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U Birth of the Clinic is one of the few sources that was not published in the nineteenth century that will be discussed
in this thesis; however, it will be utilized because it is an in-depth historical analysis of seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century medicine and how it transitioned into the modern diagnostic medicine that was practiced during Poe’s era.
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The Scientific and Social Historical Moment of Poe’s Time

Section I: Medical Context
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Section II: Medicine in the Social Context
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[
2 This argument mainly pertains to Western, white, middle-class females that Poe’s stories would have most likely
been about. There are a multitude of factors such as race and religion that may have impacted gender roles that are

not thoroughly explored in this essay. These factors explain some of the nuances associated with the issue of the too
general and sometimes inapt term of “separate spheres.”
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* Medicine was a male-dominated profession with women mostly serving nursing and midwifery roles for a majority
of American history. Women were denied admission into medical schools until 1847. By the end of the nineteenth
century, women comprised a mere 5% of the physician workforce, at 7,000 physicians (“Women in Medicine” 2).
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Figure 1: Illustration of a man and his female patient in Nuove dimostrazioni di ostetricia, Demonstration of
Obstetrics by Maygrier, J. P. (Jacques Pierre), 1831.!
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Figure 2: lllustration of a woman and title page of Physiology of Woman and Her Disease or Woman, Treated of
Physiologically, Pathologically, and Esthetically (1869) by Albert H. Hayes, MD.
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Section I11: Edgar Allan Poe’s Short Stories
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Figure 3: M.M. Haworth’s medical journal
Passage dated 1830 describing a patient case history and postpartum death?

<D%0%BES8A;363B7D42%C0K3.4/%@AD;.7LAD%4/A%60L3.%08@%@A67GA.E%3F%0%8.
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=047A84ND%@71787D/78B%;38@74738%0D%D/A%AP=A.7A8;AD%13.A%=0782%0%V438B-A%!
!
4 This passage is one of the only entries that refer to the female patient as a “Mrs. . Throughout the journal, the

female patients are named as being the wife of a certain man, whose complete name is stated. This method of patient
keeping furthers the idea of the female body as an object of inquiry rather than a suffering patient.
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Figure 4: Benjamin Rush medical casebook, 1811-1812
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Poetics in Poe, Melville, and Hawthorne2%9A608@%HA.D38%D-==3.4 BBATABY4G80ALA4/A%

K31A8%.AD7D4%@A04/%08@%4/A7.%=3D74738%0D%0AD4/A47;%3LTA;4D%bHA.D38%>>f%,A

! HOBAY83RL



4/A%K31A8%.ATA;478B%4/AT7.%4.08DF3.104738%7843%D;7A847F7,%3LTA;4D1%+/AE%0.A%67L
3F%B0:A%08@%D;7A847F4;%78a-7.E1%

'8%04/WMA;47382%4/A%K31A8%/0.8ADDA@ %=3KA.%78%4/A7.%4.08D74738%F.31%67FA%
38;A%0B078I%QA%K766%83K%4.08D74738%43%H3AND%@A4A;47GA%F7;47389%/A.A2%-8F3
I0GA%4/7D%D01A%0L7674E%43%4.08D;A8@%67FA%D78;A%0% A0 300/ %@FDE ABIARI F8AY
4/A%D43.7AD%LAB781%'8%0@ @747382%4/A.A%K766%LA%0%D/7F4%78%F3;-D%F.31%1A8NL
A13473806%3.%01A8406%1088A.%43%0%1-;/%13.A%=/ED7;06%0.A801%+/A%1A@7;06%B0:A%7
VSA.A87;AX%.AD-64D%78%4/A%@ADA4.-;47 383 AEGKB1AEMB A%B0:A%78%H3ANDY% @A4
F7,4738%7D%13.A% @ AGOBRBYE BABGH o

% %

! HOBAY83RL



4445390:,(6.F<.>(6=0)8%*.,9(.>9E-8"0'<./9(.G()8"0'8H0,8%%$.%62.1(+0'(-.8$.>%(?-.
J(,(",8=(.18",8%$.

'8%4/A%=.AG73-D%DA;47382%'%;31=0.A@%4/A%1A@7;06%B0:A%43%4/A%A.347;%B0:A
08@%V97BA702X%0.B-78B%4/04%H3AND%K3.J%7D%B.3-8@A@ % 78RAIAIFDI /MDBADB&Y%D; 7
'‘8%he American Face of Edgar Allan Poe2% 47 ;BAAK8%)3DA8/A71%08@%*4A=/A8%)0;/108%834A%
4/04%VH3AND%13D4%AP4.0G0B084%674A.0.E%108A-GA. DELKRBAYTEF-06 6 E461080408E 78
=36747;06%;67104A%3F%084ALAG6)IRAB/ATI0BEHY)0;/ 1088 7fI84/A.%;.747;D%/0GA%

@.0K8%044A84 BBWABHK31A8%K74/78%4/A%D3;706%;384AP42%DA8D04738067D1%3F%;.71A
4/A%HABBE%H.ABRR% 08 @ 4A.BDIEY3-04/53BBS@%BA8SA.06%1A@ 7;06 %EHFHE2NDY6
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766-1780478B%4/A%;384.36%3F%4/A%@A4A; 47 A%08@%=/ED7;7081%

+/A%L7.4/%3R%6;08%@ A4A;47GA%F7;4738%7D%044.7L-4A@%43%$@B0.%<6608%H3A%C

@A4A;47GCA2%51%-B-EUASBRLDA0L67D/A@%4/A%13@A6%F3.%F-4-. A%DBR/Z[IBB %6 74A.04- Al

5 See the critics mentioned at the beginning of Chapter 1. In addition, there is little to no mention of medical
discourse found in Poe’s detective fiction, only his Gothic short stories.

6 James V. Werner in his critical essay entitled “The Detective Gaze: Edgar A. Poe, the Flaneur, and the
Physiognomy of Crime,” coins the attentive quality of the detective’s work as the gaze. However, there is no
connection made to the medical gaze.
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Figure 5: The Doctor, 1891, Luke Fildes
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Figure 6: Re-enactment of the first public demonstration of general anesthesia by William T. G. Morton on October
16, 1846 in the Ether Dome at Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston.
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Figure 7: The Gross Clinic or The Clinic of Dr. Gross is an 1875 painting by Thomas Eakins
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Figure 8: Illustration of a woman in Physiology of Woman and Her Disease or Woman, Treated of Physiologically,
Pathologically, and Esthetically (1869) by Albert H. Hayes, MD
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Figure 9: Illustration of a man and his patient in a medical textbook entitled Nuove dimostrazioni di ostetricia,
Demonstration of Obstetrics by Maygrier, J. P. (Jacques Pierre), 1831

+/A.A%7D%08%044A1=4%04%=.3=.7A4E%0D%4/A7. %AEAD% @ 3%834%1AA4%08@%4/AE%0.A
4/A%=/ED7;708ND%/08@D%@7D0==A0.%7843%4/A%@.ADD%104A.708BIODCHAYH] A% %/ 7D
0==A0.D%@AD=38@A84%0D%4/7D%108%G73604AD%/A.%=.34A;47GA%LO..7A.%3F%;634/78B¢

3LD4AAYE06496] 7B-. AdH%<%L3@76E%AP017804738%LE%0%106A%=/ED7;708%K0D%4E=7;06%

! HOBAS®M6



IBKAGA.2%4/A.A%7D%83%A@-;0473806%=-.=30BV@20H A% 7 BOBAA 78B%4/A% @ 3;43.%/3K%
0G37@%A1L0..0DD1A841%+/7D%;38D4084%BA8@A.%DA=0.04738%7D%ADDA84706%43%-8@!/
F7,4738%08@%4/A%1A@TABY%FDACEIHABAAL.04738%3F%4/A%FAL7878A2%7847104A%D=0;A%
/A.%B0.1A84DI1%+/0D%6AD60%G7D-06%.A=.ADA8404738%43%K/04%7D%3;;-..78B%78%4/A%1A(
+/A.A%7D%08%78G0D738%3F%4/A%17;.3;3D1%3F%FA17878A%D=0;A2%/A.%BA87406702%D7
4/A%@AAA;47GAND%=.ADAS;A%78%4/A%LAQBEIDE BN RT3 PEYVABINBTAD-1A@ %4/04%
4/7D%FA106A%=047 ABABEPBDITBAB;A@%0D%4/A.A%7D%83%AFF3.4%04%@7063B-A%08@%4/
78%0613D4%3==3D74A%®7.A;4738D
'%.B-A%4/04%H3A%7D%-=/36@78B%4/A%-DA%3F%4/A%10D;-678A%B0:A%08@%4/A.AF
ABO.@78B%16787H8B%/7D%@A4A;47GA%F7;47381%"867JA%/7D%i34/7,%D43.7AD2%4/A%1078
10784078D%/7D%@317808;A%3GA.%4/A%FA106A%;/0.0;4A.DI1%+/A%=.A;A@78B%G7D-06%08
H3AND%4AP4D%08@%1A@7;06%104A.706D%;38GAED%4/A% G UFG0B(AABEI0AP8I%0.0;4A.7:A@
+/ADAY®@317804A@%KEHID 78%@A0@%08@%D76A842%D-LTA;4%43%4/A%1A@7,067:04738%
1--4/A.13.A2%!-=78% D36 GAD%4/A%;.71A%08@%7D%;38478-3-D6E%;311A8@A@%F3.%/7D%@!/
1A4/3@363BE%K/7;/%0;47GAGE%78G36GAD%G7AK78BIDRIAABAICOEIBH@DY8 TBA4AA84/
;A84-.EXD;-678A%LA/0G73.%78%4/ AAY%KBEBRYA) 6 A3HKEED4/ A% @A4A;47GA%43%/36 @%10P71-
;384.36%4/.3-B/%4/A%A847.A4E% 3 BRAL38 % BEE AND % 106 AYE ABAGA D Pl IBA %
;/0.0;4A.DB 76 A8 8% @ A% @ 7DD3;70478B%DE1=431D%F.31%4/ %06 DBBI32Q@ |
A8D-.ABDTMBB6E%!A4A;47GA%!-=78%D36GAD%AO0;/%1ED4A.E2%=.AGA8478B%34/A.%:;/0.0;4A.D
784A66A,4-06%@81078lI
% +/7TD%DA;4738%/0D%F3;-DA@%38%D31A%3F%H3AND%K3.JD2%KA42608A#6.0. AGE%67E
;A84- E%1A@7;06%@7D;3-.DAR%/7TD%@A4A;47GA%F7;47381%C3KAGA.2%'%0.B-A%4/04%4/AY

;388A;4A@1%Q/A8%KA%@3%678J%1A@7;06%@7D;3-.DA%08@%H3ANDY%@A4A;47GA%F7,47.

! HOBAY&M6



@3;43.%08@%=/ED7;708%APA.4%0%B.A04% @ A06%8RH%BB0.26184+38% KA DX8%D 76 A84%08 @
=3KA.6ADDI1%<64/3-B/%4/A%@A4A;47GA%08@%=/ED7;708%0.A%@A40;/A@%F.31%4/A%FA10
7D%0%=34A84706%F3.%G736A8;A%78%4/ADA%.A604738D/7=DI%SE%633J78B%04%1A@7;06'
=.AG73-D6E%78%4/A%F 7. DXPKIA68%ADROG 7D-06% @A=7;47 IZABAIE % AGDARBB4B884A842%
KA%;08%F-66E%-8@A.D408@%/3K%4/A%L3@E%/3..3.%3F%H3AND%FA106A%G7;471D%08@°¢
H3AND%106A%@A4A,;47GA%0.A%.A604A@%43%4/A%;6787;06%D;A80.731%<64/3-B/%4/A%1A8
/0=4A.BA4%F7.D42%0;/7TAGA@%0%D71760.%;384.36%08@%G736A8;A%3GA.%4/A7.%L.7T@AD2
@317804A%4/.3-B/3-4%4/A%A847 . AAE%3F%4/A%D43.E%3.%;31108 @%4/A%=/ED7,06%D=0;A%
I-=7 8I1%3A%;.747a-A@%4/A%1A8%08@%4/A7.%-D A% 342/ YB A D BPBINYEAY 1 A8%0. A
=.07DA@%F3.%4/A7.%-DA%3F%4/A7.%B0:A%08@%4/-D2%D3;7A406%.36AD%0.A%A8@3.DA@
;. A04AD%0%4A8D738%78%3-.%-8@A.D408@78B%3F%/3K%10D;-67874E%F-8;4738%78%H3AN
;38;6-D7382%'%K766%0@ @ .AD DSt A4IDATBEE/ FFA.A8; A%AP7D4D%08@%/3K%74%;08%L
43%4/A%4E=A%3F%10D;-67874E%AP=._ADDA@%LE%4/A%@7FFA.A84%1A8%4/.3-B/3-4%H3AN
F7,47381806%

%

%

% %

! HOBAR&M6



4K5 3%$"7-8%$

'8%04/A%F7.D4%;/0=4A.2%'%633JA@%0D%H3AND%I34/7;%4AP4D%78% @01.A;4%;31=0.7L
;A84- E%1A@7;06%4AP4D2%83478B%3GA.60=D%78%4/A%/-DLO8@DN%08@%@3;43.DN%@7;
KA66%0D%4/A7.%.A604738D/7=%43%4/AT7.%3LTA,;4%3E04 BAB4ADARMAHN, FH&AGRIDIES. %
3LDA.GA@%4/04%4/A%FA106A%;/0.0;4A.D%3GA.;31A%4/A%10D;-678A%B0:A%4/AE%0.A%F3.;/
4/.3-B/%.AD-..A;47381%Q74/%4/A%K31A8ND%.AD-..A;47382%H3A%-647104A6E%,;.747a-AD%4/A
A1=63E%4/A%106A%1A@7;06%B0:Al1%'8%4/R%D4 FHWBA0AEP/04/A%D71760.747AD%3F%4/AY
@A4A;47TGAND%08@% @3;43.ND%ABG7.381A84D%4/.3-B/%08 (HEEAAB%IRWEL3A6%B78A4AA84/
0.4K3.J%08@%H3AND% @ A4 A AGHSTREA R34 7 8 BUH3ADIB 1L A%R8 AB.A%10.JA@ O %
784A6@-066E%0%@3148084% 106 A%BIEYACABA08 @ % EFAD@AN1ALLA ZEB1A8%K/3%
0.A%-DA@ %7 GEAODUEBROBO@AALA,47GA%08@%=/ED7;708%AP/7L74%AP;ADD7GA%0-4/3.74E°
3GA.%4/A%K31A8%4/.3-B/%4/A7.%B0:A2%0%:;/0.0;4A.7D47;%4/04%]3-;0-64%084-(EUAD %4 3%8
1A@7;78A1%'8%4/ADA%DA3. 7ADRACAIBH @ISO EY%D36GAD%4/A%;. 71A%08@%10784078D%/7C
4/A%@7D1A1ILA. A@%FA106A%:;/0.0;4A.Dg%'%784A.=.A4A@%4/7D2%064/3-B/%3==3D74A%3F%
134/7,%D43.7AD2%0D%H3A%;311A8@78B%4/A%10D;-678A%B0:Al%CA.A78%67AD%0%;384.0@
K3.JD%

‘4% 7BE47DF0,;43 BYA4BBYA=4%4/04%H3A%;08%0.B-A%L34/%F3.%08 @%0B078D4%4/AY%
10D;-678747AD%/A%=.ABDACAD LOYBHO4%0B-1A84D%;08%AP 7 NDEEB TEVADAEAL . ALAGE %
@ 7FF7%48%0B.0D=g%/3KAGA Q44 MAAB6243%/E=34/AD7: A%K/EY /B8 280rP88 63X 78B%
=0.0B.0=/DI1%!.0K78B%F.31%1E%0.B-1A84D%78%5/034R03&/6:D3 88%=31 7 4D%K/E%H3A%

;. AOAADAAED738%K74/78%/7D%3¥8%K3.JDI

! HOBAYSM6



'894/7RPO8BA%B0H3A%D/3.4%DUSAINEXSQ 7 FRAKDABIAD 7TFFA.A84%4E=AD%3F%
10D;-67874W>=. ADDAGAALA;47GA%@A138D4.04AD%0%10D;-67874E%;/0.0;4A.7:A@QYLE%A
.AD4.028D%/A%F3;/DB®BB0:A%38%4/A%@A0@%FAL106A%:;/0.0;4A.DI ZEIRKARA P36258%/-DL
066%A13473806%.AD4.0782%0663K78B%4/A7.%A13473806%0440;/1A84%43%4/A7.%K7GAD%4
@7D0..0E1%+/ADA%@7FFA.A84%10D;-678747AD%6A0@%4/A%106A%;/0.0;4A.D%43%APA.; 7D/
064A.8047GA%KOECHBAUD2AD A84D % . ARHER DME6A%:;/0.0;4 AB%D-;;ADDF-66E%-4767:A%
4/A%10D;-678A%B0BIATEOK/3%0.A%-8D-;; BDIDFA®D%7D% @ AF 7 @RI B74E%43%
10784078%;384.36%3GA.%Z%4/A%FA106A%;/0.0;2AT29EY8 CBI@ALHDT.96% D404 A%-=38%4/AY
;38;6-D738%3R%D43RI04/ A%K31A8%KA.A%3GA.=3KA.A@2%.A107878B%08%3LTA;4%3F%4/AY
106A%:;/0.0;4A.D%KA.A%D-;;ADDF-62%0D%DAA8%78%4/A%@A4A;47GA%F7;47381%*71760.6EZ
A1078A@%D08A%08@%=37DA@2%4/AE%KA.A%06D3%;38D7@A. BEB/HIBRAD 7, 8B DF-66E%-D;
BO:Al%

'‘8%H3AND%i34/7;%D43.7AD2%KA%DAA%0%F076-.A%3F2A0A%EAYY6 63 3AL BB AMORA R %
10@8ADD%3GA.K/A61D%4/A%106A%80..043.%08@%/A%7D%04%4/A%1A.;E%3F%0%B/3D46E"
K7FA2%97BA701%+/A%608B-0BAYIR3 AN 1RAEED D% 8% 10 @ %0 CHaR3 [BMK3-B/4MJ 0%
4-1-64%-80==A0DA%6A3ZP04/A%80..0MBLEAIA@ % 6ZH@A138D4.04AD%0%4. KULBAED %1 08%
;08%0.A6E%B.0D=% INB3WeB8 %o+/3 173870 7 B/ DAGFRDY%4/A%-647104A%;0-DA%3F%4/7D%
@ 3K8FOBBAOGE:78B%/7D%1A8406%D%1BBRAAQ % 78%5/IA%TEX00L6A%437A065A8BA%
AFFA;4D%3BAOLO08@ND%B0:A%78%/A.%/0-8478B%.AD-..A;47381%+/A%K3108%3GA.=3KA.D%4
4/7D%D;A80.73% @AD=74A%/7D%044A1=4%43%0YRA06c-B1 4208 %EH BGEAND %

VSA.A87;AX%0D%/A.%710BA%;38478-AD%43%3;;-=E%$BOA-DND#0178@%0F4A.%/A.%@A04/1%

7 Since this thesis focuses on works and history from the nineteenth century, historical views on gender and gender
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example, my sentence describing YonjaeJung’s “Poe the Feminist?” on page 48. However, my conclusion posits
Poe in his particular epoch which was defined by stricter societal ideals regarding masculinity and femininity.
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