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Transkribus is a web-based platform supporting transcription of historical documents for researchers, 
students, and communities. The platform is part of a suite of tools developed by read-coop to support 
the digitization workflow from scanning through to transcription and sharing. Trankribus’ automated 
transcription, with manual editing abilities, handles both handwritten and printed documents 
through processes known as handwritten text recognition (HTR) and optical character recognition 
(OCR). To support a range of mostly Western languages, scripts, and penmanship styles, Trankribus 
offers free and paid models and enables its users to train their own custom models. This last feature 
sets it apart from other historically-oriented HTR and OCR tools. An API is available for developers 
wanting to integrate Transkribus into their own environments. 

 

Transkribus landing page, https://www.transkribus.org/ 
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Users can access basic functions for free and features like its “super models” through paid plans. Users 
can also purchase credits, digital tokens used for individual tasks. Free accounts offer up to 50 credits 
per month, and paid accounts range from 900 to 500,000 credits, or 99 € to 5490 € per year. An 
enterprise level is available. Transkribus also offers a scholarship for students and teachers aimed at 
increasing diversity in research (Nockels et al. 2025, i52), and anyone can try out the tool on 
Transkribus’ landing page.  

Comparable tools include open-source and code-based Kraken and PyLaia and commercial 
HandwritingOCR and Leo. HandwritingOCR and Leo, while offering graphical user interfaces, do 
not enable users to train custom models. eScriptorium, an open-source platform with graphical user 
interface, does offer this ability, though users must host their own instances.  

Transkribus’ platform is open source, but its models are not. The corpus used to train their latest super 
model, Text Titan I ter, was made up of “7 million pages, spanning approximately 9,000 archival 
sources” (Noble 2025). What these documents are and where they come from is not public 
information. Models available in the Public AI Model Hub, including those trained by Transkribus 
users, provide varying levels of detail about data sources. Earlier publications offer some clues about 
data origins. 

Transkribus’ free web interface is minimal: on log-in, users are presented with a “Desk” where they can 
manage their collections, select a model, and start uploading materials for processing immediately. 
Processing takes less than a minute for a single image, though free users will need to wait their turn in 
the queue. Hovering over the image or text will highlight corresponding lines to assist with review. 
Clicking “Open in Editor” loads an editing interface with tools for editing not only the processed text 
but also areas of the image that were automatically selected. Transkribus’ documentation can help 
users learn these tools as well as other aspects of the platform. 
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Transkribus Desk interface for uploading and performing HTR and OCR 

 

Transkribus Models dashboard with main navigation visible at top right 

A significant number of Transkribus’ download formats are open source and/or interoperable. 
Formats include images, Microsoft Word files, PDFs with embedded text, plain text, XML in multiple 
formats, CSV, and METS. All data are stored on servers in Austria. Transkribus is GDPR-compliant, 
and files stored on their servers are visible only to personnel who maintain and improve the platform. 
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Users retain full ownership of and rights for their content. However, users should avoid uploading 
personal data and review the privacy policy if they have privacy concerns. 

Transkribus began as a tool for transcribing Western Latin scripts. This bias remains in Transkribus’ 
own models. However, users are demonstrating opportunities for expanding linguistic diversity 
through their own creation of public models that support such languages and scripts as Sami, Yiddish, 
Cyrillic, Arabic, Tibetan, and Chinese.   

Transkribus could be a useful tool for engaging students with historical documents. This is especially 
true for documents written in scripts and penmanship styles no longer being taught. Likewise, its free 
tools could be integrated into community-based projects. The scholarship program can support 
teaching applications, and it could be significantly impactful if it were extended to community 
archives. Historians of art may find Transkribus supportive in their work with large manuscript 
collections, especially if their aim is to make historic manuscripts accessible to broader audiences, 
support their own interpretive research practices, or perform computational analyses with historical 
information. For those seeking an HTR or OCR workflow that doesn’t require hosting or coding but  
that does offer flexibility in cost and model training, Transkribus is a platform to consider.  
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