates, 4th Session, 5th Parliamer§33386

24Moreover, aGiles H. Gra}  { dZNS&2NJ 2F G(KS t 2Nl SELXIAYSRZ Y2ad 2F (KS /KAySables2YSy 6Kz &
62YSYyé oHcnO® DNJ & | faz2 (SaiBKSSR daiKBRNRR ABRS | /(2 Ye\ayia piamyfim fdiibe ik SNOA aAAY 3T RA
coming" and also that “[le always had the sympathy of the Chinese merchants in stopping the immigration of prostitutes. They did all they cgpldgd h
(261)
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What is more, in his testimony, Gibson drew critical mections between immigration

FNRY [/ KAYlF YR 9dz2NPLISZ aidlFdGAy3ay aL Y y2i
immigration from any foreign country whatever. At times it has been too rapid for the

best interests of the country. | believe that a largetpmor of the European immigration

so rapidly admitted to citizenship and all the right of suffrage is more dangerous to the
institutions and prosperity of this country than is the smaller and better regulated
AYYAIANF GA2Y FNRY | aA ladyofthe Chinés® are leadind partio2 | RR
our language" (264), and that "[ijt may be safely said that we have no other foreign
immigration that, with so little encouragement, makes equal efforts to learn our

language, laws and customs" (264).

The Commisen Report was an important historical and political text, the findings of

which mattered even if they were surely interpreted selectively, based on
O2YYSyidl G2NBEQ SEAaAGAY3I LREAGAOIE L2aAirildrzy
decided to pass exclusioraws, so arguments in favor of the migrants were not
compelling enough to trump dominant political and economic interests. Nonetheless,

the white views of Chinese migrants presented in the Report were rich and pluralistic,

and this document continued to belevant after the hearings were concluded.

I @SIFN) F2ftft2¢6Ay3a GKS KSIENAy3Ia:Z GKS |1 2yd a

Senate Debate over additional exclusion measures, noting: "[t]here we find the opinions
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of the persons best qualified to judgamen of position, men of the legislature of San
Francisco, having a knowledge of this question, of all others the best and mosttample

what do we hear them say? 'We say that these are thrifty, honest, industrious people'.

That is what they say of the CRird SSéssianal Papers, vol. 11% Session of the %

Parliament 1885:685). He goes on to ask whether these laudable traits are
GOKI NI OGSNA&AGAO 2F | LIS2LX S GKFG FNB y2id R
not...They are industrious andrifty. Very often they are disturbed and molested, their

houses are broken into and robbed, and a hundred other offences [sic] committed
against them none by them against those who commit those offences. We should

hesitate before passing [further exclgsy’ 8 Y SI & dzNSwa6é¢ o6cypo ®

134 [Af& /K2 |NBdzSa Ay KSNJ FNIAOftST awSNB
{GSNB20@LIST YR ! YOGANKDAAGE BSNRGABYGOA2 NI O A
way in which the 1885 report constructed the Chinese imamgiras not only a
hardworking 'living machine' but also an idealized subject of ancient Oriental traditions.

¢CKS NBLRNI ¢Syl 2dzi 2F AdGa 6l & (G2 LI2NINIFe@

it is true that many of the expert withesses mentioned nfiwius and Chinese
philosophy, history, and culture, even as others derided Chinese traditions and claimed

that only Europe and its spawn had something of value to offer humanity. But it
becomes clear through reading the report that class and ethnidayaa a large role in

FAaOSNIFAYAY3d gAlySaasSaQ LRararzya 2y GKS
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G2 | NtBrdz§Hout the report and the presentation of the evidence to the House of
Commons, the commissioners consistently made an appeatnimhtened liberal
humanism and identified artChinese sentiment wlit the lower and working classes

(66).

/ K2 lfaz2 FFNHdzSa GKFIG awO82yySOGAYy3a GKS [/ Iy
one of British imperialism, the report produced a binamywhich being antChinese

meant being unenlightened and cowarély66p Although in many ways the white

Chinese binary prevailed, we can still glimpse how complex and layered ideas of race

and nation actually were. Interestinglihe Commissionergalled into question their

GKAGS gAlySaasSaQ YIyftAySaa | yRevedNB h&aa | Fi
themselves reinforced dominant race and gender hierarchies. Cho explains that
GoFe2fft2oAy3a GKS fAO0OSNIf KdzY | ¢ doranissioh®sS (i 2 NA C
wrote that It is something strange to hear the strong bresttbuldered superior race,

superior physically and mentally, sprung from the highest types of the old and the new

world, expressing a fear of competition with a small, inferior aswmparatively

speaking, feminine racé.' o0 B& Y LG Aad RSO0l GFI06fS K24 daKc
ultimately proved to be, but this shaming could also have been a rhetorical strategy to
promote Chinese immigration by underminidgtractors. So many géd personal and

political issues surrounded the questiothat it is hard to know whether to interpret

such statements at face value.
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Pro-Chinese Arguments for Open Immigration

In any case, Cho is undoubtedly correct in identifying the importanceast in the
Commission Report. For even in their opposition to -&ftinese xenophobes, some

white men articulated a superior version of white masculinity and civilization, framing
themselves as the possessors of elite knowledge of Chinese behaviooapdrtment:

knowledge which their working class and ethnic white compatriots could not possibly
understand, consumed as they were by fear and insecurity. As an elite American,
{2ft2Y2Yy | SBERSYFStRUZ | NHdzSRY aL FAYR [ KAY]
been on this coast. As domestic servants, | have heard nothing to their disadvantage.

As far as concerns their industry, and frugality, and fidelity, and general intelligence, and

their cleanlinessl think those who have been in the habit of employihgm and know

something about them place thembove the correspondingf  4a 2 F R8KSNJ LIS

emphasis mine).

| SERSY TSt ROUZ al [/ | sévenNdaks, | andNiBohe th Kssocidte2 NJ (i ¢
Wdza 6 A OS 2F GKS { dzLINB Y S CalirdiNdwéssts ppoSpgrity vetyy G 2
much indeed to the industry of the Chinese who have come to this country. Their
advent here has conduced [sic] to bring white people, giving them homes and
employment. The Southern Pacific Railway would not have begih lut for the
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Chinese. | think they are the best laboring classes we hawez2 y 3  dza € OHY
Heydenfeldt added that, in addition to railway construction, Chinese workers had
reclaimed extensive tracts of swampland, "a hazardous thing to undertake"hwhic
"[c]apital was rather diffident in taking hold of" (285). He added, "I do not think there is

any surplus labor in the state; there is employment enough for everybody" (285), and

that, while "[u]nrestricted immigrationof any sortis not desirable. Unfited
immigration of the Chinese would not, | think, have any bad effect upon the morals of

the people. The Chinese, who are an imitative and progressive race and learn very
rapidly, would conform themselves to our habits, our views, and our ideas. Wi

adopt our civilization instead of dragging us into a sénti N I NP dza OA @GAf AT |

emphasis mine).

.dzii 1 SERSYyFStiQa RSFTSyasS 2F [/ KAySaS YAINT
failed to meaningfully challenge prevailing racial stereGyp ® | SERSYy TSt RUQaA
less one of radical antacism or enlightened humanism than of elite privilege, and the
reflection of very different economic and political interests from those of the working

class. He invoked his position as a memberhef ¢lite who couldafford to employ

Chinese workersand thus, who could see the truth from a secure position, unlike the

white working class, evidently blinded by fear and -gdkrest. What is more,
Heydenfeldt went on to blame politicians and ethnichite immigrants for the

prevalence of ani KAy S&aS aSydAYSydaz adldAy3ay GdoAdy
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against the Chinese on the part of natibern Americans, unless it is politicians
probably office seekers. | believe the great prejudice ag#mesn originates amonthe
foreignborn citizens 1 think it isconfined to a class(286, emphasis mine). In fact, he
added of the Chinese, "I think their general intelligence is greater than that of Americans

in the same corresponding class" (286).

Heydenfeldt went on to explain that he had opposed the abolition of slavery (286),
making it clear that havasnot a crusader for racial equality. Yet he also argued that
"European families are not a particle better than the people who come from CHiha.

Chinese are equal in all respects, in civilization and morals, to the negroes and European
AYYAIANI ylaéeg OHycO® {AYAfFINI &> | SeRSyFSt i
given to the Chinese. | think they would make very valuable citizensf #mely had a
OKIFIyOS (KSe& g2dZ R @SNER az22y I OljdzZANBE 2 dzNJ f

OHYyCU® YR AAYAfINI&s GoABFT GKS / KAYySaAaS

(0p))

LINPOIFOofe&x g2ddZ R O02FfSao0S 4AUK / KAY®HS oK?2
adzo OSNEAOStes (GKIG /KAYSaS YAINIyYyGA dadzy RSN
AyalAlGdziazyas GKIFIG F€f YSYy FNB Sljdzrf o6S¥2]
a20AFt SldzrtAader | SERSYy¥StRG aidl d@Rot GKFG |
intermarry. | think Chinamen would make better husbands than usually fall to the lot of

2dzNJ LI22NJ IANI 8¢ OHycO D { SOdzNBE Ay KAA LI2aAa

doubt enraged both working class and/or ethnic white exclusion adesday espousing
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a position many found threatening to their tenuous gains in wages and social status, as

they had only recently been granted access to the coveted mantle of whiteness

Other elite American advocates of Chinese migratmailled to testiy before the
Commission also defended the Chinese on the basis of their valuable labor, and
contributions to the wealth of California and the natmoms well as on the basis of their

morality, and good behaviorAlfred Wheeler, an attornegt-law, and als a California

resident for 27 years, stated that he has "been engaged in farming and mining" and

owns "several thousand acres of land". Like Heydenfeldt, he too argued that the
presence of Chinese migranigs aboon to working class Americans, statirithink

that the immigration of the Chinese has been vastly beneficial to the growth of

I TEAF2NYALET YR A0 Aa 3ANBlLGEe oSYSTFAOALTL

(287).

Wheeler elaborates on the contributions of Chinese workers, tgatifthatad (0 8 KS ¢ KA (i
laborer is able to get everything he buys cheapeday because the Chinese are here;

and every many who lives in the state would have to pay twice as much for living if we

had no Chinese...In fact the white laborer of California at the most blessed spot in

GKS ' yYA2Yy AY 6KAOK (G2 A0S IyR tAQS gSftt
O2YLRNIYSYy(d 2F /KAYSaAaS YAINIyYyGaz adlrdAay3ay

have found them a paciffist]ic, mild, and denpeople. Those who have been in my
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employ as domestic servants | have always found extremely subordinate and respectful,

fdzA SG = FGGSYdA@dST |yR NI (KSNPK8p ATRdughd RA T°
unlike Heydenfeldt, he appears to oppose mmrriage and cultural assimilation,

F NBdZAy 3 GKKAYDEKIYSA GXKS2T GKS G662 NI OSaé¢ Aa
YSOSNIKSEt Saa | yworking peRples.éxpekt, 2ndehiaus, Krid bklRable men

in all the branches of business in which thepNB LJ | OSRé Yy R (GKdzAX |/ f

Ad O0SYSTFAOALFE (2 (GKS GAYRdzZAGONARSAIZ LINE &LISNR

Like Wheeler,William F. Babcock, a California merchant, saw Chinese migrants as
fundamentally distinct from whites, yet as an ecomc boon. Babcockestified thathe

did not think that Chinese migrants should vote, but tiatbA 6y |y Sg O2 dzy
fr0o2NJ A& | 042t dzi Sftndhe gd8a0cerachtloMNRligornia, yhRefféckof (0 & ©
Chinese labor has been beneficial and hadealdmaterially to our wealth & frguing

against the stereotype that Chinese migrants only horde or export their earnings,

. 60201 I NHdzElneséd Kpendl ondah (rderage twefie cents a day,

perhaps nine hundred thousand or a million of lded a month among ¥s o Mbab

was more,Babcock did not see employment opportunities as limited, arguing instead

z

OKFG dot8l 02N 0S3Sia tFro2NES YR GKFG [ KAy

25 2 KSStSNJ 3284 2y (2 | RR nécidus idf the grajudiSesesisting adgainst tifeind Thé ehitdEen b e community are disposed to pelt
GKSY é6AGK aid2ySas FyR (GKSe I @2AR (KY28BLILR NIidzyAde o L ySOSN) &l ¢ GKSY LINB@21S
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immigration from the East. Thstirring feeling aganst them arises from politicians,
office-holders and foreigners. There is no real competition or conflict between Chinese

YR @ KAGS dnlthé éontdary, Babaock@rgued thatw 1 8 KS o0 dzA f RAy 3 2
down in the valleys of California has opéne country, settled it and drawn a white
AYYAIANI GA2y G2 GKS O2Faité omou® | S | NHdzSR
0S50l dzaS awiB8KS / KAYySasS R2 y24 ¢lyd G2 YSR
quiet, industrious and best people | evarl g £ 0 M n 0l& arguitgZ@ajst e A
franchise, he made a gesture towards future amaitism andhistorical hindsight,

I NHdzA y3 GKFG awl 8 KdzyRNBR &SIFNB KSyOS> 4K,
they will, marking what Chinese labor has ddoethis country, smile in derision at their

FyOSai2NBEU OASsa 2y (KA [d8S&adA2yé OomMnod

Yet another elite, twentyseven year resident of California, Joseph A. Coolidge, Secretary

of Merchants Exchange, also spoke highly of the comportment of Chinesegiamts,

arguing that they were "industrious and frugal, and unassuming in their demeanor"

(283). His emphasis on the deference of Chinese migrants echoed the statements of

other elite white witnesses many of whom complained of the noisiness, unruliness,

and drunkenness, of some members of the white working class. This included ethnic
gKAGSas ¢sK2aS RSO0l dzOKSNEI AGNMzZFFAlFIYyte&é o0SK
contrasted with the ostensible calm, sobriety, and quiet obedience exhibited by Chinese

migrants. Thus, in the testimony of elite white Americans, the defense of civil rights and
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freedom of movement for Chinese workers was often accompanied by the
corresponding disparagement of white working classes. As Coolidge goes on to argue,
conceptions ofChinese as criminal were largely the result of racial discrimination than

Fye NBIFf G§SadryYSyd G2 0GKSANI 0SKIF@GAZ2NY dawis
many are arrested for crimes which, if committegl what is called a white manvould

pass unpoticed; and our court records show a larger proportion of Chinese arrests than

AT GKS t1 64 ¢SNB A ediphSisiting)f @ SESOdzi SRE 6ny

Of course, Coolidge is correct to point out the unequal, and unfair exercise of the law,

but what is perhaps mbi Ay GSNBAaAGAYy3I A& KAa dzaasS 2F (K
YI yoe ¢CKS YSIyAy3a 27F (i AncleatithdtherCholidgéis | Y0 A :
ONRGAOFE 2F (KS A& Simply2h€ idaa kiht O&iehavedsthnid Sy S NI
and working clasy Sy O2dzZ R 06S FLJifté& GSNXYSR GoKAGSE
many elites clearly believed. In his defense of Chinese migration, it is highly probably

that Coolidge is suggesting that hiswardly antiChinese opponentslid not truly
deserve to be des¢A 0 SR | & GoKAUGS YSydé C2NJ / 22f AR
LIS2LX S 2F 20KSNI yIFidA2yltAGASAE oK2 KIFBS NBI
d think the hoodlums of this city are of no particular class or natiormalktycept that
theyarenot/ KAy SaS&eS@aypbd»a DAcaA2YyQa (GSadAayzye |
alg GKS OFUGSI2NE GoKAUSE | &he Ehinkse werg A SR ®

GAYyRdzaanNIh&@dzag 6 KSNE I NBE FSggSNI FAIKGA FYzy3
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% K A G(&748)£ Thus,the occasion of the Royal Commission allowed elite whites to
articulate a competing, and ostensibly superior vision of white masculimgyealing
significant social cleavages within the ranks of Aipoth America. And much like the
Harper's Weeklyolitical cartoon from 1882, Coolidge pointed out the striking parallels
between the plight of Chinese migrants, and that previously endured by Irish immigrants
0ST2NB (KSYijie sandBmejugice existed at one time against Irish

immigration, the resuls of which are before the country” (284, emphasise).

In fact, a fascinating 1905 image frdPuck "How John may dodge the exclusion act"
shows "John Chinaman" disguised in the stereotypical costumes and roles of ethnic
white migrants (Fig. 3.8)to awid Uncle Sam's swift kick. Identifying the ethnic
stereotypes, the U.S. Library of CongrésdzY Y N®B 2F GKS AYIF3S adl
immigration with 6 scenes of different ways of Chinese trying to enter the U.S.: as
anarchist, Irishman, Sicilian, Hish wifeK dzy § SNE 2 NJ & OK{ 1t ofttnOS NE @
that of Uncle Samis a common motif for exclusion laws, as we already saw in the
Magic Washer ad. It is unclear whether this image is@hinese or arfiacist. On the

one hand, the image hintg ¢he inclusion of ethnic whites, and highlights the presumed
impossibility of Chinese assimilation, or this caseimitation. On the other handit

highlights the inclusiof European ethnicitieis somegroups onlyrelatively recently

and might be poiting out the absurdity of accepting diverse European immigrants

(surely European anarchists were not deemed desirable) while singling out Chinese
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YAINI Y& & GKNBFIGSYAYy3I FyR AYIF&EEA¥ALL O

reinforced notions of Chinese riat and cultural distanae mocking the idea that a
Chineseman could attempt to better integrate in North America simply by adopting an

Anglophone Christian name lik@ohrd €

As with their American counterparts, who sided with the editorial positioidadper's
Weekly(and sometimeg$?uch cartoons, with their damning critiques of popular racism
and Congressional infringements on the Constitutional rights and values enshrined in
The Declaration of Independerncesome vocal Canadian critics also condemnedéia
exclusion as hypocritical and antithetical to national values. The Canadian
Commissioners charged with creating the report also espoused some sentiments similar
to those of the elite American experts whose testimony they heagdpousing similarly

elite and complicated conceptions of whiteness, masculinity, and civilization.

/| 2YYA&aaA2ySNB Oly2¢6ft SRISR (KI G d-abiiBgd A a

G2N] SNE FTNRBY @&2dz2NJ O2dzy GNBéX S@Sy |a (KSe

GUKS 20”2Savi aSyuAySyida 2F YlytaySaaz yz2i
Heydenfeldt, Wheeler, and Coolidge, they also framed working classChintese
sentiment as irrational and shortsighted, identifying a "pdike state of mind" and
"sentiment which hd the complexion of terror" (xiii). The Commissioners similarly

articulated their critiques in terms of the bigotry of an unenlightened working class,
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framing their arguments in terms of superior enlightened liberalism and white

masculinity.

In fact, he Commissioners argued that the strength of &bhiinese hostility could

actually serve to create public sympathy for the maligned migrants and ultimately
bolster support for Chinese immigration. The Commissioners argued in their opening
statements that& dné Bery violence with which the Chinese are assailed creates in

many minds grejudice in their favoand in any case ignworthy of civilized menTo

say of men who are marvels of frugality and industry,asdve for the use of opium

temperance, tha (G KSe& |NB ff GKAS@SA I|yR a02dzyR
Commissioners went on to articulate a deeply critical, -satist position, arguing:
GoliB8KS GNHzIK Aa GKIFIG GKS [/ KAySaS | NB 2dzR3¢
benefit of the datrine of averages. They are not measured by that charitable rule

which justice no less than humanity leads us to apply to all other men. If one Chinaman
steals, it is concluded that all are thieves" (xiv). The Commissioners then took this anti
racism &en further, suggesting that aggressive xenophobes nthsimselvesbe

uncivilized; they astutely observed that in the racial nationalist narratimet merely

are [the Chinese] judged by an unfair standard and painted blacker than they are, [but
rather] things innocent in themselves, because different from what we are used to, are

in the true spirit of barbarisptreated as badges of degradation™ (xiv).
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Anti-NJ O AbAlYUZA 20y | fand P&ayizhdlEegionalism in Canada

As in the American case, whiter@aian Commissioners at times cited a position of elite
liberal humanism, which clashed with the defensive racial nationalism of many of their
working class contemporaries.In addition to questions of class difference, these
competing articulations of wkeness, masculinity, and civilization were also the result of
regional tensions. Debates among white men over the question of Chinese migration
became even more heated in the Canadian Senate the following($emate Debates,

4th Session, 5th Parliament886) In the 1886 Debate, complex regional tensions
emerged in discussions about whether to pass further regulations about Chinese
migration to Canada. One Senator, Mr.x&eder,admitted: "I do not feel, as a citizen

of one of the Eastern Provingebat | am competent to pronounce an opinion upon this
Bill...If my memory is correct, there has been much excitement over the question of

Chinese immigration on the Pacific Coast" (686). This was a massive understatement.

In keeping with the animosityof the Pacific Coast, many politicians representing
western Canada accused thedastern compatriots of insensitivity to the plight of
workers in the west. Eastern political leaders, they argued, could afford to maintain a
position of enlightened libelehumanism: they did not have to deal with presence of so

many ‘inassimilable’ Chinese migrants in their midst, and with the corresponding ire of

GKAGS 62NIAYy3I Oflhaa O2yaiAaidsSyidao ¢ Kdzi =
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l £t SEIFI YRSNJI 6 Sy fhe @hifiesdiave adihingi i6 domrmio with us; they do
not inter-marry with our people; they work and receive their money, and that money is
amassed to be sent back to their own country. Is that a desirable population to have?"
(686). He clearly thought nofor he expressed his solidarity with wesiasters, siding
gAGK GKSY F3arAyad 20KSNJ SFaGdSNYSNB 6Kz 2
member of this House for not having a proper regard for the feelings of those who have
cast their lot in British Colubia" (686)?°
dzi Ylye 2GKSNJ SFAGdSNYy LRtAGAOAlIYya Tl AfSR
instead defending Chinese migrants, and condemning the actions of British Colombians
as shameful bullying, antithetical to national values. For instanive,Honorable Mr.
Donahue spoke highly of the Chinese, arguing that they even measured up to white,
NAGAAK adzweSotayY awS8@dSy Ay &az2oNASGe GKSe@
British flag teday, make such a statement on behalf of the peoatehas been put
forward for the Chinese. There are no drunkards among them...there are no more
orderly people in Toronto. You never see them in Police Court; you never see them

RNXzy{ 2NJ RAA2NRSNI e ¢KSe& | NB Ay RdzadNR2dza

26W0 {® 222R&62NIK &K NBR a NI ndab GnEympaR&itND Banadians i the West.S Heawin®NGS v/ AVl Rial 02y A ARSNBR
population of British Columbia is only 250,8000t even the population of Torontoit is not to be wondered at that the people of that province, especially
white labor,took alarm at the hordes pouring in by the steamer load. If this were to continue, the millions of the far East would aoymte@ country west
of the mountains. If the cities of Montreal and Toronto were to see a thousand Japanese a week landiegy dodks, they would probably have more
Fe@YLN (K sAGK GKS LIS2LS. 2F GKS FIENI /FYyFERAFY 2S88G¢ 6mMnHuO

283



Donahue's ke-minded colleague, the Honorable Mr. Scott, spoke out even more

LI adaArAzylraSte F3aFAyald GKS aleNryyeég 2F AYYA
and economic selinterest, in a heated debate witktaunchlypro-exclusion Mr. Nelson.

Scott argued, ¥ NPAf SR Ay | o0AGGSNI IyR KSFGSR RS
gentleman had better keep his temper. The little tail that wags over in British Columbia

2y GKS tIFOAFTAO /2Fald Aa yz2a 3IF2Ay3 G2 02y iN
insistth- G &l FNI AYSyd 27F 0KS LRLdz I GAz2zy y2a
to dictate to the 4,000,000 of this Dominion...on a subject that touches us in a tender

LI NG Z 2dzNJ yIFGA2Yy 1t K2y 240 & OAGAT Sya 27 |

In Senate Debatesome antiracist critics took their analysis a step further than had

those critics quoted in the Commission Report. Like Du Barsd Ida B. Wells in her

radical antiracism¢ they condemned immigration restriction as contrary not only to of

national exeptionalist discourses, but also to British imperial ideologies as well. Citing

GKS GKNBFG G2 aylidAz2ylrf K2y2NE FYyR [yl RA
strident critics, who spoke out passionately against the hypocrisy and shortsightedness

of immigration restriction. In the Senate Debatdr. Scott became incensetsisting

GKFG / KAySasS SEOfdzaizy flFéa 6SNB y20KAyYy3 3
KdzYAT AL GAYy 3 LIR2aAldA2Y A ye6).gHeaQued it MrLBielso® S {1 K A

OKFG 6KSYy [/ KAYSAaS YAINIyGa a02YS (2 2dzNJ &K



on our western coast, and have subjected them to every indignity, and we are now
tolerating legislation that is a disgrace to our boasted civilizatibfd7) Nelson
responded just & passionatelyl 2 { O2 ( G €1 Hay atJthé pdppleSof British

Columbia do not treat the Chinese badly! Itis a slander on the people to say so!!" (747)

Like Ida B. Wells before him, Scott harnessed discourses of Canadian exceptiamalis

his condemnation of systemic racism. He argued thabs 6 S 1y 26 OSNER 4 St
years past we have been representing ourselves as holding most broad, most liberal and

most generous views with regard to foreigners who come amongst us; that we do not
discriminate as to color or race, and here because a few laborers in British Columbia
dictate to their representatives in Parliament about the competition of Chinese labor,

the whole Dominion is to be subjected to the indignity and injustice of adoptiigy th

f SAAatLIGA2YE O6TnNncOd {0200 FdzNIKSNJ KIF NySaa
narratives of British imperial benevolence and abolitionism, when he addeafllittle

tyranny may be practiced over in British Columbia on the poor Chinamen|; Hope

the Chinaman, like the negr&g A f f KI @S &2YS FNWSHdaiso (12 & L

27 (Senate Debates, 4th Session, 5th Parliament, I88®t is interesting to notehow Nelson hArnesses the myth of tolerande his antiracist oppositiorto
Chinese exclusion, just as racial nationalists cited southern racial strife as an evidence of the inassimilabilitwtifespmnd need for immigration
restriction. Of course, we should be critical of the ways in which such commeptedace the nyth of tolerance obenevolent AngleCanadian treatment
of blacks and First Nations. However, it is unclear whether the Mr. Nelson believes these myths or whether he is usstrgtéhgioally, to shame other
white politicians into calling off the anfisian witchhunt. As we have seen in Chapter Tviigh profile public shaming has been used successfully to fight for

social justice causes, for instance by Ida B. Wifelier antilynching campaigns.
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decriedthe hypocrisy of restriction policies, framing his critique not only in terms of
national identity but also Britishimperial values and British masculinitgt L~ LIN2 G S a U
against it as a Canadian! | protest against it in the name of the Dominion! | protest
against it as a member of the British Empire! Is there a member in the British House of
Commons who would dare to propose a measure like?thido gentlemancould be

found to stand up there and advocate a measure which is such a gross violation of the

fl g 2F yI (Acigevesh&va i2&n edd8avoring to hold forth [to China] as

0SAYy3a GKS (GNHzS LINAYOALX S 2y gKA®K (GKS ylI GaA

| 2y ® aN¥» zARFf SOK2SR {020G4Q&a ONRGAIdzSSE &
gra aly 2dziN} 3S dzLl2y KdzYFyiide FyR F alFR of
lower us in the eyes of all civilized nations of the world" (687). Evdrme ascritically
NEAYF2NOSR (KS RAOK2G2Y& 0Sio6SSy aOAODAE AT
articulate a deeply antNF OA &G ONAGAljdzSE FalAy3ayY GGwgBKEe
against us western people in the same way that we propose to shutioots against

her countrymen? Have Englishmen any more right to go into China and take possession

2F GKSANI LI2NIGA 2N GKSANI 0NFXRS GKFEYy [ KAYLlYS
further, questioning the validity of European imperialisrand thusthe very existence

of Canada A1 Ay3dY Gwo6e& gKIFEG NRelf NARIKI KIF @GS |

and taken possession of this western continent? What right had we to come here and
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dispossess the Indians, native proprietors of this country, and talssgssion of their

flIyRaKsé OcyTU

CKS | 2yd aNX» hQ52y 2 Kad8e igjustica df Britikh itnpefiafsth$hR K A 3
| KAyl O2dzL) SR 6AGK SEOfdzaA2Yy fl6a& AY
GoaedzllLlZaAy 3 (KS . -d&k inHoagkKorgl®r2othlr fartssok Asia brNE (i 2
the east were told, "You must leave here; your color does not suit us; your pilfering, your
robbing, your mode of carrying on commerce doesn't suit us; you must leave here'.

What answer could we make to them? Couldytheot say to us, "That is the way you

FNBE GNBFGAY3 dza 2y . NRGAAK &az2iAf Ay ! YSNAOI
invoked the complexity of British imperial politics and the sticky situation exclusionists
gSNBE OF dzA Ay 3 ¥ 2 N@ qidstdns ary adsingBerveen the Bréidgn oftick

and China and we all know, by public report, that the British Minister at Washington

feels that we are stepping on very tender ground, that it is embarrassing to the British

Government, our dealing in thmanner we are doing with this Chinese question (747).

[A1S /FYFRAFYAYS &a2YS ! YSNAOlIya Ffaz2z ONRGA
S&alLJ2dzaSR GOAGAT AT Ay3ae YR &/ KNRAGALFYAT Ay3Aé
migrants in the United States.Anti-racist white Americans also condemned the
treatment of Chinese as w@hristian, and antithetical to American national identity and

values. And as in Canada, Abtiinese sentiment was condemned as being in
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contravention with the stated aim of Amedan imperialist expansion, articulated in
terms of republican exceptionalism. This was also true for popular culture and political
cartoons. For instance, in December 1900, the covePwtk magazine featured a
critical image, titled "The Ultimate Causethich showed a white American missionary

in China, speaking to a Chinese man, and his two, chobbgked, rosyaced children,

who gaze imploringly and innocently out at the viewer. The cartoon reads "'But why is
it,’ asked the thoughtful Chinese, ‘thdmay go to your heaven, while | may not go to
your country?". In response to which, with a somber expression, "The American
missionary shrugged his shoulders. 'There is no Labor vote in heaven!" said he" (Fig.

3.9).

As did critiques of national ppcrisy, religion featured prominently in many of the anti

racist arguments in support of Chinese migration. To add to the complexity of these
debates, even pr&hinese arguments were layeratlancedand at times inconsistent.

The Hon. Mr.Vidal who had espoused some of the most radical critiques of
restrictionism, and who passionately questioned the very legitimacy of imperialism and
nation-building, invoked ideas about European superiority in his plea for open
immigration. Vidal argued that raciStE Of dza A2y | 6& 6 SNB adzii i S NI
professions as Christians and with the vaunted freedom we profess to cherish as a
British people. The idea of saying that we of the Caucasian race who have carried

civilization to all parts of the worldra not able to hold our own against a Mongolian
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N} OSK 2 KSNBE OFy adzOK I FSEFENJI 2NAIAYIl GSKE 0
experience of the Angi§axon race in every part of the world where we have gone?

| I @S ¢S y20 OFNNF¥SR | IS @AKSBNR dekKKE ARSI
0dzZNRSYy ¢ Stlo2NIGAYy3AY adawKelr @S ¢S y20 G 1Sy
because we had any special right to do so, but because we believed that where our
civilization and entitlement have been introded we have carried with us the blessings

2F / KNABIDA I yAGEEK 6

5SAaLIAGS ARFfQa LXSIF F2NJ O2y(GAydzsSR / KAySas
British imperialist terms, many of his colleagues remained unmoved. Racial nationalists

such as MrNelsonresponded by articulating a very different idea of Canada and its
Rdzié (2 GKS 9YLANBO® 'S 2L12aSR GKS LRaAadAa
their ports and admit our people into their country, and that we should therefore let

them cormre to ours. It is true that Great Britain did so, but | do not think the sins of the

father should be visited on the children in this matter. Canada had no share in the
opening of the Chinese ports, and | do not see why we should be compelled to receive

an undesirable population in our country because of the past policy of the Imperial

D2OSNYYSyilée 6cymiOd

{AYAf I NI &@Z | SyNE DS2NHS KIR GSAGAFASR 0665~

abrogating our treaty relations with China | do not think it is necgsdaut | would take
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out the clause which permitted the migration of Chinese to this country, and | do not

think there would be any objection on the part of the Chinese government to that, or to
FONRIIFGAYT GKS K2t S¢€ 6HoT Ocdratelyfedtified vithgy | S&R
Commission Report: "I do not see how a limit could be fixed on this immigration. If it
should be attempted by legislation | think it would be an infraction of the treaty, and the
Chinese would regard it as a breach of faith" (28But Henry Georgmaintainedthat it

was perfectly fair for North Americans to continue to trade with China, while still
restricting migration; in his mind, diplomacy was just a question of blatanirgelfest:

GOl B8KS Y2NB NI RSe hetter fdt bsgitBe odlyAniiskake fisKniogeningli K

GKS R22NBR (2 GK& / KAySasS LRLzZ I GA2y dé

Conclusion

What an analysis of the Report of the Royal Commission and other discussions of
Chinese migration and labor reveals is tbemplexity of ideas of race, rneon, and
identity in this era. For we see both contestation of, and complicity with, dominant
notions of race and rights. Even some of the most progressiveauisits and critics of
exclusion laws invoked ideas about racial and cultural superio@ycourse, we must

also bear in mind the context of a Senate Debate among politicians, each promoting

28(237) And as Lake and Reynolds explain, the USitatks was also violating the terms of its treaty with China by restricting the movement of Chinese nationals

to the United States (20080).
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specific political agendas. Given the setting, it is difficult to know how to interpret such
statements. Was Vidal using a rhetorical strategy to galitipal support? Or does he

believe in European superioritg SG A GAf f &dzLILI2 NI [/ KAy SasS YA
remarks, it is unclear whether or not this was a polemic calculated to present Chinese
exclusion as unmanly, uncivilized, and-@hristant in short, as urCanadian. Or

LISNKI LJAa KS RSSLXé& o0StASOSR Ay (GKS . NAGAAK

to disrupt trade relations with China.

In any case, Britainlid ultimately abrogate its treaty with China, as a result of the

intense opposition to Chinese migration from its white DominiodsK A y' | Qa a dzo 2 dz3
position in Asia, and world politics in generaiminished its clout, and despite
objections from Chinese leaders, the strength of @hinese racism in the Dominions
ultimately trumped the importance of British trade with Chin&y 1907, when the
Washington Federation of Laboeld its meeting in Tacoma, WA, the writing was on the

wall. AntiAsian sentiment on the Pacific Coast of the United States and Canada had
reached aboiling point, and shortly after the meeting, white Canadians rioted through
Chinese and Japanese neighborhoods. It was little wonder that the days of Chinese
migration were numbered, and that a complete ban on Chinese migration, such as

already existedn the USA, soon followed in Canada.
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The Royal Commission Report is an important document, even if the actual Commission
hearings that had spawned the first immigration restrictions were in some ways a
charade: Canadian racial nationalisiseady knewhow they felt about Chinese people
FYR RARY QU ySSR ! YSNAOFya (2 (Swdre natKSY ®
spawned by the Commission, but had long predated it. The Commission itself was
largely a political response to the existence of longstagdmacism. The Royal
Commission represented a significant move on the part of the state to codify popular
racism into law. The Commission Repbdyever, generated a much more interesting

set of discussions than did conventional racial nationalist farA&nd while the
A2PSNYYSYyiQa /2YYAaairzy KSirlasdRjengdadidte NA a S
income from head tax revenueghe Report of the Commission outlived these laws, to
provide a lasting historical record of these debates about race and natfeor. the

Report presents us not only with a muddled stew of #Ziinese stereotype and racial
nationalist thought, but also compelling am#cist critiques of those bigoted attitudes:
including alternative articulations of national identity. The Repod #he subsequent

Senate Debates survive as records of the competing definitions of national

exceptionalism, manliness, and civilization that were vigorously debated in this era.

Aswith the 1885 Royal Commission, the 1907 Washington Federation of Ladsgimg
represented aother instance wherwhite menfrom the two North American nation

states came together to discuss race and natioAt the meeting,Canadianracial
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nationalistsdeclared their solidarity with their white fellow workers, as Americanalac
YAyl tAada KIR R2YyS Ay wmyyn Ay {lFy CN}y
Royal Commission. At the 1907 labor convention in Tacoma, Canadian delegate M. A.

. SIOKZ ¢K2 NBLINBaSYiSR GKS I yO02dzISNI ¢ NI RS
SUOUSSRSRXAY 3ISGdAy3a GKS SINB 2F F OFLRAGET A
we got the head tax on the Chinese increased from $50 to $500, but we shall not rest

dzy GAf S 3SG G201t LINRPKAOAGAZ2Y 2F (GKS @St
edxJ2dzyR 2y GKS GhNASyYyGrf tNRoOofSYZé | NHdzAy 3
G2 @2dz +ra GKS& IINB (2 dza 2y GKS 20KSNJ aARS

bond of friendship, a fraternity, existing between us that no imaginary [borde]can

ASOSNNE o/ KFy3IY cTdod

As we have seen, white Canadians had made vigorous efforts to construct a divergent
national identity from their American neighbarsrafting selcongratulatory myths

about their allegedly benevolent treatment of Native aAdricandescended peoples

and about their superior British imperial masculinity. Yet we have also seen how
I'yYFRALY NI OALl f y6IGA2y Lt AaGa 6SNB  |jdza O
Gdzy NHzf @€ > YR AGUGNBlFazyz2dzaé¢ ! YSiNHOmofe ySAIK
threatening specter of migration and labor competition from Chinese workers. At the

same time, we have seen that Canadians with similar class, gender, political interests
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share much more in common with their cre8s2 NR&@MIngda § K I yheiw A i K

compatriots.

A close reading of the Commission Report, Senate Debates, and wealth of rich visual
culture of this era allows us to see the complexity and vibrancy of ideas of race and
nation. For what emerges is not only the articulation of a tratmmal white
solidarityt but also a vigorous political culture of debate and dissefthin nation
states. Despite concerted efforts to create notions of racial homogeneity and national
whiteness, here we can see myriagbcial cleavages betweeniwhite mey X ds
competing class, gender, regional, and political interests battled for dominance. Both
British imperial and American republican definitions of whiteness, masculinity, and
civilization were mobilized to arguer and againstChinese immigration. Ehideas of
national exceptionalism we have seen be carefully constructed were then harnessed to
articulate competing visions of race and natiorbiwth North American states, over the
controversial question of Chinese migration. Analyzing the populanreudind political
debates generated around this issue allows us to better understand the richness and
complexity of competing notions of whiteness, masculinity, and civilization created in

this decisive moment of migration and natiuilding.
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Figures fo r Chapter 3

Figure 31

April 26, 1879.Canadian lllustrated News
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