
!

!"#$%"&'($)*'+, %
!-./012%&3.4/%50.36780%

%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

!
"#$%&#%'(#)!"(*+&'&#,+!#,-!.&+/0/10%0-!.#/0+2!!

3-4#%!5))#,!"60!#,-!7&,0$00,$(890,$:%*!;0<%0+0,$#$&6,+!

6=!>0,-0%!

!

%

!0/670%9-:%5/0;38%

<=.76%>?>?%

%

%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

%
"8@A.B.0@-04A%5.747;06%C383.D%+/AD7D%
+.7874E%5366ABA%3F%<.4D%08@%*;7A8;AD%

$8B67D/%!A=0.41A84%



!

!"#$%&'()*(+($,- .
%

+3%1E%0@G7D3.2%H.3FADD3.%5/0.6344A%*-DD108I%+/08J%E3-%F3.%.A0@78B%A0;/%08@%AGA.E%@.0F4%
3F%4/7D%4/AD7D%K74/%711A8DA%@767BA8;A%08@%;0.AI%,3-%/0GA%B-7@A@%1A%4/.3-B/%A0;/%D4A=%3F%4/7D%
=.3;ADD2%/38A@%1E%K.7478B%DJ766D2%08@%78D=7.A@%;38F7@A8;A%78%1E%3K8%;0=0L76747ADI%%

+3%1E%1A843.2%H.3FADD3.%M7;/0A6%!N<6ADD08@.3I%+/08J%E3-%F3.%784.3@-;78B%1A%43%4/A%
13D4%/3..7FE78B%878A4AA84/O;A84-.E%<1A.7;08%4AP4DI%Q74/3-4%E3-.%$8B67D/%;3-.DAD2%'%K3-6@%834%
LA%0L6A%43%40;J6A%08%0-4/3.%0D%@0-8478B%0D%$@B0.%<6608%H3AI%%%

+3%1E%F0176ER%M31 2%!0@2%08@%9766EI%+/08J%E3-%F3.%A8;3-.0B78B%1A%43%=-.D-A%08%$8B67D/%
@AB.AA%AGA8%4/3-B/%KA%066%AP=A;4A@%1A%43%LA%0%S7363BE%10T3.I%M31 U 4/08J%E3-%F3.%E3-.%A@74D%
F.31%1E%F3-.4/OB.0@A%=0=A.D%-8476%83K%4/04%/0GA%D/0=A@%1A%0D%0%K.74A.I%!0@%08@%9766EU 4/08J%
E3-%F3.%0663K78B%1A%43%A@74%E3-.%K.7478BD%43%D/0.=A8%1E%DJ766DI%%

+3%1E%F01767AD%04%!-JAI%+/08J%E3-%F3.%.A178@78B%1A%K/E%'%=-.D-A@%4/7D%=.3TA;4%08@%
06K0ED%AP;607178B2%VK30/2%4/04ND%D3%;336WX%K/A8%'%AP=6078A@%1E%43=7;I%+3%4/A%=A.D38%K/3%
67D4A8A@%43%1E%=078D%08@%T3ED%@-.78B%4/A%A847.A%K.7478B%=.3;ADD2%K748ADDA@%1E%604A%87B/4D%08@%
A0.6E%13.878BD%4E=78B%0K0E%38%1E%;31=-4A.2%08@%0;4A@%0D%1E%-8E7A6@78B%D-==3.4%DED4A1U
+/08J%E3-%F.31%4/A%L34431%3F%1E%/A0.4I%%%%

+3%H3A2%4/A%78D=7.04738%F3.%4/7D%4/AD7DI%,3-.%K.7478BD%/0GA%F-A6A@%1E%3K8%F-6F7661A84%08@%
D/3KA@%1A%4/04%VAGA8%78%4/A%B.0GA2%066%7D%834%63D4IX%+/A.A%0.A%83%K3.@D%43%AP=.ADD%1E%B.0474-@AI%%

%

%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%



!

/01'(.%2.3%$,($,-.

.

'I  '84.3@-;4738%Y%Z%

0I +/A%*;7A847F7;%08@%*3;706%C7D43.7;06%M31A84%3F%H3AND%+71A%

7I MA@7;06%5384AP4%Y%[%

77I MA@7;78A%78%4/A%*3;706%5384AP4%Y%\%

777I $@B0.%<6608%H3AND%*/3.4%*43.7AD%Y%ZZ%

''I  5/0=4A.%ZR%'8G0@78B%4/A%'847104AR%H3AND%V97BA70X%08@%VSA.A87;AX%78%4/A%&78A4AA84/%

5A84-.E%Y%Z[%

'''I  5/0=4A.%>R%HA.G0@78B%4/A%H/ED7;06R%+/A%MA@7;067:04738%3F%]A106AD%78%H3AND%!A4A;47GA%

]7;4738%Y%>%̂

'(I  538;6-D738%Y%[_%

(I  Q3.JD%574A@%Y%_Z



! H0BA%Z%3F%_`%%!

"#$%&#%'(#)!"(*+&'&#,+!#,-!.&+/0/10%0-!.#/0+2!!

3-4#%!5))#,!"60!#,-!7&,0$00,$(890,$:%*!;0<%0+0,$#$&6,+!6=!>0,-0%!

%

45 4$,6%)7",8%$.

Q/A8%'%F7.D4%.A0@%M0.E%*/A66AEND%D;7A8;A%F7;4738%83GA62%Frankenstein2%'%@AA=A8A@%1E%

67FA638B%=-.D-74%3F%D4-@E78B%4/A%L7363B7;06%D;7A8;ADI%+/A%;.A04738%3F%4/A%F7;473806%138D4A.%F.31%

@7D0DDA1L6A@%@A0@%L3@7AD%K0D%@.7GA8%LE%(7;43.%].08JA8D4A78ND%;-.73D74E%78%D;7A8;AI%+/A%83GA6%

=-D/A@%1A%43%@AGA63=%08%-8@A.D408@78B%3F%8A-.3D;7A8;A2%L7363BE2%08@%=DE;/363BE%0D%'%.A0@%0L3-4%

4/A%138D4A.ND%VL7.4/X%08@%@AGA63=1A84I%"8AP=A;4A@6E2%'%06D3%@AGA63=A@%0%EA0.878B%43%;38478-A%

.A0@78B%08@%0806E:78B%;60DD7;%83GA6DI%*78;A%4/04%AP=A.7A8;A2%1E%0;0@A17;%;0.AA.%/0D%;A84A.A@%

0.3-8@%KA0G78B%43BA4/A.%4/A%@7D;7=678AD%3F%4/A%/-108747AD%08@%4/A%D;7A8;ADI%<D%08%$8B67D/%10T3.%

38%4/A%=.AO1A@7;06%4.0;J2%'%F.Aa-A846E%633J%4/.3-B/%4/A%6A8D%3F%38A%D-LTA;4%43%-8@A.D408@%4/A%

34/A.I%+/7D%784A.DA;4738%3F%1A@7;78A%08@%674A.04-.A%7D%0%;04AB3.E%K74/78%4/A%F7A6@%3F%1A@7;06%

/-108747AD2%K/7;/%0==67AD%4/A%D4.A8B4/D%6A0.8A@%78%/-108747AD%A@-;04738%43%4/A%=.0;47;A%3F%

1A@7;78AI%]3.%AP01=6A2%1A47;-63-D%044A84738%43%@A40762%DE84/AD7:78B%3F%78F3.1047382%08@%4/3.3-B/%

0DDADD1A84%3F%4/A%674A.04-.A%0.A%@7.A;46E%4.08DFA.0L6A%43%1A@7;78A2%K/A.A%4/A%80..047GA%3F%4/A%

=047A84%K766%67JAK7DA%8AA@%43%LA%784A.=.A4A@I%'8%4/7D%;0DA2%674A.04-.A%/A6=D%=/ED7;708D%-8@A.D408@%

4/A7.%AP=A.7A8;AD%K74/%=047A84DI%+/A%;31=6A1A84%43%4/7D2%K/7;/%'%K766%F3;-D%38%F3.%4/7D%4/AD7D2%7D%

D4-@E78B%/3K%1A@7;06%13@A6D%78F6-A8;A%674A.04-.A%08@%34/A.%.A061D%3F%67FA%D-;/%0D%.A=.ADA8404738D%

3F%1A8%08@%K31A8I%+/-D2%1E%;-61780478B%=.3TA;4%7D%F-A6A@%LE%1E%0==.A;704738%F3.%4/A%1A@7;06%

/-108747AD2%F3;-D78B%38%4/A%=047A84O@3;43.%@E8017;%78%.A604738%43%878A4AA84/O;A84-.E%<1A.7;08%

674A.04-.AI.



! H0BA%>%3F%_`%%!

ME%F7.D4%AP=A.7A8;A%K74/%K.74A.%$@B0.%<6608%H3A%bL3.8%c08-0.E%Z^?d2%M0DD0;/-DA44DU

@7A@%e;43LA.%Z^[d2%M0.E608@f%LAB78D%0D%13D4%34/A.D%@3R%.A0@78B%08@%@A;7=/A.78B%/7D%=3A12%V+/A%

)0GA8X%K74/%1E%17@@6A%D;/336%$8B67D/%4A0;/A.I%'%.A;066%/3K%78%0KA%'%K0D%3F%/7D%7883G047GAU F3.%

1E%E3-8B%0BAU ./E178B%0L76747AD%D-;/%0D%V9A83.AX%K74/%V8AGA.13.A2X%08@%/3K%/0-8478B6E%/A%

K0D%0L6A%43%710B78A%0%L60;J%L7.@I%,A42%4/ADA%KA.A%D71=6A%08@%D-.F0;AO6AGA6%4/3-B/4D%F3.%K3.JD%LE%

38A%3F%4/A%13D4%78F6-A84706%878A4AA84/O;A84-.E%<1A.7;08%K.74A.DI%'4%K0D%834%-8476%'%A8.366A@%78%08%

$8B67D/%;3-.DA%A84746A@%American Crime%04%!-JA%"87GA.D74E2%F0;767404A@%LE%H.3FADD3.%M7;/0A6%

!N<6ADD08@.32%4/04%'%K0D%0L6A%43%-8@A.D408@%4/A%D7B87F7;08;A%3F%H3AND%10;0L.A%D43.7ADI%+/A%

;3-.DA%.Aa-7.A@%1A%43%784A8DA6E%0806E:A%/7D%K3.JD%0D%KA66%0D%;38D7@A.%D-==6A1A8406%.A0@78BD%

F.31%878A4AA84/O;A84-.E%D3;706%08@%=36747;06%/7D43.EI%'8%.A0@78B%=.710.E%4AP4D%0B078D4%4/ADA%

104A.706D2%KA%;38D7@A.A@%4/A%.A0674E%3F%4/A%A.02%0-4/3.DN%674A.0.E%710B78047382%08@%/3K%4/ADA%

K3.JD%A8B0BA@%K74/%4/A%/7D43.7;06%08@%;-64-.06%;384AP4%3F%4/A7.%=-L67;04738I%Q74/%4/7D%L0;JB.3-8@%

J83K6A@BA2%4/A%G06-A%3F%H3AND%K3.JD%A1A.BA@I%%%

'8%4/A%D01A%0;0@A17;%DA1AD4A.2%'%A8.366A@%78%0%;3-.DA%4746A@%Doctors’ Stories2%40-B/4%LE%

$8B67D/%H.3FADD3.%5/0.6344A%*-DD1082%K/A.A%'%AP=63.A@%4/A%804-.A%3F%1A@7;06%D43.7AD%08@%4/A%

.36AD%4/04%@3;43.D%=60E%78%D3;7A4E%08@%=047A84%784A.0;4738DI%'%.AF6A;4A@%38%=A.D3806%AP=A.7A8;AD%08@%

4AP4-06%AP01=6AD%3F%1A@7;78A%43%4/78J%13.A%;.747;066E%0L3-4%0%=/ED7;708ND%F-8;4738I%+/A%13D4%

D4.7J78B%=7A;A%4/A%;60DD%.A0@%4/04%LAD4%;388A;4A@%3-.%838OF7;473806%08@%F7;473806%;3-.DA%4AP4D%K0D%

M7;/A6%]3-;0-64ND%Birth of the Clinic.1%'8%742%]3-;0-64%071D%43%/7D43.7;7:A%4/A%4.08D74738%F.31%

4.A041A84OL0DA@%43%=.AGA84738OL0DA@%1A@7;78A%4/04%/A0G76E%A1=63EA@%4/A%1A@7;06%B0:A2%0%

;31=6AP%4A.1%4/04%K766%LA%@7DDA;4A@%13.A%78O@A=4/%4/.3-B/3-4%4/7D%4/AD7DI%*71=6E%=-42%74%7D%0%4E=A%

!
1 Birth of the Clinic is one of the few sources that was not published in the nineteenth century that will be discussed 
in this thesis; however, it will be utilized because it is an in-depth historical analysis of seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century medicine and how it transitioned into the modern diagnostic medicine that was practiced during Poe’s era. 
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The Scientific and Social Historical Moment of Poe’s Time 

Section I: Medical Context 
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Section II: Medicine in the Social Context  
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2 This argument mainly pertains to Western, white, middle-class females that Poe’s stories would have most likely 
been about. There are a multitude of factors such as race and religion that may have impacted gender roles that are 
not thoroughly explored in this essay. These factors explain some of the nuances associated with the issue of the too 
general and sometimes inapt term of “separate spheres.” 
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3 Medicine was a male-dominated profession with women mostly serving nursing and midwifery roles for a majority 
of American history. Women were denied admission into medical schools until 1847. By the end of the nineteenth 
century, women comprised a mere 5% of the physician workforce, at 7,000 physicians (“Women in Medicine” 2). 



! H0BA%Z?%3F%_`%%!

% +/A%1A@7;06%B0:A%7D%834%386E%./A43.7;06%L-4%7D%06D3%G7D7L6A%78%G7D-06%@A=7;4738D%3F%

878A4AA84/O;A84-.E%1A@7;06%;384A84I%]3.%AP01=6A2%78%08%'406708%1A@7;06%4AP4L33J%LE%cIHI%M0EB.7A.%

A84746A@%Nuove dimostrazioni di ostetricia2%D4-@E78B%@3;43.D%KA.A%40-B/4%/3K%43%=.3=A.6E%B7GA%0%

BE8A;363B7;06%AP01%43%K31A8I%+/A.A%0.A%DAGA.06%766-D4.04738D%3F%AP01D%;38@-;4A@%LE%106A%

=/ED7;708D%38%FA106A%=047A84D%4/.3-B/3-4%4/A%4AP42%38A%3F%K/7;/%K766%LA%@7D;-DDA@%/A.A2%0834/A.%

4/04%K766%LA%.AG7D74A@%78%5/0=4A.%>I%

!

Figure 1: Illustration of a man and his female patient in Nuove dimostrazioni di ostetricia, Demonstration of 
Obstetrics by Maygrier, J. P. (Jacques Pierre), 1831. 
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Figure 2: Illustration of a woman and title page of Physiology of Woman and Her Disease or Woman, Treated of 
Physiologically, Pathologically, and Esthetically (1869) by Albert H. Hayes, MD. 
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Section III: Edgar Allan Poe’s Short Stories 
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Figure 3: M.M. Haworth’s medical journal 
Passage dated 1830 describing a patient case history and postpartum death4 
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4 This passage is one of the only entries that refer to the female patient as a “Mrs.____.” Throughout the journal, the 
female patients are named as being the wife of a certain man, whose complete name is stated. This method of patient 
keeping furthers the idea of the female body as an object of inquiry rather than a suffering patient.  
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Figure 4: Benjamin Rush medical casebook, 1811-1812 
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5 See the critics mentioned at the beginning of Chapter 1. In addition, there is little to no mention of medical 
discourse found in Poe’s detective fiction, only his Gothic short stories.  
6 James V. Werner in his critical essay entitled “The Detective Gaze: Edgar A. Poe, the Flaneur, and the 
Physiognomy of Crime,” coins the attentive quality of the detective’s work as the gaze. However, there is no 
connection made to the medical gaze.  
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Figure 5: The Doctor, 1891, Luke Fildes 
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Figure 6: Re-enactment of the first public demonstration of general anesthesia by William T. G. Morton on October 
16, 1846 in the Ether Dome at Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston. 
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Figure 7: The Gross Clinic or The Clinic of Dr. Gross is an 1875 painting by Thomas Eakins 
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Figure 8: Illustration of a woman in Physiology of Woman and Her Disease or Woman, Treated of Physiologically, 
Pathologically, and Esthetically (1869) by Albert H. Hayes, MD 
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Figure 9: Illustration of a man and his patient in a medical textbook entitled Nuove dimostrazioni di ostetricia, 
Demonstration of Obstetrics by Maygrier, J. P. (Jacques Pierre), 1831 
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7 Since this thesis focuses on works and history from the nineteenth century, historical views on gender and gender 
roles will be discussed. Critics have considered Poe in the context of progressive ideas of gender expression; see, for 
example, my sentence describing YonjaeJung’s “Poe the Feminist?” on page 48. However, my conclusion posits 
Poe in his particular epoch which was defined by stricter societal ideals regarding masculinity and femininity.  
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