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East Asian Collections at Duke: The Dynamics of Change

Kristina Troost

Though inanimate, collections do indeed have lives: their existence is conditioned by space and time, their origins and development parallel that of their parent institutions, their scope and orientation evolve in response to academic stimuli, and their content is the product of countless decisions of faculty, librarians, and donors. Duke’s East Asian collections are no exception.

Although the American South in the early twentieth century was generally poor and insular, it had a long history of sending merchants, military men, and missionaries around the world, and, with tobacco, North Carolina was home to a global industry. As Trinity College morphed into Duke University during the 1920s and 1930s, fueled by the nation’s greatest tobacco fortune,
 a local businessman involved in the tobacco trade with China laid the foundation of its East Asian collection with donations of 1,500 volumes from 1929 to 1940. Yet, as was the case with other Southern universities during the Depression, Duke remained well behind the major Ivy League schools and great public institutions of California and the Midwest in developing academic programs
 and library collections related to East Asia.

Duke remained a Southern university in reputation and focus until Terry Sanford became President in 1969, when administrators began a long-term effort to strengthen Duke’s reputation both nationally and internationally. The hiring of faculty trained in area studies in the late 1960s and early 1970s provided the initial impetus for acquiring materials in Chinese and Japanese and the hiring of staff with language expertise.

With the internationalization of Duke in the 1990s
 and its bid to become a global university in the twenty-first century, both the university and the library dramatically increased investment in East Asia in terms of faculty,
 librarians, and library collections.
 Undoubtedly, the emergence of the global South and the resurgence of East Asia as a world power, the future of Duke as an international university with programs and faculty research spanning the continents, and the development of its library collections on East Asia all will remain closely intertwined in this century, as during the past one. 

The Early Years 

The collection began with a gift from James A. Thomas, who visited Durham and Trinity College in the late 1920s. He left with a copy of Howard Hensman’s Life of Cecil Rhodes, and after he returned to China, “a stream of books relating to China and the Far East” began to trickle into Trinity College Library.
 Thomas also gave volumes listed by the ACLS Union List of Selected Western Books on China. This gift stimulated others, especially on Chinese art.

Faculty and courses date from the 1930s. Even though Marius Jansen characterizes the decade of the 1930s as “not an era for innovation through expanded curricula,”
 Duke added East Asian specialists—Paul Linebarger was hired in international relations, and Paul Clyde was hired in Far Eastern history. Homer Dubs taught East Asian religion in the 1940s. Both Linebarger and Clyde were China specialists who wrote comparative textbooks on China and Japan with colleagues, geared to providing “a systematic introduction to the study of East Asia.”
 They traveled to East Asia, and Linebarger, having been born in China, read Chinese, but they did not focus on building a program, but rather taught survey courses on East Asia in departments that focused on the Americas and especially the United States.

Meanwhile the library built systematic collections in English, especially in serials. The reports of the university librarian reflect a desire to build a library comparable to the great libraries of the Northeast and Midwest, and so while Duke may not have collected in Chinese and Japanese, it built a solid collection in English. Today there are complete runs of many major journals, not only the Journal of East Asian Studies and its predecessor the Far Eastern Quarterly, but also Kokka, Monumenta Nipponica, Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan, Pacific Affairs, and T’oung pao, among others, and corresponding to Duke’s history as a Methodist institution, such titles as The Missionary Review (1878–1939). It also built extensive collections on what became the British Commonwealth, Western Europe, and Latin America,
 and acquired papers from missionaries, seamen, and merchants, many of whom traveled to China and Japan. This collection became part of the Adam Matthew microfilm sets on Japan and China as seen through Western eyes.

Postwar: The Growth of Area Studies 

After World War II, the program continued to be concentrated in history, political science, and religion, but the scholars hired in the late 1960s and 1970s were used to working with East Asian language materials—their training, even if not received during the war or the occupation of Japan, had been influenced by methods developed during the war which emphasized spoken as well as written language and an interdisciplinary approach. Unlike Linebarger and Clyde, they had formal training in Chinese or Japanese studies and sought to extend the approach to Duke. 

As a result of the hire in 1967 of a Japanese historian, Bernard Silberman,
 and in the context of a history of cooperation between Duke and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (hereafter UNC),
 Duke began to build a collection in Japanese materials. UNC had begun buying Chinese-language materials late in 1964 to aid the research and teaching programs offered by Professors Robert Rupen and Lawrence Kessler in the departments of political science and history. Hence, Duke decided not to build a collection in Chinese but to focus on materials in Japanese.
 In addition to discretionary library funds, funding came from the Japan World Exposition Commemoration Fund, the Japan Foundation, and federal government funds allocated through the Joint National Defense Education Act.
 To support this effort, the library hired staff with language expertise; Wen-chouh Lin knew Chinese and Japanese, having grown up in Taiwan, as did Chun-mei Lin.

Silberman selected a broad range of core materials for the library to purchase: extensive runs of historical journals (Shigaku zasshi, Rekishigaku kenkyū, and so forth), a complete run of Chūō kōron, survey histories and literary collections (taikei) and many documentary materials in nineteenth- and twentieth-century labor and political history. He also initiated subscriptions of broader interest—Akahata, Asahi shinbun, Kanpō, Sekai, as well as ones on labor, history, and politics, laying the groundwork for future growth. In the ensuing years, several new hires of faculty trained in East Asian languages who needed materials for their research further contributed to the expansion of the collection. 

Roger Corless was hired in religion in 1970, Martin Bronfenbrenner in economics in 1971, and Margaret McKean in political science in 1974, while first Alan Stone and then Thomas Huber replaced Silberman, and Arif Dirlik was hired in Chinese history. Bob Rolf and then Rick Kunst were hired to teach both Chinese and Japanese. Each individual contributed to the shape of the collection: white papers and statistical and economic materials were acquired for Bronfenbrenner, the major documentary sources for Buddhism for Corless, and materials on politics and the environment for McKean. Stone built up the collection on the Ashio mining incident, while Huber acquired significant materials on the Meiji Restoration. Materials on Shang inscriptions were purchased for Kunst. Yet, with the exception of the materials purchased by Silberman, the collection was idiosyncratic; that is, it reflected faculty interests and needs. While a number of core titles were bought—the records of the Imperial Diet and Japan Times on microfilm, the Tripitaka, the index to Renmin ribao—in general, there was no broad overview or identification of reference works.

In this context, Duke created a program in East Asian studies in 1972 with an undergraduate major in comparative area studies. This allowed undergraduates to focus on East Asia even though there were not enough courses for a full East Asian studies major. Institutional support was enhanced by the founding of the Center for International Studies and the Triangle East Asia Colloquium in 1972, both of which provided a structure for intellectual exchange and collegiality and led to the establishment in 1975 of a Title VI center based at the three Research Triangle universities: Duke, UNC, and North Carolina State University. The library, meanwhile, focused its collecting on English-language works to support undergraduate teaching and Japanese materials requested by faculty to support research.

The programs grew at both Duke and UNC, but as faculty were hired at Duke who taught on China (Dirlik, Kunst), or at UNC whose research focused on Japan (Fletcher, White, and Sanford), pressures arose over the informal division of labor, since the interests of faculty and graduate students increasingly crossed over into areas where collection was the responsibility of the partner library. Duke’s Wen-chou Lin and UNC’s Ed Martinique document that “in such circumstances, it was agreed [in 1979] that the library responsible for an area would purchase material dealing with that area if requested by a patron from the other campus.”

Changes in the program and institutional infrastructure in the early 1980s had their effect on the library. In 1981, a gift of $1,000,000 led to the founding of the Asian/Pacific Studies Institute (APSI),
 and new faculty were hired, including faculty in political science and cultural anthropology who focused on China, a replacement in Japanese history (Andrew Gordon), and separate faculty to teach Japanese (Fowler) and Chinese (Wang). Faculty identified the library as a key component of the campus program, committing 10 percent of the institute’s income to library purchases. This commitment and involvement of the faculty in the library led to a request for greater professionalization: faculty questioned the quality of the cataloging, which was not yet online, as well as the reliance on faculty for selection.
 It was obvious that UNC, which had a professional bibliographer in Ed Martinique, was providing significantly better support for Chinese materials than Duke was for Japanese.
 This need for greater support, especially for Japanese materials, which Japan had responsibility for, led to an external review of the library in 1985 by Maureen Donovan and Ichiko Morita.
 While its initial charge focused on cataloging and the need for greater efficiencies, the final report addressed support for the program more generally and recommended hiring a bibliographer-cataloger for Japan.

Institutionalization and Expansion: 1990s to the present

Hence, in 1989 the library hired native speakers of Japanese in technical services and began to catalog online using OCLC’s CJK software. After a brief and unsuccessful experiment with a bibliographer-cataloger, Kristina Troost was hired as Japanese studies librarian in October 1990. In response to longstanding faculty requests,
 a separate East Asian collection with its own reading room was created, and the books and periodicals in Chinese, Japanese, and Korean were moved from the general collection housed in Perkins Library in the summer and fall of 1991. (Art history works, which are housed in a separate library, Lilly, were not moved.) The faculty also initiated a review of funding for the Japanese collection; as part of a response to an outside offer to Andrew Gordon, financial support for the Japanese collection was significantly increased on an ongoing basis. In sum, the East Asian Collection had moved into the mainstream both within Perkins and within the national library community. Its activities had been normalized—rather than being viewed as exotic or peripheral, collecting East Asian materials had become a normal part of being a research library. The collection was still small relative to those at institutions the faculty considered Duke’s peers, but the groundwork was laid for expansion. 

In 1990, Deborah Jakubs created a department of international and area studies to house all the area studies librarians. This reorganization enhanced the ability of area studies librarians to support academic work and teaching in international studies and a university developing a new focus on internationalization. One of the priorities of the university’s strategic plan, developed in 1994, was internationalization; the committee that addressed it included Jakubs, and collections were viewed as central to the ability of the university to develop new programs or expand existing ones.

Meanwhile, for many of the same reasons—faculty activism and a focus on internationalization and on building institutional infrastructure—the East Asian studies program began to expand on campus. Nan Lin was hired as director of the Asian/Pacific Studies Institute in 1990, and new faculty were rapidly hired. These moves were supported by infrastructural development: a major and minor in Japanese were approved in 1995, Asian and African languages and literatures gained departmental status in 1998, and an MA and a graduate certificate program in East Asian studies were approved in 1998. The number of faculty went from ten to over thirty fairly rapidly. Some of these were regular hires or replacements, some were funded by grants, while others, hired for their subject expertise, happened to work on Japan or China. Concomitant with the growth of the program was an influx of students from China and Japan and many Asian-American students. Additionally, the growth of the Japanese economy in the 1980s, the rise of interest in manga and anime in the 1990s, and the expansion of trade with China stimulated interest in contemporary Japan and China among undergraduates, who, as a result of high school language instruction and study abroad, are increasingly able to use materials in Chinese, Japanese, or Korean. 
Duke began to build a distinctive program, focusing on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and on transnational work and cultural studies in particular. The contemporary focus reflects the era in which the program grew; after the end of the cold war, fueled by new perceptions of the significance and utility of the study of Japan and China, there was a focus on relevance, witheconomic development and economic competition deemed especially relevant. Duke’s program had never had a traditional area studies focus on premodern culture and language. Even faculty who were trained as premodernists quickly shifted their research focus (or part of it) to the contemporary. Since the 1990s, the initial focus on the Pacific Rim reflected in the name Asian/Pacific studies has become increasingly global; issues relating to the environment, minorities, the colonial experience, and the intersection of culture and politics underlie the work of many faculty. More recently, many faculty have concentrated on visual studies, whether in the realm of film, advertising, art history, literature, religion, or history. 

Duke’s East Asian collection has grown rapidly in the past decade and a half, from roughly 21,000 volumes in 1990 to 91,000 in 2006.
 Space, too, has grown. At first, the collection was on moving shelves in a sub-basement; this was a vast improvement over disbursement over six floors and eight levels, but in time began to be confining, as only one person could browse the stacks at a time. And while pulling the East Asian materials from the stacks greatly increased their visibility, the sub-basement was hardly a high-profile area. 

When the expansion of Perkins Library was completed in 2005, the East Asian collection, together with the area studies librarians, moved to the second floor of the new building. The wonderful new space has facilitated the work of students, faculty, and librarians. Staffing has increased from two professionals and one full-time paraprofessional to four professional librarians and two full-time paraprofessionals.
 The longstanding program of cooperation with UNC has been revised to take into account the expansion of publishing in China, the growth of interest in popular culture at Duke, and the need for services.

In sum, Duke’s experience since 1990 illustrates the generalizations made by Patricia Steinhoff about Japanese studies in the 1990s, in which she identified five “themes”: growth, internationalization (later referred to as globalization), specialization, differentiation, and normalization.
 These themes characterize not only the East Asian studies program but also the East Asian Collection at Duke—while the number of faculty more than tripled, the number of volumes in the East Asian collection more than quadrupled. Both the university and the library have supported internationalization through reorganization and funding. Faculty training and research and library practices have became increasingly normal or mainstream. The collection has focused on developing unique strengths—by specializing in certain areas, it has differentiated itself from others, just as the faculty now have more diverse backgrounds and outlooks. 

The Chinese Collection 

The Chinese Collection within the East Asian Collection is small in terms of the number of volumes when compared to other universities’ East Asian libraries, but it is growing rapidly, adding about 5,000 volumes per year (it stood at 32,078 volumes in June 2006). Beginning in the mid-1990s, as a result of the rapid expansion of the Chinese studies program at Duke and faculty research interests in areas not collected at UNC, the demand for library support increased greatly. Duke hired an outside consultant to review the collection in 1996
 and gradually began expanding its commitment to Chinese materials. 

Chinese studies at Duke is unique in its focus on contemporary China. In the social sciences, almost all of the Chinese studies faculty (about one half of all Chinese faculty at Duke) have their research and teaching interests primarily in the social, economic, and political aspects of contemporary Chinese society. In the humanities, while two faculty members work on premodern China (history and religion), they too have research interests in the contemporary; in addition, another works on both premodern art history and contemporary art, and three on contemporary popular culture, environmental policy, and globalization. 

Duke began by subscribing to some core journals in art history, economics, political science, and sociology and a number of statistical yearbooks; it also purchased some basic reference materials with grant funding in the mid-1990s. Then Chinese literature professor Jing Wang, with the help of funding from the Luce Foundation, began to build a collection of popular culture materials, including magazines and newspapers focusing on fashion, music, youth, travel, entertainment, and advertising, many of which were unique to Duke’s collection. 

Duke has built a significant collection of Chinese films and TV dramas, especially films made between the 1930s and 1960s and TV dramas made after the 1980s, across all genres, formats, and regions, from martial art films, artistic films, experiential films, dramas, thrillers, comedies, and animated films to fictional history films, youth romance films, documentaries, and underground films. Concomitant with this, Duke is building collections in Chinese media studies on issues such as freedom of the press and the relationship between the media and public policy in China. Recently, a collection of news scripts and film advertisement materials produced from the early 1960s through the 1970s and acquired by Duke were filmed by IDC; the finding aid is available in Duke’s online catalog.

Duke has also built strengths in the following areas: Buddhist art, modern history, politics, foreign relations, economic development, social studies, ethnicity studies, demography, statistical yearbooks, and contemporary local gazetteers.

As is true for the Japanese studies program, and area studies nationally, Duke faculty are pursuing research that crosses disciplines, borders, and even time divisions. This is reflected in the collection that Duke is building. Included are studies on Chinese emigrants and diasporas; the global movement of commodities, crops, people, and, in particular, ideas; the connections between global and local processes of the transformation of material culture; the intersection between literature, media, policy studies, and political process; film in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and mainland China; environmental studies; economic development; public policy; cultural studies; and studies of the role of nongovernmental organizations. 

Electronic materials. These have provided both challenges and opportunities. Full-text electronic materials have allowed Duke to quickly build a core collection of basic texts and journals. Faculty and students benefit greatly from easy accessibility, powerful search features, and full-text retrieval capabilities. The purchase of these materials has solved a number of problems, such as information delay. At the same time, constantly changing technology (combined with a change of platforms within the library) means that staff must spend time troubleshooting in order to ensure smooth access to electronic materials. Moreover, their use is not always intuitive; their acquisition provided some of the impetus for hiring a Chinese studies librarian, as the Japanese studies librarian could not show users how to search databases. 

Gifts. Gifts have also played a role in building the collection. In addition to gifts from the National Central Library of the Republic of China and the Chinese Embassy in Washington, DC, gifts from Lloyd Eastman have strengthened holdings on the Guomindang era, gifts from Cho Hsu-yun have expanded the materials related to early Chinese history, and gifts from Bau Yaoming have enriched the collection on Chinese literature and culture. These have helped Duke address weaknesses inherent in not having a historical collection and have broadened the scope of the collection. Western-language gifts have also strengthened the Chinese collection. A gift from James R. Ransom of materials on East Asian history, politics, and culture focused on China enlarged holdings of pre-1950 imprints; it included books on Japanese railways in Manchuria, books by or about missionaries, children’s language textbooks,and books published in the PRC.
The Japanese Collection

Reflecting the Japanese studies program, Duke has focused its collecting on nineteenth- and twentieth-century Japan, identifying a few areas of strength—modern art history, women’s and labor history, Japan’s colonial history, modern literature, manga, and anime. Some of these—such as labor history —date from the earliest hires in Japanese studies, while others are quite recent, although efforts have been made to build the collection retrospectively, especially in modern art history. Rather than trying to build a comprehensive collection, the primary aim is to support faculty and students in the Research Triangle area and, to a lesser extent, to be a regional resource for faculty in the Southeast. The synergy of interests among faculty in the Triangle on colonial studies justifies building a research collection to support it. And, as is true for Chinese studies, faculty are increasingly engaged in research that crosses both disciplinary and national boundaries. Whether it is Bai Gao’s research on the automobile industry in China and Japan or Anne Allison’s comparison of versions of Sailor Moon in Japan, Thailand, and Paris, research paradigms are expanding the boundaries of the collection. This has meant that primary importance has been given to reference tools, electronic and print, that facilitate the identification of resources and core titles, as well as materials directly relevant to faculty and graduate student research. The abundance of reprints being published in Japan has allowed Duke to acquire primary sources, especially visual ones, that support the programs in history, art history, and literature. With the advancement of digital technology, the globalization of culture, and the breakdown of traditional knowledge, interdisciplinary and transcultural approaches to visual studies are imperative in the teaching and research of Japan. And given the programmatic emphasis on popular culture, Duke has built significant collections in advertising,
 film, women’s magazines, manga, and anime. 
Electronic materials. Electronic resources greatly facilitate access; by cataloging free sites such as NACSIS Webcat or the Kindai digital library from the National Diet Library, and by creating subject guides to both print and electronic resources, as well as by subscribing to most of the available databases, Duke has assisted the discovery process. A survey conducted by the Japan Foundation in 1995 asked respondents to rank the three libraries they used the most, and Duke was in the fourth tier, along with the National Archives, Illinois, Indiana, Cornell, and Oregon. All the other collections were over 50,000 volumes; Duke at the time was half the size, but was the only large Japanese collection in the South.

Gifts. Gifts have also figured in the growth of Duke’s Japanese collection, and two are particularly noteworthy. With the assistance of the U.S.-Japan Foundation, in 1985 the library acquired about 5,000 volumes from the private library of Yoshinori Maeda, former chairman and director of Kyodo news service and former president of the Japanese public broadcasting corporation (NHK). The gift included not only an extensive collection of NHK publications and materials relating to broadcasting, but also a wealth of art materials, publications on Expo ’70 and the Olympics in 1964 and 1972, and a number of important research materials on the European Economic Community and foreign policy. A decade later, Duke received 5,000 volumes of material relating to labor and urban history from Hosei University. While Duke did not keep the translations from English, the translations from German have been useful to scholars who can read Japanese but not German.

The Korean Collection
Korean studies has long been embraced within the context of East Asian studies; in particular, Korea is important in the study of East Asian art history, Buddhism, modernization, colonialism, and post-colonialism. As a separate field, however, it is relatively new at Duke. A planning committee recommended the establishment of a Korean studies program to focus on contemporary Korean society and culture in 1993; then in 1993–1994, in response to student pressure, Duke began to offer formalized language instruction as well as classes in political science and sociology. The first regular-rank faculty member was hired in 1998. Four years of Korean and a literature in translation class have been offered since 1995–1996.

Duke has an active Korean Students Association, a monthly Korea Forum, and many graduate students from Korea, some working on East Asia and others in the social sciences. The divinity school has sent ministers to Korea. Undergraduates and graduate students have written honors papers or dissertations on Korea, largely in military or women’s history, economics, psychology, and political science; there have been twenty-five dissertations written on Korea since 1950, and several graduate students in different departments (history, economics, political science, and literature) are currently writing dissertations on Korea.

The biggest change since 2000 is the increased integration of Korean studies into the East Asian studies program. This is due in part to increased faculty interest in East Asia as a region and in border-crossing work. Some are interested in Japan’s or China’s historical relationship with Korea; others have developed interests in contemporary Korea. Korean studies is becoming increasingly integral to the success of the East Asian program as a whole because of the program’s focus on transnationalism, colonial modernity, cinema, and women. Since the 1990s, South Korean film and TV drama have become enormously popular regionally and globally. Korean cinema has garnered numerous international awards and much critical acclaim, so that Hollywood now rushes to purchase the rights to Korean film scripts. The tremendous popularity of Korean TV drama in China and Japan has generated unprecedented interest in Korean culture and society, culminating in what media observers have called a “Korean Wave” in the region, and this is generating new interest among Duke students. 

The Korean collection has developed within this context. Prior to 1990, there were fewer than 300 books in the collection. Since then, with the help of the Korea Foundation, the Korea Research Foundation, and an endowment created by a former missionary to Korea, as well as funding from Title VI and Freeman Foundation grants, Duke has worked to build up the collection, relying heavily on faculty recommendations and concentrating largely on works relating to literature and film. Most of the growth has come since 1999—between 1999 and 2006, the collection grew from 1,025 volumes to 3,857, and from 17 films to 301. 

The growth of the program, together with faculty frustration over the lack of staff support and reliance on faculty selection, led to an external review by Joy Kim in 2006.
 A recent MLIS student is now working as a Korean studies library intern, and a search will be conducted shortly for a Korean studies librarian. 

Special Collections

As alluded to earlier, Duke’s Special Collections has a strong collection of reports from missionaries and early British diplomats to Japan, East India Company papers, and diaries and letters from merchants and seamen, as well as items in such collections as the stereographic card collection and the postcard collection. It also has the papers of General Robert L. Eichelberger (1886–1961), who commanded all ground occupation troops in Japan following World War II, and materials related to Japanese advertising that are housed in the Hartman Center in the Special Collections Library.
 Currently we are creating finding aids for papers relating to the Japanese student movement of the 1960s and the photographs taken by pioneering sociologist Sidney Gamble in China (1917–1932). There are also smaller collections, such as those of Vandyck photogravures of Peking and environs and Japanese wartime propaganda publications.

Challenges
Program and information needs have changed markedly since the early years of collecting East Asian materials. From supporting a few faculty to supporting more than thirty, from collecting for faculty research to supporting undergraduate and graduate students, from managing a print-based collection to developing electronic resources, the needs of and possibilities for the library have been transformed. 

Delivering information—and identifying the best means to do so—will remain a challenge for the short term. While much information is available electronically, many users print out what they want to read. Keeping track of all the Web sites with images has become unmanageable. When are static Web pages the best way to organize information? What can be delivered by RSS? When should a work in need of preservation be digitized or microfilmed? None of these questions has a definitive answer as yet.

Changes in technology address some problems but also pose some challenges, especially for cooperation with UNC. While Duke and UNC view their faculty as one, vendors do not adjust their pricing accordingly. Duke has subscribed to the databases for Chinese studies available at UNC, but with the exception of JapanKnowledge, the Japanese databases on subscription at Duke are not available at UNC. Electronic resources are expensive, seemingly too expensive for their limited audience, but without them, faculty and students are at a severe disadvantage. Remote access, full-text searching, an abundance of resources at one’s fingertips are all central to research today. 

The cooperative agreement with UNC addressed materials in UNC’s Davis Library and Duke’s Perkins Library but not art or law materials, which are housed in separate libraries.
 Likewise, there is an agreement between film librarians to loan films for classroom showings, but that does not address the research needs of faculty on the other campus when the library is building a research and not merely a teaching collection. The addition of faculty in art history and law at Duke has increased demands for such materials, once again posing problems for the cooperative agreement. Visual materials are accessible to students regardless of their language expertise and are needed for teaching, so a greater degree of duplication can be justified. 

I believe that cooperation, not only locally, but also nationally and internationally, is essential to providing the resources our users need. Sharing materials electronically rather than just through interlibrary loan may become increasingly important in the future, but first we must address copyright concerns associated with streaming video and the like. Emerging needs will continue to pose problems, and the cooperative model will need ongoing tweaking to account for them.

Future Directions

Duke’s East Asian Collection will, more than anything, respond to the program at Duke. For now, it will continue to build on its strengths, especially in the colonial experience, and popular and visual culture. Its Chinese film collection
 is one of the largest in the United States, and it has unique materials in Chinese and Japanese women’s magazines and advertising, as well as anime and manga, though its collections are not comprehensive. 

In addition to building distinctive collections in a few fields, Duke will continue to reach out to isolated scholars, especially in the Southeast. Duke’s travel grant program is useful not just because it brings scholars into contact with the materials, but also for the library instruction it provides as part of orientation for each visitor. While many databases are not free, others are, especially those that assist in the identification of information.

Cooperation will continue to be part of the way the library builds its collections. Not only will Duke work with UNC and the Triangle Research Library Network, but it will also participate in other national and international networks. Joint agreements with research libraries in Japan and China will facilitate access for students and faculty. Knowing the strengths of other collections in North America, as a result of this conference, will aid us in determining which libraries to recommend for specific subject searches and and which areas we should concentrate on ourselves.
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Figure 1. The East Asia Reading Room in Perkins Library.
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Figure 2.
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Figure 3.
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Figure 4. Another view of the reading room.

� Founded by Methodists and Quakers in the present-day town of Trinity in 1838, the school, known as Trinity College, moved to Durham in 1892. In 1924, tobacco industrialist James B. Duke established the Duke Endowment, prompting the institution to change its name in honor of his deceased father, Washington Duke. Some departments, such as art history, postdate the founding of the university.


� Duke’s Asian/Pacific Studies Institute and the North Carolina Japan Center were both founded in 1981. Jansen documents the establishment of twenty-four such interdisciplinary centers for the study of East Asia before this. Marius Jansen, “Stages of Growth,” Japanese Studies in the United States: Part I, History and Present Condition (Tokyo: Japan Foundation, 1988). The program in Asian and African languages and literatures was not established until 1988, considerably later than those at many institutions in the rest of the country, including some in the Southeast (programs were established at the University of Florida and at Washington and Lee in 1976 and at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1979). Currently, several other Southern universities are in the process of expanding their programs.


� The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Duke both hired staff and began building collections in the mid-1960s, the University of Florida in the 1980s, and Emory University in the 1990s. Only the University of Virginia began earlier (1950), but until recently it had not made its East Asian collection a priority. Other universities in the Southeast have built small collections based on faculty selections in the postwar era but have not yet hired East Asian specialists, and the collections reflect the faculty who selected them. Needless to say, the lack of investment in East Asian language materials and staff has reflected the size and focus of the academic program on campus.


� Duke hired catalogers in the 1960s but did not hire bibliographers until the 1980s, when librarians with subject background and language skills were hired for Western European, Slavic, and Latin America materials. Duke attempted to address East Asian materials around the same time—implementation took a bit longer.


� One of the major priorities in Duke’s strategic plan, “Shaping Our Future,” developed in 1994, was internationalizing the university. 


� By 1995, Duke was among nineteen universities listed in a Japan Foundation study as having a complete graduate program in Japanese studies; it was the only one in the South.


� Both funding and staffing have grown notably since 1990, and the increase in collection size from roughly 21,000 volumes in 1990 to 91,000 volumes in 2006 documents the augmented support.


� Duke University Library Bulletin, no. 7 (Dec. 1933): 14. The books were mostly about China, some were in Chinese, and a few were on Korea or Japan. Thomas also gave an almost complete run of Journal of the North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society for the years 1859–1939.


� See the lists of donations in the annual reports of the university librarian published in Duke University Library Bulletin, 1931–1933, and University Libraries, 1941–1968.


� Jansen, “Stages of Growth,” p. 27.


� Paul M. A. Linebarger, Djang Chu, and Ardath W. Burks, Far Eastern Governments and Politics: China and Japan (New York: Van Nostrand, 1954), preface; Paul H. Clyde and Burton F. Beers, The Far East, a History of the Western Impact and the Eastern Response, 1830–1965,  4th ed. (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1966). 


� Linebarger, on leave from the faculty and in Defense Service, also arranged for a gift of books on “free China” from China in 1946. Report to the President 1945–46, p. 4.


� Duke built significant collections on Western Europe and the British empire/commonwealth as well as Latin America beginning in the 1930s, relying on faculty selection.


� Japan through Western Eyes: Manuscript Records of Traders, Travellers, Missionaries and Diplomats, 1853–1941 and China through Western Eyes: Manuscript Records of Traders, Travellers, Missionaries and Diplomats, 1792–1942 (Marlborough: Adam Matthew Publications, 1996–).


� According to the Duke University Library Report to the President 1967–68, “[T]he Library contained little material in the Japanese language until last year when Professor Silberman was appointed” (p. 4).


� Duke and UNC had a history of cooperation dating to the 1930s, when they exchanged catalog records “to avoid unnecessary duplication of the holdings of the other library so close at hand.” Report of the President, The University Libraries, 1934–35.


� Wen-chouh Lin and Edward Martinique, “Cooperative Library Activities in East Asian Studies between Duke University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,” The Association for Asian Studies. Committee on East Asian Libraries. Bulletin, no. 66 (Oct. 1981): 25–28. It should be noted that Silberman was the first Japan specialist hired at Duke.


� The library also received $10,000 from the Japan World Exposition Commemoration Fund in 1974–1975 and from the Japan Foundation for acquiring Japanese-language monographs in the early 1970s. Memo sent to East Asian committee by Margaret McKean [1984?].


� Lin and Martinique, “Cooperative Library Activities,” p. 27.


� North Carolina State University founded the North Carolina Japan Center the same year, though it focuses more on outreach to the North Carolina and Japanese business communities than on scholarly interaction. 


� The late 1980s saw a shift from faculty selection to selection by professional librarians throughout Perkins Library. The first professional bibliographer was hired in 1983.


� UNC added 40,000 volumes in Chinese in the decade of the 1980s, while Duke only added 4,000 in Japanese.


� Ichiko Morita and Maureen Donovan, Report of the Survey on the East Asian Language Materials Processing at Duke University Library, Nov. 1985. The report commented that Duke had the potential to build a Japanese research collection but that it would require money and effort. It continued, “[T]here is no point in trying to replicate the great Japanese collections already in existence . . . but Duke should use good collection development techniques to build a library which will have its own characteristics and strengths” (appendix A).


� There are letters signed by all the East Asian studies faculty from 1974 and 1985 in the files.


� The number of Chinese volumes has grown from 8,281 to 32,078; the number of Japanese volumes from 12,980 to 54,817; and the number of Korean volumes from 293 to 3,857.


� A Chinese studies librarian was hired in 2000 and a Japanese cataloger was hired in 2002. The East Asian Collection has also had grant support for library interns and plans to post a three-year appointment for a Korean studies librarian this summer. In addition, other staff within the Perkins Library system provide support for circulation, shelf-listing, and so forth.


� Japanese Studies in the United States: The 1990s (Tokyo: Japan Foundation, 1996). See, in particular, chap. 1, “Themes of Change.”


� Peter Zhou, Consultant’s Report. Library Support for Chinese Studies at Duke University: Based on a Campus Visit on March 5 and 6, 1996 at the Duke University Libraries, Mar. 10, 1996.


� This is complemented by the advertising collection in the Hartman Center in the Special Collections Library.


� Developing Korean Library Resources at Duke University. A Report on Site Visit, Feb. 1–3, 2006.


� See http://library.duke.edu/specialcollections/hartman/.


� The art library at Duke is part of the Perkins system, and the Chinese and Japanese studies librarians buy art history materials in East Asian languages. UNC’s art library collected both Japanese and Chinese materials to support Sherman Lee, who was affiliated with the Ackland Art Museum, which is outside the research loan agreements. Duke’s law library has long collected in international law and is collecting in both Chinese and Japanese law, while the UNC law library focuses on American law.


� Duke reported to CEAL that as of June 30, 2006, it held 1,094 Chinese DVDs, with a backlog of another 1,006.


� For instance, Zasshi kiji sakuin can be searched for free on the National Diet Library’s website, China Academic Journal can be searched for free and the full-text articles delivered through interlibrary loan, and Worldcat.org makes the worldcat database available.





