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Obura is right in saying that it is important not to mystify the si-

multaneous occurrence of pro-social and antisociality. I agree. If

we pay attention it is everywhere. Yet, precisely because we think

the simultaneous occurrence of prosocial and antisocial behav-

iour is so common, we were taken aback by the lack of such rec-

ognition in the management and governance literature. We

suspect the answer lies in a combination of epistemological and

methodological barriers. In any case, to our knowledge no other

marine protected area (MPA) study has taken this approach. Yet

as Obura suggests, under this lens, one can start linking how

group composition and their interactions might affect MPA effec-

tiveness. To this end, it becomes crucial to pay attention to how

the process of establishing and managing an MPA will affect

stakeholder interactions. Will the process of selecting the site,

choosing the rules, and enforcing them create more prosocial or

antisocial interactions among stakeholders? How will these inter-

actions play out, and how they will affect the long-term sustain-

ability of the MPA? These questions should be asked as part of

any routine MPA process, and not an afterthought as it has too

often been the case.
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