JSAS Catalog of Selected Documents
in Psychology, 1981, 11, 19, ms. 2213.

Norms for 34 Properties of 125 Words

David C. Rubin
Department of Psychology
Duke University
Durham, N. C. 27706

Copyright, 1980



Ms. 2213 9 pages. Paper, $5; fiche, $3.
Norms for 34 Properties of 125 Words. David C. Rubin, Duke University.
Received June 5, 1980

Previously unpublished values are provided for the words common to Paivio, Yuille,
and Madigan’s and Brown and Ure’s norms. The scales include: first, second, and
third order approximation to English using letters; orthographic distinctiveness: pro-
nunciability; number of phonemes; first order approximation using phonemes; number
of syllables; a measure of speiling to sound correspondence; number of rehearsals:
imagery use on a mnemonic pathway; categorizability; number of attributes: asso-
ciative frequency; number of dictionary meanings; date of entry into the English
language; age-of-acquisition; familiarity; age and number of episodes the word cued:;
tachistoscopic recognition threshold; reading latency; lexical decision time; free
recall with overt rehearsal; free recall with overt rehearsal of only the word showing;
free recall using a fast presentation; incidental free recali foilowing a lexical decision
task; incidental free recall following a paired associate task: free recall summed
over conditions; recall using a mnemonic pathway; paired-associate stimulus and
response; and recognition.



Recently Rubin (in press) has described and analyzed 51 scales for
the 125 words common to Paivio, Yuille, and Madigan (1968) and Brown and
Ure (1969). Many of these scales have previously been published; the 34
that have not are reported here. A full description of how the scales were
formed, their theoretical motivation, and their interrelations are described
in Rubin (in press). The purpose of this note is to make the scales public
to other researchers. The abbreviations used in the norms follow.
Variable abbreviations ending in an asterisk (*) have had all their values
multiplied by -1 in order to make the positively evaluated direction of all
variables the mathematically positive direction. Variable abbreviations
followed in the norms by the footnote 1 have had a minus sign surpressed
from the variable's 125 values as well as from its mean.

FoA First order approximation to English using letters
SOA Second order approximation to English using letters
TOA Third order approximation to English using letters
OD* Orthographic distinctiveness

PR* Pronunciability

PH* Number of phonemes

FOAPH First order approximation using phonemes

SYL* Number of syllables

STS Spelling to sound

REH Number of rehearsals

IMH Imagery using a mnemonic pathway

CAT Categorizability

NOA Number of attributes

AF Associative frequency

DICT Number of dictionary meanings

OED Date of entry into the English language

AOA Age-of-acquisition

F Familiarity

AQE Age of episode

NOE Number of episodes

TS* Tachistoscopic recognition threshold

RL* Reading latency

LD* Lexical decision

FROR Free recall with overt rehearsal

FRI1 Free recall with overt rehearsal of only the word showing
FRFP Free recall: fast presentation

FRLD Free recall following lexical decision

FRPS Free recall from paired-associate stimulus

FRPR Free recall from paired-associate response

FRG Free recall general

RMH Recall using a mnemonic pathway

PAS Paired-associate stimulus

PAR Paired-associate response

RECG Recognition
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